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Master of bygone civility, Bush is hailed 
at funeral as U.S. ‘soldier-statesman’
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Former President George H.W. Bush 
was hailed at his state funeral on Wednesday as a warrior-states-
man of uncommon personal kindness who went from being a hero 
of American conflicts to representing a bygone era of civility in 
politics.
Amid an unusual bipartisan spirit at the service at the Washington 
National Cathedral, both Republican and Democratic politicians 
honored a president who called for a “kinder, gentler” nation.
Bush, the 41st U.S. president, died last week in Texas aged 94. 
He occupied the White House from 1989 to 1993, navigating the 
collapse of the Soviet Union and expelling former Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s forces from oil-rich Kuwait.
“George H.W. Bush was America’s last great soldier-statesman,” 
Jon Meacham, a presidential biographer, said in a eulogy. “He 
stood in the breach in the Cold War against totalitarianism. He 
stood in the breach in Washington against unthinking partisan-
ship,” he said.
At a ceremony full of pomp but also peppered with laughter, the 
capital’s current political feuds were briefly set aside in honor of 
the late president, a naval aviator who survived being shot down 
by Japanese forces over the Pacific Ocean in World War Two, and 
a former head of the CIA during the Cold War.
Still, there were reminders of lingering tensions.
President Donald Trump shook hands with his predecessor, 
Barack Obama, and former first lady Michelle Obama. But he 
made no attempt to greet the other two former Democratic pres-
idents, Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter, sharing the front pew, or 
their spouses, including Hillary Clinton, Trump’s 2016 election 
opponent.
A patrician figure, Bush was voted out of office in part for failing 
to connect with ordinary Americans during an economic reces-
sion.
But he has been remembered as representing an earlier era of ci-
vility in American politics, an image burnished in recent years by 
the divisiveness and anger in the United States that accompanied 
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the rise of Trump.
Former President George W. Bush said his father “valued character over pedigree, and he was no cynic. He’d look 
for the good in each person, and he usually found it.”
The flag-draped casket of former President George H.W. Bush arrives carried by a military honor guard during a 
State Funeral at the National Cathedral, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018, in Washington. Andrew Harnik/Pool via REU-
TERS
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Tariff effects broaden across U.S., wage 
growth higher: Fed

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Tariff-driven price increas-
es have spread more broadly through the U.S. economy, 
though on balance inflation has risen at a modest pace 
in most parts of the country, the Federal Reserve said on 
Wednesday in its latest report on the economy.
The U.S. central bank’s “Beige Book” report, a snapshot of 
the economy gleaned from discussions with business con-
tacts in the Fed’s 12 districts in the weeks through Novem-
ber 26, also said that the economy appeared to be growing 
modestly to moderately.
While a wide range of businesses cited concerns about the 
effects of a trade war between the United States and China, 
firms continued to hire and reported bumping up benefits 
and pay to compete for an increasingly scarce labor pool.
Labor markets tightened across a broad range of industries, 
and wage growth “tended to the higher side of a modest to 
moderate pace,” the Fed said.

In the Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank’s district, “labor 

availability was widely seen as the biggest obstacle to 
short-term growth,” according to the Beige Book.
The dollar held onto slim gains after the report was 
released.
The Fed is widely expected to raise interest rates at 
the close of its Dec. 18-19 policy meeting. Policy-
makers have said the United States’ strong economy 
could stoke higher inflation if they do not raise bor-
rowing costs further.
At the same time, Fed Chairman Jerome Powell 
has signaled the Fed’s three-year tightening cycle is 
drawing to a close and central bankers are looking 
for signs a global growth slowdown and a U.S.-China 
trade war might be weighing on the U.S. economy.
The Beige Book report highlighted the develop-
ing risks that Fed officials have begun citing more 
frequently as they plan how far to continue their rate 
increase cycle.
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The Washington segments of George H.W. Bush’s state 
funeral continued outside the National Cathedral with a 
departure ceremony, one of the half-dozen formal events 
in the nation’s capital since Monday. With Bush’s family 
trailing behind, pall bearers carried Bush’s casket to the 
black hearse bearing the presidential seal as a military band 
played “Hail to the Chief.”
At 12:20 Houston time, the door to the hearse was closed. 
Eight minutes later, the motorcade began its journey to 
Joint Base Andrews in Maryland, for another ceremony 
prior to the flight to Ellington Field in Houston for ongoing 
events honoring the 41st president.
At 12:54, the motorcade bearing the president’s hearse ar-
rived at Joint Base Andrews.
On HoustonChronicle.com: Full coverage of former Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush
At 1:05, with the president’s family looking on, Bush’s casket 
was removed from the hearse, followed by a U.S. Army 21-
gun salute.
In the departure ceremony, pall bearers representing the 
branches of the military carried Bush’s casket to the plane as 
a military band played Antonin Dvorak’s Goin’ Home. The 
Bush family began boarding the 747 that bears the name 
Air Force One about five minutes after the 21-gun salute. 
George W. Bush turned to give a slight wave as he entered 
the aircraft.

