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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The parents of Otto Warmbi-
er, an American student who died after 17 months a North 
Korean prison, blamed Kim Jong Un’s “evil regime” on 
Friday after U.S. President Donald Trump said he believed 
the leader’s claim not to have known how their son was 
treated.
Warmbier’s parents said they held off commenting during 
the second summit between Trump and Kim in Hanoi, 
which was cut short on Thursday after the two sides failed 
to reach a deal for the reclusive communist nation to give 
up its nuclear weapons.
“Kim and his evil regime are responsible for the death 
of our son Otto,” Fred and Cindy Warmbier said in a 
statement. “Kim and his evil regime are responsible for 
unimaginable cruelty and inhumanity. No excuses or 
lavish praise can change that.”
Trump drew criticism after he praised Kim’s leadership 
and said he accepted Kim’s assertion that he had not been 
aware of how Warmbier was treated while in detention.

“He tells me that he didn’t know about it, and I will take 
him at his word,” Trump told a news conference.

It wasn’t the first time Trump has faced criticism for 
appearing to side with autocratic leaders. He gave Sau-
di Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman the benefit of 
the doubt after the killing of Washington Post columnist 
Jamal Khashoggi last year. In July, Trump refused to blame 
Russian President Vladimir Putin for interfering in U.S. 
election.

Prominent Republicans on Thursday did not share 
Trump’s acceptance of Kim’s word, including close Trump 
ally U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham, who said he didn’t “buy 
it for a minute.”

Warmbier parents blame Kim Jong Un for son’s death
After the family’s sharp statement, the White House tried 
to explain what Trump meant.

“The president agrees with the Warmbier family and holds 
North Korea responsible for Otto Warmbier’s death,” 

Warmbier parents blast ‘evil’ North Korea 
regime after Trump praises Kim

Trump adviser Kellyanne Conway 
told Fox News. “What he said was 
that Chairman Kim says, what he 
believes Chairman Kim to have said, 
was that he was not aware of what 
had happened to Otto Warmbier 
when it happened.”

Warmbier, 22, died on June 19, 2017, 
shortly after he was flown home to 
Ohio in a coma after being held by 
North Korea for 17 months.

“Otto should have never been 
arrested in the first place and Kim 
is responsible for that decision and 
everything that subsequently hap-
pened,” said Phil Robertson, deputy 
Asia director for Human Rights 
Watch.
Cohen turned over to the committee 
a copy of a $35,000 check Trump 
signed on Aug. 1, 2017, one in a 
series he said was to reimburse him 
for paying off Daniels after Trump 
took office.

Cohen said Trump’s eldest son, 
Donald Trump Jr., co-signed another 
check, again for $35,000. A lawyer 
for Donald Jr. did not respond to a 
request for comment.
The sweeping claims against Trump, 
from a man who once said he would 
take a bullet for his boss, come as 
Mueller appears to be close to com-
pleting his investigation into possible 
collusion between Trump’s campaign 
and Russian efforts to sway the vote.
Trump has called the Mueller inves-
tigation a “witch hunt.”

U.S. officials have said the emails released 
by WikiLeaks were stolen by Russia as 
part of Moscow’s campaign of hacking and 
propaganda during the presidential race 
aimed at sowing discord in the United 
States and harming Clinton.
Trump has previously denied knowing in 
advance about the release of hacked Dem-
ocratic National Committee (DNC) emails 
during the election.

Cohen said he was in Trump’s office in 
July 2016 when Roger Stone, a self-de-
scribed “dirty trickster” and longtime 
political adviser to Trump, called the then 
Republican presidential candidate.
Cohen offers Congress ‘new details’ on 
Trump
Cohen said Stone told Trump he had been 
speaking with WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange, who told him there would be a 
dump of emails within a couple of days 
that would damage Clinton’s campaign.

