
Saturday, June 30,  2018    |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group
Inside C2

Border Patrol finds more than 
60 undocumented immi-
grants in South Texas home

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily  

Publisher, Wea H. Lee
General Manager, Catherine Lee
Editor  John Robbins
             Jun Gai
Business Manager   Jennifer Lopez
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com 

  

If you 
would 
like to 

If you would like to share news or informa-
tion with our readers, please send the unique 
stories, business news organization events, 
and school news to us includinig your name 

and phone number in case more 
information is needed.
For news and information 
consideration, please send to:

E-mail: News@scdaily.com 
or contact 
John Robbins 832-280-5815
Jun Gai        281-498-4310

The Daily

Steve Schuh, the 
County Exec-
utive of Anne 
Arundel Coun-
ty, Maryland, 
holds a copy 
of the Capital 
Gazette as he is 
interviewed in 
Annapolis

ANNAPOLIS, Md.—A man wielding a 
shotgun killed five people and wounded 
two others at a newspaper office here in 
what authorities called a targeted attack 
Thursday afternoon.
The suspect was in custody and being 
interviewed by authorities Thursday 
night. Authorities have identified him as 
Jarrod Ramos, a 38-year-old Maryland 
man, according to law-enforcement 
officials.
Court records filed Friday showed Mr. 
Ramos was charged with five counts 
of first-degree murder in the killings, 
according to the Associated Press.
“This was a targeted attack on the Capi-
tal Gazette” newspaper office, said Wil-
liam Krampf, acting police chief for the 
Anne Arundel County Police, at a news 
conference Thursday night. A Maryland 
man by the same name was previously 
involved in a defamation lawsuit against 
the newspaper.
Mr. Krampf said the suspect came 
prepared, using smoke grenades as he 
carried out the attack. Earlier, police 
thought he had an explosive device.
Police identified the suspect with the 
aid of facial-recognition technology, a 
law-enforcement official said.
Mr. Krampf said the attack followed 
threats on social media that indicated 
violence.
Police late Thursday identified the five 
victims, all Capital Gazette employees, 
as Gerald Fischman, Rob Hiaasen, John 
McNamara, Rebecca Smith and Wendi 

Winters.
“Gunman shot through the glass door to 
the office and opened fire on multiple 
employees,” a reporter at the Gazette, 
Phil Davis, wrote on Twitter shortly 
after the shooting. “There is nothing 
more terrifying than hearing multiple 
people get shot while you’re under your 
desk and then hear the gunman reload.”
More lives could have been lost had 
police not responded so quickly, Gov. 
Larry Hogan said. First responders 
were on the scene within 60 to 90 
seconds, authorities said. Law-en-
forcement officials said they deployed 
active-shooter training and didn’t 
exchange fire with the suspect.
Six years ago, Maryland resident Jarrod 
Ramos launched a legal fight with the 
Capital Gazette over the paper’s 2011 
article about Mr. Ramos’s guilty plea to 
criminal harassment, according to court 
records. He received a suspended jail 
sentence and probation, records show.
The article, titled “Jarrod wants to be 
your friend,” was published five days 
after the guilty plea and detailed what 
the newspaper said was Mr. Ramos’s 
campaign of harassment against a 
female classmate from high school with 
whom he had connected on Facebook.
In July 2012, Mr. Ramos sued, claim-
ing the article injured his reputation and 
exposed him to “public scorn, hatred, 
contempt, and ridicule.” He named as 
defendants Capital-Gazette Communi-
cations, LLC; the Capital’s editor and 

publisher at the time; and the former 
Capital staff writer and columnist 
who wrote the piece. He later added 
a claim of invasion of privacy.
A judge dismissed the suit after 
finding no basis for the allegations. 
Mr. Ramos, representing himself, 
appealed, and in 2015, the Maryland 
Court of Special Appeals upheld the 
lower court ruling, saying Mr. Ramos 
didn’t “come close to alleging a case 
of defamation.”
First responders were on the scene of 
the shooting within 60 to 90 seconds, 
authorities said.
First responders were on the scene of 
the shooting within 60 to 90 seconds, 
authorities said. evening, the area 
around the office building was roped 
off with yellow police tape, while 
dozens of police vehicles from the 
city and county clogged the streets 
and parking lots. Five helicopters cir-
cled overhead, as police let through 
a knot of civilian cars leaving the 
parking lots, which were behind the 
police tape.
In Laurel, Md., about 30 minutes 
from Annapolis, local police cars 
blocked off Fourth Street in a quiet 
residential neighborhood where the 
suspect lived. Plainclothes police 
officers and agents from the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives milled in the parking lot 
of the Dona apartment complex, a 
redbrick series of modest units with 

