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China denounces U.S. ‘ru-
mors’ and ‘lies’ about Hua-
wei ties to Beijing
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A Huawei com-
pany logo is seen 
at the security 
exhibition in 
Shanghai, China 
May 24, 2019. 
REUTERS/Aly 
Song

BEIJING (Reuters) - China on Friday denounced 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo for 
fabricating rumors after he said the chief exec-
utive of China’s Huawei Technologies Co Ltd 
was lying about his company’s ties to the Beijing 
government.
The United States placed Huawei on a trade 
blacklist last week, effectively banning U.S. firms 
from doing business with the world’s largest tele-
com network gear maker and escalating a trade 
battle between the world’s two biggest econo-
mies.

Huawei has repeatedly denied it is controlled by 
the Chinese government, military or intelligence 
services.
Factbox: Global tech companies shun Huawei 
after U.S. ban
Pompeo, speaking on Thursday, also dismissed 
Huawei CEO Ren Zhengfei’s assertions that his 
company would never share user secrets, and said 
he believed more American companies would cut 
ties with the tech giant.

“Recently, some U.S. politicians have continu-

ally fabricated rumors about Huawei but 
have never produced the clear evidence that 
countries have requested,” Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said, when 
asked about Pompeo’s remarks.

The United States has been rallying its allies 
to persuade them not to use Huawei for their 
5G networks, citing security concerns.
Lu said the U.S. government was provoking 
suspicion in the U.S. public to confuse and 
instigate opposition.

“Domestically in the United States there 
are more and more doubts about the trade 
war the U.S. side has provoked with China, 
the market turmoil cause by the technology 
war and blocked industrial cooperation,” he 
added.

U.S. politicians continue to “fabricate lies 
to try to mislead the American people, and 
now they are trying to incite ideological 
opposition”.

People walk past logos of Huawei in Huaian, Jiangsu province, Chi-
na January 26, 2019. Picture taken January 26, 2019. REUTERS/
Stringer 



Houston
(headquarter)

Austin
Washington D.C.

Atlanta

Boston
Dallas St. Louis

Seattle

Portland

Chicago

Media–Newspaper–Television–Yellow Pages–Printing
SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP

SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP
T 281-498-4310
F 281-498-2728

11122 Bellaire Blvd
Houston, TX 77072

ad@scdaily.com
www.today-america.com

The Largest Asian Independent
      Multi-media Group In Houston & USA.

美南國際電視網
Southern Television

美南新聞日報(總社)
Southern Chinese
Daily News

休士頓黃頁
Houston Chinese
Yellow Pages

休士頓旅遊指南
Houston Travel Guide

今日美國網站
today-america.com

美南國際貿易中心
International Trade Center
www.itchouston.org

美南印刷廠
U.S.A. Printing

美國美南拉瑪爾大學環球職業教育中心
Global center for Professional Education
Lamar University -SNG

美南光聲電訊傳媒集團
Phonoscope-Southern News Group
Telecom Media Group

SOUTHERN NEWS
GROUP

PSN

C2Monday, May 27 2019

LOCAL NEWS

Memorial Hermann Health System has partnered with a 
new generic drug company formed to combat “artificially 
high” pharmaceutical prices and ease chronic drug short-
ages, the drug company announced Monday.
Utah-based Civica Rx launched its generic drug initiative 
a year ago with strong Houston roots. The idea behind the 
venture is to allow hospital systems to “create their own 
priorities” in needed medications.
Such generic versions of the medications remain difficult 
to obtain because of price or availability or both, Heather 
Wall, chief commercial officer for Civica Rx, said in an 
interview on Monday.
“We’re tackling the drugs that we’ve seen significant price 
increases over the past few years,” she said.
Price hikes, often dramatic, can come from a lack of com-
petition, especially among drugs that have fallen out of 
mass production. But Wall said that just because a drug is 
elusive does not mean it is not needed.
Typically there are about 200 drugs on shortage lists any 
given year.
When there is not enough of a certain drug in the supply 
chain, it can drive up the price to “artificially high” levels, 
which in turn forces providers and, ultimately, patients to 
pay more, Wall said
Memorial Hermann is one of 12 health systems across the 
country to enter partnerships with Civica Rx. The Hous-
ton-based system will be considered a founding member 
of what is predicted to be a growing network of hospitals 
nationwide, Wall said.
There are 750 U.S. hospitals now participating, the compa-
ny said.
“Creating a consistent and stable supply of generic drugs 
not only ensures that we can continue delivering on our 
promise to always provide safe, high-quality care tailored 
to our patients’ needs, but it also allows us to tackle the 
dramatic increases in U.S. health care costs that affect 
everyone. Our industry is consistently experiencing phar-
maceutical shortages for commonly used drugs. These 
shortages result in health care organizations having to pay 
inflated pricing to secure appropriate supplies to adequate-
ly care for patients — pricing that ultimately gets passed 
along to the consumer,” Chuck Stokes, CEO of Memorial 

Memorial Hermann to partner with new, 
non-profit generic drug company to lower costs

Hermann Health System, said Monday in 
a statement.

