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‘Laws have failed,’ say Florida 
survivors in push to limit gun sales

  
If 

If you would like to share news or 
information with our readers, please 
send the unique stories, business 

news organization events, and school 
news to us includinig your name and 
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com 
or contact
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai          281-498-4310

Fig & Olive restaurant to open 
at the Galleria in early March

Publisher:  Wea H. Lee
General Manager: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins, Jun Gai
Business Manager : Jennifer Lopez
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

TALLAHASSEE, Fla./WASHINGTON (Reuters) 
- Hundreds of people including teenaged survivors 
of last week’s deadly Florida high school mass 
shooting poured into the state capital Tallahassee 
on Wednesday demanding that lawmakers limit 
sales of assault rifles.
Some wore T-shirts and carried signs reading “We 
call B.S.,” one of the slogans of the movement 
started by students of Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland, Florida, where 17 
students and educators were slain by a gunman 
with an AR-15 semi-automatic assault rifle in the 
second-deadliest shooting at a U.S. public school.
The Feb. 14 massacre, the latest in a long series of 
deadly U.S. school shootings, stirred the nation’s 
long-running debate about gun rights and public 
safety, prompting officials from state lawmakers 
to U.S. President Donald Trump to consider new 
action.
Investigators said the assault was carried out by 
19-year-old former Stoneman student Nikolas 
Cruz, who purchased an AR-15 nearly a year ago. 
Police charged Cruz, who had been kicked out of 
the school due to disciplinary problems, with 17 
counts of premeditated murder.
“Nikolas Cruz was able to purchase an assault rifle 
before he was able to buy a beer,” said Laurenzo 
Prado, a Stoneman junior, referring to a Florida 
law that allows people as young as 18 to buy 
assault weapons. “The laws of the country have 
failed.”
Florida lawmakers in Tallahassee said they would 
consider raising the age limit to 21, the same stan-
dard for handguns and alcohol, though the state 
Senate on Wednesday opted not to take up a gun 
control measure.

Trump, a strong supporter of gun rights, was due 
to meet later Wednesday with parents, students 
and teachers who were victims of gun violence, 
including those affected by the Valentine’s Day 
shooting in Florida.
The White House meeting comes a day after 
Trump said his administration would take steps to 
ban bump stocks, an accessory that enables a rifle 
to shoot hundreds of rounds a minute. A spokes-
woman said the administration was open to the 
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idea of setting national age limits on sales of assault 
rifles.
Dozens of students packed into a meeting room on 
Wednesday, peppering Florida Senate President Joe 
Negron, a Republican, with questions about why civil-
ians should have continued access to assault rifles.
Negron declined to say whether he would support any 
specific gun control measures, saying, “That’s an issue 
we’re going to look at as we work to develop legisla-
tion.”
The legislative session wraps up on March 9, leaving 
lawmakers little time to act.
Under pressure after Parkland, Trump on Tuesday 
directed the Justice Department to quickly complete 
a proposed rule that would treat “bump stocks” as 
machine guns, which could effectively outlaw them in 
the United States.
Last October, a retired real estate investor and high-
stakes gambler used multiple assault rifles equipped 
with bump stocks to kill 58 people at a Las Vegas 
outdoor concert, the deadliest attack by a single gun-
man in U.S. history. Bump stocks have not played a 
prominent role in other recent U.S. mass shootings.
Trump’s support for any tightening of gun laws would 
mark a change for the Republican who was endorsed 
by the National Rifle Association gun lobby during the 
2016 presidential campaign.
The NRA opposes an outright ban on bump stocks but 
has said it would be open to restric-
tions on the devices.
Senate Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer on Wednesday urged Trump 
to back legislation, instead of a regu-
lation, on bump stocks.
“The only way to close this loophole 
permanently is legislation,” Schumer 

said.
Calls for national student walk-outs and marches in 
the coming months have gained steam on social me-
dia, including the “March for Our Lives” on March 24 
in Washington, spearheaded by Stoneman students.
Hundreds of students walked out of high schools in 
Florida, Maryland and Arizona, in a move to show 
support for the student activists, according to witness-
es and local media. The Maryland march was headed 
toward the U.S. Capitol.
In Washington, several hundred of young student 

