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Trump says ‘I will stay uninvolved’ 
after slamming Sessions, Justice 
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump expressed 
sympathy for his former campaign manager Paul Manafort and said 
he would remain “uninvolved” after he attacked Attorney Gener-
al Jeff Sessions and the U.S. Justice Department in an interview 
broadcast on Thursday.
Trump intensified his criticism of the Justice Department in a Fox 
News interview taped on Wednesday as the White House grappled 
to respond to Tuesday’s conviction of Manafort on multiple fraud 
counts and a plea deal struck by Trump’s former personal lawyer 
Michael Cohen that implicated the president.
Trump also said the stock market would crash if he were impeached 
and attacked Cohen for “flipping” on him.
He reprised a litany of complaints about the Justice Department and 
the FBI, attacking both without providing evidence they had treated 
him and his supporters unfairly.
Trump told Fox he respected Manafort for work he had done for 
prominent Republican politicians, adding that “some of the charges 
they threw against him, every consultant, every lobbyist in Wash-
ington probably does.”
The Fox News reporter who interviewed Trump said on Wednesday 
that Trump told her he would consider pardoning Manafort. But 
Trump never said he was considering the pardon in the interview 
that aired on Thursday.
Trump blamed Sessions for what he called corruption at Justice, 
saying, “I put in an attorney general who never took control of the 
Justice Department.”
However, Trump said he would not interfere in department matters.
“I will stay uninvolved and maybe that’s the best thing to do,” he 
said in the Fox interview.
Sessions, a longtime U.S. senator and early supporter of Trump’s 
presidential bid, drew Trump’s ire when he recused himself in 
March 2017 from issues involving the 2016 White House race.
“WHAT KIND OF A MAN?”
That removed him from oversight of the federal special counsel’s 
investigation of Russia’s role in the election and whether Trump’s 
campaign worked with Moscow to influence the vote.
“Jeff Sessions recused himself, which he shouldn’t have done,” 
Trump said. “He took the job and then he said, ‘I’m going to 
recuse myself.’ I said, ‘What kind of a man is this?’”
U.S. intelligence agencies have concluded that Russia hacked and 
leaked Democratic emails during the campaign as part of an effort 
to tilt the vote in Trump’s favor. The Kremlin has denied the allega-
tions and Trump has denied any collusion.
Trump said Manafort and Cohen were charged with matters totally 
unrelated to his presidential campaign, although Cohen told a 
federal court in New York that Trump had directed him to arrange 
payments before the 2016 election to silence two women who said 
they had affairs with Trump.
Without providing evidence, the Republican president said the cam-
paign finance violations to which Cohen pleaded guilty were not a 
crime, even though prosecutors and Cohen agreed they were.
Asked if he directed Cohen to make the payments, Trump said only 
that Cohen made both deals. He attacked Cohen, who once said he 
was so loyal that he would “take a bullet” for Trump, for agreeing to 
a plea deal with prosecutors that made Trump look bad.
“It’s called flipping and it almost ought to be illegal,” he said.
In the Fox News interview, Trump was asked whether he thought-
Democrats would move to impeach him if they won control of the 
House of Representatives in November congressional elections.
“I don’t know how you would impeach somebody who’s done a 
great job,” he said. “If I got impeached, I think the market would 
crash.”
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FILE PHOTO: Cohen joins supporters praying over during a campaign stop at the New Spirit Revival Center 

FILE PHOTO: Combination photo showing Winner, the U.S. intel-
ligence contractor charged with leaking classified National Security 
Agency material in this undated booking photo in Lincolnton

U.S. intelligence contractor Reality 
Winner sentenced for leaking report

(Reuters) - A federal judge sentenced 
former U.S. intelligence contractor Reality 
Winner on Thursday to more than five 
years in prison after she admitted leaking 
to a media outlet a top secret report on 
Russian interference in U.S. elections, her 
attorney said.
During a hearing in Winner’s hometown 
of Augusta, Georgia, Judge James Hall 
approved a request by her lawyers for a 
sentence of 63 months, followed by three 
years of supervised release, according to 
Elizabeth Bell, a spokeswoman for Win-
ner’s attorneys.
Winner had been working with Pluribus In-
ternational Corp, a company that provides 
analytical services for U.S. defense and 
intelligence agencies.
The NSA document she gave the news 
outlet contained technical details on what it 
said were Russian attempts to hack election 
officials in the United States and a vot-
ing-machine company before the presiden-
tial election in November 2016, two U.S. 
officials with knowledge of the case have 
said.
Winner was indicted on a single federal 
count of willful retention and transmission 
of national defense information, a felony 

