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White House wobbles on U.S. flag 
after McCain death
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The White House lowered 
its U.S. flag to half-staff, raised it back up and on Mon-
day lowered it again after the death of Senator John Mc-
Cain, in an unusual and confusing break with protocol on 
the passing of a national leader.
McCain, a prisoner of war in Vietnam, longtime U.S. 
senator from Arizona and 2008 Republican presidential 
nominee, died of brain cancer on Saturday at age 81. 
That prompted many Americans to lower flags to half-
staff, a traditional gesture of honor.
But President Donald Trump, who had clashed with 
fellow Republican McCain over various issues and said 
during his campaign that the senator was “not a war 
hero,” wavered in his approach to what presidents nor-
mally treat as a gesture of courtesy and respect.
Trump’s White House lowered its flag on Saturday, then 
raised it back following the minimum period under law. 
Trump also delayed issuing the customary proclamation 
for flags to remain at half-staff for longer than the two-
day minimum.
Finally, under pressure from veterans and members of 
Congress, Trump said in a statement later on Monday 
that he respected McCain’s service to the nation and had 
ordered flags to half-staff
In a letter to Trump on its Facebook page, the American 
Legion veterans group had urged the White House “to 
follow long-established protocol following the death of 
prominent government officials.” The Legion described 
McCain as a “cherished member.”
After a day of ignoring shouted questions about McCain, 
Trump broke his silence during a gathering of evangeli-
cal leaders at the White House on Monday evening.
“Our hearts and prayers are going to the family of 
Senator John McCain ... and we very much appreciate 
everything Senator McCain has done for our country,” he 
told the religious leaders.
A combination of three photographs shows the U.S. flag 
atop the White House flying at half staff Sun- day 
morning August 26 in honor of the death of Senator John 
McCain (L), back at full staff less than 24 hours later on 
Monday morning August 27 (C) and then back down to 
half-staff Monday afternoon (R) in Washington, U.S., 
August 27, 2018. REUTERS/Joshua Roberts, Kevin 
Lamarque and Leah Millis
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Through most of Monday, confusion reigned across 
the federal government, with flags flying at half-staff 
over the U.S. Capitol and at hundreds of national 
parks, but at full-staff over the Pentagon and the U.S. 
Supreme Court.
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security had 
issued a government-wide notification after McCain’s 
death to lower flags at U.S. facilities but rescinded it 
on Monday, leaving the decision to staff at individual 
sites, according to an official.
‘SOMEWHAT SHOCKING’
Presidents normally follow Congress’ lead on the 
death of a prominent lawmaker and order flags low-
ered until sunset on the day of burial. Critics of the 
president saw his reticence as a final slight against 
McCain.
“I doubt you could find a comparable situation where 
the president doesn’t order the flag flown at half-mast 
until the funeral,” said John Lawrence, history pro-
fessor at the University of California’s Washington 
Center.
“The disparity between the Congress and White 
House policy is obviously noticeable and somewhat 
shocking.”
McCain was a frequent Trump critic and his family 
has said he did not want the president to attend his 
funeral.
A family spokesman issued a farewell statement 
from McCain in which he said of the United States: 
“We weaken our greatness when we confuse our 
patriotism with tribal rivalries ... We weaken it when 
we hide behind walls, rather than tear them down, 
when we doubt the power of our ideals, rather than 
trust them to be the great force for change they have 
always been.”

Flag atop White House flies at half staff Sun-
day in honor of Senator McCain, back to full 
staff Monday morning and then back to half-
staff Monday afternoon in Washington

Where Sears' layoffs in Harris County rank among other Texas businesses this year

The layoffs at a Harris County Sears 
rank among the most around the area 
so far this year.
 Sears will layoff 100 employees 
after it announced that it would close 
its Memorial City Mall location.
 The layoffs will happen on or 
around Nov. 25 after the retailer 
announced the store was closing.
 Over the past decade, Sears has laid 
off roughly 175,000 workers around 
the country and closed many stores. 
Sears stock was trading at $1.21 