FILE PHOTO: Cindy Warmbier speaks as her husband Fred, parents of Otto Warmbier, looks on 
during a symposium at the United Nations headquarters in Manhattan, New York



FILE PHOTO: FILE PHOTO: Huawei’s Executive Board Director Meng 
Wanzhou attends the VTB Capital Investment Forum “Russia Calling!” in 
Moscow

A woman selects tomatoes at a market stall in Mexico City, Mexico February 22, 2019. 
Picture taken February 22, 2019. REUTERS/Daniel Becerril

The Virginia State Capitol, the seat of state government of the Commonwealth of Virginia, is 
pictured in Richmond
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Soccer Football - Copa Del Rey - Semi Final Second Leg - Valencia v Real Betis - Mestalla, Valencia, 
Spain - February 28, 2019 Real Betis fans before the match REUTERS/Heino Kalis

REFILE - CORRECTING GRAMMAR U.S. model Bella Hadid presents a creation by 
designer Virgil Abloh as part of his Fall/Winter 2019-2020 women’s ready-to-wear col-
lection for his label Off-White during Women’s Fashion Week in Paris, France, February 
28, 2019. REUTERS/Stephane Mahe TEMPLATE OUT

Guests arrive for the opening ceremony of the traditional Opera Ball in Vienna, 
Austria February 28, 2019. REUTERS/Leonhard Foeger

Patrick Drahi, Franco-Israeli businessman and founder of cable and mobile telecoms company 
Altice Group attends the inauguration of the Altice Campus in Paris

Members of the Sikh community demonstrate for a peaceful settlement to the Kashmir issue between India and 
Pakistan, outside the United Nations headquarters in New York
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COMMUNITY
U.S. Cites Human Trafficking, Overstaying For Ban

U.S. Announces A One-Year Ban On      
Temporary Work Visas For Filipinos

2019 Is The Year Of The Pig             
On The Chinese Zodiac

MANILA, Philippines – The US Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has banned 
issuing visas for new Filipino workers 
seeking agricultural and non-agricultural 
jobs in the country for a year.
In an announcement posted January 18, 
the department announced that the Phil-
ippines will no longer be eligible to par-
ticipate in the H-2A and H-2B programs 
due to high overstay rates.
The H-2B visa is issued to foreign work-
ers in the US for temporary non-agricul-
tural services while the H-2A visa allows 
foreign workers for temporary or season-
al agricultural work
This ban will take effect from Jan. 19, 
2019 to Jan. 18, 2020, according to the 
DHS.
The ban on the Philippines stems from 
the nearly 40 percent overstay rate of 
H-2B visa holders.
U.S. Embassy in Manila issues most 
T-derivative visas
The US agency noted that the US Embas-
sy in Manila issues the largest number of 
T-derivative visas, which are reserved for 
certain members of principal T-1 nonim-
migrants or certain victims of a severe 
form of human trafficking.

The DHS and [Department of State] are 
concerned about the high volume of traf-
ficking victims from the Philippines who 
were originally issued H-2B visas and the 
potential that continued H-2B visa issu-
ance may encourage or serve as an ave-
nue for future human trafficking from the 
Philippines,” the DHS said.
The US Embassy in Manila has issued an 
estimated 40 percent of the total T-deriv-
ative visas issued worldwide from 2014 
to 2016, according to the DHS.
Approximately 60 percent of those who 
were granted T-1 statues, whose spouses 
were also issued T-2 visas in the same 
period, have been identified to have been 
victims of trafficking to the US through 
H-2B visas.
The US government considered the rates 
of overstay and human trafficking severe 

enough to remove the 
H-2A visa program for Filipinos as well.
The DHS noted that there was also an 
increase in H-2A visa applications from 
Filipinos between 2015 to 2018.
“The Philippines’ continued inclusion 
creates the potential for abuse, fraud, and 
other harm to the integrity of the H-2A or 
H-2B visa programs,” the DHS said.

Aside from the Phil-
ippines, the Domin-
ican Republic and 
Ethiopia were also 
deemed ineligible 
for the program due 

to overstay rate and being “at risk of 
non-compliance,” respectively.
The three countries have been removed 
from the eligibility lists for H-2A and 
H-2B for 2019 but nationals may still be 
beneficiaries of approved petitions upon 
request of the petitioner determined by 
the US Citizenship and Immigration Ser-

vices. (Courtesy philstar.com.
Related
Fewer U.S. Immigrant Visas For Pinoys
The Post newspaper in an analysis of 
State Department data said the most af-
fected were Muslim-majority countries, 
but the number of immigrant visas grant-
ed to people from the Philippines, Mex-
ico, China, India, Vietnam, Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, Bangladesh, Jamaica, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan has also de-
clined.
The analysis does not include tempo-
rary visas such as H-1B visas for skilled 
workers and H-2B visas for seasonal 
workers or student visas.