The plane began taxiing at 1:23, lifting off 1:26 from the 
airfield Bush used dozens of times for his return to Texas.

People turned out by the thousands to pay their respects 
during Bush’s final trip to the nation’s capital, where he 
became a revered global leader as president and, before that, 
vice president.

In Bush’s 35 hours lying in state in the Capitol Rotunda, 
42,000 people came to pass by the casket.

Plane bearing George H.W. Bush heads 
to Houston

Hearse carrying casket of former U.S. President Bush arrives at Ellington Field in Houston

Bush's dog Sully is seen during a departure ceremony at 
Ellington Field in Houston



Funeral service for the former U.S. President George H.W. Bush in Washing-
ton

Former U.S. President George W. Bush and Laura Bush follow honor guard carrying casket 
of George H.W. Bush at Washington National Cathedral

Funeral service for the former U.S. President George H.W. Bush in Washington
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Former U.S. President George W. Bush and Laura Bush follow honor guard carrying casket of George 
H.W. Bush at Washington National Cathedral

Former U.S. President George W. Bush and Laura Bush follow honor guard carrying 
casket of George H.W. Bush at Washington National Cathedral

Former U.S. President George W. Bush and Laura Bush follow honor guard carrying 
casket of George H.W. Bush at Washington National Cathedral

Funeral service for the former U.S. President George H.W. Bush in Washington

Funeral service for the former U.S. President George H.W. Bush in Washington
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USA’s ‘First Biometric Terminal’ 
In Operation At Atlanta Airport

Photo above shows new biometric 
scanning technology at Terminal F in                                           
Hartsfield-Jackson International Air-
port in Atlanta, Georgia. (Photo/Delta 

Air Lines). 
Imagine looking at a screen for two sec-
onds and then check in for your flight?
Then you glance at a screen for another 
two seconds to drop off your bags at a 
luggage station? How easy would it be to 
merely look at another screen to breeze 
through ID checks at TSA security check-
points or the departure gate?
All this, without having to use your pass-
port.
Now all this is reality.
Atlanta’s Hartsfield Jackson International 
Airport and Delta Air Lines have opened 
the nation’s first curb-to-gate biometric 
terminal, which promises to improve avia-
tion security while moving travelers faster 
through screening.
“Atlanta airport -- the busiest airport in the 
world, our largest hub -- is the first airport 
in the US to roll this out,” Delta Chief 
Operating Officer Gil West told CNN at 
the terminal’s opening on November 29. 
“It saves nine minutes on the ground for 
the boarding process which is time that 
our customers won’t be spending in lines 
waiting to board the aircraft.”
The biometric ID technology being used 
here is facial recognition. It’s a cam-
era-based system that compares scans of 
travelers’ faces to a database of verified ID 
photos curated by US Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP).
Passengers use a facial recognition screen 
to verify their identities before boarding 
a Delta Air Lines flight from Atlanta to 
Mexico City on Thursday.

Delta’s competitors -- including JetBlue, 
American Airlines and Southwest Airlines 
-- have started pilot facial recognition 
programs at a handful of US airports for 
international boarding. But so far, Delta 
says Atlanta is the only airport to also of-
fer biometrics for check-in, luggage and 
TSA ID checks.
CBP says America’s air travel industry 
is on a path toward widespread adoption 
of facial recognition verification at all 
US airports with international flights and 
eventually, say industry leaders, domestic 
flights too.
It’s the “next leap in airport security,” says 
Matt Cornelius, vice president of Airports 
Council International, North America. Al-
though Cornelius is confident in the tech-
nology and it “continues to evolve very 
rapidly,” he says it “still has a lot of devel-
opment to go.”
It’s more secure
Using the system is totally optional.
Passengers who don’t feel comfortable us-
ing it can opt to go through traditional ID 
verification using their passports. Privacy 
groups say they’re worried facial recog-
nition databases are subject to limited ac-
countability and vulnerable to government 
abuse or lack of oversight.
Experts and authorities believe biometric 
ID technology will make airports and air 
travel safer in an era when aviation is tar-
geted by criminals and terrorists.
“Facial recognition is much better from a 
security perspective than a paper, barcode 
scan,” said John Selden, Atlanta airport’s 
new general manager who spent four 
years as deputy general manager at New 
York’s JFK International Airport. “This 
technology is leading the way in improv-
ing security.”
Your face can be your passport
In a nutshell, here’s how it works:
If you’re unfamiliar, facial recognition 
technology uses a complex algorithm that 
recognizes each person’s unique facial 
characteristics -- including shapes of eyes, 
noses, mouths, proportional relationships 
and other factors.

