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U.S.-China trade talks progressing well 
via video conference: USDA official
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Trade negotiations between the United States 
and China are progressing well via video conference, a senior official at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture said on Wednesday.
“The talks are going well,” Ted McKinney, Undersecretary for Trade and 
Foreign Agriculture Services told a press call. “Presently there’s a lot of 
discussions going on by digital video conference, also a very good and 
productive thing,” he said.
“Right now, I think there’s just a lot of work in getting words down ... a 
contract or agreement, and that’s the current status,” he added.
Washington and Beijing have been locked in intense negotiations to end 
the trade war between the world’s two largest economies. President Donald 
Trump, citing progress in talks, last week delayed a planned tariff increase 
to 25 percent from 10 percent on $200 billion of Chinese goods.
The United States has demanded that China make substantial changes to its 
laws and practices to protect U.S. intellectual property, end forced transfers 
of U.S. technology to Chinese firms, curb generous industrial subsidies and 
open the domestic market to U.S. companies.

In addition, Washington has sought increased Chinese purchases of U.S. 
goods, including farm and energy commodities and manufactured products, 
to reduce a U.S. trade deficit with China that it estimates at more than $417 
billion for 2018.

People familiar with the talks told Reuters the two sides still had substantial 
work ahead to reach agreement on a way to ensure China follows through 
on any pledges. Talks could still collapse if a deal cannot be reached on 
enforcement of these “structural” issues.
McKinney said he did not know of any firm plans for a U.S. delegation to 
go back to China for further negotiations but added that such a trip would 
not come as a surprise.
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FILE PHOTO: U.S. and Chinese flags are seen before Defense Secretary James Mattis welcomes 
Chinese Minister of National Defense Gen. Wei Fenghe to the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, U.S., 

Democrats bar Fox News from televising debates 
after reported Trump ties

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The Democratic Na-
tional Committee on Wednesday said it will 
not allow Fox News to host any of its candidates’ 
political debates through 2020, citing a report 
this week about the conservative channel’s ties to 
U.S. President Donald Trump.
“Recent reporting in the New Yorker on the inap-
propriate relationship between President Trump, 
his administration and Fox News has led me to 
conclude that the network is not in a position to 
host a fair and neutral debate for our candidates,” 
DNC Chairman Tom Perez said in a statement 
provided to Reuters.
“Therefore, Fox News will not serve as a media 
partner for the 2020 Democratic primary de-
bates,” Perez said in a statement, first reported 
earlier on Wednesday by the Washington Post.

Representatives for Fox said they hoped the DNC 
would reconsider and let some of its journalists 
moderate a Democratic presidential debate.
The DNC’s decision is a rerun of the 2016 pri-
mary election, when it turned down Fox’s mul-
tiple offers to host a debate, citing the network’s 
longstanding conservative bent and prominent 

criticism of Democratic policies. At that time a 
Democrat, Barack Obama, occupied the Oval 
Office.

Trump, a Republican seeking re-election in 
2020, has stoked polarization between the two 
U.S. political parties by appealing to his base on 
Twitter and television and policy speeches while 
simultaneously publicly attacking and feuding 
with prominent Democrats.

The New Yorker earlier this week reported on 
“seamlessly” close ties between Trump and the 
television network founded by Rupert Murdoch, 
citing an expert on presidential studies who said 
Fox is the “closest we’ve come to having state 
t.v.”

House panel casts wide net in obstruction probe
The article went on to describe the access and 
interviews that members of the White House 
have granted exclusively to the network.

As the field of competition to become Dem-
ocrats’ next presidential nominee grows ever 

more crowded, the party has decided to split its first 
primary debate over two weeknights this summer. 
Twelve people have already jumped into the race 
and the DNC has capped each debate night at 20 
candidates.

The party’s primary debates this year will mark a 
sharp reversal from its last round of contests, when 
less than half a dozen politicians appeared at a 
handful of debates that were televised on Saturday 
nights and other times with notoriously low televi-
sion viewership.
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(Reuters) - The surprise arrest of Huawei’s chief 
financial officer in December quickly turned the 
executive, Meng Wanzhou, into a central figure in 
a trade war between two economic superpowers.

