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Defiant Putin welcomes World
Cup as Russia win

The Daily

Supporters of the Iranian and the
Colombian national soccer teams
pose for a photo during a gathering
on the first day of the 2018 FIFA
World Cup in central Moscow

A supporter of
the Colombian
national soccer
team cheers
during a gathering on the first
day of the 2018
FIFA World
Cup in central
Moscow

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia welcomed the
world to the soccer World Cup on Thursday
as fans streamed in, the hosts savored a 5-0
victory on the pitch and President Vladimir
Putin’s government derided Western efforts
to isolate him.
The Kremlin leader, greeted by a huge cheer
ahead of the hosts’ opening game against
Saudi Arabia, spoke of showing the world a
hospitable Russia and of sport overcoming
differences.
Russia is grappling with Western sanctions
imposed after its seizure of Crimea from
Ukraine four years ago, but a crushing win

in the first of 64 matches of a monthlong festival was all many Russians
were thinking about.
Talking of a love of soccer uniting
the planet “as one team”, Putin said:
“In this unity, over which no powers
reign, in which there are no differences of language, of ideology or of
faith, lies the great power of football,
and of all sport.”
Western powers chose not to send
senior representatives to the opening
ceremony but, despite some muttering this year as relations soured fur-

ther, there are no sporting boycotts
like the one that marred the 1980
Moscow Olympics, or doping
bans of the kind that excluded
many Russians from the last two
Olympics.
“Attempts at a boycott were
doomed from the start,” Deputy
Prime Minister Vitaly Mutko, a
close Putin ally and long-time
sports minister - himself banned
from the Olympics - told Izvestiya
newspaper. “It shows how foreign
politicians are sometimes cut off

COMCAST EXPANDS NUMBER OF
Community
INTERNATIONAL
CHANNELS
JAPAN and Willow sports content.
PHILADELPHIA,

Coupled With the Recent Sling
Coupled with the recent addition of Sling
PA; June 7, 2018
International Integration, the In- International on X1, the new international
– Comcast today
ternational Experience on Xfinity experience on X1 now includes over 415
announced that it
X1 Now Offers More Than 415
networks in more than 20 languages and
has expanded the
Networks in More Than 20 Lan- the content is organized and curated in a
number of interway that makes search and discovery by
national channels
geography
or language simple and easy.
that are available to Xfinity TV customers
X1
customers
can just say “International” to go
by including 42 networks, now available
directly
to
the
International destination on Xfinity
nationally on Xfinity X1 and through the
on
Demand.
Additionally,
customers can use their
Xfinity Stream TV app and portal on movoice to discover programming relevant to a spebile devices, computers, and Roku devices
cific region of the world - “Asian Entertainment,”
in the home. From Bollywood movies and
“South Asian Entertainment,” “European EntertainChinese news, to Russian cinema and Brament,” or “Brazilian Entertainment” are all voice
zilian telenovelas, X1 customers can now
commands that take the viewer directly to a curated
find and enjoy foreign language content
assortment of channels, shows, movies, music and
such as STAR India PLUS, Zee TV, TV
more. With more than 1.5 billion voice commands
Asia, Globo, Record TV, TV5Monde, TV
generated in the first quarter of 2018 alone, X1 cus-

from real life.”
The president, newly re-elected
after 18 years in power, heard
British singer Robbie Williams
dominate a colorful half-hour
opening ceremony at Moscow’s
Luzhniki Stadium with what the
Kremlin listed as an array of 15
foreign leaders — though that
included eight from ex-Soviet
neighbors as well as two from
Russian-backed breakaway
regions of Georgia.

tomers are using the X1 voice remote more
than ever to find the content they love.
“Xfinity X1 is now the go-to platform for the
best international programming and viewing
experience,” said Rebecca Simpson, Executive Director, International Strategy for
Comcast Cable. “With the demand for multicultural content increasing, we are thrilled
to complement our existing array of international programming by adding more channels
all thoughtfully curated into an easy way to
navigate, discover and enjoy.”
X1 customers can access the current international programming that is part of their
subscription, or quickly subscribe to additional channels and/or packages of interest,
which include:
TV shows and movie collections from
countries including Brazil, China, France,
Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, the
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Asia, and Vietnam.

