
Reuters staff members pose for a photo in support of journalists incarcerated 
in Myanmar Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo in Times Square in the Manhattan 
borough of New York City

U.S. President Donald Trump sits for interview with Reuters at the White House in Wash-
ington

This combination picture shows Reuters imprisoned journalist Kyaw Soe Oo appearing in court 
in Yangon
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TIME’s Person of the Year 2018 cover which named journalists, including a slain Saudi Arabian writer 
and a pair of Reuters journalists imprisoned by Myanmar’s government, as its “Person of the Year\

TIME’s Person of the Year 2018 cover which named journalists, including a slain Saudi 
Arabian writer and a pair of Reuters journalists imprisoned by Myanmar’s government, 
as its “Person of the Year\

Tear gas floats in the air around French gendarmes who secure a street during a 
national day of protest by the “yellow vests” movement in Paris

Activists call for release of imprisoned Reuters journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo in Yan-
gon

FILE PHOTO: Reuters journalist Wa Lone leaves after listening to the verdict at Insein court in Yangon
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COMMUNITY
Each year, roughly 40 
million Americans, 
or about 14% of the 
U.S. population, move 
at least once. Much 
of that movement in-
cludes younger people 
relocating within cit-
ies, but it is trends of 

Americans moving to warmer climates, more affordable 
areas, and better job opportunities that have largely de-
termined migration patterns in recent decades.
Because of those long-term patterns, as well as the re-
cent period of economic recovery, cities in some parts 
of the country have lost tens of thousands of residents.
To highlight the U.S. metropolitan areas that have had 
the largest net decline in population as a result of mi-
gration between 2010 and 2017, the Wall Street Journal 
reviewed population figures from the U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s Population Estimates Program.
The cities where the most people are moving away from 
can primarily be found in the Northeast, Midwest, and 
West Coast, particularly in states like Illinois, Michigan, 
Ohio, and New York. Among the cities where people are 
leaving in droves are places such as Chicago, Detroit, 
St. Louis, New York, and Los Angeles.

In some U.S. cities, every-
day comfort and happiness is 
much harder to attain than in 
others. 
William Frey, demographer 
at the Brookings Institution, 
a nonprofit public policy re-

search group, explained that these cities that have been 
losing thousands of residents due to migration are part 
of the long-term trend of movement from the Northeast 
and the Midwest to warmer climates, a trend that has 
increased in recent years.
“The story of the broader migration pattern in the U.S. is 
from Snow Belt to Sun Belt,” Frey said. “That migration 
has slowed a little bit in the early part of the decade, 
when we were still dealing with the aftermath of the re-
cession, but it’s coming back.”
Detailed findings
Not all the cities with the largest net declines in pop-
ulation from migration since 2010 are necessarily the 
fastest shrinking cities. However, among the U.S. met-
ropolitan areas with the highest net population declines 
due to migration, the vast majority have had the largest 
overall decreases in population.
Two notable exceptions are New York and Los Ange-
les. While tens of thousands more people moved out 
of each city than moved in, both cities have still had 
among the highest net increases in population. This is 
because of natural population growth -- hundreds of 
thousands more people in these cities have been born 
than died. Notably, Los Angeles had a net migration loss 
of 93,959, but the overall population increased by over 
three-quarters of a million people because of births.

Fairbanks, Alaska
• Population decrease due to mi-
gration, 2010-2017: -7,011
• Population change, 2010-2017: 
+2.2% (97,585 to 99,703)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 

12,364 births, 3,417 deaths
• Median home value: $226,900
Johnstown, Pennsylvania
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-7,070
• Population change, 2010-2017: -7.4% (143,674 to 
133,054)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 9,624 births, 13,203 
deaths
• Median home value: $93,400
 Hinesville, Georgia
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-7,171
• Population change, 2010-2017: +3.2% (77,919 to 
80,400)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 12,218 births, 3,030 
deaths
• Median home value: $133,600
El Centro, California
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 