Tuesday morning. Around the same 
time in 2013, it was trading at $33.
 In Harris County, the Sears layoffs 
were the tenth most this year, right 
behind AT&T which announced it 
was laying off 117 people, accord-
ing to analysis of data from the 
Texas Workforce Commission. The 
Sears layoffs did not rank among 
the top 20 in Texas.
  The top two Texas companies to 
shed the most employees so far this 
year laid off more than 950 people 

each.
 The TWC maintains the Worker 
Adjustment and Retraining 
Notification (WARN) Act, which 
requires businesses to provide 
notice 60 days in advance of 
plant closures or mass layoffs.
 Swipe through and see which 
Texas businesses have laid off 
the most people so far this year.
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HOUSTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Com-
merce Department recently granted a tariff 
exemption to oil major Chevron (CVX.N) 
for its imports of 4.5-inch Japanese steel 
tubes for oil exploration. 
But the department rejected a similar re-
quest from Borusan Mannesmann Pipe to 
exclude 4.5-inch steel pipes imported from 
Turkey for casing used to line new oil wells. 
The reason: multiple U.S. steelmakers 
objected to Borusan’s application, arguing 
they could supply the product, according 
to the department. Chevron drew no such 
objections. 
When U.S. President Donald Trump 
slapped a 25 percent tariff on imported 
steel this spring, his administration allowed 
companies to apply for exemptions if need-
ed metals were not available in sufficient 
quality, quantity or in a reasonable time. 
But the process for seeking relief is prov-
ing slow and controversial as a deluge 
of applications has buried the small staff 
initially assigned to the task, prompting the 
department to hire dozens of extra contract 
workers. The limited number of decisions 
made so far are drawing protests from 
rejected applicants and sparking disputes 
between U.S. steel mills and importers of 
products from their foreign competitors. 
Commerce has received more than 37,000 
exemption requests, far more than it 
planned to handle. Although 130 employ-
ees and contractors are now evaluating the 
applications, the agency had only ruled on 
2,871 of those requests as of August 20. 
The department has so far approved 1,780 
of the applications and denied 1,091. Sep-
arately, the department turned back more 
than 6,000 requests for what it called “filing 
errors” by applicants, who can fix and 

U.S. energy companies fume over rejected 
steel tariff exemptions

resubmit their requests. 

Rejected applicants have criticized the 
department for taking sometimes mislead-
ing objections by domestic suppliers at 
face value and for not allowing importers a 
chance to rebut their arguments. 
“The Commerce Department is now hard-
pressed to spend more than a few minutes 
reviewing each application,” said Bernd 
Janzen, a partner in Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld LLP, which is working with 
companies pursuing tariff exclusions. 
Commerce acknowledged its staffing issues 
and said it has requested permission from 
Congress to reallocate $5 million of its 
own funds to accelerate the review process. 
Congress has so far only approved a reallo-
cation of $2 million, the agency said. 
“We will continue to run behind unless 
we are allowed to divert more Commerce 
resources to the process,” the department 
said in a statement to Reuters. 
The agency is also revising its evaluation 
process. 
“The Department fully acknowledges that 
the information provided in an objection 
may not be correct,” the agency said. 
Twenty exemptions have been approved 
over the objections from U.S. steelmakers, 
a sign that its process is “balanced, fair and 
transparent,” the department said. 
SUPPLIER OBJECTIONS 
Companies seeking exemptions have 
complained that Commerce provides little 
detail on the rationale for denying appli-
cations beyond boilerplate language that 
the product a company wants to import is 
available from a U.S. supplier. 
Joel Johnson, chief executive of Borusan 
Mannesmann Pipe, a U.S. subsidiary of a 

Wind turbines 
in the Pa-
palote Creek 
Wind Farm 
near Taft, TX. 
Monday, Oct. 
28, 2013.