Students who walked out of their classes at Montgomery County, Maryland schools, protest against 
gun violence in front of the White House in Washington, U.S., February 21, 2018. REUTERS/Kevin 

Montgomery County students demonstrate in front of the White House in Washington

A gun, cut in half by its owner, is pictured in Orange County, California, U.S., February 
20, 2018, in this picture obtained from social media.in North Lauderdale

protesters converged on the U.S. Capitol 
and then the White House on Wednes-
day afternoon, carrying signs reading 
“Hold Hands Not Guns,” “Keep guns 
out of the wrong hands” and “Abolish 
the NRA”
The NRA has agreed to participate in 
a televised town hall on guns to be 
broadcast by CNN later Wednesday, the 
news network said. NRA officials did 

not immediately respond to requests 
for comment.
In the Florida state capital, dozens 
of Stoneman students, teachers, and 
parents wore bright blue T-shirts and 
carried signs reading “We Call B.S.” 
which has become a battle cry since 
a Stoneman senior shouted the words 
during a gun control rally after the 
shooting.
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Heitman acquires 4 Houston medical 
office buildings in portfolio deal

Chicago-based Heitman has acquired four 
buildings in the Houston area as part of the 
17-building medical office portfolio span-
ning seven states.
JLL represented the seller, Bentall Kennedy, 
on behalf of a state pension fund.
“The PHT Portfolio is a high-quality, 
well-diversified portfolio of premier prop-
erties with near-100 percent occupancy 
and a collective tenancy of highly-rated, 
market-leading health systems,” Heitman 
managing director Brian Pieracci said in an 
announcement.
The properties, known as the PHT medical 
office portfolio, total 1.4 million square feet 
and are 96 percent leased.
In the United States, mobile dating is all 
about Tinder and Match.com. But in Ger-
many, young singles are turning to Lovoo. 
This week, Meet Group announced it is 
acquiring the app for $70 million; the deal 
is expected to close in October. Geoff Cook, 

By Katherine Feser

Princeton Medical Arts Pavilion in Plainsboro, N.J. is one of 17 medical office properties acquired by an 
affiliate of Chicago-based Heitman. The purchased included four buildings in the Houston area

CEO of Meet Group, says adding Lovoo to 
its portfolio helps increase the company’s 
footprint in Europe. Cook says it will be the 
largest app in Meet Group’s portfolio when 
the deal closes.
The local buildings, occupied by Memorial 
Hermann, include Sugar Land Medical Pla-
za I, 17510 W. Grand Parkway South, Sugar 
Land Medical Plaza II, 17520 W. Grand 
Parkway South, Katy Medical Plaza I, 23920 
Katy Freeway, and Katy Medical Plaza II, 
23960 Katy Freeway. The deal included 
three buildings in San Antonio’s Westover 
Hills Medical Plaza.
The other buildings are in Plainsboro, N.J., 
Raleigh, N.C., Richmond, Va., Columbia, 
Mo., Indianapolis and Chicago.
Denver-based NexCore Group, which ad-
vised Heitman on the deal, will manage and 
lease the properties. Heitman is a global 
real estate investment management firm 
with $39 billion in assets under manage-
ment.

Fig & Olive restaurant to open 
at the Galleria in early March

Fig & Olive, the first of four new 
restaurants planned for the former 
Saks Fifth Avenue space at the Galle-
ria, is set to open in early March.
The coastal Mediterranean restau-
rant, which specializes in French, 
Italian, Spanish and North African 
cuisine, plans to open behind the 
curved Philip Johnson-designed 
facade of the former Saks.
The 7,000-square-foot restaurant 
will feature a 160-seat dining room, 
a 24-seat bar and lounge, two private 
dining rooms with audio-visual 
equipment and a 40-seat outdoor 

terrace inspired by summers in the 
French Riviera.
Chefs Thomas Laczynski, formerly 
with True Food Kitchen in Austin, 
and Timothy Hughes will lead Fig & 
Olive's culinary team in Houston. The 
restaurant will serve wine and cock-
tails as well as brunch, lunch and din-
ner dishes, such as paella, branzino 
with rosemary, risotto and carpaccio. 
Patrons can purchase gourmet olive 
oils from the restaurant and online.
"The Houston opening marks an ex-
citing and important time in the Fig 
& Olive journey,"

