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Facebook makes privacy push 
ahead of strict EU law
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 BRUSSELS (Reuters) - Facebook said on 
Monday it was publishing its privacy principles 
for the first time and rolling out educational 
videos to help users control who has access to 
their information, as it prepares for the start of 
a tough new EU data protection law.
The videos will show users how to manage 
the data that Facebook uses to show them ads, 
how to delete old posts, and what happens to 
the data when they delete their account, Erin 
Egan, chief privacy officer at Facebook, said in 
a blog post.
Facebook, which has more than 2 billion users 
worldwide, said it had never before published 
the principles, which are its rules on how 
the company 
handles users’ 
information.
Monday’s 
announcements 
are a sign of its 
efforts to get 
ready before 
the European 
Union’s General 
Data Protection 
Regulation 
(GDPR) enters 
into force on 
May 25, mark-
ing the biggest 
overhaul of 
personal data privacy rules since the birth of 
the internet.
Under GDPR, companies will be required to 
report data breaches within 72 hours, as well 

CALGARY, Alberta (Reuters) - The revolution in 
U.S. shale oil has battered Canada’s energy indus-
try in recent years, ending two decades of rapid 
expansion and job creation in the nation’s vast oil 
sands.
Now Canada is looking to its own shale fields to 
repair the economic damage.
Canadian producers and global oil majors are 
increasingly exploring the Duvernay and Montney 
formations, which they say could rival the most 
prolific U.S. shale fields.
Canada is the first country outside the United 
States to see large-scale development of shale 
resources, which already account for 8 percent 
of total Canadian oil output. China, Russia and 
Argentina also have ample shale reserves but have 
yet to overcome the obstacles to full commercial 
development.
Canada, by contrast, offers many of the same 
advantages that allowed oil firms to launch the 
shale revolution in the United States: numerous 
private energy firms with appetite for risk; deep 
capital markets; infrastructure to transport oil; low 
population in regions that contain shale reserves; 

Why Canada is the next frontier for shale oil

Inside C5

as to allow customers to export their data and 
delete it.
Facebook’s privacy principles, which are sepa-
rate from the user terms and conditions that 
are agreed when someone opens an account, 
range from giving users control of their priva-
cy, to building privacy features into Facebook 
products from the outset, to users owning the 
information they share.
A 3D-printed Facebook logo is seen in front 
of the logo of the European Union in this 
picture illustration made in Zenica, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on May 15, 2015. REUTERS/
Dado Ruvic
“We recognize that people use Facebook to 

connect, but 
not everyone 
wants to share 
everything 
with everyone 
– including 
with us. It’s 
important 
that you have 
choices when 
it comes to 
how your data 
is used,” Egan 
wrote.
Also among 
the company’s 
privacy prin-

ciples are helping users understand how their 
data is used, keeping that information secure, 
constantly improving new controls, and being 
accountable to regulators.

ENERGY
and plentiful water to pump into shale wells.
Together, the Duvernay and Montney formations in 
Canada hold marketable resources estimated at 500 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas, 20 billion barrels 
of natural gas liquids and 4.5 billion barrels of oil, 
according to the National Energy Board, a Canadian 
regulator.
“The Montney is thought to have about half the 
recoverable resources of the whole oil sands region, 
so it’s formidable,” Marty Proctor, chief executive of 
Calgary-based Seven Generations Energy, told Reuters 
in an interview.
Canada’s shale output stands at about 335,000 bpd, ac-
cording to energy consultants Wood Mackenzie, which 
forecasts output should grow to 420,000 bpd in a 
decade. The pace of output growth could quicken and 
the estimated size of the resources could rise as ac-
tivity picks up and knowledge of the fields improves, 
according to the Canadian Association of Petroleum 
Producers.
Seven Generations and Encana Corp, also based in 
Calgary, are among leading producers developing the 
two regions. Global majors including Royal Dutch 
Shell and ConocoPhillips - who pulled back from the 

oil sands last year - are also develop-
ing Canadian shale assets.
Chevron Corp announced its first 
ever Canadian shale development in 
the Duvernay in November. Spokes-
man Leif Sollid called it one of the 
most promising shale opportunities 

in North America. ConocoPhillips 
sees potential for the Montney to 
deliver significant production and 
cash flow to the company, executive 
vice president of production drilling 
and projects Al Hirshberg said in 
November.