-7,219
• Population change, 2010-2017: +4.8% (174,528 to 
182,830)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 22,531 births, 7,106 
deaths
• Median home value: $170,900
Frey explained that movement from New York and Los 
Angeles to many of the cities with the largest net migra-
tion increases is due to residents of these cities getting 
pushed out because of rising populations and prices, the 
latter of which is a product of the economic recovery. 
“Now that things are picking up again, people are mov-
ing out of cities. As the housing market is coming back, 
people are being sucked out of pricey areas to where it 
is more affordable again.”
Frey gave the example of one common migration pat-
tern: Los Angeles to Las Vegas, the latter of which had 
the 15th highest net population increase due to migra-
tion. Los Angeles has always lost residents to Las Ve-
gas, but when the recession hit and housing prices fell, 
that movement slowed significantly.
Bakersfield, California
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-7,314
• Population change, 2010-2017: +6.4% (839,621 to 
893,119)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 102,106 births, 41,099 
deaths
• Median home value: $204,200
Norwich-New London, Connecticut
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-7,365
• Population change, 2010-2017: -1.8% (274,059 to 
269,033)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 19,518 births, 17,252 
deaths
• Median home value: $242,000
Now that housing prices have recovered in Los Ange-
les and have become too expensive for many residents, 
people are once again moving out of the city in droves. 
As of 2016, Los Angeles had the seventh highest medi-
an home value of any metropolitan area, at $578,200. 
Las Vegas’ median home value is just slightly more than 
half that, at $233,700.
 “The same sort of thing is true for a place like New 
York,” Frey added. “There has always been huge move-
ment going from New York to Florida, but during the 
Great Recession period that slowed up quite a bit, and 
now it is picking up again.”
Frey added that the reasons behind the decline in popu-
lation in cities like Los Angeles and New York -- over-
crowding and high prices -- are very different than the 
reasons for decreases in other cities on this list, notably 
Rust Belt cities like Flint, Michigan; Toledo, Ohio; and 
Rockford, Illinois; and even larger cities like St. Lou-
is, Cleveland, and Milwaukee. These cities have been 
losing domestic migrants for decades due to stagnating 
economic conditions stemming from the decline of 
American manufacturing.
Methodology
To identify America’s Fastest Declining Cities, 24/7 

Wall Street reviewed the annual estimates of resident 
population and the estimates of the components of res-
idential population change from April 1, 2010 to July 
1, 2017, provided by the American Community Survey. 
Population, and home value data also came from the 
2016 American Community Survey. (Courtesy USA 
Today)
Here Are Some Of The Other Cities That People Are 

Leaving According To The Study
Fresno, California
• Population decrease due 
to migration, 2010-2017: 
-7,571
• Population change, 2010-
2017: +6.3% (930,495 to 

989,255)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 113,926 births, 47,252 
deaths
• Median home value: $238,100
Macon-Bibb County, Georgia
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-7,877
• Population change, 2010-2017: -1.5% (232,286 to 
228,914)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 21,752 births, 17,233 
deaths
• Median home value: $122,000
Anchorage, Alaska
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,464
• Population change, 2010-2017: +5.3% (380,821 to 
400,888)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 43,973 births, 15,756 
deaths
• Median home value: $299,700
Vineland-Bridgeton, New Jersey
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,476
• Population change, 2010-2017: -2.6% (156,628 to 
152,538)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 14,926 births, 10,604 
deaths
• Median home value: $165,900
Erie, Pennsylvania
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,511
• Population change, 2010-2017: -2.1% (280,564 to 
274,541)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 22,920 births, 20,396 
deaths
• Median home value: $125,700

Mobile, Alabama
• Population decrease due to 
migration, 2010-2017: -8,517
• Population change, 2010-
2017: +0.2% (413,143 to 
413,955)

• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 40,422 births, 30,886 
deaths
• Median home value: $126,800
Atlantic City-Hammonton, New Jersey

• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,550
• Population change, 2010-2017: -1.7% (274,540 to 
269,918)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 22,801 births, 18,976 
deaths
• Median home value: $215,100
Fayetteville, North Carolina
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,741
• Population change, 2010-2017: +5.6% (366,322 to 
386,662)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 47,548 births, 19,638 
deaths
• Median home value: $134,600
Jacksonville, North Carolina
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,791
• Population change, 2010-2017: +9.1% (177,799 to 
193,893)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 30,768 births, 7,184 
deaths
• Median home value: $151,500
Yakima, Washington
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-8,916
• Population change, 2010-2017: +2.9% (243,237 to 
250,193)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 29,681 births, 13,811 
deaths
• Median home value: $166,300 

• Population decrease due to 
migration, 2010-2017: -9,470
• Population change, 2010-
2017: -3.8% (251,737 to 
242,217)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 
18,295 births, 18,409 deaths

• Median home value: $121,000
Sierra Vista-Douglas, Arizona
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-9,495
• Population change, 2010-2017: -5.0% (131,356 to 
124,756)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 11,814 births, 9,110 
deaths
• Median home value: $130,100
Farmington, New Mexico
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-9,633
• Population change, 2010-2017: -2.4% (130,045 to 
126,926)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 13,381 births, 6,949 
deaths
• Median home value: $153,100
Lawton, Oklahoma
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-9,641
• Population change, 2010-2017: -2.3% (130,291 to 
127,349)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 14,355 births, 7,848 

deaths
• Median home value: $124,900
Charleston, West Virginia
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-9,772
• Population change, 2010-2017: -5.6% (227,061 to 
214,406)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 18,078 births, 20,856 
deaths
• Median home value: $111,300