Cory Bronson, a marketing 
executive with Fig & Olive, said 
in a statement. "We look forward 
to working with Simon (Property 
Group) and the Galleria team to 
bring our unique blend of coastal 
Mediterranean cuisine, cocktails 
and music to the great city of 
Houston."
Fig & Olive, founded in 2006, 
operates eight restaurants in 
New York; Los Angeles; Newport 
Beach, Calif.; and Washington, 
D.C. The local restaurant in the 
Galleria will be joined later this 
year by Nobu, a Japanese-Pe-
ruvian sushi restaurant; Spice 
Route, an Indian concept; and Fox 
Restaurant Concepts' Blanco Ta-

cos + Tequila, a Mexican 
street food brand.
The new restaurants are 
part of Simon Property 
Group's multiyear, $250 
million expansion and 
renovation of the Galle-
ria, one of the nation's 
largest malls.
The Indianapolis-based 
retail developer is 
spending $30 million to 
transform the former 
Saks Fifth Avenue store 
into 110,000 square feet 
of new retail and restau-
rant space.



A gun, cut in half by its owner, is seen in Leavenworth, Washington, U.S., in this 
February 19, 2018 picture obtained from social media. Jonah Manning 

Short Track Speed Skating Events - Pyeongchang 2018 Win-
ter Olympics - Women’s 1000m Competition - GangFigure 
Skating - Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics - Ladies Sin-
gle Skating Short Program - Gangneung, South Korea - Feb-
ruary 21, 2018 - Aiza Mambekova of Kazakhstan performs. 
REUTERS/Damir Sagolj TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

SEARCH “OLYMPICS BEST” FOR ALL PICTURES. TPX 

Nordic Combined Events - Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics - Team LH 
Training - Alpensia Ski Jumping Centre - Pyeongchang, South Korea - February 
21, 2018 - A forejumper in action. Picture taken with a fisheye lens. REUTERS/

High school students observe a moment of silence in memory of the victims of the shooting 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, during a demonstration calling for safer gun 
laws outside the North Carolina State Capitol building in Raleigh
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A Snapshot Of The World

A hostess looks at medalists during a medal ceremony at the 
Medal Plaza in Pyeongchang, South Korea February 20, 2018. 
Picture taken February 20, 2018. REUTERS/Kim Hong-Ji TPX 
IMAGES OF THE DAY

Armed forces members leave the Milton Dias Moreira penitentiary after an inspection operation in 
Japeri, near Rio de Janeiro

Figure Skating - Pyeongchang 2018 Winter Olympics - Ladies 
Single Skating Short Program - Gangneung, South Korea - February 
21, 2018 - Evgenia Medvedeva, an Olympic Athlete from Russia, 
performs. REUTERS/John Sibley

U.S. President Donald Trump talks about banning devices that can be attached to semiautomat-
ic guns to make them automatic, during a Public Safety Medal of Valor Awards Ceremony at the 
White House in Washington, U.S., February 20, 2018. REUTERS/Leah Millis

After walking out of class with hundreds of her fellow students at Walt Whitman High School in Montgom-
ery County, Maryland, Gwen Parks holds up her hands during a protest against gun violence in front of the 
White House in Washington, U.S., February 21, 2018. 
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COMMUNITY
Ancient History Of Asian Culture Will 
Come Alive At The 22nd Annual Texas 