blue shutters framing many of 
the windows.
Residents of the complex, mak-
ing no comment, were escorted 
by police past waiting crews of 
cameras to walk into the com-
plex. Laurel police referred all 
questions to the Anne Arundel 
police.
President Donald Trump said 
Thursday afternoon on Twitter 
that he had been briefed on the 
shooting. “My thoughts and 
prayers are with the victims and 
their families. Thank you to all 
of the First Responders who 
are currently on the scene,” the 
president said.
“Our hearts go out to the victims 
and their families,” said Mr. 
Hogan, the governor.
The Capital Gazette group, 
which includes the daily Capital 
newspaper and the twice-weekly 
Maryland Gazette, was acquired 
by the Tronc-owned Baltimore 
Sun Media Group in 2014. The 
two publications plus a small 
group of weekly community 
newspapers also owned by 
BSMG moved that year into the 
office that was the site of the 
shooting. About 30 editorial and 
sales staffers worked in that loca-
tion for the various publications, 
a company spokeswoman said.

Deadly shooting at Maryland 
newspaper office

A Ferrari GTC4Lusso is seen during 
a media tour of the Fullerton Con-
cours d’Elegance in Singapore

Young people relax by the sea at 
Sandycove Dublin, Ireland, June 29, 
2018. REUTERS/Clodagh Kilcoyne

People get a make-up before taking 
part in the Day of the Dead event at 
a National house for Mexican fans in 
central Moscow

Soccer Football - World Cup - Brazil 
Training - Brazil Training Camp, 
Sochi, Russia - June 29, 2018 Bra-
zil’s Douglas Costa during training 
REUTERS/Hannah McKay
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Local News 

More than 60 undocumented immigrants 
from several Central American countries were 
discovered in an Edinburg home Wednesday, 
according to a news release from the Border 
Patrol.
Agents worked with the Hidalgo County Con-
stables Office to disrupt the stash house, accord-
ing to the news release.
The migrants included men, women and unac-
companied children from Mexico, Guatema-
la, Honduras and Nicaragua and El Salvador, 
according to the release.

Border Patrol finds more than 60 undocu-
mented immigrants in South Texas home

By Fares Sabawi

Gaso-
line pric-
es surge 
ahead of 
July 4

Drivers traveling during the July 4 hol-
iday will face steeper costs at the pump 
as crude oil prices surge on news of 
lower global supplies.
After five weeks of declining gas pric-
es, the national average for a gallon of 
regular unleaded is expected to hit $2.90 
a gallon during the holiday, according 
to GasBuddy, which tracks fuel prices 
nationwide. That's the highest Inde-
pendence Day price since 2014, when 
the national average reached $3.66 per 
gallon.
Gas prices remain below this year's high 
of $2.98 per gallon, which occurred in 
May. Still, GasBuddy anticipates that 
drivers will collectively spend $1.02 bil-
lion more at the pump this holiday than 
they did last year.
Patrick DeHaan, head of petroleum 
analysis for GasBuddy, noted that gas 

prices could rise again before 
the holiday as crude oil mar-
kets continue to rally. The U.S. 
benchmark for crude hit $73 
a barrel on Wednesday, the 
highest price since 2014.
The rally reverses several 
weeks of falling oil prices, 
which began to slide late last 
month when the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries said it would ramp 
up oil output. The group met 
last week and agreed to low-
er-than-expected production 
increases, easing market jitters.
A plunge in crude inventories fueled the price 
surge. The U.S. Energy Department reported 
Wednesday that crude oil stockpiles fell by 
nearly 10 million barrels, the largest decline 
this year.  The news came a day after the 

Trump administration threat-
ened to sanction countries that 
fail to cut imports of Iranian oil 
by early November.



F1 Formula One - Austrian Grand Prix - Red Bull Ring, Spielberg, Austria 
- June 29, 2018 Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel during practice REUTERS/Leon-
hard Foeger TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A rickshaw puller transports a passenger on tram tracks, 
a part of the only such transport system operating in the 
country, at a market place in Kolkata

Residents celebrate the army’s arrival in the formerly rebel-held town of Ibta, northeast 
of Deraa city

Tito Cardoso, CEO of Ikimobile, poses for a portrait at the Ikimobile factory in Coruche
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A Snapshot Of The World

Rebecca Smith one of the victims of the shooting at the offices 
of the Capital Gazette newspaper office in Annapolis

F1 Formula One - Austrian Grand Prix - Red Bull Ring, Spielberg, Austria - June 29, 2018 Mer-
cedes’ Lewis Hamilton during practice REUTERS/Leonhard Foeger