Multicultural networks available on

Tough sanctions will remain on
North Korea until its complete
denuclearization, the U.S. secretary
of state said on Thursday, apparently
contradicting the North's view that
the process agreed at this week's
summit would be phased and reciprocal.

Arab warplanes and warships
pounded Houthi positions in Yemen's Hodeidah on Thursday as a
Saudi-led alliance tried to seize the
main port in the largest battle of
a war that has created the world's
worst humanitarian crisis.
the Sling International X1 app, featuring
content from different countries in 21
languages, including Chinese (Beijing
TV, CCTV News and iCable News),
South Asian dialects (GEO TV, Jus
Punjabi, Aaj Talk, and Bollywood News),
and Arabic (Al Jazeera, ART Movies, and
MBC).

Programming, music and more
from around the world from popular
streaming services Netflix and YouTube
available over the internet on X1.
Starting at $6.99 per month, International
channels and packages can be added to
a customer’s Xfinity TV subscription by
visiting the International destination on
X1, going to https://www.xfinity.com/international, or by contacting the Comcast
Call Center (1-855-755-2212), which
also provides in-language support for
Cantonese, Mandarin, Korean, Tagalog
and Vietnamese speakers.
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Commentary: Time to set sail for new era of SCO cooperation
by Xinhua writer Shi Xiaomeng
QINGDAO, China, June 9 (Xinhua) -- As
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)
leaders gather in this dynamic Chinese port city
for a summit over the weekend, the world’s largest regional institution is poised to open a new
chapter in its already remarkable development.
Given the increasing influence of the SCO,
which now represents nearly half the global
population and serves as a model for international win-win cooperation, sustained sound
growth of the organization will benefit not only
its eight members but also the world at large.
The summit in Qingdao, China’s city of sails, is
the SCO’s first since India and Pakistan became
full members last year, and follows 17 years of
steady progress, which has turned it into one of
the most successful regional institutions across
the globe.
When China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan founded the SCO
in June 2001, its primary mission was to build
mutual trust, safeguard trans-border security
and boost anti-terrorism cooperation, a focus
that has proved to be strikingly visionary in the
wake of the Cold War.
Over the following years, the SCO made
impressive achievements in combating the
“three evil forces” of terrorism, separatism
and extremism, as well as in cracking down
on cross-border and cyber crimes. As a result,
security and stability have been markedly improved across the region.
Later on, in line with the changes in the international circumstances and the needs of its
own members, the SCO gradually expanded its
agenda from security to economic and cultural
cooperation.

On the economic front, the SCO has been a staunch
champion of free trade and common development in
the region. Its members have carried out a series of
facilitation and liberalization measures, and signed
the SCO Development Strategy 2025 and a string
of other agreements, providing a strong and steady
boost for the growth both of the organization and of
their respective economies.
Official statistics show that the combined GDP
of the SCO’s six founding members reached 12.63
trillion U.S. dollars in 2017, increasing more than
seven times from the 2001 level. During the same
period, their total trade volume also grew more than
seven-fold, reaching 4.9 trillion dollars in 2017. The
numbers have climbed further after the accession of
India and Pakistan.
People-to-people exchanges are also gathering
steam. More tourists are traveling between SCO
countries, and more joint cultural events are being
held. Among many other programs is the SCO University, which was initiated in 2007 and now comprises a network of 82 educational institutions in member
states providing highly skilled personnel training in
seven fields, including ecology and nanotechnology.
All these achievements have highlighted the practical significance and lasting vitality of its bedrock
principle -- the Shanghai Spirit, which features
mutual trust, mutual benefit, equality, consultation,
respect for cultural diversity and pursuit of common
development.
Since its establishment, the SCO has faithfully upheld the Shanghai Spirit, advocating mutual respect
and win-win cooperation and following an external
policy that adheres to non-alignment and not targeting any third country.
Particularly, the SCO has consistently played an
active and constructive role in regional and global
affairs, and set a striking example for forging the China-championed new type of international relations,

