
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi gestures towards his supporters after 
the election results at Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) headquarter in New Delhi

Supporters of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) celebrate after learning of initial poll results in 
Chandigarh, India, May 23, 2019. REUTERS/Ajay Verma

Rahul Gandhi, President of India’s main opposition Congress party, addresses a news confer-
ence in New Delhi, India, May 23, 2019. REUTERS/Stringer NO ARCHIVES. NO RESALES.
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FILE PHOTO: Pragya Thakur, a Bharatiya Janata Party candidate in the parliamentary election, ges-
tures atop a car during her election campaign rally in Bhopal

FILE PHOTO: Pragya Thakur, a Bharatiya Janata Party candidate in the parliamentary 
election, gestures atop a car during her election campaign rally in Bhopal

Ashishkumar Chauhan, MD and CEO of the Bombay Stock Exchange, poses as he cuts a 
cake to celebrate the Sensex index rising to over 40,000, in Mumbai

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India’s Home Minister Rajnath Singh and party leaders 
are seen after the election results in New Delhi, India, May 23, 2019. REUTERS/Adnan Abidi

BJP President Amit Shah and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi react after the election results in New Delhi
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The MINT National Bank  
A SBA PLP Lender 
Recently Closed Loans 

SBA Loan-Motel SBA Loan-Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $3,300,000 

Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Construction/ Term 
Start Up 

Loan Amount: $4,055,000 (Total Five Loans) 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only / 2 

5 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing & Working Capital 

Conventional-Gas Station SBA Loan-Motel 
Loan Amount: $1,880,000 

Term: 20 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing 

Loan Amount: $2,500,000 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  

25 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Construction/ Term 

Start Up 

Conventional: Retail Condominiums Conventional: Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $4,350,000 

Term: 8 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Tenant Improvement/ Term 
CRE Investor Program 

Loan Amount: $3,450,000 (Total 2 Loans) 
Term: 20 Years straight payout 

Purpose: Refinance & Extra Equity for Gas 
Stations purchasing 

 

Conventional: Gas Stations Conventional: Builder line of credit 
Loan Amount: $3,780,000 

Term: 20 years straight payout  
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for 

Land Purchasing 
 

Loan Amount: $1,700,000  
Term: 12 Month Interest Only 

Purpose: SFR Construction 
Builder Line 

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact, 

Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO  

Cell Number: 713-560-1588   Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118    
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com  
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036 
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339 
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COMMUNITY
There are more Americans alive today 
than at any time in our history: 323.1 mil-
lion, according to the latest U.S. Census 
Figures from 2016.
But as a percentage of the population, few-
er American youth are physically capable 

growing number of young people who 
can’t pass physical standards to become 

As reported by the UK’s Daily Mail, ‘fed’ 
by fast food, processed food, junk food, 
and everything but naturally produced 
food, an astounding 26.5 percent of young 
people in the state of Colorado cannot 
qualify for military service due to their 
weight, according to a new report from the 

In addition, the report noted, the child-
hood obesity epidemic in America is not 
just cause for concern for the all-volunteer 
U.S. military, which must recruit 250,000 
people annually out of about 400,000 
who become eligible in order to sustain 
congressionally-mandated personnel 
strength for the Army, Navy, Air Force, 

-
cludes both active as well as reserve com-
ponents, along with the National Guard, 
a state-centric force that is eligible for a 
call-up to federal active service. It is also 

-
partments around the country.            

The obesity problem, of course, isn’t just 
limited to Colorado. In 2015, according to 
the most recently available data from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, about 14 percent of American high 
school students were rated as obese.
The Council for a Strong America warns 
that the obesity epidemic, when taken to-
gether with other factors that lead to ineli-

such as tattoos and criminal records, a 
high percentage of youth remain outside 
the circle of availability.
And what’s more, Colorado is supposed to 

The Daily Mail, citing the study, reported 
further:
The report found that a staggering 70 
percent of people between 17 and 24 
years of age in Colorado are ineligible 
to serve based on obesity, lack of educa-
tion, or their criminal records. 
The report also said that 71 percent of 
people in that age group across the na-

The report noted that weight was the top 
disqualifying factor in Colorado for mil-
itary service, making about 30 percent of 
youth ineligible.