under the Espionage and Censor-
ship Act that carries a maximum 
sentence of 10 years in prison.
A federal judge had ordered that 
she be held without bond after 
prosecutors said she posed a 
flight risk and public danger, cit-
ing what they called “disturbing” 

comments in her notebook.
In one section Winner wrote: “I want 
to burn the White House down,” 
according to prosecutors, who said 
investigators also found the names 
of three Islamic extremists known 
to federal authorities listed in her 
notebook.
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LOCAL NEWS
Sending a child to a private school can 
make a sizable dent in your wallet, espe-
cially since these institutions can some-
times equal the cost of attending a 4-year 
university.
 
So it makes sense to figure out which 
private school gives you the most bang for 
your buck.
 
For some comparison, education data site 
Niche recently released its rankings of top 
private high schools in Houston. Research-

4. Strake Jesuit College Prepa-
ratory School

Annual tuition: $20,800
Student to teacher ratio: 11 to 1
Student enrollment: 1,108

The best private high schools in Houston for 2019
ers used U.S. Department of Education data, 
SAT/ACT scores and student surveys in their 
studies.
Aside from academic excellence, the rankings 
reveal information like tuition costs, student 
enrollment, and the ratio of students to teach-
ers.
 
Schools that made it to the list were found in 
Houston, its suburbs and neighboring areas 
like The Woodlands.

1. St. John's School

Annual tuition: $27,545
Student to teacher ratio: 7 to 1
Student enrollment: 1,258

2. The Kinkaid School

Annual tuition: $25,000
Student to teacher ratio: 10 to 1
Student enrollment: 1,423

3. The Awty International School

Annual tuition: $26,910
Student to teacher ratio: 7 to 1
Student enrollment: 1,644

5. St. Agnes Academy

Annual tuition: $18,850
Student to teacher ratio: 9 to 1
Student enrollment: 921

6. The Village School

Annual tuition: $28,125
Student to teacher ratio: 5 to 1
Student enrollment: 1,705

7. The John Cooper School

Annual tuition: $24,685
Student to teacher ratio: 11 to 1
Student enrollment: 1,201

8. The Emery/Weiner School

Annual tuition: $21,030
Student to teacher ratio: 8 to 1
Student enrollment: 525

9. St. Thomas High School

Annual tuition: $18,250
Student to teacher ratio: 11 to 1
Student enrollment: 590

10. St. Thomas Episcopal School

Annual tuition: $17,750
Student to teacher ratio: 6 to 1
Student enrollment: 666

Texas schools rank among Forbes' top colleges in 2018

Seven Texas universities ranked among 
the first 200 in Forbes' list of America's 
Top Colleges.
The ranking featured Texas giants like 
Texas A&M University, College Station, 
and University of Texas, Austin, among 
other private universities.
Some of the criteria analyzed included 
alumni salary, student debt, student expe-
rience, and graduation rate, according to 
Forbes' methodology.
The Texas university that ranked the 
highest this year was Rice.

#197 
Baylor 
Univer-
sity
Type: 
Private 
non-for-
profit

#28 Rice University
Type: Private not-for-profit



Swimming - 2018 Asian Games - Women’s 200m Individual Medley Final 
- GBK Aquatic Center, Jakarta, Indonesia - August 24, 2018 South Korea’s 
Seoyeong Kim celebrates winning the Women’s 200m Individual Medley 
REUTERS/Athit Perawongmetha

Scientists use donated faeces to improve the bowel move-
ments of sick patients

People attend a news conference by the protest group Ending Clergy Abuse ahead of a two 
day visit by Pope Francis in Dublin, Ireland

A woman walks past a billboard showing a picture of Pope Francis alongside adverts for 
theatre shows in Dublin, Ireland
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Editor’s Choice

Citizens gather around a car that distribute meat for the poor 
families in the old city of Mosul

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

People attend a news conference by the protest group Ending Clergy Abuse ahead of a two day 
visit by Pope Francis in Dublin, Ireland