Facebook logo is seen at Facebook Gather conference in Brussels

“We put products through rigorous 
data security testing. We also meet 
with regulators, legislators and 
privacy experts around the world to 
get input on our data practices and 
policies,” the blog post said.
The company’s Chief Operating 
Officer Sheryl Sandberg announced 
last week that Facebook would be 
creating a new privacy center which 
would put the social network’s key 
privacy settings in one place.
The GDPR drastically increases the 
level of fines for companies found to 

be in breach of data protection law, 
potentially rising as high as 4 percent 
of global annual turnover or 20 mil-
lion euros, whichever is higher.
Facebook has faced probes from EU 
regulators over its use of user data 
and tracking of online activities.
As of Monday, users will be remind-
ed by their News Feeds to take a 
“privacy checkup,” Egan wrote in his 
blog, to ensure they are comfortable 
about what data they are sharing, and 
with whom.
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BUSINESS
Would Apple Buy Tesla?                   

Not A Crazy Idea Anymore
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Tesla CEO Elon Musk
The idea that Apple should buy Tesla has 
been floated many times. Apple now has 
more than enough cash coming back to the 
US to do the deal.
For openers, Tesla needs to be saved from 
its delusional idea and maybe unachiev-
able view about the company’s future 
growth — and Apple needs to be saved 
from the disaster of its car project. So 
maybe a “chemistry” is developing be-
tween the two mega companies.
Last November, Rolling Stone magazine 
published a profile of Tesla’s CEO Elon 
Musk, written by Neil Strauss, a neo-gon-
zo journalist who made his name with a 
book about pickup culture. And in that in-
terview Musk made a confession.
“I wish we could be private with Tesla,” 
Musk told Strauss. “It actually makes us 
less efficient to be a public company.”
Tesla has been public since its 2010 IPO 
and since then the stock has risen from 
about $20 a share to nearly $400 at one 
point in 2017. The company’s market cap 
is now close to $60 billion. Investors who 
jumped in seven years ago have enjoyed a 
return of nearly 1,200%.

New Tesla Roadster Planned
Musk might be the only person who wish-
es Tesla were private. Even short-sellers, 
recently clobbered by Tesla’s surge, have 
been delighted when the stock has gone 
through one of its periodic swoons of $100 
in a few months. And ironically, Musk’s 
next ten years of compensation are now 
completely tied to Tesla’s market perfor-
mance, which the board of directors thinks 

can yield a $650-billion market cap.
That’s delusional. In many ways, it sets 
Musk up for both continued inefficien-
cy — a lot of second-guessing about in-
vestments in automation, for example, at 
the expense of hitting production targets 
— and potentially epic failure. It also rep-
resents a radical formulation of sharehold-
er value theory.
Tesla is wildly overvalued, and what it 
needs now isn’t a fatter stock price but 
rather an ability to satisfy customers. For 
the Model 3 mass-market vehicle, current-
ly stalled amid production bottlenecks, 
Tesla has 400,000 mostly unfulfilled 
pre-orders.

Apple buying Tesla is an idea 
that always seems to be on the 
table
In the past, there’s been talk about some-
body buying Tesla. Usually, Apple is the 
one that gets everybody’s heart racing. 
This idea has been shot down sever-
al times. But with the announcement of 
Musk’s new pay package, Tesla may need 
to be rescued from itself. And that Musk 
should get his wish.

Apple CEO Tim Cook
Tesla is worth so much that there aren’t 
very many companies able to buy the au-
tomaker. And Tesla going truly private 
would be too much of a reversal of his-
tory as well as a financial improbability, 
although if the bottom falls out some in-
vestors might someday snap up what’s left 
of Tesla on the cheap.
Apple, thanks to the new tax bill, will 
repatriate over $250 billion is cash that 
it has been keeping overseas. Even after 

paying taxes on it, at the reduced corpo-
rate rate, it will have arguably too much 
left over. It could easily wind up going 
into share buybacks or a dividend, or Ap-
ple could continue its pattern of making 
small acquisitions.
Or the company, which is sitting on a 
mature iPhone business that mints the 
profits but could be looking at more se-
vere growth headwinds in coming years, 
could swing for the fences and get a piece 
of the multi-trillion global transportation 
industry. If Tim Cook agrees with the Tes-
la board that the company will be worth 
$650 billion in a decade, then buying Tes-
la now would be a staggering bargain.
The obvious question is, “Who would be 
Tesla’s CEO?” Musk’s pay package is 
designed to ensure that it’s him, an ex-
treme evolution of addressing the “great 
man” risk that companies led by visionary 
founders face. But Musk is also running 
SpaceX and he’s on the verge of launch-

ing a huge 
rocket that 
could pave 
the way 
for a Mars 
m i s s i o n . 
D e a l i n g 
with Tes-
la’s dif-
f i c u l t i e s 
could be 
seen as a 
n e e d l e s s 
distraction.