Delta Air Lines of-
fers customers in 
Atlanta the option 
of using facial rec-

ognition technology to check in for inter-
national flights.
-- Passengers enter their passport numbers 
into their frequent flier airline profiles.
-- Check in to your flight at one of sev-
eral kiosks in the international terminal 
by pressing a touch-screen tab labeled 
“LOOK: Facial Recognition” and looking 
into the screen. The image is compared to 
the image on file in the CBP database.
-- Drop your luggage at the nearby airline 
baggage drop station by looking into a 
camera.
-- At the TSA screening area, look into a 
scanner screen and show your boarding 
pass. No need to pull out your passport or 
driver’s license.
A typical stop at a TSA ID check station 
can take 11-20 seconds. With this -- in less 
than three seconds -- boom, you’re cleared 
to continue on through the TSA passenger 
and carry-on baggage screening lanes.
Next year at Atlanta’s international termi-
nal, TSA plans to use facial recognition so 
participating travelers won’t have to show 
a boarding pass either.
It has a 98% success rate
Finally, at your departure gate, instead 
of having to pull out your passport be-
fore you board your international flight, 
just briefly stare into a screen set up at 
the jetway entrance. In 2 seconds, you’re 
cleared and bouncing down the jetway to 
your seat. An airline gate agent is staffing 
the screen to take care of any technical 
hiccups.
Yep, once in a while, the screen doesn’t 
recognize a face.

In fact, about 1% 
or 2% of the time, 
face scans aren’t 
able to verify pas-
sengers, said John 
Wagner, CBP dep-

uty assistant commissioner. He blames 
that on bad scan images -- poor lighting 

conditions, for example. “If you do get re-
jected, all you do is present your passport 
and your boarding pass.”
TSA facial recognition screens are now 
available for biometric ID verification at 
Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson International 
Airport.
Wagner says the technology will be con-
tinually improved with a goal of 100% 
effectiveness.
When it does work, the CBP’s facial rec-
ognition database can help authorities nab 
travelers who use false passports. Recent-
ly three airline passengers at Washington’s 
Dulles International Airport were caught 
over a period of 40 days, according to 
CBP.
Privacy questions
When authorities have your facial image 
in a database, you’re giving up control 
over how the government can use it, said 
Jeramie Scott at the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center, a Washington-based 
organization aimed at protecting privacy.
The CBP says facial images of US citizens 
scanned at airports are deleted from their 
database shortly after confirmation. Facial 
images of non-citizens who arrive in the 
US are stored for 75 years, the CBP web-
site says, and departure photos of non-cit-
izens are deleted after 14 days.

Biometric facial recognition cameras have 
been installed at Delta Air Lines’ baggage 
drop station at Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport.
Delta’s West said the airline never has 
control of the CBP database -- “only the 
ability to access it to verify identity.”
Privacy advocates are calling on lawmak-
ers to create legal safeguards to prevent 
the abuse of these kinds of databases.
As for passengers, Keary King of Dothan, 

Alabama, said he was willing to try the 
CBP system. “We have no privacy con-
cerns,” he said, waiting with his family to 
board Delta Flight 365 to Mexico City.
“Maybe it makes the boarding a little 
quicker,” King said. “That would be good, 
not only for me but for all the passengers.”
Most of the flight’s 124 passengers who 
originated in Atlanta used the facial scan-
ner and boarded the Boeing 737-700 on 
time in about 10 minutes. Only a few had 
to show their passports because the system 
rejected their scanned images.
It’s expanding to other airports
Outside the US, airports such as Singa-
pore’s Changi, Amsterdam’s Schiphol and 
Aruba International Airport reportedly al-
ready offer biometric check-in and board-
ing capability at some gates and terminals.

Airports in Ja-
pan reportedly 
are rolling out 
facial recog-
nition board-

ing facilities at several airports this year. 
China’s Hongqiao International Airport is 
also using facial recognition for security 
screening, according to The Independent, 
and is in the process of expanding to a full 
curb-to-gate facial recognition system. 
London’s Heathrow plans to start testing 
an end-to-end facial recognition program 
next year.
Meanwhile, Delta is expanding its biomet-
ric program. “We’ll look to scale this at all 
our hubs internationally, and aspirational-
ly, throughout our entire operations,” West 
said, implying the addition of US domes-
tic travelers. Delta plans to kickoff a facial 
recognition option for customers flying 
internationally out of Detroit in mid-De-
cember.
Passengers should always have the ability 
to opt out of any facial recognition system, 
Cornelius said.
Full implementation is “a number of 
years away,” Cornelius said. Wagner said 
the CBP hopes to have facial recognition 
boarding at all US airports serving inter-
national flights within 3 or 4 years.
Right now, airports’ main concern is get-
ting these systems up to speed, Cornelius 
said.
If all goes as planned, airports believe fa-
cial recognition can reduce those annoy-
ing bottlenecks at security lines and make 
air travel safer for all of us. (Courtesy cnn.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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WHO Calls ‘Gaming Disorder’             
 A Mental Health Condition

The World Health Organization has rec-
ognized “gaming disorder” as a diagnos-
able condition.
But the organization’s decision to in-
clude the new term in the 11th edition of 
its International Classification of Diseas-
es (ICD), which it released Monday, has 
sparked controversy among psychiatric 
experts who question whether there’s 
enough research to call it a true disorder.
According to the American Psychologi-
cal Association, an estimated 160 million 
American adults play video games, but 
the percentage of people that could qual-
ify for the disorder is extremely small. 
Players’ ages range from under 18 to 
over 50, and the male-to-female ratio is 
almost equal.
The WHO’s official definition of “gam-
ing disorder” includes:
1. A pattern of behavior for at least 12 
months in which gaming is out of control
2. The pattern of behavior must show an 
“increased priority given to gaming” to 
the point that gaming “takes precedence 
over other interests and daily activities.”                                            
3. A “continuation or escalation of gam-
ing despite the occurrence of negative 
consequences,” or behavior that affects 
one’s relationships, education, or occu-
pation. This could mean that a teenager 
may play video games instead of doing 
homework and end up failing a test.
Child and adolescent psychiatrist Victor 
Fornari, MD, sees many families who 
struggle to control the amount of time 
their children spend in front of a screen.
“A family usually has rules about TV 
time. Here, a child wouldn’t stop, despite 
the promise of negative consequences,” 
he says.