Saginaw, Michigan
• Population decrease 
due to migration, 
2010-2017: -9,783
• Population change, 
2010-2017: -4.1% 
(200,169 to 191,934)
• Natural growth, 
2010-2017: 16,380 

births, 14,912 deaths
• Median home value: $96,200
Pine Bluff, Arkansas
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-10,001
• Population change, 2010-2017: -9.3% (100,278 to 
90,963)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 8,244 births, 7,701 
deaths
• Median home value: $84,700
Montgomery, Alabama
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-10,317
• Population change, 2010-2017: -0.2% (374,541 to 
373,903)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 35,032 births, 25,380 
deaths
• Median home value: $135,700
Wichita, Kansas
• Population decrease due to migration, 2010-2017: 
-10,335
• Population change, 2010-2017: +2.3% (630,924 to 
645,628)
• Natural growth, 2010-2017: 65,873 births, 40,647 
deaths
• Median home value: $132,400

Additional cities Americans are leaving include the 
following:

Watertown-Fort Drum, New York, Albany, Geor-
giaNew Haven-Milford, Connecticut, Visalia-Por-
terville, California, Shreveport-Bossier City, 
Louisiana,Hartford-West Hartford-East Hart-
ford, Connecticut, Youngstown-Warren-Board-
man, Ohio-Pennsylvania, Peoria, Illinois, Han-
ford-Corcoran, California, Rochester, New 
York,Brownsville-Harlingen, Texas, Virginia 
Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, Virginia, North Car-
olina,Syracuse, New York, Toledo, Ohio, Rockford, 
Illinois, New York-Newark-Jersey City, New York-
New Jersey, Pennsylvania,El Paso, Texas, Flint, 
Michigan, Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis, Wis-
consin, Memphis, Tennessee, Mississippi-Arkansas, 
Cleveland-Elyria, Ohio, St. Louis, Missouri, Illinois, 
Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, Michigan, Los Ange-
les-Long Beach-Anaheim, California, Chicago-Na-
perville-Elgin, Illinois, Indiana-Wisconsin.
For additional information, go here: https://www.usato-
day.com/story/money/economy/2018/06/13/50-worst-
cities-to-live-in/35909271/

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Every Year, Almost 40 Million Americans Pick   
Up And Move Creating An Economic Impact 

On Many Of The Country’s Largest Cities
Population   Migration   Patterns:    

Here Are Some Of The U.S. Cities 
Americans Are Abandoning
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BUSINESS
Marriott’s reservation database has been 
hacked, potentially affecting hundreds of 
millions of guests who have stayed in the 
hotel chain’s properties since 2014, the 
company announced last Friday.
In a press release on its website, the com-
pany said it was first alerted that an un-
authorized party had attempted to access 
its guest reservation database for its Star-
wood properties, which comprises hotel 
chains including the W and Four Points by 
Sheraton, on September 8. An investiga-
tion revealed that there had been “unau-
thorized access to the Starwood network 
since 2014,” and that approximately 500 
million guests’ personal information had 
been compromised.
The hotel chain said Friday the hack af-
fects its Starwood reservation database, a 
group of hotels it bought in 2016 that in-
cludes the St. Regis, Westin, Sheraton and 
W Hotels.
Marriott said hackers had gained “unau-
thorized access” to the Starwood reserva-
tion system since 2014, but the company 
only identified the issue last week.
“The company recently discovered that 
an unauthorized party had copied and 
encrypted information, and took steps 
towards removing it,” Marriott said in a 
statement.
Marriott warns that it can’t confirm if the 
hackers were able to decrypt the credit 
card numbers.
 “We deeply regret this incident hap-
pened,” Marriott president and CEO Arne 
Sorenson said in a statement. “We fell 
short of what our guests deserve and what 
we expect of ourselves. We are doing ev-
erything we can to support our guests, and 
using lessons learned to be better moving 
forward.”
The hotel chain said it has reported the 
hack to law enforcement.