FILE PHOTO: A researcher works at a laboratory 
inside the headquarters of the Chinese telecom-
munications equipment and smartphone maker 
Huawei in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, China 
March 6, 2019. REUTERS/Yuyang Wang
U.S. President Donald Trump told Reuters he 
would consider intervening in her case - a poten-
tial action he alluded to again two weeks ago - if it 
would help close a trade deal with China.
But U.S. probes of Huawei Technologies Co Ltd for 
allegedly evading U.S. sanctions on Iran were not 
rooted in Trump’s trade aspirations. Long before 
Trump initiated a bitter trade war with China, 
Huawei activities were under scrutiny by U.S. au-
thorities, according to interviews with ten people 
familiar with the Huawei probes and documents 
related to the investigations seen by Reuters.

The U.S. focus on Huawei intensified after years of 
investigation into smaller Chinese rival ZTE Corp, 
and relied in part on information collected from 
devices of company employees traveling through 
airports.

Two of the sources said a critical point took place 
in August 2017, when deputy U.S. Attorney Gener-
al Rod Rosenstein - best known for his oversight of 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s probe of Russian 
interference in the U.S. election – handed a lead 
role to Brooklyn prosecutors to pursue possible 
bank fraud charges against Huawei.

Fifteen months later, that strategy would help land 
Meng in a Canadian jail.
The U.S. investigations of China’s top telecom 
companies were spurred by reports by Reuters 
over six years ago, detailing possible Iran sanctions 

violations by both ZTE and Huawei, as well as 
close ties between Huawei and Skycom Tech 
Co Ltd - a suspected front company doing 
business in Iran.
A spokesman for Huawei, the world’s largest 
telecommunications equipment maker, has 
denied the charges in the sanctions case, and 
did not provide further comment to Reuters. 
Meng has said she is innocent of the charges. 
ZTE, which pleaded guilty in 2017 for illegally 
shipping U.S. goods to Iran, did not respond 
to requests for comment.

U.S. Justice Department spokeswoman Nicole 
Navas Oxman said the government pursues 
cases “free of any political interference and 
follows the evidence and rule of law in pursu-
ing criminal charges.”

AIRPORT EVIDENCE GRAB
On December 1, 2018, Meng was stopped 
at Vancouver International Airport as she 
walked up the jetway after her flight, accord-
ing to a lawsuit she filed on Friday accusing 
the Canadian government of violating her 
rights. Border officers examined her passport 
and escorted her to an area for secondary 
screenings.

While there, she was instructed to surrender 
her two mobile phones, an iPad and a per-
sonal computer, along with their passwords, 
the suit alleges, and the officers viewed the 
devices’ contents.

Reuters has not been able to determine what 
information was found on Meng’s devices, but 
it is not the first time she and other Chinese 
telecom executives have turned over such 
property to border patrol agents.

In the years leading up to the Huawei in-
dictment, U.S. officials had been capturing 

FILE PHOTO: A researcher works at a laboratory inside the headquarters of the Chinese tele-
communications equipment and smartphone maker Huawei in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, 
China March 6, 2019. REUTERS/Yuyang Wang

Long before Trump’s trade war with China, 
Huawei’s activities were secretly tracked

information that would influence the 
investigation when telecom executives 
passed through U.S. airports, according 
to a number of sources familiar with the 
Huawei and ZTE investigations and the 
Meng indictment

For example, Meng arrived in the 
United States via John F. Kennedy 
International Airport in early 2014. The 
indictment says investigators found 
“suggested talking points” on one of her 
electronic devices, stating among other 
things that Huawei’s relationship with 
Skycom was “normal business cooper-
ation.”

Meng had been pulled into a secondary 
screening at the airport that time as well, 
and her electronic devices were taken, 
according to one person familiar with the 
stop. After a couple of hours, the devices 
were returned and she was freed to go, the 
person said.