An estimated 160 million American                                      
adults play video games

Fornari says aggressive games involving 

teamwork and killing enemies tend to be 
the most addictive for young people. He 
also says some games have become so 
popular that schools around the world 
are warning parents to monitor their 
child’s access to them.
Including gaming disorder in the ICD-11 
could mean health insurancecoverage for 
people seeking treatment.
“I think the ICD-11 category will give us 
a chance to learn how to identify and di-
agnose the disorder. Now that there’s an 
ICD-11 code, health care providers will 
be able to ask for reimbursement from 
health insurance companies,” Fornari 
says.
People who do seek help right now like-
ly find it difficult. Fornari says that there 
are few treatment programs around be-
cause mental healthprofessionals really 
don’t know how to treat the disorder yet. 
Rehab centers and wilderness camps ex-
ist, but there is little proof of how well 
they work, and they are often expensive.
He says it is unclear if gaming disorder 
will require treatment similar to other 
mental disorders or addictions.

“You always have to wonder when some-
one’s behavior is obsessive. It’s possible 
that someone with obsessive-compulsive 
disorder would compulsively play the 
game, but they would likely show oth-
er compulsions as well, like checking 
things, counting things, and washing 
hands,” Fornari says.
Doubts About Defining the Condition
Some experts are reluctant to include 
gaming disorder in the ICD.
The Society for Media Psychology and 
Technology, a division of the American 
Psychological Association, said in a 
statement that the “current research base 
is not sufficient” enough to classify the 
disorder.
It argues that although video game ad-
diction research has been going on for 
nearly 30 years, it’s not clear how to de-
fine the condition, the symptoms, how 
common it is, or if it is an independent 
disorder or a symptom of a pre-existing 
disorder.
The European Games Developer Feder-
ation (EGDF) also criticized the move.
The group said in a statement it was “con-
cerned” by the WHO’s action to include 
it, “despite significant opposition from 
the medical and scientific community. 
The evidence for its inclusion remains 
highly contested and inconclusive.”
In the U.S., the American Psychological 

Association has proposed adding gaming 
disorder to the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders(DSM-5). 
Although it’s not yet an official condi-
tion, the association recognizes the fol-
lowing symptoms:
• Heavy focus on Internet gaming
• Withdrawal symptoms when Internet 
gaming is taken away (sadness, anxiety, 
irritability)
• Tolerance, the need to spend more time 
gaming
• Not being able to play less, unsuccess-
ful attempts to quit playing
• Giving up other activities, and loss of 
interest in activities that were once en-
joyed
• Continuing to play despite problems
• Deceiving family members or others 
about the amount of time spent on Inter-
net gaming
• The use of Internet gaming to relieve 
negative moods, such as guilt or hope-
lessness
• Risk, having jeopardized or lost a job or 
relationship due to Internet gaming

To be diagnosed with gaming disorder, 
a patient must have at least five of the 
listed symptoms.
In a 2017 study done in the U.S., United 
Kingdom, Canada, and Germany, close 
to 19,000 gamers completed a survey 
about symptoms of gaming disorder. 
More than 65% of participants did not 
report any symptoms of gaming disor-
der. Only 2.4% of the sample endorsed 
at least five of the symptoms needed to 

be diagnosed.
In a commentary on that study, Patrick 
M. Markey, PhD, a psychologyprofessor 
at Villanova University, and Christopher 
J. Ferguson, PhD, department chairman 
of psychology at Stetson University, 
questioned gaming disorder as a condi-
tion.
“Current data suggest that the proposed 
Internet gaming disorder category is a 
poor indicator of actual problems,” they 
wrote. “Therefore, its use in clinical set-
tings, as presently delineated, may ulti-
mately cause more harm than good.”
They also asked why the DSM-5 singles 
out gaming disorder as a proposed cate-
gory, but not other things that could be 
addictive, including working, exercising, 
or eating.