which features mutual respect, fairness and justice,
and win-win cooperation.
An eloquent testimony is the SCO’s openness. It
has granted full membership to India and Pakistan,
it routinely invites representatives from international
organizations to its summits, and it always stands
ready to work with willing parties for mutually beneficial cooperation.
Meanwhile, it is also the SCO’s open posture that is
ushering in a new era of its development. After the
membership enlargement, it now boasts more people
and broader markets, which naturally means greater
potential and brighter prospects.
Against the backdrop of rising protectionism and
isolationism in some parts of the world, SCO solidarity and cooperation now bear greater global importance. In parallel, the Belt and Road Initiative and
the building of a community with a shared future for
mankind -- two grand visions proposed by Chinese
President Xi Jinping -- have opened new prospects
for SCO development.
The Qingdao summit represents a unique opportunity. It is expected to lay out new plans to enhance the
synergy of development strategies of SCO countries,
adopt a number of documents and action plans on
practical cooperation, and deliver a clear message on
improving global governance and consolidating the
multilateral trade system.
All SCO members, both old and new, should continue to stand together in the Shanghai Spirit, and
join hands to build on the positive momentum and
strive for further progress.
It befits the historic occasion in the sailing city in
the SCO’s birth country that the exemplary organization will, as Xi said in his toast at the welcome dinner
on Saturday evening, “hoist the sail of the Shanghai
Spirit, break waves and embark on a new voyage.”
Enditem
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A Snapshot Of The World

A supporter of the Russian national soccer team cheers during a gathering
on the eve of the 2018 FIFA World Cup outside Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow

Russian descendants react after a goal as they watch the first match of the FIFA World Cup in Sao Paulo

Supporters of the Egyptian national soccer team take a selfie with a street performer dressed as
Father Frost on the eve of the 2018 FIFA World Cup in central Moscow

A participant holds a poster of artist Andrii Yermolenko during a rally demanding the
liberation of Ukrainian film director Oleg Sentsov by Russia, in front of the Russian
embassy in Kiev

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a news conference on
the results of the SCO summit in Qingdao

Participants hold posters by artist Yermolenko during a rally demanding the boycott of
the 2018 FIFA World Cup and the release of political prisoners held in Russia, in front
of the Russian embassy in Kiev

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a news conference on the results of the SCO summit in
Qingdao

A Reporter Without Borders (RSF) activist, wearing a
mask depicting Russian President Vladimir Putin, stands
next to a giant portrait of journalist Alexei Kungurov on
Place de la Republique in Paris

Soccer Football - FIFA World Cup - Serbia Arrival
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It may not be college, but a new school in
Alief ISD will seem like it.
The district is opening the Center for
Advanced Careers next fall, where innovative, part-time classes could turn students into professionals without going to
college.
It’s a big, bold bet on the future in Alief, a
new building where high school students
can take advanced courses on everything
from nursing and pharmacy studies to
automotive and construction technology,
even cybersecurity.
“All the different programs that can provide students opportunities to immediately enter the workforce on graduation in
high skilled, high-paid wage jobs,” says
Kimberly Crow, Alief ISD’s director of
career and technical education. “Some
of them making more money than a first
year teacher who’s been to school for four
years.”

For two hours a day next fall, five days
a week, students can latch onto a career
before they leave high school.
“Our goal was to not make it look like a traditional high school, so when students bus
over from their high schools for their portion of the day, that they look at it as though
I’m walking into my future,” Crow said.
Even the building is futuristic, a glassy
open design with windows that adjust to
the light and save energy.
“So it moves to the pattern of the sun, the
east in the morning, the windows are dark
and in the west in the evenings, the windows are dark,” Crow said.