Another border search, this time on 
September 12, 2014, of executives from 
rival ZTE also supported U.S. investiga-
tors long-held suspicions of how Huawei 
might have been doing illicit business in 
countries subject to U.S. sanctions, one of 
the sources told Reuters.



A woman holds her dog after receiving an ash cross on her forehead during an 
Ash Wednesday mass at the Metropolitan Cathedral in Managua

A girl receives a cross of ashes on her forehead during an Ash Wednesday mass at the Met-
ropolitan Cathedral in Managua

U.S. Senator McSally speaks during Senate Armed Services Subcommittee hearing on prevent-
ing sexual assault on Capitol Hill in Washington
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The wreckage of a bus that was burnt in a blockade set by members of the Santa Rosa de Lima Cartel to 
repel security forces during an anti-fuel theft operation is pictured in Santa Rosa de Lima

Volodymyr Zelenskiy, Ukrainian comic actor and candidate in the upcoming presidential 
election, takes part in a production process of Servant of the People series in Kiev

Mar 6, 2019; Tampa, FL, USA; St. Louis Cardinals second baseman Kolten Wong 
(16) is congratulated as he scores a run during the third inning against the New York 
Yankees at George M. Steinbrenner Field. Mandatory Credit: Kim Klement-USA 
TODAY Sports

FILE PHOTO: A Benjamin Franklin U.S. 100 dollar banknote and a Chinese 100 yuan 
banknote with late Chinese Chairman Mao Zedong are seen in this picture illustration in Bei-
jing, China

U.S. President Trump greets former U.S. hostage in Yemen Danny Burch at the White House in Washington
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COMMUNITY
London HIV Patient Is World’s 

Second AIDS Cure Hope

Almost 37 million people worldwide are currently infected with HIV. The AIDS pandemic has killed 
close to 35 million people worldwide since it began in the 1980s.

This case is proof of the concept that scientists will  one day be able to end AIDS doctors report, but 
does not mean a cure for HIV has been found.

OVERVIEW

A digitally colorized scanning electron microscopic (SEM) image depicts a single, red colored H9-T 
cell that had been infected by numerous, spheroid shaped, mustard colored human immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV) particles attached to the cell’s surface membrane, as seen in this 2012 image obtained from 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) located in Bethesda, Maryland, U.S., 

March 5, 2019.  (Photo/National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)-REUTERS)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

LONDON, March 4 (Reuters) - An 
HIV-positive man in Britain has become 
the second known adult worldwide to 
be cleared of the AIDS virus after he re-
ceived a bone marrow transplant from an 
HIV-resistant donor, his doctors said.
Almost three years after he received bone 
marrow stem cells from a donor with a 
rare genetic mutation that resists HIV in-
fection - and more than 18 months after 
he came off antiretroviral drugs - highly 
sensitive tests still show no trace of the 
man’s previous HIV infection.
“There is no virus there that we can mea-
sure. We can’t detect anything,” said 
Ravindra Gupta, a professor and HIV 
biologist who co-led a team of doctors 
treating the man.
AIDS experts said the case is a proof of 
the concept that scientists will one day be 
able to end AIDS, and marks a “critical 
moment” in the search for an HIV cure, 
but does not mean that cure has already 
been found.
Gupta described his patient as “function-
ally cured” and “in remission”, but cau-
tioned: “It’s too early to say he’s cured.”
The man is being called “the London pa-
tient”, in part because his case is similar 
to the first known case of a functional 
cure of HIV - in an American man, Tim-
othy Brown, who became known as the 
Berlin patient when he underwent similar 
treatment in Germany in 2007 which also 
cleared his HIV.

Timothy Ray Brown poses for a photo-
graph, Monday, March 4, 2019, in Se-
attle. Brown, also known as the “Ber-
lin patient,” was the first person  to be 
cured of HIV infection, more than a 

decade ago. (AP)
Brown, who had been living in Berlin, 
has since moved to the United States and, 
according to HIV experts, is still HIV-
free.