The problem has 
been getting worse, 
and military brass 
is well aware of it. 
In fact, many have 
begun to call the 
rising number of 
American youth 

ineligible for military service a national 
security threat.
As long ago as 2013, researchers and the 
Pentagon noted that the rising obesity epi-

At the time one organization comprised of 
retired military leaders, Mission: Readi-
ness, reported that 27 percent of American 

A year earlier, HuffPost reported the same 
statistic.

-
ness entrance requirements as the military, 
but obviously, those jobs are very physi-
cally demanding. As such, the obesity ep-

The Daily Mail reported that some re-
search suggests between 9 and 11 percent 

citing a report last year in FireRescue.org.
Meanwhile, the paper said, a 2014 study 
from the Houston School of Public Health 

-
-

wise overweight. And a 2011 study found 

times more likely to miss work because of 
an injury.
The stats for cops are no better. The pa-
per reported that an FBI study found that 

obese or overweight. (Courtesy https://
www.naturalnews.com)

Related

Overview
In the United States, the percentage of 
children and adolescents affected by obe-
sity has more than tripled since the 1970s. 
Data from 2015-2016 show that nearly 1 
in 5 school age children and young peo-
ple (6 to 19 years) in the United States has 
obesity.                                    

fat. Body mass index (BMI) is a widely 
used screening tool for measuring obesi-
ty. BMI is a person’s weight in kilograms 
divided by the square of a person’s height 
in meters. Scientists have found that BMI 
is moderately related to direct measures 
of body fatness. Measuring height and 
weight is easier and less expensive than 
other methods for assessing weight status.
CDC recommends that health profession-
als use BMI percentile when measuring 
the bodies of children and young people 
aged 2 to 20 years. BMI percentile takes 
into account that young people are still 
growing and are growing at different rates 
depending on their age and sex. Health 
professionals use growth charts to deter-
mine whether a young person’s weight 
falls into a healthy range for his or her 
height, age, and sex.

young people as a BMI at or above the 
85th percentile and less than the 95th per-
centile for young people of the same age 
and sex.

young people as BMI at or above the 95th 
percentile for young people of the same 
age and sex.

Causes of Obesity
Consuming more 
energy from foods 
and beverages than 

the body uses for healthy functioning, 
growth, and physical activity can lead to 
extra weight gain over time.4   The Di-
etary Guidelines for Americans encour-
age children and adolescents to maintain 
calorie balance to support normal growth 
and development without promoting ex-
cess weight gain.  Energy imbalance is a 
key factor behind the high rates of obesity 
seen in the United States and globally.
Many factors contribute to childhood obe-

sity, including:
• Genetics
• Metabolism—how your body changes 
food and oxygen into energy it can use.
• Community and neighborhood design 
and safety.
• Short sleep duration.
• Eating and physical activity behaviors.

However, people and places can play a 
role in helping children achieve and main-
tain a healthy weight. Families, commu-
nities, schools, out-of-school programs, 
medical care providers, faith-based in-
stitutions, government agencies, the me-
dia, food and beverage companies, and 

dietary and physical activity behaviors of 
children and adolescents.
Changes in the environments where young 
people spend their time—like homes, 
schools, and community settings—can 
make it easier to achieve and maintain a 
healthy weight. Schools can adopt policies 
and practices that help young people eat 
more fruits and vegetables, get at least 60 
minutes of physical activity daily, and eat 
fewer foods and beverages that are high 
in added sugars or solid fats. (Courtesy 
https://www.cdc.gov)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

America’s Youth Deemed Too FAT                    
To Fight — Wars, Crime Or Fires —            

As Obesity Epidemic Spreads
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BUSINESS
The stem cell industry is booming in the 
U.S., and while some legitimate medical 
uses have been discovered, there’s also a 
thriving shadow industry offering poorly 
understood products without much regula-
tion, ProPublica and the New Yorker report.
The big picture: The number of special-
ized clinics offering unproven stem cell 
treatments has grown from 12 in 2009 to 
more than 700 in 2017, according to one 
tally.
•Globally, unproven cellular therapies are a 
$2 billion enterprise, according to a recent 
study.
Why it matters: Patients are paying thou-
sands of dollars for care that is unproven 
and largely unregulated.
•Sometimes, that’s just a waste of money. 
But in some cases, patients who have turned 
to these clinics for help have walked away 
harmed.
One trend is doctors touting the (unprov-
en) healing power of amniotic stem cells, 
which don’t have to be harvested from a 
patient’s own body.

