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China absence looms over Canada meet-
ing on how to pressure North Korea
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Houston’s Mucky Duck mu-
sic venue hit by unsuccessful 
thieves early Monday morning

VANCOUVER (Reuters) - Foreign 
ministers from around 20 nations gather 
on Tuesday to discuss how to curb North 
Korea’s nuclear ambitions through diplo-
matic and financial pressure, but China, 
seen as a key player in any long-term 
solution, will be absent.
The Vancouver meeting, co-hosted by 
Canada and the United States, comes 
amid signs that tensions on the peninsula 
have eased, at least temporarily. North 
and South Korea held talks for the first 
time in two years last week and Pyong-
yang says it will send athletes across 
the border to the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics.
But the United States and others say 
the international community must look 
at ways of expanding a broad range of 
sanctions aimed at North Korea’s nuclear 
program.
“There is growing evidence that our max-
imum pressure campaign is being felt in 
North Korea. They are feeling the strain,” 
said Brian Hook, the State Department’s 
director of policy planning.
Hook told a briefing in Washington that 
participants, including U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson, would examine how 

South Korean soldiers set up a barricade after vehicles transporting the South Korean delegation 
drove past a checkpoint on the Grand Unification Bridge in Paju

to boost maritime security around North 
Korea to intercept ships trying to defy 
sanctions as well as “disrupting funding and 
disrupting resources.”
Separately, 17 members of the 105-nation 
Proliferation Security Initiative, which 
aims to prevent the trafficking of weapons 
of mass destruction, on Friday said “it is 
imperative for us to redouble our efforts to 
put maximum pressure on North Korea”.
But North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has 
shown no sign of willingness to give in to 
U.S. demands and negotiate away a weap-
ons program he sees as vital to his survival.
Another challenge in Vancouver will be 
the absence of China, which has signifi-
cant influence in North Korea. Beijing is 
Pyongyang’s only ally and its chief trading 
partner.
The meeting primarily groups those nations 
that sent troops to the Korean war of 1950-
53, when China fought alongside the North. 
Beijing condemned the gathering.
“Holding this kind of meeting that doesn’t 
include important parties to the Korean 
peninsula nuclear issue actually cannot help 
in advancing an appropriate resolution to 
the issue,” foreign ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang told a regular briefing.
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County Attorney Ryan wins Court Order
Stopping Hazardous Waste Dumping

County Attorney Ryan wins Court Order
Stopping Hazardous Waste Dumping
Harris County Attorney Vince Ryan won a 
court order on Monday stopping a Houston 
company from dumping haz-
ardous waste into the city’s 
storm sewer system.
The temporary restraining 
order prevents Wright Con-
tainers, LLC, 6633 Lindberg 
in southeast Houston, from 
accepting more waste and 
disposing of the waste into 
the city’s system. Judge Jeff 
Shadwick of the 55th State 
District Court ordered Wright Containers to 
return for a hearing on January 19.
Wright Containers operates an industrial 
packaging company that supplies totes,
steel drums, and other packaging products. 
Among its products are “Reconditioned 
Bottle Totes.” Totes are large plastic chem-
ical storage containers that are encased in a 
heavy metal wire cage. Each tote is capable 
of holding approximately 300 gallons of 
waste. According to its website, “Wright 
Containers will pick up your dirty and 
empty IBCs.”

Officers took this photo of corrosive gelatinous sledge flowing into City storm 
drain at Wright Container.

Three company employees alerted author-
ities about ongoing violations of the Texas 
Water Code. The District Attorney, the City 

Attorney and the Houston Police 
Department used their informa-
tion to obtain a search warrant. 
The search of Wright Containers 
by HPD on January 4 uncovered 
evidence that the company had 
accepted used hazardous waste 
containers without proper state 
authorization. Additional evi-
dence found at the site supported 
the whistleblower allegations that 

hazardous waste had been illegally dumped 
into a concealed storm drain leading to the 
City of Houston’s storm water collection 
system connected to Sims Bayou. Between 
300 and 500 totes remain at the facility. 
Many contain hazardous waste, some of it is 
highly corrosive, and the totes are in various 
states of disrepair, with some leaking waste 
onto the ground.
“Cleaning chemical waste containers is a 
hazardous business and one that requires 
strict compliance with state and city en-
vironmental law,” said County Attorney 

Ryan. “Dumping waste from these 
containers in to the storm sewers 
is unacceptable. If the company’s 
employees had not alerted HPD to 
this problem it would have continued 
unreported. They may well have 

averted a disaster.”
Company owner Ron Wright has agreed 
to work with the County and City to en-
sure the business is in compliance with 
all applicable environmental laws before 
it resumes cleaning used containers.
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BUSINESS
The Key Question Is Will Consumers And Businesses
Continue To Ignore Worrisome Geopolitical Threats?