Culinary
cake at

Arts
students
served
the Ground Breaking

Alief ISD Students Can Embrace Future
Careers At New Center Opening Next Fall
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Ceremony for the new Alief Advanced
Careers and Academic Center
Culinary arts will turn some into
chefs, automotive labs will let others
become
certified
mechanics.
There’s even a studio for future broadcasters and an observation lab, where any
student who wants can watch hands-on
courses in robotics, computer maintenance or veterinary science.
“Our goal, as I said earlier, is to make this
as industry realistic as possible,” Crow
said. (Courtesy abc13news.com)
Related
What The Center for Advanced
Careers Offers To The Community

Alief ISD offers career and technical education programs in 14 of the 16 Career
Clusters. With more than 65 individual

courses offered in the Career and Technical Education program, middle school and
high school students can determine a plan
of study to include a wide array of courses
from within the following cluster areas:
Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources;
Architecture and Construction; Arts, A/V
Technology and Communications; Business Management and Administration;
Education and Training; Finance; Health
Science; Hospitality & Tourism; Human
Services; Information Technology; Manufacturing; Marketing, Sales and Services;
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics; and Transportation, Distribution and Logistics. Admission to these
programs is based on student plan of study
selection and course availability. For more

information, call the Career and Technical
Education (CTE) office at 281-498-8110,
extension 4560, or visit our Website at

www.aliefisd.net/CTE.
Non-Discrimination Statement: It is the
policy of Alief ISD not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, handicap, or age in its employment
practices as required by Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended;
Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of
1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.
Alief ISD will take steps to assure that
lack of English language skills will not be
a barrier to admission and participation in
all educational and vocational programs.

CAREER CENTER OFFERINGS
Students choosing to participate in the
high school course pathways that are offered at the Career Center will take the
first or second level courses at their home
campuses (Elsik, Hastings, or Taylor) and
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will complete advanced courses that are
multiple credits at the center.
Programs currently included in the design
of the Alief ISD Center for Advanced Careers:
˙Advanced Architectural Design
˙ Automotive Technology
˙ Construction Technology
˙ Culinary Arts
˙ Digital Design
˙Health Science
˙Industrial Robotics
˙ Information Technology
˙Veterinary Science
˙ Welding
WANT A FUTURE THAT INCLUDES
THE CENTER FOR ADVANCED CAREERS?
Middle School
Participate in Alief ISD’s Career & Technical Education courses to learn more
about options for high school.
Utilize a career assessment and choose one
of the following endorsements: STEM,
Business & Industry, or Public Services.
Work with the Middle School Transition
Counselor to finalize your four-year plan
based upon your career goals.
High School Students
Take the first level course to begin your
path to the Center for Advanced Careers.
(All CTE pathways begin with a Principles or Introduction course).
Communicate your interests to continue your chosen pathway with your high
school Pass all your classes and stay on
the path to your future!
ABOUT CTE
Career and Technical Education in Alief
ISD supports the district goal of providing students the opportunity to prepare for
college and career utilizing the statewide
Achieve Texas program. With 163 course
offerings representing fourteen of the 16
national career clusters, CTE provides students with opportunities throughout their
middle and high school career including
career assessments; earning college credit
while in high school; work-based learning
experiences; and achieving industry certifications / qualifications all prior to graduation. For additional information, contact
any member of the CTE Leadership Team.

Come Grow With Us!
2.30% APY on 13-Month CD
1.60 % APY on MonuMINT Savings and
ManageMINT Savings Accounts