Turkish steelmaker, said the department 
did not explain how it came to reject its 
application. 
“We don’t know for sure why they denied 
us, but we did have objections from our 
competitors who also make pipe,” said 
Johnson, adding that letters of support 
from its suppliers did not appear to influ-
ence the decision. 
Borusan expects to see its operating cost 
climb by $25 million to $35 million annual-
ly as a result of the tariffs. 
Borusan’s parent company will supply steel 
for Kinder Morgan Inc’s (KMI.N) Gulf 
Coast Express pipeline, a $1.75 billion 
project to move natural gas from West 
Texas to the U.S. Gulf Coast. Kinder, the 
second-largest North American pipeline 
operator, has submitted its own request to 
avoid the tariff on the Borusan order but 
has not yet received a ruling. 
The Trump administration recently said it 
would double tariffs on steel from Turkey, 

adding between $60 million to $80 million 
to the cost of Kinder Morgan’s pipeline, an-
alysts for Tudor Pickering Holt & Co wrote 
this month. 
U.S. Steel (X.N), which objected to Boru-
san’s request, said it only commented on 
requests for products it can make. 
“We stand ready to assist both new and 
longstanding customers” who are hit by 
tariffs, spokeswoman Meghan Cox said in a 
written statement. 
After another pipeline operator, Plains All 
American, had its application denied, the 
company asked Commerce for an analysis 
from the International Trade Administra-
tion to explain the decision. None has been 
provided, incoming Chief Executive Officer 
Willie Chiang said at a congressional hear-
ing called by Washington state Representa-
tive Dave Reichert last month. 



A new free drinking water fountain is seen in London, Britain August 28, 
2018. REUTERS/Peter Nicholls

Students at the Tumo Center for Creative Technologies in Yerevan

Protesters block a facility of Dutch gas production company NAM, in Farmsum

C3Wednesday, August 29 2018

Editor’s Choice

A statue of Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan is seen during the art exhibition 
“Wiesbaden Biennale” in Wiesbaden

A corpse candle stands next to a sign that reads “press freedom” at the foot of a statue of Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan during the art exhibition “Wiesbaden Biennale” in Wiesbaden

FILE PHOTO: The company logo for Best Buy is displayed on a screen on the floor 
of the NYSE is seen in New York

Athletics - 2018 Asian Games - Women’s Pole Vault, Final - GBK Main Stadium, Jakarta, Indonesia 
- August 28, 2018 - Li Ling of China celebrates after winning. REUTERS/Issei Kato

A Syrian truck carrying Turkish goods enters from Bab al Salam point near the city of Azaz being tested for 
use in electric vehicles. REUTERS/Alexander Demianchuk (RUSSIA - Tags: SOCIETY SCIENCE TECH-
NOLOGY BUSINESS)/File Photo



陳納德將軍飛虎隊飛行學院
General Chennault Flying Tiger Academy 

航空業前景看好為最具潛力的黃金職業之一

電話: 713-228-7933 (中文)、877-423-8237 (英文)
郵箱: info@chennaultfta.com  地址: 10013 Military Dr. Conroe, TX 77303

www.chennaultfta.com

航空業前景看好為最具潛力的黃金職業之一

全球極需好的飛行員
寬闊的遠景、高薪 、工作穩定

*  只要18歲以上，不分男女，有高中畢業證書，有志於朝向航空業發展者均可申請，
    既使戴隱形眼鏡、或助聽器，只要達到標準，依然可以開飛機。
*  每月開班，六種培訓課程可供選擇，畢業後授予證書。通過考試，
    可獲頒美國FAA私人飛行執照、商業飛行執照、和商業直升機飛行執照， 還包括300小時的飛行時間。  