The Post 
report pub-
lished last 
T u e s d a y 
comes on 
the heels of 
a public out-

cry against Trump’s efforts to discourage 
illegal immigration at the US-Mexico 
border, separating children from their 
parents awaiting proceedings for removal 
or improper entry.
Following the outcry, Trump signed an 
executive order last month that replaced 
the controversial measure with a policy 
of detaining entire families together with 
their children.
Some public officials and immigration 
experts have expressed concerns that the 
administration’s approach on immigrant 
visas targets certain nationalities, dis-
criminating those from poorer and non-
white countries.  
Trump has consistently emphasized his 
intention to transform the US immigra-
tion system into one based on merit rath-
er than family ties, which he has labeled 
as chain migration.
The Post noted that during president 
Barack Obama’s eight years in office, 

immigrant visas surged to 617,752 – 
the highest level in decades. The surge 
occurred almost entirely in the last two 
years of the Obama presidency.   
It is unclear, The Post said, if part of the 
drop in immigrant visas reflected a de-
clining interest in immigrating to the US 
or a tightening of the vetting process.

Ten Philippine 
missions through-
out the US offer 
consular services. 
Each mission cov-
ers a specific geo-
graphic region.  A 
Philippine consul-

ate office has also been opened in Hous-
ton, Texas.
On another front of the immigration de-
bate, democratic activists alleged that the 
government was holding up the natural-
ization applications of eligible permanent 
residents or green card holders to prevent 
them from voting in this year’s midterm 
elections.  
Newly naturalized citizens generally vote 
for Democrats.
The conservative The Washington Times 
said in a report last Tuesday that there 
was no evidence of a slowdown in pro-
cessing naturalization applications.
It estimated the pending cases at fewer 
than 730,000 as of the end of last year.
The number of visas granted to people 
from countries that typically receive the 
largest number of immigrant visas from 
the US, including the Philippines, has de-
clined and is on pace to drop 12 percent 
in US President Donald Trump’s first two 
years in office, The Washington Post said.  

The Post in an analysis of State Depart-
ment data said the most affected were 
Muslim-majority countries, but the num-
ber of immigrant visas granted to people 
from the Philippines, Mexico, China, 
India, Vietnam, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Bangladesh, Jamaica, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan has also declined.
The flow of legal immigrants from Eu-
rope, however, has increased slightly. 
(Courtesy philstar.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The US Embassy in Manila issued approximately 40 percent of the total T-derivative visas issued worldwide 
from 2014 to 2016, according to the US Department of Homeland Security. 
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In a letter sent to EPA officials, attorneys for 
the Center for Biological Diversity warned 
that the agency’s draft permit for water pol-
lution discharges in the Gulf fails to properly 
consider how dumping wastewater contain-
ing chemicals from fracking and acidizing 
operations would impact water quality and 
marine wildlife.
The attorneys claim that regulators do not 
fully understand how the chemicals used in 
offshore fracking and other well treatments 
— some of which are toxic and dangerous to 
human and marine life — can impact marine 
environments, and crucial parts of the draft 
permit are based on severely outdated data. 
Finalizing the draft permit as it stands would 
be a violation of the Clean Water Act, they 
argue.
The EPA is endangering an entire ecosystem 
by allowing the oil industry to dump un-
limited amounts of fracking chemicals and 
drilling waste fluid into the Gulf of Mex-
ico,” said Center attorney Kristen Mon-
sell. “This appalling plan from the agency 
that’s supposed to protect our water violates 
federal law, and shows a disturbing disre-
gard for offshore fracking’s toxic threats 
to sea turtles and other Gulf wildlife.”                                                                                                                                       
Earlier this year, lawsuits filed by the Center 
and another group won a temporary mora-
torium on offshore fracking in the Pacific 
Ocean, and the groups are currently prepar-
ing to challenge fracking in the Santa Bar-
bara Channel under the Endangered Species 
Act.