In a 2017 study of gamers, only 2.4% 
of the participants had at least five of 
the symptoms needed to be diagnosed 

with a gaming disorder.
“This important study suggests that vid-
eo game addiction might be a real thing, 
but it is not the epidemic that some have 
made it out to be.”
Fornari says the WHO action will bring 
about research on diagnosed cases that 
will help doctors understand more about 
the condition.
“I think any time changes like this occur, 
an initial period of time will be needed 
to test it out,” he says. “How often the 
diagnosis is made and the range of clini-
cal cases, like in any other mental disor-
der, will have to be studied. When a new 
disorder is proposed, we need to see if it 
will survive the test of time.” (Courtesy 
webmd.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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随着美国反移民政策的进一步实施

，一向以开放自居，对移民持包容态度

的欧洲，也开始有了某种反移民倾向。

据法国《欧洲时报》报道称，意大

利当地时间9月24日，意部长会议通过

了内政部长萨尔维尼主导制定的一套关

于“加强安全和反移民”的政令。

不仅是在意大利，欧洲许多其他国

家的奉行反移民主张的极右翼势力也正

在崛起；比如奥地利的由中右翼的人民

党和极右翼的自由党组成的联合政府，

以及挪威的由极右翼的进步党也与中右

翼的保守党组建的联合政府，斯洛文尼

亚前总理亚内兹· 扬沙(Janez Jansa)领导

的反移民政党“民主党”在国会选举中

胜出...由此可见，欧洲的反移民倾向正

在进一步具体化。

当人们开始担心欧洲的反移民倾向

是否会波及加拿大等国时，民意调查机

构Environics Institute用最新调查数据给

出了一个确切的答案：几乎没有影响！

大多数加拿大人对移民的态度依然

友好；与同年2月的调查结果相比，只

有少数加拿大人改变了自己的想法。

一项调查显示，加拿大是对移民最

具包容性的国家之一，他们将外来移民

看做他们国家的一份子，即“真正的加

拿大人”。

益普索研究公司调查了来自27个国

家的20000人，调查问题包括宗教信仰

，移民身份状态，父母的出生国，性取

向，犯罪背景，极端政治倾向等等。

结果显示，加拿大人对移民算作

“真正的加拿大人”这方面接受度最高

，美国位居第二。

在其他调查国家中，种族和宗教也

是一个重要的指标判定他们是否将移民

看作是真正的本国人。

“穆斯林是否是本国人？”在这个

问题中，穆斯林国家给了肯定的回答。

然而非穆斯林国家中，只有南美、加拿

大、法国和美国的大多数人接受穆斯

林为本国人。德国作为欧洲接受穆斯

林难民最多的国家，也有47%的人认为

穆斯林不能被看作德国人。基本上匈

牙利和塞尔维亚的所有人都给了否定

的答案。

无宗教信仰的国家对无宗教信仰的

人接受度也很高，法国和加拿大高居前

二。

由哈佛商学院教授波特(Michael

Porter)主导，联手剑桥大学和《经济学

人》杂志推出的年度社会进步指数(So-

cial Progress Index)报告中，根据全球

133个国家在52个社会因素相关议题上

的表现作出排名，认为加拿大在为移

民提供「机遇」的表现领先其他国家

，位列全球第一，比第二名美国高出

10分。

在接纳和包容性评价中，加拿大平

均得分84.88，名列第一，其次是美国，

获74.46分，英国以69.69分名列第三，

中国仅有34.88分。

加拿大的移民政策，不管是在联邦

自由党还是联邦保守党执政时期，都拥

有最正面的意义，不存在所谓的“反移

民党”。正是因为高素质移民的不断涌

入，才使得这个国家得以维持活力和永

久发展的动力！

仅2017年，加拿大接收永久居民数

超过28.6万。

2018年第二季度，加拿大人口增长

为168,687人，其中82%来自国际移民；

仅短短三个月，加拿大就已经接收了将

近14万移民。

作为一个移民人口占本国人口五分

之一的移民大国，当被问及“你是否觉

得政府接收了过多移民”这一问题时，

58%的加拿大人表示并不觉得移民人口

过多。而虽然仍有35％的加拿大人对移

民人口数量的增长有所担忧，但是该比

例也在进30年持续走低，由此可见，加

拿大人对移民的接受程度一直在上升。

超过四分之三的加拿大人对移民采

取积极态度，他们认同移民对对加拿大

的经济产生的积极作用，也希望政府接

收更多优质的移民。

对于移民是否可以真正融入加拿大

的生活，加拿大人给出了四点建议：

尊重加拿大的历史和文化

流利的英语或法语

懂得忍让

尊重法律

2017年的一项调查显示，认同加拿

大本地的习俗和传统以及掌握加拿大官

方语言英语或法语更有助于快速融入当

地生活。

该调查还发现，与经济，环境和医

疗保健等其他问题相比，加拿大人并

不觉得移民问题是什么国家大事。

“将移民和难民问题视为国家问题的

比例在各地区和各个人口群体中都很

低，在魁北克人、最高学历为高中及

以下的加拿大人中，只有7%的人认同

前述观点。”