提供專業飛行培訓課程 
培訓對象：專業飛行員、業餘飛行愛好者

全球極需好的飛行員
寬闊的遠景、高薪 、工作穩定

招生招生

S02-CFTA陳納德飛行學校C_40
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Amazon on Saturday will open a store in The Galleria, becoming 
the latest and largest online retailer to open a brick-and-mortar 
location in Houston’s top-performing mall. The so-called Ama-
zon Pop-Up shop, located on the first floor near Macy’s, will offer 
shoppers the opportunity to test-drive smart-home devices, tablets 
and e-readers, and learn from Amazon employees about the Seat-
tle-based company’s online services. “We have a great website, but 
sometimes, people want to test our products out themselves and 
talk to a real human,” said Cameron Janes, Amazon’s vice president 
of Amazon Pop-Up stores. Online retailers are increasingly open-
ing stores to capture consumers who still spend most of their mon-
ey offline. Despite the rise of e-commerce, online sales account for 
less than 10 percent of total retail sales in the U.S.  “A lot of these 
companies that just started on the internet have realized they can 
increase sales by opening these pop-up locations in malls,” said Ed 
Wulfe, chairman and CEO of Wulfe & Co., a Houston-based retail 
real estate firm.
Eight e-commerce retailers, including Amazon, have recently 
staked out physical locations at the Galleria, the largest mall in 
Texas. They include Eloquii, a women’s fashion retailer; Sugarfina, 
an upscale candy shop; and Untuckit, a menswear company.
A shopper walks in front of the future location of Charles Tyr-
whitt at the Galleria on Friday, July 27, 2018 in Houston. 
Amazon, which opened its first Pop-Up store in 2014, now has 66 
in 19 states, including in several Kohl’s and Whole Foods Market 
locations. The e-commerce giant has eight Pop-Up stores in Texas, 

“Clicks To Bricks”Amazon, Online Retailers 
Open Physical Shops In The Galleria

including Baybrook Mall, The Galleria, The Woodlands Mall 
and Willowbrook Mall in the Houston region as well as North 
Star Mall in San Antonio.
Other online retailers, such as menswear retailer Bonobos, bed-
in-a-box company Casper and eyeglasses shop Warby Parker 
are opening physical stores across the country. At the same 
time, traditional retailers such as Walmart, Target and Best Buy 
are beefing up their online business.
It’s all a push to create “omnichannel” shopping experience to 
woo the most shoppers in today’s competitive retail environ-
ment.
“Retailers want to approach it from every possible angle to 
ensure they’re reaching all the customers out there,” Wulfe said.
Simon, the nation’s largest mall owner, three years ago created 
a business development team at its New York office dedicated 
solely to attracting e-commerce companies to its properties, 
which include the Galleria.
 

Sugarfina now occupies space 
at the Galleria on Friday, July 
27, 2018 in Houston. Shopping 
centers like the Galleria have 
seen more e-commerce compa-
nies opening physical brick-
and-mortar locations.
Today, that team is one of the 

most active leasing departments in the company, said Greg 
Vlahos, senior vice president of leasing at Simon’s Dallas office.
“We’re seeing a slowdown in the expansion and growth of tradi-
tional retailers we’ve done business with for many, many years,” 
he said. “Mature retailers are maxed out with their store counts. 
The real growth in the fashion and soft-goods side of retailing is 
newer concepts, most of which started online.”
As a result, a significant portion of Simon’s new retail leases 
today are e-tailers looking to get into brick-and-mortar retail, 
Vlahos said. Untuckit, which sells casual men’s shirts, opened 
its first brick-and-mortar store in 2015. Since then, the compa-
ny has grown its physical presence rapidly, opening more than 
three dozen locations including one at the Galleria.
 
The company, founded in 2011, has plans to open 100 stores 
over the next five years.
Simon, which has signed 12 leases with Untuckit, is working on 

six more, Vlahos said.
Most e-tailers are looking for smaller spaces and shorter leases 
to test out their brick-and-mortar concepts. An e-tailer opening 
a fashion boutique at a Simon mall typically takes a space of 800 
to 1,500 square feet, and will sign a lease for one to three years, 
Vlahos said.
“As their brick-and-mortar concept evolves, their comfort level 
grows to expand their footprint and sign longer-term leases,” he 
said.
Mariah Chase, the CEO of Eloquii, said she once scoffed at the 
idea of opening a physical location, wary of the fate befalling tradi-
tional retailers such as Sears and Toys R Us.
But today, the online fashion retailer for women sizes 14 and and 
up has five stores, including one in the Galleria. The company is 
set to open its sixth store next month in Miami.
“Our web customers wanted Eloquii in a store,” Chase said. “They 
told me, ‘I’d love to be able to try things on, shop with my group of 
friends and feel the fabric.’”