U.S. President Donald Trump’s national security adviser John Bolton 
speaks at a news conference in Kiev

British Secretary of State for International Trade Liam Fox watches the signing ceremony for 
memorandums of understanding between British and Chinese firms and institutions at the British 
Ambassador’s Residence in Beijing, China August 24, 2018. Mark Schiefelbein/Pool via REUTERS

Explore Red Bull content in new and creative ways with evergreen albums curated by our editors. This 
week’s feature album Follow The Lines focuses on imagery that draws you in with original framing and lead-
ing lines. // Bruno Hoffmann performs during the production of the Devil’s Voice project in Berlin, Germany 
on September 16, 2017 // Lorenz Holder/Red Bull Content Pool /
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COMMUNITY
Looking for a pet? Dozens of neglected 
and abandoned animals being cared for 
at the Houston Humane Society need a 
home.
About 6.5 million animals end up in 
shelters across the U.S. each year, in-
cluding 3.3 million dogs and 3.2 million 
cats, according to the ASPCA.
The Houston Human Society offers 
adoption tips and its one-page appli-
cation on its website. Fees are $125 for 
dogs 25 pounds and less, $125 for dogs 
six months and younger, $95 for dogs 
seven months or 26 pounds or more and 
$50 for cats.

The shelter is located at 14700 Almeda 
Road in Houston. Adoption hours are 
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. The spay and neuter clinic 
is open Monday through Saturday by 
appointment only.
Related

Help Us Clear the Shelters 2018

KPRC TV2 once again joined NBC 
Universal’s Clear the Shelters initiative 
and teamed up with Telemundo Hous-

ton and animal shelters in the Houston 
area to host the third annual Clear the 
Shelters nationwide pet adoption drive 
on Saturday, Aug. 18.

Clear the Shelters also helps to raise 
awareness about the importance of pet 
adoption and the overcrowding issues 

that local animal shelters typically ex-
perience in the summer months because 
of spring litters.  
 Last year, more than 80,000 pets were 
adopted as a result of the Clear the 
Shelters nationwide campaign. Nearly 
3,000 of those pet adoptions took place 
in the Houston area. Since 2015, Clear 
the Shelters has resulted in more than 
150,000 pet adoptions nationwide. 
Participating animal shelters in the 
Houston area offer no-cost or reduced 
fee adoptions or waived pet spaying and 
neutering fees. 
Rescue groups will host adoptions at 
the Children’s Museum of Houston as 
indicated in the listings below. Crime 
Stoppers of Houston, SNAP and Hous-
ton PetSet will be sharing information 
about animal care and animal cruelty 
prevention at the Children’s Museum of 

Houston event as well. Event hours at 
the Children’s Museum of Houston on 
August 18 are 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Participating shelters include (shelter 
hours may vary, please contact shelter 
for hours of operation):
HOUSTON:
***A Chance to Bloom  | Event at Chil-

dren’s Museum of Houston 
BARC Animal Shelter  |  3300 Carr St. 
Houston, TX 77026  |  (832) 395-9009 
Citizens for Animal Protection (CAP)  
|  17555 Katy Fwy Houston, TX 77094  
|  (281) 497-0053 
***Diamond in the Fluff Rescue | 
Event at Children’s Museum of Houston 
***DREAM  | Event at Children’s Mu-
seum of Houston 
***GOOD LIF3 Bully Rescue | Event 
at Children’s Museum of Houston 
Harris County Animal Shelter | 612 
Canino Rd, Houston, TX 77076  |  (832) 
927-1133 
(Courtesy Click2Houston)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Looking For A Pet?
Here Are The Houston Humane Society 