 
•Instead, they’re conveniently obtained via 
donation after women give birth.
•An amniotic stem cell injection into a joint 
can cost between $5,000 and $10,000. Intra-
venous administration may cost more than 
$10,000 per session.
•There’s not much data or research on these 
treatments, because they don’t undergo the 
clinical trials required for approval from the 
Food and Drug Administration.
The bottom line: The investigation 
“found disgraced doctors who were recast 
as salespeople, manufacturers that cloaked 

themselves in pseudoscience and had few 
scientists on staff, and clinics that offer to 
treat conditions like multiple sclerosis or 
kidney disease without specialized train-
ing,” ProPublica’s Caroline Chen writes.
•“Unscientific methods, deceptive market-
ing, price gouging and disregard for pa-
tients’ well-being were rampant across the 
amniotic stem cell therapy industry.”
Unregulated stem cell therapies now 

listed on government database

(Photo Victor/Flickr)
Stem cell clinics are using ClinicalTrials.
gov — the National Institute of Health’s 
database of private and public clinical trials 

— to recruit patients to participate in poten-
tially risky treatments, per a new study in 
Regenerative Medicine. People are paying 
big money to take part in these unregulated 
studies, even though people are typically 
not charged to join them.
One recent example: Three Florida 
women were blinded by a stem cell proce-
dure meant to treat macular degeneration. 
They had each paid $5,000 for the trial.
Big picture: There are close to 600 stem 
cell clinics (many of them newcomers) 
advertising treatments unapproved by the 
FDA to patients in the U.S. “A lot of these 
studies are just marketing pitches designed 
to appeal to people with COPD, multiple 
sclerosis and Parkinson’s disease,” Leigh 
Turner, the study’s author, told the Wash-
ington Post.
The NIH has put a disclaimer at the top of 
ClinicalTrials.gov: “Listing of a study on 
this site does not reflect endorsement by the 
National Institutes of Health.” (Courtesy 
axios.com)

Related
Second HIV patient achieves remis-
sion, signaling possible path to a cure

Photo by Vasyl Dolmato/Getty Images
An HIV patient has experienced remission 
for the second time in documented history, 
according to a study published this week in 
the journal Nature.
Why it matters: The patient, a U.K. man 
who has chosen to remain anonymous, has 
only been in remission for 18 months, so re-
searchers are hesitant to call this a “cure.” 
But it’s nonetheless the first time that re-

searchers have been able to duplicate the 
results of the so-called “Berlin patient” — 
which is the only other documented case of 
a permanent remission from the virus that 
causes AIDS, and is widely thought to have 
been an anomaly.
What they did: Like the Berlin patient, 
the new case involves an HIV positive 
patient who was treated with a stem cell 
transplant intended to target cancer, not the 
HIV. However, the stem cell transplants in 
both cases came from donors with a protein 
mutation known as CCR5. H.I.V. uses the 
protein to enter immune cells, but is unable 
to attach to the mutated version.

Larger scale stem cell transplants to combat 
HIV would be too impractical and risky to 
present a viable path to a cure. However, 
some researchers are examining wheth-
er gene-therapy techniques to induce the 
CCR5 mutation on immune or predecessor 
stem cells could be an option. There are 
considerable risks here too, namely that 
other genes could be altered in detrimental 
ways.
The CCR5 mutation would not successfully 
defend against strains of the HIV virus that 
use a different protein, known as CCR4, to 
enter immune cells.
A sample size of one — achieved in Berlin 
over a decade ago — is now a sample size 
of two. It’s therefore difficult to assess the 
treatment’s effectiveness, potential compli-
cations, odds of success and other factors, 
but it’s still an extraordinary and hopeful 
sign, said Axios Science Editor Andrew 
Freedman. The concept of a cure is now 
slightly more real, albeit with an abundance 
of caution. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Unproven, Unregulated, 
$2 Billion Stem Cell Industry

Illustration: Rebecca Zisser/Axios
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