International Lunar Festival

The Chinese New Year, Lunar New Year or 
Spring Festival, as it’s been called since the 
20th century, remains the most important so-
cial and economic holiday in China, and today 
is celebrated by Chinese people and people of 
other cultures and ethnic origins all around the 
world. 
This most happy, joyful and ancient of all holi-
day for Chinese all started out of fear, according 
to centuries-old legend. While the origins of the 
New Year celebration varies from teller to tell-
er, all legends include the story of  a terrible 
mythical monster who preyed all the villagers 
of the land. The lion-like monster’s name was 
Nian (年) which is also the Chinese word for 
“year.” The stories also all include a wise old 
man who counsels the villagers to scare off the 
evil Nian by making loud noises with drums 
and firecrackers and hanging red paper cutouts 
and scrolls on their doors because, for some 
reason, the Nian was very fearful of the color 
red. As legend has it, the villagers took the old 
man’s advice and the Nian was conquered. So 
on the anniversary of the date, the Chinese rec-
ognize the “passing of the Nian” known in Chi-
nese as guo nian (過年), which is shared with 
the new year celebrations.

Today, Chinese New Year is celebrated in Chi-
na and in countries and territories with signif-
icant Chinese populations, including Hong 
Kong, Macau, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Taiwan, Mauritius, The Philippines 
and ChinaTowns all over the world. 

Based On The Lunar Calendar
The date of Chinese New Year changes each 
year because it is based on the lunar calendar. 
While the western Gregorian calendar is based 
on the earth’s orbit around the sun, China and 
most Asian countries use the lunar calendar that 
is based on the moon’s orbit around the earth. 
Chinese New Year always falls on the second 
new moon after the winter solstice. Other Asian 
countries such as Korea, Japan and Vietnam 
also celebrate new year using the lunar calen-
dar.
Originally tied to the lunar-solar Chinese calen-
dar, the holiday was a time to honor household 
and heavenly deities as well as ancestors. It was 
also a time to bring family together for feast-
ing. With the popular adoption in China of the 
Western calendar in 1912, the Chinese joined in 
celebrating January 1 as New Year’s Day. 

China, however, continues to celebrate the 
traditional Chinese New Year, although in a 
shorter version with a new name–the Spring 
Festival. Significantly, younger generations of 
Chinese now observe the holiday in a very dif-
ferent manner from their ancestors. For some 
young people, the holiday has evolved from an 
opportunity to renew family ties to a chance for 
relaxation from work. 

Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner (center) joined South-
ern News Chairman Wea H.                                            

Lee and participants in the 21st 
Annual Texas International Lunar 

Festival in 2017.
Chinese History Comes Alive
Today, the spirit of the traditional Chinese New 
Year lives on in the 22nd Annual Texas Interna-
tional Lunar Festival (www.texaslunarfest.net), 
the largest celebration of Asian culture in the 
south central part of the United States, being 

held this year on Saturday, February 24, 2018, 
in front of the Southern News Group Building 
in Southwest Houston, located at 11122 Bel-
laire Blvd., Houston, Texas 77072. 
This year’s Festival will have an internation-
al theme highlighting the many countries and 
cultures of the world and will include cultur-
al displays, international food and vendor 
booths, international entertainment, acrobats, 
lion dances, martial arts demonstrations, mu-
sic and dancing by international performers, 
carnival rides, games and door prizes for every 
age group. The festival’s activities are carefully 
selected to complement this great and exciting 
celebration with lively international entertain-
ment that reflects the many diverse groups liv-
ing here in the Houston community. 

You will even find zesty tra-
ditional German dancing                                                                                                    

at the 22nd Annual Texas Interna-
tional Lunar Festival!

We not only celebrate an important part of Asia 
but also include International performances. In 
the Chinese lunar calendar a different animal or 
mythological beast represents every year in a 
twelve year cycle. The year of 2018 is the year 
of the Dog. 
At the annual Texas Lunar Festival, we cele-
brate the impressive qualities of every culture 
while celebrating the Asian Lunar New Year. 
For the past 21 years, community leaders and 
volunteers have worked hard to promote the 
remarkable diversity and impressive leadership 
of the greater Asian community while fostering 
friendship among nearly every culture. 