Apple’s iPhone X
That said, Musk could remain CEO of 
Tesla as an independent business unit of 
Apple, while Tim Cook would run the en-
tire show (Musk could also relinquish the 
CEO title but continue as chairman of the 
board). In a way, Cook isn’t really a CEO 
in the Musk/Steve Jobs vein anyway. He’s 
more like a mega-COO.
And that’s just what Tesla actually needs 
right now. If it was Jobs who rescued Ap-
ple and put it on the path that led to the 
iPod and the iPhone, it was Cook who 
turned the company into the profit-making 
colossus it has become. The guy is a sup-

ply-chain genius. Making stuff is his bag. 
And at the moment, Tesla is struggling 
mightily to make stuff, falling well behind 
its ambitious production targets for the 
Model 3 mass-market vehicle.
Tesla would also witness its cash-burn 
challenges — over $1 billion per quarter 
— vanish. Apple could fund losses for 
years.

Tesla could help Apple get into the 
car business because Apple’s Car 
project isn’t going well
Apple has a history of falling into innova-
tions troughs. It’s in one now, following 
the monumental success of the iPhone. The 
Apple Watch hasn’t been a gamechanger, 
and the company is chasing Amazon on 
smart speakers. Apple clearly wants to do 
something in the transportation space, but 
thus far its efforts have been at best con-
fused and at worst pathetic.
Buying Tesla would change that over-
night. The Apple Car, really, is a Tesla car 
anyway. The whole philosophy behind 
Tesla’s vehicles, and especially the ul-
tra-minimalist Model 3, is Apple-esque. 
The wait for the Apple Car would be im-
mediately over.

The Apple Car

When the autonomous all-electric 
2021 Apple car is launched at Tes-
la-style Apple boutique stores, will 
it come in silver, gold, and space 
gray? Will its 400 miles range be 
enough?
And that would enable Apple to focus on 
bringing to Tesla what Apple’s engineers 
and designers are now probably working 
on: an entirely new vehicle interface — an 
operating system for the car of the future.
Tesla has aspects of such a system in 

place, from over-the-air software updates 
to an increasing focus on single screens 
for all vehicle operations. Apple would 
enhance and unify these components and 
transform them into something unexpect-
ed. This is Apple’s mojo: take something 
that works and make it much, much better.

Missing out on a mega-return 
— but one that isn’t likely

Tesla market cap has become 
epic
For investors, of course, Apple buying 
Tesla would eliminate any chance of a me-
ga-return. But I think the odds are low that 
the 1,000%-plus payback of the past seven 
years will be matched by another 1,000% 
surge over the next ten years (Tesla is, af-
ter all, 14 years old — hardly a startup). If 
Tesla stays public, stockholders will also 
have to put up with numerous, diluting 
capital raises and the ever-present threat 
that Tesla’s lack of cash and debt burden 
will lead to a bankruptcy.

Is this a logo consumers will see in 
the future?
If Apple bought Tesla, the carmaker’s 
growth would be piped into Apple shares, 
and Tesla investors would certainly get a 
premium for their holdings, as Apple can 
afford to overpay. And government reg-
ulators should not have issues with the 
merger. Sure, Apple would be buying the 
dominant electric-car manufacturer. But 
as of 2018, the EV market makes up only 
1% of global sales.
The “foolishness” of an Apple acquisi-
tion of Tesla could become a swift reality 
were it not for the reckless pay package 
that Tesla has now put together for Musk. 
And now Tesla is fueling a dangerous 
idea about the company’s real capabili-
ties. Somebody needs to save Tesla from 
itself.  That somebody is Apple. (Courtesy 
https://www.todaynova.com/2018)



Carlos Dominguez is seen in this December 19, 2017 picture obtained from 
social media. Facebook/Carlos Dominguez/

People gather in a square during a rally of supporters of Rus-
sian opposition leader Navalny in Moscow