Israeli soldier hurls a sound grenade towards Palestinians during 
clashes in Hebron in the occupied West Bank

Soccer Football - World Cup - Brazil Training - Brazil Training Camp, Sochi, Russia - June 29, 2018 
Brazil’s Filipe Luis and Roberto Firmino during training REUTERS/Hannah McKay

FILE PHOTO: A Facebook panel is seen during the Cannes Lions International Festival of Creativity, in 
Cannes
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COMMUNITY
The American way of dying seems to have 
become less frantic, desperate and expen-
sive.
That’s the upshot of a new study that finds 
that seniors insured by Medicare who 
died in 2015 were less likely to do so in 
a hospital and more likely to pass away in 
a home or other community setting than 
those who died in 2000.                                                                                   
The new research also showed that the 
proportion of American seniors who were 
admitted to the intensive care unit during 
their final month of life has stabilized after 
rising between 2000 and 2009. By 2015, 
29% of dying patients insured by Medi-
care spent part of their final month of life 
in the ICU.
The study also chronicled a slight decline 
in the proportion of Medicare patients who 
spent time on a ventilator during their final 
days and whose last three days of life were 
affected by a transfer from one institution 
to another — say, from a nursing home to 
the hospital.
The findings were published this week in 
the Journal of the American Medical Assn. 
They were based on an analysis of records 
from 1,361,870 Medicare fee-for-service 
enrollees and 871,845 Medicare Advan-
tage enrollees who died between 2000 and 
2015. Their average age at their time of 
death was 82.

A woman holds the hand of her hus-
band, who is in hospice care. More 
Americans are opting to spend their 
final days outside of a hospital setting, 
according to a new study. (Photo/Fran-

cine Orr / Los Angeles Times)
In all, just short of 20% of Medicare-in-
sured patients who died in 2015 did so in 
an acute-care hospital, down from 32.6% 
who did so in 2000. Some 40% of these 
patients died in a home, hospice, assisted 
living facility or other community setting 
in 2015 — up from about 31% in 2000.
Those shifts took place during a period of 
sweeping changes in U.S. medical care.

As the 21st century got underway, pallia-
tive care gained a foothold in U.S. hospi-
tals. This new medical specialty focused 
on improving the quality of life for very 
ill patients.
Then, with the adoption of the Affordable 
Care Act in 2010, hospitals adjusted to 
new rules aimed at improving the quali-
ty of care and reducing expensive patient 
readmissions.
Meanwhile, doctors and hospitals began 
a vigorous reassessment of the way they 
cared for patients who were approaching 
the end of their lives. Studies chronicled 
many terminal patients’ tumultuous final 
days of treatments that were invasive, 
painful and futile. Other research toted up 
the traumatic stress experienced by sur-

viving family members.
Physicians began to ask themselves and 
their patients whether their profession’s 
dedication to such “heroic measures” 
were saving patients’ lives — or poison-
ing their deaths.

In 2014, that debate culminated in a report 
by the National Institute of Medicine that 

defined a “good death” as one that is “free 
from avoidable distress and suffering for 
patients, families and caregivers” and “in 
general accordance with patients’ and 
families’ wishes.”
A patient’s death in the intensive care unit 
“is seldom viewed as a good death,” con-
cluded the report, issued by the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and 
Medicine.
“There was a greater collective aware-
ness that not all medical interventions are 
equally beneficial, and that the potential 
harms of some needed to be weighed,” 
said Dr. Diane E. Meier, a geriatrician 
and palliative care specialist who directs 
the Center to Advance Palliative Care and 
was not involved in the new research.
A greater focus on the comfort and values 

of seriously ill patients went hand in hand 
with the widespread adoption of palliative 
care teams in hospitals across the United 
States. These teams included specialists 
in pain management, mental health, legal 
and social work, and pastoral care, and 
they’ve been key in helping clarify what 
kind of lives — and deaths — patients 
with serious illnesses want. Then they 
help those patients and their families plan 
accordingly.
In 2000, fewer than 20% of hospitals with 
more than 50 beds had a palliative care 
team in place. By 2015, close to 70% of 
such hospitals did, according to a registry 
maintained by the Center to Advance Pal-
liative Care.
“It’s impossible to say what’s at work 

here,” said Meier, who underscored that 
the new study shows a broad trend but 
does not delineate contributing factors. 
The changes came against the backdrop of 
significant shifts in insurance, institutions 
and professional practices, she said.
The analysis also yielded a wealth of 
small details about changing practices in 
end-of-life care.
For example, the study found that the use 
of hospice services by dying patients in-
creased from 21.6% in 2000 to over 50% 
in 2015. And the proportion of patients in 
the study who died after getting only brief 
hospice services — for three days or fewer 
— dropped slightly, from 9.8% in 2009 to 
7.7% in 2015.
The share of patients who had three or 
more hospitalizations in their last 90 days 
of life declined from 11.4% in 2009 to 
7.1% in 2015. And the share of patients 
who spent part of their final four days on 
a ventilator fell from 3.1% in 2000 to be-
tween 2.5% and 2.7% by 2015. (Courtesy 
http://www.latimes.com/science/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A woman receives hospital-level care from a nurse in her home. More Americans are opting to spend their final 
days at home instead of in a hospital, according to a new study. (Getty Images)