随着加拿大政府在2017年底宣布实

施百万移民计划，越来越多的优秀移民

来到了加拿大，为这个单口增长率过低

的国家带来了经济，文化等方面的实质

性的改变！

2018年 10月 31日，加拿大联邦政

府正式宣布2019-2021年跨年度移民计划

。承诺在2019-2021年继续增加永久居民

的数量。这一数字在2019年将提高到

330,800，在 2020 年达到 340,000，并在

2021年达到350,000！

加拿大政府三年迎接百万新移民的

目标，正在一步步变成现实。

欧洲都在反移民，而加拿大却欢迎移民进来！

自爱尔兰移民局多次声明“融资投

资移民模式不合法”的新闻屡见报道后

，近期，爱尔兰当地媒体《Sunday

Business Post》报道，爱尔兰当地声称

可以50万欧元移民爱尔兰的融资机构已

被证实是空壳公司，导致数十项通过50

万欧元融资模式申请爱尔兰居留身份的

申请被拒。融资移民爱尔兰再次被强调

不合法

这家被证实为空壳的公司于2018年

5月24日在爱尔兰卡洛郡（County Car-

low）注册成立，只有一位出生于1992

年的股东以及一位拥有100%股权的董

事，根据其注册新公司的申请，其主要

业务是贷款融资，可提供高达50万欧元

的贷款用于申请爱尔兰投资居留计划。

这些信息被爱尔兰当地专门提供公司信

息的网站SoloCheck.ie上被披露：

在这些不合法的融资公司成立的同

一时间，一些在中国的方纷纷声称自己

已经收到了移民局的官方回复，证实融

资贷款的合规性：“如果是通过投资人将

其个人资产抵押给正规的国家银行而获得

的贷款，或者提前将贷款信息披露给移民

归化局，融资就会被接受。项目所有者或

发起人均不能提供融资贷款。”

然而，这份通知却被很多不良项目

方肆意曲解，偷换概念。这些融资贷款

的项目方铤而走险打政策擦边球的行为

已经引起爱尔兰当地相关部门的担忧，

他们呼吁爱尔兰政府尽快采取措施解决

问题，严查资金来源并增强资金监管。

因此后期爱尔兰司法局郑重

向投资者及社会发文澄清了

这一情况，称贷款融资是不

被允许的。2018年10月12日

，爱尔兰移民归化局在其官

网再次发布公告：不接受任

何通过融资贷款的资金来源

申请爱尔兰投资居留计划

（IIP）的行为。2018年 11月

22日，爱尔兰移民归化局再

次通过邮件的方式通知各大

律师机构和项目机构，重申

禁止投资人通过融资贷款的

方式申请爱尔兰投资居留计

划的行为。邮件中提到：爱

尔兰移民归化局从可靠渠道

处得知，目前市场上依然有

一些项目方在顶风作案，继

续推广融资贷款的投资方式

。爱尔兰移民局将拒绝并终

止处理所有通过融资模式申请IIP的申

请。

其实，早在2017年8月份，爱尔兰

移民归化局（INIS）就在其官网发布通

知：投资人的个人资产不能通过融资贷

款或其他的融资机构获取。爱尔兰移民

归化局会加强审核，严格核查申请人的

银行账户的交易记录。到2018年 10月

，爱尔兰当地报刊《Sunday Business

Post》披露，数十项通过融资方式进行

的爱尔兰居留计划申请已经被拒。这些

非法融资的公司将会陆续被曝光，意味

着多个想通过投资移居爱尔兰的家庭美

梦破灭，投资资金打水漂。如此沉重的

代价，也请那些中国申请人擦亮眼睛，

不再被骗。

爱尔兰融资移民再被强调不合法
融资机构实为空壳公司

尽管左派严词抨击，意大利国会近

日仍通过极右派内政部长萨尔维尼推动

的强硬反移民及安全法案，当局今后更

可轻易驱逐移民，申请居住许可的条件

也更为严格。

这道争议性的法案，是由萨尔维尼

(Matteo Salvini)所属的联盟党(League)及

副总理迪马尤(Luigi Di Maio)的反建制

政党五星运动(Five Star Movement)合组

的民粹政府于9月提出。

五星运动成员提出一系列修正案后

，意大利政府选择用信任投票将法案送

进国会两院。参议院通过后，如今众议

院也以396票赞成，99票闯关成功。

萨尔维尼告诉记者，“我很高兴，

这是值得纪念的日子”，对于“不认为

移民是一大问题”的左翼人士批评声浪

，他并不在意。

除了放宽驱逐移民的标准，这道法

令允许当局在移民被判犯下恐怖主义罪

后，剥夺他们的意大利国籍。

此外，这道法令将终结 2年期的

“人道保护”居住许可，即意大利根据

自家法律予移民的一种较低层级的庇护

身份，而非国际法。去年有25%的庇护

寻求者取得这项许可。

新令将更严格核发居留证，如一年

期的“特殊保护”或半年期的“原籍国

自然灾害”居留身份。

法令还允许当局以“快速通关”方

式驱逐“危险”的庇护寻求者。

意大利难民委员会(Italian Refugee

Council)表示严正关切这道新令。联合国

难民署(UN Refugee Agency)也说，意大

利这道法令未能提供足够保障给弱势或特

殊需求族群，例如虐待或酷刑受害者。

意大利通过强硬反移民法案
申请居住许可条件更严格
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当一座山野里的古村落成为世界遗