60th Annual Grammy Awards – Show – New York, U.S., 28/01/2018 – Bruno Mars 
accepts the Grammy for album of the year for “24K Magic.” REUTERS/Lucas Jackson 
TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Islamists hold a protest rally outside Facebook’s local headquarters accusing the social me-
dia giant of discrimination for blocking some pages operated by hardline groups in Jakarta
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A Snapshot Of The World

Denis Urubko, Elisabeth Revol, and Adam Bielecki pose for a 
picture at the base of the Diamir Face of Nanga Parbat

Britain’s Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union David Davis arrives in Downing Street, 
London

Afghan men carry the coffin of one of the victims of yesterday’s 
car bomb attack in Kabul

FILE PHOTO: Facebook Founder and CEO Zuckerberg speaks in San Jose,

60th Annual Grammy Awards – Arrivals – New York, U.S., 28/01/2018 – Singer Miley Cyrus. REUTERS/Andrew 
Kelly TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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COMMUNITY
2018 Flu Season Hitting Baby Boomers         

Most Particularly Hard, CDC Say

According to the CDC’s weekly Fu View 
report, 6.6 percent of patients who visited 
the doctor last week across the U.S. had 
flu-like symptoms.
While the hospitalization rates are highest 
among adults 65 and older, health officials 
said baby boomers -- adults ages 50 to 64 
-- were the next most likely to be hospi-
talized.
“This is a change,” said Dan Jernigan, 
MD, director of the CDC’s Influenza Divi-
sion. Young children are typically the sec-
ond most likely to be hospitalized with flu.
Included in the updated numbers this week 
was news of seven more flu deaths among 
kids. So far this season, 37 children have 
died of the flu.
Flu activity has been higher in the U.S. 
for 9 weeks. Flu seasons typically last 
16 to 20 weeks, putting the nation at the 
halfway point of its feverish and aching 
misery.
This year’s flu season has been dominat-
ed by the H3N2 strain, which is linked to 
more severe illnesses especially among 
adults over the age of 65 and children 
younger than 5.
The hospitalization rate for flu in adults 
aged 50 to 64 is 44.2 per 100,000 popu-
lation, second only to adults over the age 
of 65.

100 years after the 1918 worldwide flu 
epidemic that took as many as 100 mil-
lion lives worldwide, the 2018 flu season 
is setting its own records for multiple 

illnesses across the U.S.
“Baby boomers have higher rates than 
their grandchildren right now,” Jernigan 
said.
This is a bit of an anomaly, he said, since 
in years past, children are usually the sec-
ond hardest hit group. The current rate of 
hospitalizations for children aged 4 years 
and under is 27.0 per 100,000.
Jernigan said the reasons why baby boom-
ers are being hit harder this year are com-
plex. They may have to do with how flu 
strains have evolved over time from when 
they were children and how that affects 
immunity. Notably, it’s also an age group 
“where there’s a lot of people and would 
benefit from having higher rates of vacci-
nation,” he said.
Last week also brought seven more pe-
diatric deaths from flu, bringing the total 
to 37 so far this flu season, which began 
in October. Several high-profile pedi-
atric deaths have made headlines in re-
cent weeks, including 12-year-old Dylan 
Winnick, who died Tuesday. His stepfa-
ther says the family is stunned by how 
quickly the virus took him. 
“No indications. No warnings. Just com-
mon cold. That’s what’s so scary about it,” 
Mike Medwin said. 
The best protection against the flu -- and 
complications from the infection -- is get-
ting vaccinated.

Red Cross volunteers joined forces to 
fight the 1918 flu pandemic (Photo/Get-

ty Images)
The CDC recommends that everyone 6 
months of age and older get the flu shot, as 
it helps reduce the chance of illness from 
the flu and can also lessen the severity of 
the symptoms if you do get sick.  (Courte-
sy https://www.cbsnews.com/news)
Related

A 2018 Flu Season Handbook
Cold vs. the Flu: Does It Matter?
Over-the-counter drugs and chicken 

soup help both, right? Not so fast. It’s 
important to learn which kind of illness 
you’re dealing with. That’s because the 
flu can have serious complications, like 

the lung infection pneumonia. It can 
even be deadly. Flu treatments work best 

within 48 hours of the time symptoms 
start. Prescription antiviral drugs may cut 

the time you’re sick.
F l u : 
C o m e s 
on Fast 
and Fu-

rious
If you 

feel like you’ve been hit by a truck, it’s 
probably the flu. Symptoms like sore 
throat, fever, headache, muscle aches, 
congestion, and cough tend to come on 
suddenly. Colds are usually less intense 
and include a runny or stuffy nose. The flu 
gets better over 2 to 5 days, but you might 
feel run-down for a week or longer. Colds 
come on slowly and last up to 10 days.