 A peek inside the 
new Quay sunglasses 
boutique at the Galleria 
on Friday, July 27, 2018 
in Houston. Shop-
ping centers like the 
Galleria have seen more 
e-commerce companies 
opening physical brick-
and-mortar locations.
Chase and her team use 

both e-commerce data and multiple site visits to determine the 
best locations for their brick-and-mortar locations. “Where you 
have a large e-commerce market like Houston,” Chase said, “you 
have to have a store footprint in that market, too.”
(Courtesy chron.com)

Temporary walls surround the site of a new Ama-
zon kiosk at the Galleria on Friday, July 27, 2018 
in Houston. Shopping centers like the Galleria 
have seen more e-commerce companies opening 
physical brick-and-mortar locations.

Shopping centers like the 
Galleria have seen more 
e-commerce companies 
opening physical brick-
and-mortar locations.

Eloquii sales associate 
Shara Campbell returns 
a blouse to its spot at 
the new Eloquii location 
inside the Galleria on 
Friday, July 27, 2018 
in Houston. Campbell 
graduated with a finance 
degree from the Uni-
versity of Houston and 
facing a slow job market, 
opted to work for the 
retailer. Shopping centers like the 
Galleria have seen more e-commerce 
companies opening physical brick-and-
mortar locations.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor



President Don-
ald Trump 
speaking with 
Mexican Pres-
ident Enrique 
Peña Nieto in 

the Oval Office on August 27. Trump 
announced that the United States and 
Mexico had reached a preliminary 
agreement on trade. (Photo/GETTY 
IMAGES)
Trump said that the name NAFTA “has a 
bad connotation because the United States 
was hurt very badly by NAFTA for many 
years.”
NAFTA, struck and approved by Con-
gress in 1994, still remains legally in force 
and the president’s newest agreement with 
Mexico would require congressional ap-
proval. Congress is reportedly expected to 
weigh in in November.
The Trump administration will reportedly 
send a letter to notify Congress on Friday, 
and the Congress then has 90 days to re-
view the matter. 

Phil Elliott
@Philip_Elliott
So the NAFTA letter goes 
to Congress on Friday, then 
a 90-day clock starts tick-

ing, then... So, let’s not pretend NAFTA is 
gone — especially because the President 
unilaterally CANNOT strike any brand-
new deal without Congressional OK. 
(Don’t believe me? How is TPP doing?)
11:00 AM - Aug 27, 2018
• 358
• 188 people are talking about this
The new deal with Mexico reportedly 
requires that 75 percent of automobile 
parts be made in the U.S. and Mexico, an 
increase from the present 62.5 percent, 
according to Reuters. The prospective 
deal also requires that 40 to 45 percent of 
workers make a minimum of $16 an hour.
The president last year threatened to pull 
the U.S. out of NAFTA and has since 
continued his threats while claiming the 
U.S. was not receiving a fair shake from 
not only its North American neighbors 
but also the European Union and China. 
(Courtesy https://www.newsweek.com)
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President Donald Trump says the deal would be called The United 
States-Mexico Trade Agreement, getting rid of the NAFTA name. 
Trump said Mexican officials promised the country would start 

buying as much U.S. farm product as possible.

The U.S. and Mexico struck a trade deal 
on Monday that paved the way to replace 
NAFTA, the current agreement between 
the two nations and Canada.
President Donald Trump said the deal 
would be called The United States-Mex-
ico Trade Agreement, getting rid of the 
NAFTA name. “The name NAFTA has a 
bad connotation because the United States 
was hurt very badly by NAFTA,” he said.                  
Trump added that the deal will help farm-
ers and manufacturers. “We’ve made it 
better” for both countries.
The new deal will last 16 years and will 
be reviewed every six years, according to 
U.S. Trade Representative Robert Ligh-
thizer. It must also be approved by Con-
gress and stipulates that a certain amount 
of steel and aluminum must come from 
North America. Lighthizer also said the 
plan will not cap imports of light vehicles 
from Mexico, but keeps the steel and alu-
minum tariffs that are already in place.
“We’re very excited about this agreement. 
We think it is going to lead to more trade, 
not less trade,” Lighthizer said.