Thanks to the remarkable success of previous 
festivals, we have expanded this year’s festival! 
Our commitment to cultural diversity and the 
promise of a stronger tomorrow starts at our 
festival. The success of previous festivals has 
proven our dedication and enthusiasm to ex-
pand above and beyond our former festivals. 

Thousands of citizens across the great State of 
Texas visit our festival every year. From the ex-
citing entertainment to the remarkable cuisine, 
the Texas Lunar Festival not only celebrates 
Houston…but every culture across our beauti-
ful planet. 
Since 1979, Southern News Group has not 
only built the largest Asian media complex in 
the southwestern United States, but has also 
reached out to the broader community of south-
west Houston with programs that respond to the 
growing ethnic diversity of this unique section 
of one of America’s fastest growing cities. 
We have initiated and been the driving force 
behind many community projects, programs 
and events that include the Texas Lunar New 
Year Festival, the McDonald’s Education 
Workshops, the Texas African Summit, the ITC 
Education Institute and have aired many more 
educational, cultural and business-related tele-
vision programs on our digital television sta-
tion, STV 15.3, as well as having hosted over 
200 international business related meetings and 
events at our International Trade Center. 

The 22nd Annual Texas International Lunar 
Festival is being hosted by Southern News 
Group, Chinese New Year Festival Inc., Inter-
national Trade Center, International Manage-
ment District,           and STV 15.3. 
For more information please contact Jennifer 
Lopez at 281-983-8152 or jenniferitc@gmail.
com 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Lunar Festival Dragon Dance in the 
1920’s in the U.S.
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BUSINESS
White House Defends Response To

Russian Meddling Amid Mueller Probe
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WASHINGTON -- On Tuesday, Presi-
dent Trump tweeted that he’s been “much 
tougher on Russia” than his predecessor. 
His chief spokesperson picked up the theme 
during the White House press briefing 
Tuesday afternoon.
“He has been tougher on Russia in the first 
year than Obama was on eight years com-
bined,” White House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said.
Last week, special counsel Robert Muel-
ler indicted 13 Russian nationals and three 
companies for interfering in the 2016 elec-
tion.

Donald J. Trump
I have been much 
tougher on Russia than 
Obama, just look at the 
facts. Total Fake News!
7:38 AM - Feb 20, 2018

“The defendants allegedly conducted what 
they called ‘information warfare’ against 
the United States,” Deputy Attorney Gener-
al Rod Rosenstein said.
But the president has soft-peddled criticism 
of Russia and its President Vladimir Putin, 
casting blame at a top House Democrat, the 
media and even suggesting the FBI missed 
a tip that might have averted the Florida 
high school massacre because it was dis-
tracted by the Russia probe.
“We would like our FBI agencies to not be 
focused on something that is clearly a hoax 
in terms of investigating the Trump cam-
paign and its involvement,” Sanders said.
The president also lashed out at National 
Security Adviser H.R. McMaster -- who 
spoke about Russian interference at a global 
security conference in Munich on Saturday.
“The evidence is incontrovertible,” Mc-
Master said.
Mr. Trump faulted McMaster because he 
“forgot to say that the results of the 2016 
election were not impacted or changed by 
the Russians.”

“He still has confidence in General McMas-
ter,” Sanders pointed out Tuesday.
Shortly before leaving office, former Presi-
dent Obama expelled 35 Russian diplomats 
in retaliation for the meddling. And former 
Obama administration officials continue to 

condemn the Kremlin.
“Quite frankly, ladies and gentlemen, it is 
irrelevant to me who they were trying to 
influence vote for or against. They have 
no damn right,” former Vice President Joe 
Biden said. “No right whatsoever. It’s our 
sovereign right to be able to conduct our 
elections unfettered. Period.”
Sanders said Mr. Trump has been tough 
on Russia because he kept sanctions put in 
place by Mr. Obama. But this White House 
has not imposed new sanctions even though 
Mr. Trump signed legislation calling for 
just that.
Related
St Petersburg ‘Troll Farm’ Had 90 
Dedicated Staff  Working To Influ-