Animals That Need Homes Now
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South Africa farm seizures: The proposal 
was announced by Cyril Ramaphosa (Im-

age: GETTY) 
THE South African government has begun the 
process of seizing land from white farmers.
Local newspaper City Press reports two game 
farms in the northern province of Limpopo are 
the first to be targeted for unilateral seizure af-
ter negotiations with the owners to purchase the 
properties stalled.
While the government says it intends to pay, 
owners Akkerland Boerdery wanted 200 mil-
lion rand ($18.7 million) for the land — they’re 
being offered just 20 million rand ($1.87 mil-
lion).
“Notice is hereby given that a terrain inspection 
will be held on the farms on April 5, 2018 at 
10am in order to conduct an audit of the assets 
and a handover of the farm’s keys to the state,” 
a letter sent to the owners earlier this year said.
Akkerland Boerdery obtained an urgent injunc-
tion to prevent eviction until a court had ruled 
on the issue, but the Department of Rural De-
velopment and Land Affairs is opposing the 
application.
“What makes the Akkerland case unique is that 
they apparently were not given the opportunity 
to first dispute the claim in court, as the law re-
quires,” AgriSA union spokeswoman Annelize 
Crosby told the paper.
It comes as the South African government 
pushes ahead with plans to amend the country’s 
constitution to allow for the expropriation of 
land without compensation.

The seizures are intended to test the ability 
of the government to take land under existing 
laws, which the ruling African National Con-
gress has previously stated is allowable if “in 
the public interest”.
The South African government has begun the 
process of seizing land from white farmers.
Local newspaper City Press reports two game 
farms in the northern province of Limpopo are 

the first to be targeted for unilateral seizure af-
ter negotiations with the owners to purchase the 
properties stalled.
While the government says it intends to pay, 
owners Akkerland Boerdery wanted 200 mil-
lion rand ($18.7 million) for the land — they’re 
being offered just 20 million rand ($1.87 mil-
lion).
“Notice is hereby given that a terrain inspection 
will be held on the farms on April 5, 2018 at 
10am in order to conduct an audit of the assets 
and a handover of the farm’s keys to the state,” 
a letter sent to the owners earlier this year said.
Earlier this month, City Press reported the 
government had drawn up a list of 139 farms 
it planned to seize “to test out” section 25 of 
the constitution.
The newspaper said employees at the depart-
ment had been ordered to press ahead with the 
process at the Land Claims Court.
If the seizures go ahead, it would be the first 
time the state refuses to pay market value for 
land. 
Since the end of apartheid in 1994, the ANC 
has followed a “willing seller, willing buyer” 
process to redistribute white-owned farms to 
blacks.
A 2017 government audit found white people 
owned 72 per cent of private farmland in South 
Africa. 
According to the 2011 census, there are about 
4.6 million white people in South Africa, ac-
counting for 8.9 per cent of the population.
ANC spokesman Zizi Kodwa would not reveal 
details of the farms targeted and attempted to 
play down investor fears, saying the proposed 
seizures were “tied to addressing the injustices 
of the past”.
“Over time I think the markets as well as inves-
tors will appreciate that what we are doing is 
creating policy certainty and creating the condi-
tions for future investment,” he told City Press.
Afriforum, a civil-rights group representing 
the white Afrikaner minority, subsequently 
released what it claimed to be a leaked list of 
190 farms “being circulated in the department”, 
inviting farmers to check if they were on it and 
asking them to get in touch “so that we can pre-

pare for a joint legal strategy”.

South Africa’s white farmers have been des-
perately trying to sell their lands at record 
pace ahead of planned government land sei-
zures, according to a local farmer’s union. 

However, there are no buyers.
The government hit back, with department 
spokeswoman Linda Page telling News24the 
list was a fake. “We don’t know where they 
got it from,” she said. “There is no truth to this 
document.”
News24 editor-in-chief Adriaan Basson 
slammed Afriforum for “disgusting fearmon-
gering in the highest degree”. “Will Afriforum 
take action against (deputy CEO) Ernst Roets 
for distributing fake news?” he tweeted. “Will 
they apologise? We need cool heads — not ar-
sonists — in this debate.”
On Sunday, Mr Roets tweeted that the two 
farms — Salaita and Lukin — were the first two 
names on Afriforum’s list.
“So the debate about the authenticity of the 
list is settled then?” he said. “We hope that the 
gravity of the state’s plans for expropriation is 
understood and that people will see through the 
dishonesty of the Department of Land Reform 
and Rural Development.
“We hope that the attempts to discredit the le-
gitimacy of the list has now been proven to be 
malicious for good. We shouldn’t be misled 
by those who sing Kumbaya while the state is 
planning to expropriate property.”
AgriSA had described Afriforum’s release of 
the list as “irresponsible” and “inflammatory”, 
saying “cursory background research showed” 
several inaccuracies, including that a number 
of the farms were joint ventures co-owned by 
black people.