产，国家5A级的收费景区之后，你觉

得这座古村落还会有原来的质朴无华的

山野炊烟袅袅的气息吗？在我看来，黄

山脚下的西递村还算是未完全商业化，

尽管村落的街巷里有一些小店，许多客

栈，但每逢清朝与傍晚，古村落原有的

风貌并没有因为游客而有所褪尽。

沿着后边溪或者是明经湖，走在粉

墙黛瓦的建筑群外围，袅袅炊烟随着秋

冬晨雾，或者是日落余晖而升起的时候

，你发现田边的小路上出现了这么一些

身影，有早起去上学的孩子，有暮归的

农户，他们是地地道道的西递村人。

不论这个古老的徽州村落变成什么

样子，有着怎样的身份地位，对于生长

在这里面的人们而言，日升而作日落而

息的乡村日子并不会有所改变。

尽管有些人将老房子租出去或卖出

去，但仍有许多人还是留了下来。虽然

每天会有大量游客走街串巷的熙熙攘攘

，甚至是进入祖宅进行参观，但对于他

们而言，生活的改变无非是多了一种嘈

杂与闹腾，但山野田地的农活并非因此

有所变化，仍是春天播种，秋天收获。

而我们在西递村内所见到的油菜花

或者是向日葵，已然是景区使然，令其

来吸引游客和摄影师。但在这之外的真

正农田里，却是我们看不见的辛勤劳作

。唯有清晨或傍晚，才能见到他们出门

或暮归的身影。

当然，也不排除一些当地人利用老

宅之便，将其院落或者大堂改造为古董

杂货店，但生活各有所需，不论是追寻

商业化还是秉承传统化，西递古村在山

野之间仍是升起了袅袅炊烟。

而这古老的马头墙建筑群虽是明清

时代的民居，但村落的建立却远在北宋

年间，距今已有950多年。

第一次见到马头墙，是在爷爷的一

本书中，黑白色彩的建筑令我眼前一亮

。它跟我生活中的场景完全不一样，我

问爷爷哪里才能看到这建筑？爷爷说去

山里。山里的马头墙很完整，没有什么

破坏性。

当我第一次来到黄山西递村，是在

七八年前，距离我第一次见马头墙己过

去十年之久。如今爷爷已去世，那本书

也无踪影，但马头墙依旧这层林尽染的

山里完整的存在着，恍若是水墨画里的

世界。

而村落位置自古以来就被看作是风

水宝地，这些保留完整的徽派民居不论

山外的世界发生翻天覆地的怎样变化，

它们依旧是白墙灰瓦，朴素淡雅。

虽在清咸丰同治年间，因战乱，全

村1700多幢房子被烧过半，但徽骆驼的

精神和能力使一切重新燃起希望，并形

成今天我们所看到的世界文化遗产西递

古村落。在黄山脚下，黟县的西递和宏

村最为名气，也同为世界文化遗产。

但宏村如画，西递似书，自古就出

了许多官吏、文人，包括商人。村口最

醒目的就是古老的胡文光刺史牌坊，建

立于明万历六年，皇帝为表彰胡文光下

令建造。 随后走向村内的时候，便是

错综复杂的99条高墙深巷，令人仿佛置

身迷宫。

村落东西长700米，南北宽300米，

从后山上遥望整个西递村，密密麻麻的

白墙灰瓦教人产生错觉，“进去了就走

不出来了”。但实际上在村内住上三两

天，便很快就熟悉了所有街巷的方向和

交合。它被誉为“桃花源里人家”，一

种“世外桃源”的模样令人想起了诗与

远方。

这几乎是所有生活在城市里的人所

憧憬的山林之所，但让我意外的是，生

长在这里的村民们大多并不向往远方的

城市，尽管许多人在县城或市区买了房

子，落了户，但那基本是给子女的安排

。他们自己倒是认为山里的生活十分惬

意，也很清闲自在。

大概正是如此，村里来了不少画家

、艺术家在此租房生活，甚至是有外地

人来这开客栈做生意的，不论大家最终

目的的是什么，但不能否认的是西递确

实令人感到惬意。

以至于我时隔三四年再来的时

候，也在这里买房种地过着”与世

隔绝“的山野生活：春在鸟语花香

中醒来，夏于山林田野间散步，秋

看朝阳落日里柿子红了，冬食竹笋

腊肉杀猪饭。

住在村子的最后一天，于黄昏日落

下，我拿着相机走在乡间的小路上，突

然想起六岁那年的某一天：当我醒来的

时候已经从手术室出来，奶奶在一旁守

护着我，她问我要不要喝水，我告诉她

想吃小青菜。

走进世界文化遗产西递村

在江苏镇江与南京的交界处，有一

座完全仿古复建的村落，村里没有原住

民，但有着明清建筑风格的街坊，街上

布匹坊、粮油铺、钱庄、酒肆、戏台、

博彩坊、杂耍区、镖局等店铺应有尽有

。传说济公和尚的原型曾在此传经，清

朝的乾隆皇帝也曾六次到过这里。它的

名字叫“千华古村”。

千华古村坐落于镇江句容市的宝华