Civica Rx will make generic versions of 
targeted drugs directly or subcontract 
the process, the company said. Currently 
it is scheduled to make 14 hospital-ad-
ministered drugs by midyear, Wall said. 
The names of those drugs were not 
disclosed.

RELATED: Drugmakers may have to 
post prices in TV ads

The company was formed last January 
under the guidance of seven major hos-
pital systems and three philanthropies 
to establish a framework and business 
model.

Among the philanthropies are the 
Houston-based Laura and John Arnold 
Foundation, which gave $1 million in 
seed money as well as access to $9 million more in 
loans, Wall said.

“The early success of Civica Rx gives you a sense 
of how much frustration there was within hospital 
systems in regards to accessing a steady and afford-
able supply of generic medications,” said Dr. Mark 
Miller, vice president of health care for the Laura and 
John Arnold Foundation, in an email sent Monday. 
He called the burgeoning venture a “step in the right 
direction.”

Also part of the original governing body are HCA 
Healthcare, which operates 15 hospitals in the 
Houston area, and Catholic Health Initiatives, which 
includes the St. Luke’s health network in the region.

Memorial Hermann will now join them.

RELATED: Is bigger better? Memo-
rial Hermann and Baylor Scott & 
White merger raises questions

In October, Memorial Hermann un-
veiled plans to merge with the Baylor 
Scott & White health network to 
form the largest nonprofit health care 
system in Texas and one of the largest 
in the nation. Wall said Monday it 
was not clear if the Baylor Scott & 
White system would also join with 
Civica Rx.

The collaboration between hospital 
and drug maker is part of a larger 
trend of unusual health care cou-
plings to create access outside the 
usual boundaries. Take for instance, 

the plan announced last year that 
three business giants, Amazon, 
Berkshire Hathaway and JPMorgan 
Chase, would form an independent 
health care company for their U.S. 
employees.

More recently, the CVS drugstore 
chain received approval to buy Aetna, 
the nation’s third-largest health 
insurance company, in a $69 billion 
deal that many say could transform 
the way millions of people get basic 
medical care.



FILE PHOTO: Boeing logo LABACE in Sao Paulo

FILE PHOTO: A 737 Max aircraft is pictured at the Boeing factory in Renton

The sign of the Cologne-Bonn Sparkasse is pictured at the bank’s headquarters in Bonn, Germa-
ny, . REUTERS/Wolfgang Rattay

C3Monday, May 27  2019

Editor’s Choice

FILE PHOTO: Oprah Winfrey talks on stage during a taping of her TV show in the Manhattan borough 
of New York City

U.N.’s Bachelet shakes hands with Mexico’s Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard after 
signing an agreement on the provision of guidance and technical assistance in the Ayot-
zinapa case, in Mexico City

Patrons take pictures of one of the the direction signs during practice for the 2019 Masters 
golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia, U.S.

Patrons dine outside the clubhouse during practice for the 2019 Masters golf tournament at the 
Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia, U.S.

Anti-Brexit protesters are seen outside the Houses of Parliament, in London, Britain REUTERS/Henry Nicholls



Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
Main Campus Clinic  
Meyerland Plaza Clinic 

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese & Mandarin
Fort Bend Medical &
  Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
Spring Medical &  
  Diagnostic Center 
The Woodlands Clinic

Alan Chang, M.D., 
F.A.C.O.G.
OB/GYN
Mandarin & Cantonese 
The Woodlands OB/GYN   

  and Women’s Health

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin & 
Taiwanese
Downtown at The Shops  
  at 4 Houston Center

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
Clear Lake Clinic 
Main Campus Clinic
Spring Medical & 
  Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
Main Campus Clinic

Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 health insurance 
plans including Aetna, Cigna, KelseyCare, UnitedHealthcare, and Humana.

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose and Throat
Mandarin
Main Campus Clinic 

Huiqing Yang, M.D.
Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation/Spine
Cantonese
Main Campus Spine Center 
Pearland Clinic

Healthcare that understands YOU.

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P. 
Pediatrics
Cantonese & Mandarin
Pearland Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
Spring Medical and 
Diagnostic Center

Meet Dr. Jennifer Lai “I am a strong advocate of 
promoting health and wellness 
to my  patients, especially in 
the pediatric population. I 
want to make a difference and 
have a strong, healthy impact 
on my patients’ lives.”  
 
   ~Jennifer Lai, M.D.

Appointments: 713-442-5437 (KIDS)

Dr. Lai is a board-certified pediatrician who earned her medical degree from 
The University of Texas School of Medicine in San Antonio and completed 
her pediatric internship and residency at The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston. She is a member of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Her special clinical interests include General Pediatrics, caring 
for newborns, and managing autism, and childhood obesity. She cares for 
young patients at Kelsey-Seybold’s Spring Medical and Diagnostic Center.
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Memorial Day – 2019

Arlington National Cemetery,
Washington, D.C.