The Global Economy Looks Good For 2018

Everyone in the world—plus the two 
SpaceX customers who technically won’t 
be in the world when they do figure eights 
around the Earth and the moon for two 
weeks this coming year—can look for-
ward to another year of healthy growth in 
2018. We’ve gotten so used to complain-
ing about sluggishness that it’s a shock to 
realize the global economy has quietly ac-
celerated to a respectable and sustainable 
cruising speed. Market volatility is histor-
ically low. Even the skeptical Germans 
sound happy. “The data we get and the 
indicators we see are very positive,” says 
Clemens Fuest, president of the IFO Insti-
tute at the University of Munich. “There is 
no obvious obstacle.”
The big story for 2018 is likely to be how 
to manage the continued expansion. A 
turning point may come at the end of Sep-
tember, when the European Central Bank 
might stop or curtail monthly bond pur-
chases. The central banks bought bonds 
to drive down long-term interest rates; 
while the Japanese will keep buying, the 
Americans and soon the Europeans are 
betting that the patient, the economy, is 
finally well enough to get along without 
life support.
The International Monetary Fund, which 
has reported subpar growth for years, now 
says “the global upswing in economic 
activity is strengthening.” In its World 
Economic Outlook, published in Octo-
ber, the IMF says now would be a good 
time to deal with issues that went unad-
dressed during the convalescence from the 
2007-09 financial crisis, including some-
times-unpopular measures such as raising 
retirement ages and making it easier for 
companies to hire and fire.

Bloomberg economists predict the U.S. 
will grow 2.5 percent in 2018; China, 6.4 
percent; Japan, 0.9 percent; and Germany, 
1.6 percent. In most cases those numbers 
are in line with the growth expected for 
2017, which has turned out to be a better 
year than many forecasters expected.
The upswing hasn’t benefited everyone. 
The IMF points out that prospects are 
“lackluster” in many nations of sub-Sa-
haran Africa, the Middle East, and Latin 
America. Even in wealthy nations, those 
at the bottom are hurting. In the U.S., 
wage growth remains anemic despite an 
unemployment rate in the low 4s.
Still, brisk growth that’s not shared by all is 

better than no growth at 
all. One reason for opti-
mism about the outlook 
is that the global expan-
sion seems to be based 
on strong fundamentals, 
not froth. In a virtuous 
spiral, confident con-
sumers are spending, 
which allows employ-
ers to hire and invest, 
which leads to more 
consumer spending, and 
so on. Global spending 
by companies on plants 
and equipment is “in 
high gear with room 
to run” in the coming 

year, economists at JPMorgan Chase & 
Co. wrote on Oct. 25. The synchronized 
expansion reflects “a self-reinforcing turn 
in the global profit cycle that has boosted 
business confidence and spending in all 
corners of the world,” the economists said 
in an earlier note. To put it another way: 
“The expansion is not dependent on just 
one region or one sector,” says Richard 
Turnill, global chief investment strategist 
for BlackRock Inc. in London.

Healthy growth puts the world in a better 
position to deal with the next downturn, 
whenever it comes. Governments fight re-
cessions by lowering interest rates, cutting 
taxes, and raising spending. Those tools 
are blunted if interest rates are already low 
and government debt is so high that gov-

ernments can’t get away with bigger bud-
get deficits. Policymakers’ goal for now is 
to normalize interest rates and repair their 
countries’ finances, gaining altitude so the 
next downdraft can’t plunge them into a 
hillside.
It’s also possible that we’re already head-
ed for a crash. Economists are lousy at 
picking turning points. After Queen Eliz-
abeth II questioned the failure to foresee 
the financial crisis last decade, a group of 