Fewer Americans Are Spending 
Their Final Days In The Hospital 

And More Are Dying At home



C5SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2018

BUSINESS

OVERVIEW
• Ford Motor (China) Ltd. and Baidu, Inc. 
(NASDAQ: BIDU) signed a Letter of In-
tent (LOI) today to jointly explore areas of 
cooperation in connectivity, artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and digital marketing
• The agreement aims to explore new ways 
to enrich the Chinese customer experience 
by providing smart and personalized in-ve-
hicle infotainment and digital solutions
• The two companies also are looking to 
establish a joint connectivity lab to inves-
tigate innovation opportunities across their 
automotive and mobility businesses in Chi-
na
• Working with Baidu supports Ford’s vi-
sion to become the world’s most trusted 
mobility company by embracing new digi-
tal technologies and opportunities to build 
a sustainable mobility ecosystem
Beijing, China, June 27, 2018 – Ford 
Motor (China) Ltd. and Baidu, Inc. (NAS-
DAQ:BIDU) today agreed to explore stra-
tegic collaborations to enrich the consumer 
experience and build a sustainable mobility 
ecosystem in China.
Ford China and Baidu will jointly explore 
cooperation across a variety of domains 
including connectivity and digital services, 
artificial intelligence and digital marketing.
Peter Fleet, Ford group vice president and 
president of Ford Asia Pacific and Ya-Qin 
Zhang, president of Baidu, met today at 
Baidu’s headquarters in Beijing and wit-
nessed the signing of the LOI between 
the two companies. Robert Hou, director 
of mobility platforms and products, Ford 
Asia Pacific and Tan Su, general manager 
of Baidu’s internet of vehicles division, 
signed the strategic cooperation agreement 
on behalf of the two companies.
“Collaborating with leading technology 
companies such as Baidu supports our vi-
sion to become the world’s most trusted 
mobility company by leveraging new op-
portunities to build a sustainable mobility 

ecosystem. As part of our ‘In China, For 
China’ strategy, we look forward to work-
ing closely to offer smart products and 
solutions that can make people’s lives eas-
ier and more enjoyable,” said Peter Fleet.
FORD CHINA, BAIDU SIGN STRATE-
GIC COLLABORATION LOI, AGREE 
TO EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES IN 
MULTIPLE AREAS TO ENRICH CUS-

TOMER EXPERIENCE

Photo shows (left to right): Ya-Qin 
Zhang, president of Baidu; Tan Su, gen-
eral manager of Baidu’s internet of ve-
hicles division; Robert Hou, director of 
mobility platforms and products, Ford 
Asia Pacific; Peter Fleet, Ford group vice 
president and president of Ford Asia Pa-

cific. (Photo/Ford China)
The two companies will work together to 
collaborate on new in-vehicle infotain-
ment systems and digital services based 
on Baidu’s DuerOS conversational AI 
platform, with features such as voice rec-
ognition, natural language understanding 
and image recognition in order to deliver 
a simple and personalized user experience 
for Ford vehicle owners in China.
Leveraging AI technology and a vast eco-
system of information and services, the 
DuerOS system enables vehicle owners 
to command and communicate with their 
vehicles using natural language and easily 
access information and services that they 
need in daily life.
Ford and Baidu are looking to establish a 
joint connectivity lab to investigate innova-
tion opportunities across their automotive 
and mobility businesses in China. Both 
companies are dedicated to developing 

new cloud-based AI solutions to enrich the 
user experience in-vehicle and through oth-
er customer touchpoints.
The two companies will also explore op-
portunities in cloud computing, such as 
integration with Transportation Mobility 
Cloud (TMC), the open cloud-based plat-
form being developed by Autonomic, a 
subsidiary of Ford Smart Mobility, that 
provides transportation services such as 
vehicle connectivity for multiple players in 
the transportation ecosystem.
In addition, Ford and Baidu will leverage 
both parties’ areas of expertise to investi-
gate technologies and big data to explore 
business opportunities related to targeted 
digital marketing. This would enable Ford 
to more precisely understand Chinese con-
sumer behaviors and preferences and de-
velop offerings to meet their needs.