“Trump can’t 
go bilaterally 
with just Mex-
ico in trade 
promotion au-

thority…” Former United States trade 
representative and chief NAFTA nego-
tiator, told the media that Trump’s an-
nouncement of the new trade deal be-
tween U.S. and Mexico has legal issues.
The U.S. and Mexico struck a trade deal 
on Monday that paved the way to replace 
NAFTA, the current agreement between 
the two nations and Canada.
President Donald Trump said the deal 
would be called The United States-Mex-
ico Trade Agreement, getting rid of the 
NAFTA name. “The name NAFTA has a 
bad connotation because the United States 
was hurt very badly by NAFTA,” he said. 
Trump added that the deal will help farm-
ers and manufacturers. “We’ve made it 
better” for both countries.
The new deal will last 16 years and will 
be reviewed every six years, according to 
U.S. Trade Representative Robert Ligh-
thizer. It must also be approved by Con-

gress and stipulates that a certain amount 
of steel and aluminum must come from 
North America. Lighthizer also said the 
plan will not cap imports of light vehicles 
from Mexico, but keeps the steel and alu-
minum tariffs that are already in place.
“We’re very excited about this agreement. 
We think it is going to lead to more trade, 
not less trade,” Lighthizer said.

U.S. - Mexico trade deal has no “sunset 
provision,” says Robert Lighthizer.

Officials have been in Washington trying 
to work out the issues as the Trump ad-

ministration pushes to remake the 1994 
agreement. There was hope that a new 
NAFTA could be solidified before Mexi-
co’s government turnover on Dec. 1, when 
leftist Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador re-
places moderate President Enrique Pena 
Nieto.
“I’m certainly hopeful that we get a good 
agreement,” Carla Hills, a former U.S. 
trade representative and chief NAFTA ne-
gotiator, said earlier Monday on CNBC’s 
“Squawk Alley.” NAFTA is “25 years old 
and it needs to be upgraded. I have my fin-
gers crossed that we’ve done a good job 
and we get to NAFTA 2.0.”
Trump said Mexican officials promised 
the country would start buying as much 
U.S. farm product as possible.
The negotiations have dragged on for 
months. Officials had hoped to wrap up 
last week but that was before the distrac-

tion caused by the guilty plea entered 
Tuesday by Trump’s former lawyer, Mi-
chael Cohen, and the guilty verdict hand-
ed down against Trump’s former cam-
paign manager, Paul Manafort.
Trump called Pena Nieto to congratulate 
him on the negotiations and their out-
come, noting Canada would be able to re-
incorporate itself to the talks. Canada has 
remained on the sidelines of trade talks 
recently while the U.S. aimed at first strik-
ing a deal with Mexico. (Courtesy https://
www.cnbc.com)

Related

IS NAFTA OVER? DONALD TRUMP 
ANNOUNCES NEW U.S.-MEXICO 
TRADE AGREEMENT BUT CON-
GRESS STILL NEEDS TO APPROVE
President Donald Trump announced 
Monday that the U.S. had reached a sep-
arate trade deal with Mexico outside the 
long-standing North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), which Canada 
might or might not become part of later.
Trump, who campaigned on reworking 
what he called unfair trade deals with a 
number of countries, said the deal with 
Mexico might be the “biggest ever” as he 
spoke with Mexican President Enrique 
Peña Nieto on the phone in front of report-
ers and live cameras.
The president said the new deal would be 
named the United States-Mexico Trade 
Agreement, and said he planned to “termi-
nate” the existing NAFTA deal with Mex-
ico. He said he would see whether Canada 
could become part of the deal, but that a 
bilateral agreement with Canada was also 
eventually possible.

President Donald Trump Says The Deal Would Be                         
Called The United States-Mexico Trade Agreement,                                

Getting Rid Of The Old NAFTA Name.
U.S. And Mexico Reach A Trade Deal, 
Paving The Way To Replace NAFTA
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