山下，宝华山，是苏南宁镇山脉中的第

二高峰，山上有一座千年隆昌寺，它是

佛教律宗的祖庭，因此宝华山也就有了

“律宗第一名山”之称。而隆昌寺的也

叫“千华寺”，因从前山下有一座古村

叫“千华村”，寺随村名，周边的百姓

也都这么称呼。

宝华山原名叫“花山”，因春季时

黄花漫山遍野而得名，后因南北朝时梁

代高僧宝志来此结庵讲经，遂易名叫宝

华山。高僧宝志，便是传说中的济公和

尚。现今，去到新建的千华古村，还能

见到济公和尚的雕像在。

千华古村，原本一直是个江南清秀

之地。因紧紧依靠着江南的名刹，村子

里一直是个人来人往的地方。人们远道

而来烧香拜佛，往往下榻的地方，就是

这个隆昌寺下的古村。直到有一天来了

一位皇帝，“千华”这一名字却从此不

再提起了。

相传，清朝的“大旅行家”乾隆皇

帝第一次到隆昌寺，也下榻于千华古村

。一天清晨，乾隆陪皇太后在古村散步

，太后是北方人，第一次见到山清水秀

的古村落，禁不住大声赞叹。乾隆也来

了兴致，手指着村里一处小湖泊问手下

陪同的官僚：此处叫何名？官僚回答说

：皇上，因为这湖边有蝴蝶飞舞，所以

我们叫它为“蝶泉”。

乾隆听了随即皱下眉头，心想，这

“蝶”字跟“跌”同音，不吉利吧。于

是乾隆手一挥，说：我看这古村到处杨

柳依依，就叫它“杨柳泉”吧。皇帝的

话，就是金口啊。于是“蝶泉”立马改

成“杨柳泉”，千华村，从此也更名为

“杨柳泉村”。

据说乾隆皇帝先后六次下江南，六

次都到达了隆昌寺，还每次都是下榻于

“杨柳泉村”。皇帝诗兴大发时，还为

宝华山留下了这样的诗作：“水流石不

动，山静云自飞” 。宝华山的意境是

有了，只是民间再也听不到宝华山下那

个叫“千华村”地方了。

千华古村的重修，也是近几年的事

。这座占地达四万平方米的新建古村，

清一色的明清建筑，它依托宝华山的山

水风景，以及隆昌寺的禅文化，展示了

中国清朝时期的民俗文化和古代市井生

活。可以说就是昔日“杨柳泉村”的翻

版。

虽说是个彷建的古村，但古村的街

坊倒是修得有模有样。店铺沿街一字排

开，门头都是古体字撰写的匾额，锦旗

制作成的店招牌随风舞动，当然还有房

前屋后挂满的红灯笼，以及悠长的青石

板路面，这也跟国内的其它古镇大体相

同。

只是在千华古村，走进任何一家店

铺，都会看到一张醒目的告示：我们只

收铜板。原来，这里的买卖都是用古钱

币进行结算的。古村里有钱庄，可以用

人民币兑换古钱，然后游客凭古钱在村

里消费结算，真的让游客误以为一脚穿

越到过去了

千华古村的范围很大。古色古香的

小街小巷相互交错，稍不留神，便会迷

路。好在每一条小巷的口头上，都树有

指路牌，只要记住小巷的名称，也就不

会多走冤枉路。古村里除了明清建筑之

外，村里还有一条河流，据说是南京秦

淮河的发源地之一，游客可以乘坐小船

游览古村。

古村里还聚集了传统非物质文化传

承人。在千华古村民俗表演广场，游客

可以领略中国古代民俗技艺的魅力，可

以观看江湖绝活、中幡、变脸、喷火、

爬刀山、街头驯猴、驯老鼠、木偶戏、

古彩戏法等传统的民俗节目。古村街头

那些活灵活现的雕像，也是游客喜欢留

影的地方。

新建一座古村也许不难，但古村

的人文、古村的传统却是要有传承的

，否则游客也就只能看一些仿古建筑

而已。去千华古村，除了让你沉浸在

昔日的市井生活之中，还能让人重温

一段历史。

千华古村，一座仿古又不失传统的古村
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葛瑪蘭麵包坊葛瑪蘭麵包坊
為您完美展現包點藝術為您完美展現包點藝術

本報記者秦鴻鈞報導本報記者秦鴻鈞報導

三層結婚蛋糕三層結婚蛋糕

電話: 832-831-2652
地址: 9889 Bellaire Blvd E219 Houston, TX 77036

焦糖布丁焦糖布丁 蛋撻蛋撻 咖啡蛋糕咖啡蛋糕

聖誕木頭方形聖誕木頭方形 水果方形蛋糕水果方形蛋糕

芒果慕斯蛋糕芒果慕斯蛋糕 芒果方形蛋糕芒果方形蛋糕 提拉米蘇提拉米蘇

我們堅持手工麵包外香脆，內Q軟的特性，製造出健康美味無負擔的手工好吃麵包，
使用傳統的烘焙方式提供較佳的質量。除提供台灣傳統麵包，法國麵包及歐式麵包。

同時也提供鳳梨酥，蛋黃酥等甜點。
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