Offshore frack-
ing involves 
pumping wa-
ter, chemicals 
and sand at 
extremely high 
pressure into 
undersea wells 

to break up rock and sand formations and 
clear pathways for oil and gas. Offshore 
drillers also treat wells with corrosive ac-
ids, such as hydrochloric acid, in a process 
known as “acidizing.”
The technologies have been used hundreds 
of times to enhance oil and gas production at 
hundreds of Gulf wells in recent years, and 
environmentalists say use of the technology 
could increase in the future as the industry 
seeks to maximize production in aging off-
shore fields. Still, little was publicly known 
about these “well treatments” until Truthout 
and environmental groups began filing in-
formation requests with federal regulators.
Regulators and the fossil fuel industry say 
offshore fracking operations have a good 
safety record and tend to be smaller in size 
compared to onshore operations, but envi-
ronmentalists continue to worry about the 
chemicals used in the process because many 
of them are known to harm marine wildlife. 
Plus, dolphins and other species in the Gulf 
are still suffering from the lingering effects 
of the 2010 BP oil spill.
Under the EPA’s current and draft permits, 
offshore drillers are allowed to dump an 
unlimited amount of fracking and acidiz-
ing chemicals overboard as long as they 
are mixed with the wastewater that returns 
from undersea wells. Oil and gas platforms 
dumped more than 75 billion gallons of 
these “produced waters” directly into the 
Gulf of Mexico in 2014 alone, according to 
the Center’s analysis of EPA records.

These large 
volumes of 
w a s t e w a t e r 
cannot contain 
oil and must 
meet toxicity 

standards, but oil and gas operators are only 
required to test the waste stream a few times 
a year. Monsell said these tests could easily 
be conducted at times when few or no frack-
ing chemicals are present in the wastewater.
The EPA expects these chemicals to have 
little impact on the environment because the 
large volumes of wastewater and the ocean 
dilute them, but the Center points out that 
much of the EPA’s data on the subject comes 
from studies prepared in the 1980s and 
1990s. Offshore production technology has 

advanced since then and hundreds of frack 
jobs have occurred in the Gulf in the past 
five years alone.
“All they have to do is ask the Interior De-
partment for this information, because they 
just compiled it all for us,” said Monsell, 
referring to the thousands of documents re-
cently released to Truthout and the Center 
under the Freedom of Information Act.
These documents, released under a legal 
settlement between the Interior Department 
and the Center, show that regulators ap-
proved more than 1,500 frack jobs at over 
600 Gulf wells between 2010 and 2014 with 
permit modifications that were exempted 
from comprehensive environmental re-
views.
Monsell said the EPA’s permit is just another 
example of a federal agency “rubber-stamp-
ing” permits for offshore fracking without 
taking a hard look at how the technology im-
pacts the environment. The EPA, she argues, 
should prohibit the dumping of hazardous 
fracking chemicals and other wastes directly 
into ocean altogether.

“It’s the EPA’s 
job to protect 
water quality 
from offshore 
fracking, not 
rubber-stamp the 
dumping of the 

wastewater from this dangerous, disgusting 
practice,” Monsell said.
The draft permit does prohibit the dumping 
of oil in the Gulf and proposes a new rule 
that would require oil and gas operators to 
keep an inventory of the fracking and acidiz-
ing chemicals kept on board. This inventory 
must be made available to regulators upon 
request. The government’s most up-to-date 
list of offshore fracking chemicals is now 15 
years old, and the Interior
Department regulators are currently working 
to update it. (courtesy walkingtimes.com)                 
Related
Does Offshore Fracking Put Endangered 

Species at Risk?