Fever: Usually Means Flu

While some people may get a slight fe-
ver when they have a cold, most don’t. 
If you have the flu, you’ll probably run a 
temperature of 100-104 F. Children’s flu 
fevers tend to be higher. Kids may also be 
more likely to have a fever with the com-
mon cold.

Flu: Fatigue Can Last for Weeks
You likely start off feeling extremely tired 
and achy all over. That fatigue and weak-
ness may last for up to 3 weeks -- or even 
longer in seniors and people with long-
term (chronic) diseases or a weak immune 
system. With a cold, you usually feel bad 
for just a few days.

Colds and Flu: Both Can Cause Headaches
Still, a headache that comes along with 
a cold, like other symptoms that result 
from the virus, tends to be milder than one 
caused by flu.

Coughs: Sign of Both Colds and Flu
Colds and flu are respiratory illnesses, 
which affect your airways, so both can 
cause coughing.
Pneumonia is a lung infection that can be 
a complication of the flu. Call your doc-
tor if you have a persistent cough, fever 
higher than 102 F and chills, a hard time 
breathing, shortness of breath, or chest 
pain when you cough.

Earaches: Can Come From Colds or Flu
Congestion from either ailment can make 
your ear pressure rise. This affects the eu-
stachian tube, which connects your throat 
to your middle ear. It can cause a dull ear 
pain, hearing loss, and the sensation of 
“popping” in your ears. It usually goes 
away with your other symptoms.
See your doctor if the earache lasts lon-
ger than your sickness or you feel sudden, 
strong pain. You may have an ear infection 
that needs treatment.

C o l d s : 
O f t e n 
S t a r t 
W i t h 
a Sore 

Throat
This ear-

ly symptom tends to last for 1 to 2 days. 
A runny and stuffy nose is also common. 
Sore throats come with the flu, too. But if 
you have it, you’ll probably be tired and 
have other symptoms that come on all at 
once.

Stuffy Nose: May Mean a Cold
Unless you’re also feverish, very achy, 
and just plain zapped of energy, you likely 
have a cold -- although many people with 
the flu also say they have a stuffy nose and 
sneezing.
Both colds and the flu can lead to sinus 
infections. In addition to thick yellow or 
green nasal discharge, sinus infections can 
cause headaches and pain in the forehead, 
cheeks, and nasal bridge. The pain usually 
gets worse with sudden head movement or 
strain. Sometimes, you can get a second-
ary bacterial infection that needs antibiot-
ic treatment.

Flu Swab Tests Can ID Flu Fast
The quickest and best way to know which 
illness you have is to get a test at your doc-
tor’s office.
By taking a nasal or throat swab, your 
doctor can often tell if you have the flu 
virus, usually within 30 minutes or less. 
If the test shows you have the flu and your 
symptoms started within the last 48 hours, 
your doctor may suggest antiviral medi-
cine to help you recover faster.

Flu: Start Antiviral Drugs ASAP
These medications can make you feel 
better and shorten your illness by 1 to 2 
days -- especially if you start them within 
2 days of getting sick. Over-the-counter 
products can also lessen some symptoms 
like a cough and congestion. Read labels 
and instructions carefully so you under-

stand what the meds do and how to take 
them.

Colds: OTC Drugs Can Ease Symptoms
Drugstore medicines like decongestants, 
cough suppressants, and antihistamines 
can help congestion, coughing, and nasal 
symptoms. Acetaminophen, ibuprofen, or 
naproxen can treat pain or a headache.
Read the active ingredients and warnings 
on all product labels. Many cough and 
cold medicines have the same ingredients, 
so you could accidentally overdose unless 
you’re careful. Don’t give aspirin to a 
child under 18. Using it to treat the flu has 
been linked to a condition called Reye’s 
syndrome in kids.

Hand-Washing Is Key
Wash your hands well so you don’t spread 
the flu to other people. Use soap and warm 
water. Rub your hands together for 20 sec-
onds. Don’t forget the areas between your 
fingers and around your nails. Rinse and 
dry thoroughly. Alcohol-based hand sani-
tizers also work.
Wash often during cold and flu season, es-
pecially after you cough, sneeze, or blow 
your nose. Can’t find a tissue? Sneeze or 
cough into your elbow instead of your 
hands.