British economists wrote 
her a letter saying it “was 
principally a failure of the 
collective imagination of 
many bright people, both 
in this country and inter-
nationally, to understand 
the risks to the system as a 
whole.” 
A key question for 2018 
is whether consumers and 
businesspeople will con-
tinue to shrug off some 
pretty scary geopolitical 
threats. So far they’ve 
been nonchalant. The best 

example is South Korea, which has been 
rocked by threats of nuclear attack from 
the north, corporate scandals, and even a 
warning from President Donald Trump 
that its free-trade agreement with the U.S. 
might not survive. Despite all that, peo-
ple are still shopping, and stocks are at or 

near record highs. The Bank of Korea is 
confident enough in the outlook that it’s 
signaling another interest rate hike on the 
horizon. (Economists expect it to happen 
next year.)
Similarly, on the other side of the plan-
et, the economy of the U.K. has trundled 
along at a better-than-expected clip given 
the uncertainty over Britain’s exit from 
the European Union, which must take 
place by the end of March 2019. This 
is all the more remarkable considering 
the cack-handed way the government of 
Prime Minister Theresa May has conduct-
ed the talks. The headwinds of Brexit will 
“continue to stiffen as the clock winds 
down to March 2019,” Paul Sheard, chief 
economist of S&P Global Inc., wrote in 
October.

Or how about Spain, which could lose a 
fifth of its economy if Catalonia secedes? 
In the fraught leadup to Catalonia’s un-
authorized September referendum on in-
dependence, Spain somehow managed 
to post the fastest growth of the big four 
Continental economies. Spanish imper-
turbabilidad will be tested in the months 
ahead.
One of the big stories to watch in 2018 
will be how the EU reimagines itself in 
light of Brexit, the crisis in Catalonia, 
and the differing Euro-visions of French 
President Emmanuel Macron and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel. Macron wants 
more fiscal integration than most Germans 
are comfortable with. “There is a window 
of opportunity” in the first half of 2018 for 
the French and Germans to come to some 
kind of compromise on governance, says 
IFO’s Fuest. After that, he says, Europe 
will be distracted by the approach of Brex-
it, European Parliament elections, and the 
choice of a new European Central Bank 
president in 2019. S&P Global’s Sheard 
agrees that “2018 is shaping up to be a de-
fining year for the EU.” (Courtesy https://
www.bloomberg.com/news/article)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Revelers celebrate in this Jan. 1, 2016, file photo, as confetti flies over New York’s Times Square after the clock 
strikes midnight during the New Year’s Eve celebration as seen from the Marriott Marquis hotel. (AP Photo)



FILE PHOTO: Police vehicles leave Pauline Johnson Junior Public School 
in Toronto

South Korean soldiers place traffic cones at a checkpoint on 
the Grand Unification Bridge in Paju
South Korean soldiers place traffic cones at a checkpoint on 
the Grand Unification Bridge that leads to the truce village of 
Panmunjom, just south of the demilitarized zone separating 
the two Koreans, in Paju, South Korea

Handball - Men’s EHF European Handball Championship - preliminary round Group 
D - Czech Republic v Denmark - Arena Varazdin, Varazdin, Croatia - January 15, 2018. 
Denmark’s fan before the game. REUTERS/Ognen Teofilovski

The Doping Control Laboratory, at the National Institute of Scientific Research Centre 
(INRS) Institute Armand-Frappier seen in Laval
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A Snapshot Of The World

Feng Xingya, President of GAC Group, speaks at the North 
American International Auto Show in Detroit

The crew of Sun Hung Kai / Scallywag made a textbook recovery during a man overboard situation on 
Sunday, January 14 during Leg 4 of the round the world sailing race.\nCrew member Alex Gough was 
washed overboard by a wave during a sail change, near midday local time, in winds of 15-20 knots / Leg 
4, Melbourne to Hong Kong, day 14 of the Volvo Ocean Race. Alex Gough on the wheel, Ben Piggott 
and Annemieke Bes on board Sun Hung Kai/Scallywag on January 15, 2018.