Environmental groups in California are pre-
paring to file lawsuits against federal regula-
tors for allegedly approving the use of off-
shore fracking at 23 oil and gas platforms in 
sensitive Pacific waters without consulting 
wildlife officials about the potential harms 
to endangered species, such as sea otters and 
whales.
The Environmental Defense Center (EDC) 
and the Santa Barbara Channelkeeper an-
nounced last week their intent to sue the two 
US Interior Department agencies that regu-
late offshore oil and gas production, alleging 
that regulators violated the Endangered Spe-
cies Act when they decided to lift a mora-
torium on using offshore fracking and other 
“well stimulation techniques” in the Pacif-
ic. Another environmental group, the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity, announced on 
Wednesday that it would file a separate law-
suit against the agencies on similar grounds.
That decision to lift the moratorium was 
made in May after the regulators completed 
an assessment of the potential environmen-
tal impacts of offshore fracking and subsea 
acid washes, which are used to stimulate oil 
and gas production in aging offshore wells. 
Despite protests from environmental groups, 
the regulators concluded that offshore frack-
ing is not expected to have a “significant im-
pact” on the environment.

Offshore hydraulic fracturing or “fracking” 
involves injecting water and chemicals into 
aging undersea wells at high pressure to 
break up rock and release remaining oil and 
gas. Acid washes are also used to dissolve 
rock and make it easier for oil and gas to 
flow. Federal regulators allow the chemicals 
used in both processes, some of them toxic, 
to be dumped directly into the ocean if they 
are mixed with the wastewater that flows 
back from undersea wells.
Environmentalists now say that the envi-
ronmental assessment of these “stimula-
tion techniques” is incomplete because the 
regulators failed to consult with wildlife 
agencies, including the US Fish and Wild-
life Service, about the potential impacts that 
well stimulation technologies could have 
on at least 25 endangered species, includ-
ing whales, sea otters, fur seals, sea turtles, 
birds, fish and abalone.

“The government’s own analysis identifies 
potential threats from fracking and acidizing 
to many threatened and endangered spe-
cies,” said Maggie Hall, a staff attorney at 
EDC. “Local wildlife risk exposure to tox-
ic chemicals in [fracking flowback fluids], 
collisions with vessels delivering chemicals 
to offshore platforms, and harm caused by 
the heightened risk of oil spills, among other 
concerns.”                    

The groups 
are particular-
ly concerned 
about wildlife 
in the San-
ta Barbara 

Channel, where offshore oil and gas plat-
forms operate near marine wildlife protec-
tion areas, and the memory of a massive oil 
spill in 1969still weighs heavily on the pub-
lic mind. Offshore fracking and acid treat-
ments extend the life of oil and gas wells, 
they argue, which also extends the amount 
of time that spills and accidents can occur 
before production shuts down altogether.
Environmentalists and beachgoers in Cali-
fornia are on high alert because an oil pipe-
line near Santa Barbara ruptured last year, 
leaving beaches covered in oil and bringing 
back painful memories of the 1969 disaster.
“These practices will extend the life of exist-
ing oil platforms in a sensitive marine envi-
ronment, which is still recovering from the 
May 19, 2015, Plains All American Pipeline 
rupture that devastated California’s coast-
line,” said Kira Redmond, executive direc-
tor of Channelkeeper. “We need information 
to understand the potential impacts of these 
practices so that appropriate measures can 
be implemented to protect the diverse web 
of marine life off our coast.”

Offshore fracking has been highly contro-
versial in California, where it is unpopular 
among environmentalists. However, the 
technology has been most widely used in 
the Gulf of Mexico.      
A recent Truthout investigation found that, 
under the Obama administration, federal 
regulators approved more than 1,000 permit 
modifications for offshore fracking jobs in 
the Gulf, and virtually all of these were ex-
cluded from the kind of environmental re-
view that environmentalists and regulators 
are now fighting over in California. (Cour-
tesy truthout.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

OVERVIEW
Environmentalists are warning the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
that  its draft plan to continue allowing 
oil and gas companies to dump unlim-
ited  amounts of fracking chemicals 
and wastewater directly into the Gulf 
of  Mexico is in violation of federal law.

Environmentalists Are Warning The Environmental Protection                                                        
Agency (EPA) That Its Decision Is In Violation Of Federal Law

Celebrating The Birthday Of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968

MLK Day 2019

The EPA Plans To Allow Unlimited Dumping Of
Fracking Wastewater Into The Gulf Of Mexico
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