Some 37 million people worldwide are 
currently infected with HIV and the 
AIDS pandemic has killed about 35 mil-
lion people worldwide since it began in 
the 1980s. Scientific research into the 
complex virus has in recent years led to 
the development of drug combinations 
that can keep it at bay in most patients.
Gupta, now at Cambridge University, 
treated the London patient when he was 
working at University College London. 
The man had contracted HIV in 2003, 

Gupta said, and in 2012 was also diag-
nosed with a type of blood cancer called 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
LAST CHANCE
In 2016, when he was very sick with can-
cer, doctors decided to seek a transplant 
match for him.
“This was really his last chance of sur-
vival,” Gupta told Reuters.
The donor - who was unrelated - had a 
genetic mutation known as ‘CCR5 delta 
32’, which confers resistance to HIV.

The transplant went relatively smooth-
ly, Gupta said, but there were some side 
effects, including the patient suffering a 
period of “graft-versus-host” disease - a 
condition in which donor immune cells 
attack the recipient’s immune cells.
Most experts say it is inconceivable such 
treatments could be a way of curing all 
patients. The procedure is expensive, 
complex and risky. To do this in others, 
exact match donors would have to be 
found in the tiny proportion of people 

— most of them of northern European 
descent — who have the CCR5 mutation 
that makes them resistant to the virus.

“Although this is not a viable large-scale 
strategy for a cure, it does represent a 
critical moment,” said Anton Pozniak, 
president of the International AIDS Soci-
ety. “The hope is that this will eventual-
ly lead to a safe, cost-effective and easy 
strategy...using gene technology or anti-
body techniques.”
Specialists said it is also not yet clear 
whether the CCR5 resistance is the only 
key - or whether the graft-versus-host 
disease may have been just as import-
ant. Both the Berlin and London patients 
had this complication, which may have 
played a role in the loss of HIV-infected 
cells, Gupta said.
His team plans to use these findings to 
explore potential new HIV treatment 
strategies. “We need to understand if we 
could knock out this (CCR5) receptor in 
people with HIV, which may be possible 
with gene therapy,” he said.

The London patient, whose case was set 
to be reported in the journal Nature and 
presented at a medical conference in Se-
attle on Tuesday, has asked his medical 
team not to reveal his name, age, nation-
ality or other details. (Courtesy https://
www.reuters.com)
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U.S. Planning To Scrap Plans For Independent Space Force – Report

(Photo/US Air Force Space Command)

Related
With 15,000 Personnel, Trump’s Space Force Would Be Smallest Service Yet

armed forces,’ Trump added.
Shortly after Trump announced the cre-
ation of the US Space Force, Air Force 

Secretary Heather Wilson issued a memo 
to airmen in which she cautioned that the 
process of establishing a new military

branch will take time and that it could 
cost at least 13 billion dollars to turn the 
Space Force into a reality.

The Pentagon has spent the past few 
months rushing to prepare plans for an 
independent Space Force only to receive 
whole new marching orders from the 
White House.
It looks like now that an independent 
Space Force President Trump proudly 
announced in June may not become a 
fully-fledged sixth branch of the US mil-
itary.
Instead, it may end up as part of the 
Air Force, Defense One online jour-
nal reported on Wednesday, citing well 
informed sources in the Pentagon.                                                                                                                                        
According to the publication, Pentagon 
officials who have been working over-
time for months towards a new military 
branch, have now been ordered by the 
White House to go back and look at dif-
ferent ways to reorganise the military’s 
space operations.
The officials, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity, suggested that some 
in the Trump administration fear that 
the proposed independent Space Force 
might not receive Congressional support.
As a result, Defense One continues, the 
Pentagon began to consider four options: 
1) an Air Force-owned space corps that 
includes only Air Force assets, 2) an Air 
Force-owned space corps that also takes 
space-related troops and assets from the 
Army and Navy, 3) an independent ser-
vice that takes from the Air Force, Army, 
and Navy, and 4) an independent service 

that takes from the three services plus 
parts of the intelligence community.