Get Vaccinated
Get a flu shot. It’s made from proteins 
found on versions of last year’s flu. It helps 
your body be ready to recognize and fight 
when you’re exposed to the real thing. The 
flu vaccine can’t give you the flu!
The flu shot is very important for children 
older than 6 months, pregnant women, 
adults 50 and older, and people with long-
term (chronic) illnesses or weak immune 
systems.
Some years, you can get a nasal mist ver-
sion of the vaccine.

Is Swine Flu (H1N1) Still a Threat?
The swine flu pandemic officially ended in 
2010. Vaccines protect against the swine 
and seasonal flus, which share many of the 
same symptoms: cough, sore throat, fever 
(although not everyone with the flu gets a 
fever), and body aches.
                                                     
https://www.webmd.com/cold-and-flu/
news

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

U.S. 2018 flu season map. “The flu is still 
happening all over the United States,” 
Dr. Dan Jernigan, Director of the Influ-
enza Division at the National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory Diseas-

es, CDC, said in a news briefing.
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LOCAL NEWS
H-E-B hopes for a promotional touch-
down at the Super Bowl

H-E-B is heading to the Super Bowl.
The San Antonio-based grocery chain will be 
promoting the fifth anniversary of its H-E-B 
Primo Picks Quest for Texas Best competition 
with a 60-second spot airing between the game’s 
third and fourth quarters in top Texas media 
markets. In San Antonio, the minute-long 
commercial will air during halftime and it will 
be accompanied by a 30-second spot airing 
between the third and fourth quarters.
The commercial will feature country singer 
Cowboy Troy extolling the pleasures of every-
where in the state from Luckenbach to the Ala-
mo in the hunt for “Texas treasures,” the theme 
of the contest. (Though, it should be noted, 
that everywhere in Texas doesn’t include DFW 

By Cary Darling

Tax Identity Theft Awareness Week starts today

Today is the start of both the FTC’s 
Tax Identity Theft Awareness Week 
and the IRS’s tax filing season. What 
better time to find out how to reduce 
the risk that you or someone you 
know wTax Identity Theft Awareness 
Week logoill become a victim of 
tax-related identity theft?

Join us this week for free webinars 
and Twitter chats focused on tax-re-
lated identity theft and IRS imposter 
scams. Hear from experts from the 
FTC, IRS, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, the AARP Foundation Tax-
Aide program, and elsewhere. There 
are events for all consumers, and 

where H-E-B doesn’t have much of a presence 
outside of Central Market.)
H-E-B Primo Picks are unique Lone Star 
State-products that are sold exclusively at H-E-B 
stores. According to an H-E-B release, more than 
9,000 Primo Picks are on sale at H-E-B stores 
and 240 of those got into the chain as Texas Best 
submissions.
Entrepreneurs can submit applications for the 
contest at HEB.com/quest between Feb. 4 and 
March 18.
The field of entrants will be narrowed to 25 in 
August and those will compete for cash as well 
as placement in HEB stores. The grand prize 
winner also receives a new Toyota Tundra and 
$25,000.

by Seena Gressin
Attorney, Division of Consumer & 
Business Education

additional information for service 
members, older adults, and business 
owners.

Our first event — a webinar for 
consumers hosted by the FTC and 
the Identity Theft Resource Center — 
starts at 2 p.m. EST today. Visit ftc.
gov/taxidentitytheft for details about 
how to participate in all the week’s 
activities.

What is tax-related identity theft? It 
happens when someone uses your So-
cial Security number (SSN) to claim 
your tax refund or earn wages. You 
might find out that it has happened 
when you get a notice from the IRS 
saying more than one tax return was 
filed with your SSN, or IRS records 

show you have wage income from an employer 
you don’t know.

There is some encouraging news though — 
last year, 22% of the identity theft complaints 
to the FTC concerned tax-related identity 
theft, falling from 33% in 2016. Total identity 
theft complaints to the FTC also were down, 
dropping to 371,157 complaints in 2017, from 
399,223 in 2016. It was the second year in a 
row that identity theft complaints to the FTC 
declined.

There also was encouraging news about IRS 
imposters — the scam callers who say they’re 
from the IRS and threaten you’ll be arrested 
or fined unless you pay them immediately for 
supposed past-due taxes. We received 56,065 
complaints about IRS imposters last year, 
down a whopping 54% from 2016.
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