ence U.S. Election Campaign

The Kremlin Has Rejected Alle-
gations Of Interference In The 

2016 U.S. Election

Few Russian addresses have re-
ceived as much attention as 55 

Savushkina Street. The grey, 
four-storey office block in St Pe-
tersburg’s northwestern suburbs 
seems almost undeserving of the 
interest. But the souls inside, busy 
with pro-Kremlin internet manipula-
tion since 2011, have ensured their 
building will stay in the headlines 
for some time to come. Even after 
they were blocked by Facebook, 55 
Savushkina St kept about a million 
subscribers on various channels.
An investigation has revealed more intimate 
details about the office, known colloquially 
as “the troll farm.” The report, published on 
Tuesday by the business portal RBC, sug-
gests that the organisation played a role in 
the US election campaign and its aftermath, 
organising as many as 40 US rallies and 
protests.
The report identifies 120 different groups 
and social media accounts used by trolls 
over 2016-2017. “The farm,” it suggests, 
concentrated on divisive social issues for 
the US, particularly civil rights.
The report describes a rally held in Char-
lotte on 22 October 2016, ostensibly against 
police violence. The event was held in the 
name of “BlackMatterUS,” and it seems 
probable many of the activists who took 
part did not understand the rally was uncon-
nected with Black Lives Matter. Or, indeed, 

that the entire 
operation was 
being directed 
from St Peters-
burg.  
Facebook adver-
tising campaigns 
also focused on 
divisive mes-
sages, the report 
says. The US 
tech giant has 
already con-
firmed 55 Sa-
vushkina Street 
was respon-
sible for buy-
ing $100,000 
(£75,000) worth 
of pre-election 

posts, and this report does not add to those 
numbers.  

Fake Russian ads places in Face-
book.

It reveals details about the organisation’s 
relatively modest budget. Over two years, 
“the troll farm” spent $2.2m (£1.7m), the 
vast majority of which went on wages. For 
Russia’s second city, the pay was reason-
able but not excessive. Wages started at 
55,000 rubles (£725)  per month for a new 
hire, rising to 120,000 rubles (£1600) for 
line managers.
In total, 250 people were employed, with 90 
dedicated trolls working on the US election 
campaign at its peak.
Close scrutiny made the trolling organ-
isation change its methods. Following 

publication of a long investigation in The 
New York Times in June 2015, Facebook 
blocked its accounts. But “the farm” opened 
new channels and reverted to more sophisti-
cated anonymous protocols. The authors of 
the report say 55 Savushkina St kept about 
a million subscribers on various channels 
even after the main Facebook accounts 
were closed.
“They’re learning, but only by their mis-
takes,” Andrey Zakharov, one of the authors 
of the report, told The Independent. “Their 
US operations, for example, required total 
anonymity, but they still fumbled by attach-
ing Russian mobile numbers to their Twitter 
accounts.”
Russian presidential spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov has distanced the Kremlin from 
allegations of interference in the US elec-
tions.

“We don’t know who placed the Facebook 
ads, how they were placed,” he told jour-
nalists last month. “The Russian side is not 
involved in this.”
The report does not contain any smoking 
gun that might link “the farm” to the Trump 
campaign. Indeed, its authors suggest that 
media coverage of the trolls of 55 Savush-
kina St may be somewhat incommensurate 
with their real influence. Interest in Rus-
sia’s “troll farm” had arguably reached 
“unhealthy” levels, Mr Zakharov told The 
Independent.
“You hear very little about the Macedonian 
bloggers that pumped out fake news in sup-
port of Trump, yet their audience was phe-
nomenal,” he said.
“If the Russian trolls are responsible for 
Trump, then you’d have to say these guys 
are too.” (Courtesy http://www.indepen-
dent.co.uk/news/world)

The Russian government continues to deny any                                                                                     
hacking of the 2016 U.S. election campaign.
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