According to Defense One, all these op-
tions will be discussed by Vice President 
Michael Pence and First Deputy Sec-
retary of Defence Patrick Shanahan on 
Thursday.
The DoD and the White House have re-
fused to comment on information about 
new instructions regarding alternative 
options for the new force.
On June 18, President Trump said he 
had instructed the Pentagon to establish 
a sixth branch of the armed forces dedi-
cated to protecting American interests in 
outer space.
‘When it comes to defending America, it 
is not enough to merely have an Amer-
ican presence in space. We must have 
American dominance in space’, Trump 
said in a speech before a meeting of the 
National Space Council at the White 
House.
‘I’m hereby directing the Department of 
Defense and Pentagon to immediately 
begin the process necessary to establish 
a Space Force as the sixth branch of the

Legislation proposed by the Pentagon to 
establish a framework for the creation 
and development of the US Space Force 
shows the service would have a budget 
of $2 billion over the next five years and 
employ about 15,000 service members ‒ 
by far the smallest US service branch.
The March 1 proposal follows a direc-
tive by US President Donald Trump last 
month for the US Department of Defense 
to prepare the ground for establishing the 
Space Force as the sixth branch of the 
US military, and the legislative proposal 
is necessary for Congressional approval 
of the initiative — support the legislature 
has been reluctant thus far to provide.                                                                                                                                         
A Defense Department press release that 
accompanied the legislative proposal 
notes that the Space Force will be a new 
service within the Department of the Air 
Force, much as the Marine Corps func-
tions as its own service from within the 
Department of the Navy.
The proposal outlines a five-year, phased 
“stand-up” of the Space Force to begin 
October 1 of this year and run through 
Fiscal Year 2024, assuming Congress 
approves the legislation. Last summer, 
Congress declined to provide the Space 
Force with any funding due to its nebu-
lous definition and heavy pushback from 
upper brass in the US Air Force, which 
presently handles the United States mil-

itary’s space-based equipment and con-
cerns. In that light, it seems the Friday 
proposal strikes a necessary compromise 
with the Air Force.

The proposal provides roughly $2.1 bil-
lion in funding until 2024; $74 million 
this year and then $500 million for each 
of the next four.
“Additional resources will be dedicated 
to building out the Space Force head-
quarters and establishing and maintain-
ing new support elements such as edu-
cation, training, doctrine and personnel 
management centers. Once the Space 
Force is fully established, these additive 
costs are estimated to be $500 million 
annually, which would represent approx-
imately 0.07 percent of the annual DoD 
budget,” the Pentagon release states.
Defense News notes that while budget-
ary predictions have variedly wildly, the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS) think tank hit the nail 
almost on the head, guessing it would 
cost about $550 million a year to run the 

Space Force. Air Force Secretary Heath-
er Wilson, an outspoken critic of the ini-
tiative when it was announced last June, 
made a much steeper estimate in Sep-
tember of roughly $13 billion per year, 
although at the time she indicated she no 
longer opposed the idea.
“If we’re going to do this, let’s propose 
to do it right,” she said last September. 
“Let’s have this debate, support the pres-
ident’s proposal and put it forward — 
and make sure that we don’t do this with 
half measures. I think that’s probably the 
most important part for me.”

Officials believe the Space Force will 
only require about 15,000 personnel, 
making it by far the smallest of the US 
service branches. By comparison, the 
present smallest branch, the US Coast 
Guard, has about 40,000 active-duty 
members, while the Marine Corps has 
186,000, the Air Force 321,000, the 
Navy 330,000 and the US Army roughly 
487,000 active-duty service members, 
AP noted.
However, even after the Space Force is 
up and running, much of what the US 
government does in space will remain 
outside its purview. The Missile Defense 
Agency, NASA, NOAA and National 
Reconnaissance Office will all continue 
to manage their own satellite networks 
and space missions independently of the 
USSF. (Courtesy https://sputniknews.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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