Marriott said it will begin emailing guests 
affected by the breach and has created an 
informational website. There’s also a call 
center that’s been set up.
The company said it’s giving guests a free 
membership to WebWatcher, a personal 

information monitoring service. It’s also 
telling guests to monitor their loyalty ac-
counts for suspicious activity, change their 
account passwords and check credit card 
statements for unauthorized activity.
Friday’s revelation marks one of the big-
gest corporate data beaches in history. 
It’s second behind one involving Yahoo, 
which said in 2017 that 3 billion accounts 
encompassing several of its brands were 
compromised. AdultFriendFinder re-
vealed in 2016 that 412 million accounts 
were hacked.
Because the hack involves customers in 
the European Union and the United King-
dom, the company might be in violation of 
the recently enacted General Data Protec-
tion Regulation.
Mark Thompson, the global lead for con-
sulting company KPMG’s Privacy Ad-
visory Practice, told CNN Business that 
hefty GDPR penalties will potentially be 
slapped on the company.
“The size and scale of this thing is huge,” 
he said, adding that it’s going to take sev-
eral months for regulators to investigate 
the breach. He said there’s a trend for class 
action lawsuits in these cases.
In the United States, the New York Attor-

ney General’s office said it has opened an 
investigation into the data breach. The of-
fice told CNN Business that the company 
hasn’t yet notified the AG about the data 
breach, which is required under state law.
The attorneys general of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania have also said that they are 
investigating.

M a r r i o t t ’ s 
(MAR) stock 
is plunging on 
the news, fall-
ing more than 
6% in trading. 

The combined company has 6,700 proper-
ties in more than 129 countries.
For roughly 327 million of those guests, 
the data breach revealed “some combi-
nation of name, mailing address, phone 
number, email address, passport number, 
Starwood Preferred Guest (‘SPG’) ac-
count information, date of birth, gender, 
arrival and departure information, reser-
vation date, and communication prefer-
ences,” according to the company’s state-
ment. Other guests’ credit card numbers 
and expiration dates also may have been 
accessed.
Who is affected by the Marriott hack?

The hack affected an estimated 500 mil-
lion guests who have stayed at Marriott’s 
Starwood brand hotels since 2014. Those 
properties include the W Hotels, the St. 
Regis, Sheraton Hotels & Resorts, Westin 
Hotels & Resorts, Element Hotels, Aloft 
Hotels, the Luxury Collection, Tribute 
Portfolio, Le Méridien Hotels & Resorts, 
Four Points by Sheraton, Design Hotels, 
and Starwood-branded timeshares, ac-
cording to the company. (Marriott ac-
quired Starwood Hotels & Resorts World-
wide in 2016 for $13.6 billion.)
Marriott will begin emailing guests whose 
information may have been compromised 
on November 30, the company said in a 
statement. It has also set up a dedicated 
website and call center for guests who 
have questions about the hack and wheth-
er their information was compromised, 
and is giving guests in the US, UK, and 
Canada free year-long subscriptions to 
WebWatcher, a software that alerts users 
of potential identity theft or fraud. 

“The names, addresses, passport numbers 
and other sensitive personal informa-
tion that was exposed is of greater con-
cern than the payment info, which was 
encrypted,” Ted Rossman, an industry 
analyst at CreditCards.com, told Skift, a 
business-to-business media company that 
reports on the travel industry. “People 
should be concerned that criminals could 
use this info to open fraudulent accounts 
in their names.”
Rossman recommended that anyone 
whose information may have been com-
promised freeze their credit cards to pre-

vent the hackers from opening fraudulent 
accounts in their name.
How to protect yourself against big data 
breaches and hacks
Marriott is by no means the first big com-
pany to get hacked. Mashable keeps a 
running list of companies that have been 
hacked, including eBay, Home Depot, and 
Chipotle. Target was hacked in 2005, and 
again in 2014; the second breach affected 
70 million people. In 2017, hackers tar-
geted the credit reporting agency Equifax, 
exposing the information of more than 
145 million customers — nearly half the 
total US population.

After last year’s Equifax hack, Wired put 
together a guide to protecting yourself 
and your information. Some of the tips 
are straightforward, like changing your 
passwords and using a password manager 
instead of reusing passwords from site to 
site. They also suggest that you check the 
website HaveIBeenPwned (here: https://
haveibeenpwned.com) to see if your in-
formation is floating around somewhere 
on the internet without your knowledge. If 
your information has been compromised, 
the good news is that passwords and cred-
it card numbers are easy to change. If 
hackers got access to your Social Security 
number, though, Wired suggests you keep 
an eye on your bank account from now 
until the end of time.

Even if your information wasn’t compro-
mised in the Marriott hack, it’s possible 
that at some point, your name, address, 
credit card information, or even your So-
cial Security number has been exposed 
through some kind of corporate hack. The 
Marriott hack is being described as one of 
the biggest data breaches in history — and 
it’s unlikely to be the last. (Courtesy vox.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Hack Exposed Guest Information Dating Back To 2014

More Than 500 Million Marriott            
Guests’ Information Has Been Hacked
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