People protest against U.S. President Donald Trump’s recent 
comments and tough stand on immigration near the Southern 
Boulevard bridge to Palm Beach near Mar-a-Lago

Blackberry CEO Chen speaks at the North American International Auto Show in Detroit

People hold signs during a protest demanding that authorities fix the electrical grid which was mostly destroyed after 
Hurricanes Irma and Maria hit the island in September, in San Juan
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COMMUNITY
Flu Experts See Potential                      

For A Nasty Winter Season
Influenza viruses are among the most un-
predictable disease actors around. These 
constantly changing germs regularly hu-
miliate anyone who is rash enough to fore-
cast the potential severity of an upcoming 
flu season or how well — or poorly — the 
vaccine might work this year.

“I wouldn’t,” Dr. Kanta Subbarao, director 
of the World Health Organization’s influ-
enza collaborating center in Australia, said 
with a laugh when asked what she would 
project the Northern Hemisphere might be 
facing, flu-wise, in the coming months. 
“I’ve been in this business too long to fall 
into the trap of trying to predict.”
That said, flu experts are a bit worried 
right now. There are some signals they 
think may foretell that we’re facing a nas-
ty flu season. But they hand-to-heart don’t 
know whether the constellation of things 
that is worrying them will lead to clogged 
doctors offices.
Subbarao and other flu experts discussed 
with the press the coming flu season. Be-
yond the basics — there will be a wave or 
two of flu activity sometime between now 
and next spring, and the people caught up 
in the wave will curse the virus — we can-
not tell you what’s going to happen. But 
we can explain why experts are on edge.

Here are three things they’ve been watch-
ing.

The flu vaccine is probably not 
an optimal match
In the flu world, scientists in one hemi-
sphere keep a close eye on the other to try 
to figure out what might be headed their 
way.
And during their 2017 winter, parts of the 
Southern Hemisphere, including Austra-

lia, had a pretty nasty flu season. Hong 
Kong and some other places in the tropics 
have also experienced a surprising amount 
of flu of late.
The illness has been caused mainly by 
H3N2 viruses, which trigger the worst 
outbreaks of the two influenza A viruses 
and two types of influenza B viruses that 
circulate among people. Flu seasons in 
which H3N2 viruses dominate are typical-
ly miserable, with lots of hospitalizations 
and more deaths.
“At this point the data look like it was a 
big season. Started earlier than usual, last-
ed a bit longer. … And all segments of the 
population were affected, including peo-
ple who were vaccinated,” Subbarao said 
of the Australian winter outbreak.
The severity of the flu in at least some 
parts of the Southern Hemisphere has cre-
ated concern a similar assault is heading 
toward the Northern Hemisphere.
But there’s a complicating factor: Last 
winter North America had a pretty ac-
tive flu season, caused mainly by H3N2 
viruses. So did countries in the Southern 
Hemisphere follow us? Or are we about to 
follow them?
“That’s the million-dollar question,’’ Sab-
barao said.
People who were infected by the virus last 
year are less likely to fall prey to it again 
this winter. So the amount of illness expe-
rienced in North America last year could 
blunt the impact of this season, if another 
H3N2 onslaught is headed our way, sug-
gested Jacqueline Katz, deputy director of 
the influenza division at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

The flu vaccine is probably not 
an optimal match
Late last month leading flu experts from 
around the world — Katz and Subbarao 
among them — met at the World Health 

Organization for a twice-annual ritu-
al. They selected the viruses that should 
be covered by the winter 2018 Southern 
Hemisphere flu vaccine, using recent vi-
ral surveillance data from flu laboratories 
around the globe.
It takes months to make and distribute flu 
vaccine, which is updated regularly in an 
effort to keep pace with the ever-changing 
viruses. The strain selection meeting for 
the Northern Hemisphere vaccine takes 
place every year in late February.

Rather than 
recommend a 
flu shot with 
the same 
composition 
as the ones 

clinics, pharmacies, and doctors’ offices 
in the Northern Hemisphere are injecting 
right now, the experts decided to update 
two of the target viruses. Interpretation: 
The Northern Hemisphere shot is already 
a bit out of date. (Courtesy  https://www.
statnews.com/)

Related

Study Says Flu Hits Men Harder 
Than Women

As winter rolls into town, so does the flu 
and all its miserable symptoms.
Yet, doctors and women alike have long 
noticed that men tend to bemoan those 
symptoms more than women. The phe-
nomenon even has a name: the “man flu.”
“The evidence in current studies points to-
ward men having weaker immune systems 
than women, especially when it comes to 
common viral respiratory infections,” said 
Dr. Kyle Sue, a professor at Memorial 
University of Newfoundland.