Tinghui Zhang Executive Assistant
281-568-8888 ext.1117
Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO 281-568-8888 ext.1118
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr. Suite.630, Houston, TX 77036
281.359.6468 www.themintbank.com
銀行總部：1213 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) – U.S. retail
sales increased more than expected in
May as consumers bought motor vehicles and a range of other goods even as
they paid more for gasoline, the latest
indication of an acceleration in economic growth in the second quarter.
Other data on Thursday showed a further tightening in labor market conditions, with first-time applications for
unemployment benefits unexpectedly
falling last week and the number of
Americans on jobless rolls declining to
a near 44-1/2-year low.
The reports came a day after the Federal
Reserve raised interest rates for a second time this year and offered an upbeat
assessment of the economy. The U.S.
central bank described economic activity as “rising at a solid rate” and the labor
market as continuing to “strengthen.”
The Fed forecast two more rate hikes in
the second half of 2018.
“In short, the Fed was right to upgrade
its assessment of economic growth to
‘solid’ in yesterday’s statement,” said
Paul Ashworth, chief U.S. economist at
Capital Economics in Toronto.

The Commerce Department said retail
sales jumped 0.8 percent last month, the
biggest advance since November 2017.
Data for April was revised up to show
sales rising 0.4 percent instead of the
previously reported 0.2 percent gain.
Economists polled by Reuters had forecast retail sales rising 0.4 percent in
May. Retail sales in May increased 5.9
percent from a year ago.

U.S. Retail Sales Surge In May;
Weekly Jobless Claims Fall
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Man carries a stack of job listings to a discussion group at the One Stop
employment center in San Francisco, California, August 12, 2009. (Photo/
REUTERS

Excluding automobiles, gasoline, building materials and food services, retail
sales rose 0.5 percent last month after
an upwardly revised
0.6 percent increase
in April. These socalled core retail
sales
correspond
most closely with the
consumer spending
component of gross
domestic
product.
They were previously reported to have
risen 0.5 percent in
April.
The strong retail sales report added to
data ranging from the labor market to
manufacturing and trade in suggesting
the economy was regaining momentum in the second quarter after growth
slowed at the start of the year amid a
sharp step-down in consumer spending.
Growth estimates for the April-June

quarter are as high as a 4.6 percent annualized rate. The economy grew at a
2.2 percent rate in the first quarter.
The dollar extended gains versus a basket of currencies after the data while
prices for U.S. Treasuries fell. U.S.
stock index futures were trading higher.

TIGHT LABOR MARKET

Retail sales are being underpinned by a
robust labor market, which is gradually
boosting wage growth. In a separate report on Thursday, the Labor Department
said initial claims for state unemployment
benefits dropped 4,000 to a seasonally adjusted 218,000 for the week ended June 9.
Economists polled by Reuters had forecast claims rising to 224,000 in the latest
week. The number of people receiving
benefits after an initial week of aid declined 49,000 to 1.70 million in the week
ended June 2, the lowest level since December 1973.
The labor market is considered to be close
to or at full employment, with the jobless
rate at an 18-year low of 3.8 percent. The
unemployment rate has dropped by threetenths of a percentage point this year. It is
near the Fed’s forecast of 3.6 percent by
the end of this year.

Layoffs have remained very low amid

signs of growing worker shortages
across all sectors of the economy. The
were a record 6.7 million job openings
in April. The number of unemployed
people per vacancy slipped to 0.9 from
1.0 in March, indicating that most people looking for a job are likely to find
one.
Retail sales in May were boosted by a
0.5 percent rise in receipts at auto dealerships. Auto sales rose 0.2 percent in
April. Sales at service stations surged
2.0 percent last month, reflecting higher
gasoline prices.
Prices at the pump have risen by 15.5
percent this year, according to U.S. Energy Information Administration data.
Expensive gasoline, if sustained, could
pull spending away from other categories.
Sales at building material stores rebounded 2.4 percent last month after
declining 0.8 percent in April. Receipts
at clothing stores surged 1.3 percent, the
largest gain since March 2017.

Sales at restaurants and bars jumped 1.3
percent, the biggest rise since January
2017. There were also increases in online retail sales, but receipts at furniture
stores fell 2.4 percent, the largest drop
since December 2013.
Americans also continued to cut back
on spending on sport and hobbies. Sales
at sporting goods, hobby and musical
instrument and book stores fell 1.1 percent after slipping 0.2 percent in April.
(Courtesy oann.com)