“Baidu and Ford 
share the vision of 
using technology to 
build the future of 
driving,” said Ya-

Qin Zhang, president of Baidu. “Together, 
with Baidu’s leading-edge AI technology 
and Ford’s advanced engineering expertise, 
we will transform the mobility ecosystem 
and create the next-generation in-vehicle 
experience for consumers.”
This new LOI further builds on the existing 
partnership between the two companies. In 
July last year, Ford joined Baidu’s Apollo 
autonomous driving open platform as a 
founding member. The expanded relation-
ship includes more areas of collaboration 
and lays the foundation for future growth 
and innovation for both companies.
About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is a global company 
based in Dearborn, Michigan. The com-
pany designs, manufactures, markets and 
services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, 
SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln 
luxury vehicles, provides financial services 
through Ford Motor Credit Company and 
is pursuing leadership positions in electri-

fication, autonomous vehicles and mobil-
ity solutions. Ford employs approximate-
ly 202,000 people worldwide. For more 
information regarding Ford, its products 
and Ford Motor Credit Company, please 
visit www.corporate.ford.com. (Courtesy 
https://media.ford.com)

Related

Ford China and Baidu are Go-
ing to Work On Development of 

Smarter Card In China
Ford and Baidu will explore “areas of co-
operation” in artificial intelligence and 
connectivity, among other things.
They will explore the creation of a joint 
connectivity lab to look into innovation op-
portunities.   
The LOI was signed at Baidu’s headquar-
ters in Beijing, Ford said in a statement 
Wednesday. Among other things, the two 
businesses are set to work together on 
in-vehicle infotainment systems and digital 
services based on Baidu’s DuerOS, a con-
versational AI platform.
They will also seek to set up a joint connec-
tivity lab to “investigate innovation oppor-
tunities across their automotive and mobil-
ity businesses in China” and will look into 
opportunities in cloud computing.
“Collaborating with leading technology 
companies such as Baidu supports our vi-
sion to become the world’s most trusted 
mobility company by leveraging new op-
portunities to build a sustainable mobility 
ecosystem,” Peter Fleet, Ford group vice 
president and president of Ford Asia Pacif-
ic, said in a statement.
Baidu’s president, Ya-Qin Zhang, said that 
the two companies shared the vision of us-
ing technology to build the future of driv-
ing. “Together, with Baidu’s leading-edge 
AI technology and Ford’s advanced en-
gineering expertise, we will transform 
the mobility ecosystem and create the 
next-generation in-vehicle experience for 
consumers,” he added.

Wednesday’s announcement between Ford 
and Baidu represents the latest collabo-
ration between China and the West in the 
automotive sector. In March, for example, 
it was announced that the University of 
Waterloo in Ontario, Canada, was to part-
ner with two Chinese institutes to develop 
research into connected and autonomous 
vehicle technology.
Research will focus on everything from 
automated vehicle testing to deep learning 
in automated driving and applied artificial 
intelligence. A “shared research center” 
for automated driving will be set up while 
faculty and graduate student exchanges are 
also in the pipeline. 
Ford announced Wednesday it will work 
with China’s search engine leader on new 
in-vehicle infotainment systems and digital 
services based on Baidu’s DuerOS artifi-
cial intelligence platform. The cloud-based 
platform will enable features such as voice 
and image recognition to personalize and 
“enrich” the user experience for car owners 
in that country.
The two companies also are looking to 
leverage Baidu’s artificial intelligence 
technology in digital marketing. They will 
explore “integration with Transportation 
Mobility Cloud,” Ford’s new platform to 
improve vehicular communications in cit-
ies.

The Baidu pact comes as the No. 2 U.S. 
automaker confronts plunging China sales. 
May sales fell 29% and year-to-date sales 
dropped 22% in the world’s top auto mar-
ket, Ford said recently.
As Ford repositions for growth in China 
with new vehicles, it is playing catch-up 
to General Motors (GM) and Alphabet 
(GOOGL)-owned Waymo on plans for ro-
botaxi services at home.
Shares of Ford Motor closed down 0.9% at 
11.42 on the stock market today, after find-
ing support at the 50-day moving average 
earlier this week. Baidu dropped 3%, GM 
lost 1.6%,    and Alphabet retreated 1.4%, 
marking a fifth straight loss. (Courtesy Re-
uters)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Plan Is To Develop Smarter Cars In China
Baidu And Ford China Team Up                            
To Bring AI And Connectivity                                         
To The Driving Experience
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