 While the 
phrase 
“man flu” 
started as 
derision 
for what 
is seen 

as men whining about being sick, 
researchers say men’s immune 
systems may be weaker than wom-
en’s and respiratory illnesses may 

actually hit them harder. (Photo by 
Wikimedia Commons)
So, are men just whiny wimps?
No, a new analysis out of Canada sug-
gests, because respiratory illnesses may 
indeed hit men harder than women.Ac-
cording to study author Dr. Kyle Sue, 
“there are already many physiologic dif-
ferences between men and women, so it 
makes sense that we could differ in our 
responses to cold and flu viruses as well.”
Sue is a clinical assistant professor in 
family medicine with the Health Sciences 
Centre at Memorial University of New-
foundland.
“The evidence in current studies points 
towards men having weaker immune 
systems than women, especially when it 
comes to common viral respiratory in-
fections,” Sue explained. “Men are more 
susceptible to them, symptoms are worse, 
they last longer, and men are more likely 
to be hospitalized and die from the flu.”
To compare how flu symptoms manifest 
among both women and men, Sue re-
viewed a number of studies involving both 
animals and humans. 

The evi-
dence in 
current 
studies 
points to-
wards men 

having weaker immune systems 
than women, especially when it 
comes to common viral respiratory 
infections.
One investigation out of Hong Kong sug-
gested that when the flu strikes, adult men 
face a greater risk for being admitted to 
the hospital than their female peers. An-
other American study also found that, all 
things being equal, men seem to face a 
higher risk for actually dying from the flu 
than women.
Still another investigation indicated that in 
the face of both the flu and other respira-
tory illnesses, men face a higher risk for 
developing complications than women.
What’s more, several mouse studies sug-
gested that hormonal differences between 
men and women may actually offer wom-
en greater protection from the full brunt of 

flu symptoms. Other patient-based studies 
similarly indicated that the onset of a flu 
may trigger a stronger immune response 
among women than men, blunting the full 
impact of symptoms.
And yet another study found that women 
tend to develop a stronger reaction to the 
flu vaccine than men, perhaps because 
higher testosterone levels among men 
tend to suppress the overall immune re-
sponse, the review team suggested.
The analysis was published Dec. 11 in the 
BMJ.
Sue acknowledged that more research is 
needed. But he suggested that the find-
ings to date indicate that the “man flu” has 
some basis in reality. 

“Men are 
regularly 
stereo-
typed to 
exagger-

ate cold and flu symptoms,” Sue noted. 
“That’s how the term ‘man flu’ became so 
commonly used internationally, regard-
less of differences in culture,” he said. 
“[But] from my clinical work, personal 
experiences and my social circles, I’ve 
seen men suffer worse from colds and 
flus. In other words, be less functional.”
And Sue added that if the underpinnings 
of “man flu” are real, it could mean that 
flu treatment may have to be tailored to 
address gender differences.
“Medically treating both genders exactly 
the same will do both genders a disser-
vice,” Sue said. “We already screen men 
earlier for cardiovascular diseases because 
they are more susceptible. Why should it 
be so controversial for men to suffer worse 
from colds and flus?”
Dr. Ebbing Lautenbach, chief of the divi-
sion of infectious diseases at the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania’s Perelman School of 
Medicine, said the latest analysis “does a 
nice job of reviewing how much real data 
there are to back up these commonly held 
impressions.” He wasn’t involved with the 
review.
Still, Lautenbach stressed that the analysis 
does not prove that a “man’s response to a 
respiratory infection is, in fact, worse than 
a woman’s and, if so, by how much. Much 
more work needs to be done to figure out 
whether differences exists and, if so, what 
biological mechanisms might explain 
them.” (Courtesy https://www.upi.com/
Health_News)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Local News
Houston police searching for 
escaped prisoner