Earlier this month, cattle farmer Jo-an Engel-
brecht told the ABC’s Foreign Correspondent 
his farm just outside Johannesburg was now 
“worth zero”.
“We had several auctions in the last two or 
three weeks cancelled because there was no 
people interested in buying the land,” he said. 
“Why would you buy a farm to know the gov-
ernment’s going to take it?” (Courtesy https://
www.news.com.au/finance/economy)

Related

South Africa farm seizures BEGIN:                                                                 
Chaos as first expropriation of white-owned 

farms starts
SOUTH AFRICA’s government has begun 
seizing land from white farmers, targeting two 
game farms in the northern province of Limpo-
po after talks with the owners to buy the prop-
erties collapsed.
Johannesburg-based newspaper City Press 
reported owners Akkerland Boerdery wanted 
200 million rand (£16.7m) for the land, but 
that the country’s government were willing to 
offer them just a tenth of that at 20 million rand 
(£1.67m).
A letter sent to the owners earlier this year had 
said: “Notice is hereby given that a terrain in-
spection will be held on the farms on April 5, 
2018 at 10am in order to conduct an audit of 
the assets and a handover of the farm’s keys to 
the state.”
Akkerland Boerdery immediately took out an 
urgent injunction to prevent eviction until a 
court had ruled on the issue, but the Department 
of Rural Development and Land Affairs has re-
fused the application.
Annelie Crosby, spokeswoman for the agri-
cultural industry association AgriSA, told City 
Press: “What makes the Akkerland case unique 
is that they apparently were not given the op-
portunity to first dispute the claim in court, as 
the law requires.”
ANC spokesman ZiZi Kodwa refused to re-
veal details of the farms being targeted and 
has attempted to cal investor fears, adding the 
proposed seizures were “tied to addressing the 

injustices of the past”.
South Africa farm 
seizures: Gwede 
Mantashe sparked 
panic among the 
farming communi-
ty (Photo/GETTY)
But the Department 
of Rural Develop-

ment and Land Reform denied the list was real 
with spokeswoman Linda Page telling News24: 
“We don’t know where they got this from. 
There is no truth in this document.”
On Sunday, Afriforum CEO Ernest Roets con-
firmed that the two farms - Salaitna and Lukin 
- were the first two to be targeted.
He said: “So the debate about the authenticity 
of the list is settled then?
“We hope that the gravity of the state’s plans for 
expropriation is understood and that people will 
see through the dishonesty of the Department of 
Land Reform and Rural Development.
“We hope that the attempts to discredit the le-
gitimacy of the list has now been proven to be 
malicious for good. We shouldn’t be misled 
by those who sing Kumbaya while the state is 
planning to expropriate property.”
He told City Press: “Over time I think the mar-
kets as well as investors will appreciate that 
what we are doing is creating policy certainty 
and creating the conditions for future invest-
ment.”
Tensions among South Africa’s white farming 
community has been escalating since the elec-
tion of Cyril Ramaphosa as President earlier the 
year, who committed his African National Con-
gress (ANC) to land expropriation.
Last week, ANC chairman Gwede Mantashe 
sparked panic among the farming community 
when he said: “You shouldn’t own more than 
25,000 acres of land.
“Therefore, if you own more it should be taken 
without compensation.
“People who are privileged never give away 
privilege as a matter of a gift.
“And that is why we say, to give you the tools, 
revisit the constitution so that you have a legal 
tool to do it.”
A record number of white South African farm-
ers have put their land up for sale amid fears the 
ruling party is considering confiscating proper-
ties bigger than 25,000 acres.
The government was accused of drawing up a 
list of almost 200 farms it allegedly wants to 
seize from white farmers, with AfriForum, a 
civil rights group representing the white Afri-
kaner minority, adding the document was being 
circulated by ministers as the ruling powers 
prepare to implement the policy.
It invited farmers to check if they were on it and 
urged them to make contact “so we can prepare 
a joint legal strategy”. (Courtesy https://www.
express.co.uk/news/world)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

South Africa has targeted the first two farms for unilateral seizure 
after the owners refused an offer of one-tenth of the land’s value

South Africa Begins Seizing                         
White-Owned Farms
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