Houston police are searching in east downtown for an escaped pris-
oner,  a man with a long criminal recording, including bail jumping 
and fleeing from police.
Jorge Santana-Trujillo, 30, escaped from a transport van after slip-
ping out of his handcuffs, HPD spokeswoman Jodi Silva said. He 
was in custody on a felony fugitive warrant, arrested for  violation of 
probation.
Sometime before 9:30 a.m., police began swarming the area near 
Scott and Leeland near the University of Houston and, for a time, 
Drew and Milby streets, searching for the escapee. Police have K-9 
units on hand, and a helicopter is circling the sky. Police have moved 
their search to east downtown.
This is a breaking news story and will be updated as information 
becomes available.
Santana-Trullo has a history of escaping from custody, fleeing police 
and jumping bail. Harris County court records show a long history 
of run-ins with the law, including an armed confrontation in 2009 
with a northwest Harris County man who found Santana-Trujillo 
and two other people breaking into cars.
The earliest Harris County court filings show Santana-Trujillo was 
arrested in September 2005, two days before his 18th birthday, for 
carrying a tool used to break into cars. He made a $500 bail and then 
jumped bond. After he was caught two months later, he pleaded 
guilty to unlawful use of a criminal instrument in exchange for 30 
days in jail. wo years later, in 2007, he was arrested for possession of 
cocaine and admitted guilt in exchange for four years of probation. 
While on probation in January 2009, he was pulled over and caught 
with marijuana. During that arrest, he gave police a fake name and 
claimed he was has having an asthma attack. At the jail, a doctor 
found his lungs were clear. Santana-Trujillo then claimed he was 
having appendicitis. He was taken to LBJ Hospital where he said he 
needed to use the restroom. He was able to flee police at the hospital 
and was later charged with escape.

He was later caught and pleaded guilty in exchange for a six-month 
sentence in state jail.

Houston’s Mucky Duck music venue hit 
by unsuccessful thieves early Monday 
morning

One of Houston’s most popular listen-
ing rooms is picking up the pieces after 
thieves broke into the music venue 
looking for valuables.
Rusty Andrews, the owner of long-run-
ning McGonigel’s Mucky Duck in the 
Upper Kirby area (2425 Norfolk), shared 
a photo Monday afternoon of what 
appeared to be the venue’s safe battered 
and bruised as well as a trashed front 
office.
His wife Teresa told Chron.com on 
Monday afternoon that Houston police 
are currently looking at surveillance 
video from both inside and outside the 
venue. Three suspects can be seen in 
the video driving a large white Dodge 
pickup.

“There was a suspicious-looking truck 
on the block that was scared away by a 
neighbor,” according to Teresa. “They 
didn’t get away with anything, luckily.”
 Rusty Andrews, the owner of 
long-running McGonigel’s Mucky 
Duck in the Upper Kirby area (2425 
Norfolk), shared a photo on Monday 
afternoon of what appeared to be the 
venue’s safe battered and bruised as 
well as a trashed front office. Photo: 
Rusty Andrews
The couple received a message from the 
alarm company around 4 a.m. Monday 
morning alerting them to a break-in. 
They arrived just minutes after the 
suspects left empty-handed.
According to Andrews, the real damage 
inflicted was on the front door of the 
venue, smashed to bits by the bad guys.
“They tore the front door to pieces. 

The same door that countless musicians 
have walked through since we opened,” she 
said Monday. One of the most loved, Greg 
Trooper, died just a year ago this week she 
said.
It’s business as usual though at the Mucky 
Duck, which was open for lunch and will 
be open for its weekly open mic night on 
Monday night.
“Except for the door broken you wouldn’t 
know anything happened,” she says.
Concerts this week, including Bob Schnei-
der’s sold-out show set Thursday night, are 
still going on as planned.
The venue opened June 1, 1990 with sing-
er-songwriters Shake Russell, Jack Saun-
ders, and Dana Cooper playing to a packed 
crowd.
“They left and didn’t take any money that 
first night,” Andrews says of the artists. The 
trio wanted the venue to keep the money to 
help it get on its feet.

By Craig Hlavaty 

The Mucky Duck, 
at 2425 Norfolk, 
is known for 
hosting sing-
er-songwriters, 
including some 
Texas favorites. 
Early Monday 
morning, it was 
site of a botched 
theft job after 
suspects were 
scared off by a 
neighbor. 
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