Memorial Day is a federal holiday in the 
U.S. that honors soldiers and is observed 
on the last Monday of May. Formerly 
known as Decoration Day, this day an-
nually commemorates U.S. soldiers who 
died while in the military service. The 

and Confederate soldiers following the 
American Civil War, then it was extend-
ed after World War I to honor Americans 
who have died in all wars. Memorial Day 
often marks the start of the summer vaca-
tion season, and Labor Day its end.
Begun as a ritual of remembrance and 
reconciliation after the civil war, by the 
early 20th century, Memorial Day was an 
occasion for more general expressions of 
memory, as ordinary people visited the 
graves of their deceased relatives, wheth-
er they had served in the military or not. 
It also became a long weekend increas-
ingly devoted to shopping, family gath-

national media events such as the India-
napolis 500 and the Coca-Cola 600 auto 
races. One of the longest-standing tradi-
tions, the Indianapolis 500, has been held 
in conjunction with Memorial Day since 
1911. It runs on the Sunday preceding the 
Memorial Day holiday. The Coca-Cola 
600 stock car race has been held later 
the same day since 1961. The Memorial 
Tournament golf event has been held on 
or close to the Memorial Day weekend 
since 1976.

The practice of decorating soldiers’ 
-

tom. Soldiers’ graves were decorated in 
the U.S. before and during the American 
Civil War. A claim was made in 1906 that 

decorated was in Warrenton, Virginia on 
-

al Day occurred there. There is authentic 
documentation that women in Savannah, 

Georgia decorated soldiers’ graves in 
1862. In 1863, the cemetery dedication 
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania was a cere-
mony of commemoration at the graves of 
dead soldiers. Local historians in Boals-
burg, PA, claim that ladies there decorat-
ed soldiers’ graves on July 4, 1864. As a 
result, Boalsburg promotes itself as the 
birthplace of Memorial Day.

Following Pres-
ident Abraham 
Lincoln’s assas-
sination in April 
1865, there were 
a variety of events 
of commemoration. 

observance of a 

Memorial Day-type observance after the 
Civil War was in Charleston, South Caro-
lina on May 1, 1865.
During the war, Union soldiers who 
were prisoners of war had been held at 
the Charleston Race Course; at least 257 
Union prisoners died there and were hast-
ily buried in unmarked graves. Together 
with teachers and missionaries, blacks 
in Charleston organized a May Day cer-
emony in 1865, which was covered by 
the New York Tribune and other national 
papers. The freedmen had cleaned up and 
landscaped the burial ground, building an 
enclosure and an arch labeled, “Martyrs 
of the Race Course.”
Nearly ten thousand people, mostly 
freedmen, gathered on May 1 to com-
memorate the dead. Involved were 
3,000 schoolchildren newly enrolled in 
freedmen’s schools, mutual aid societ-
ies, Union troops, and black ministers 
and white northern missionaries. Most 

Today the site is used as Hampton Park. 
Years later, the celebration would come 
to be called the “First Decoration Day”in 
the North.

States is raised briskly to the top of the 
staff and then solemnly lowered to the 
half-staff position, where it remains only 
until noon. It is then raised to full-staff 
for the remainder of the day.
Memorial Day observances in small New 

England towns are often marked by ded-
ications and remarks by veterans, state 
legislators and selectmen.
The half-staff position remembers the 
more than one million men and women 
who gave their lives in service of their 
country. At noon their memory is raised 
by the living, who resolve not to let their 

and justice for all.

The National Memorial Day Concert 
takes place on the west lawn of the United 
States Capitol. The concert is broadcast 
on PBS and NPR. Music is performed, 
and respect is paid to the men and wom-
en who gave their lives for their country.
For many Americans, the central event is 
attending one of the thousands of parades 
held on Memorial Day in large and small 
cities all over the country. Most of these 
feature marching bands and an overall 
military theme with the National Guard 
and other servicemen participating along 
with veterans and military vehicles from 
various wars. Because Memorial Day is 
generally associated with the start of the 
summer season, it is common tradition to 
inaugurate the outdoor cooking season on 
Memorial Day with a barbecue.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

C4

COMMUNITY

On This Day.....
We Honor Their Service
Throughout Our History

Indianapolis 500 Is A Memorial 
Day Tradition 

The Tomb of the 
Unknowns Located
In Arlington Nation-

al Cemetery.

Memorial Day Photos From Past Years
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The MINT National Bank  
A SBA PLP Lender 
Recently Closed Loans 

SBA Loan-Motel SBA Loan-Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $3,300,000 

Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Construction/ Term 
Start Up 

Loan Amount: $4,055,000 (Total Five Loans) 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only / 2 

5 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing & Working Capital 

Conventional-Gas Station SBA Loan-Motel 
Loan Amount: $1,880,000 

Term: 20 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Purchasing 

Loan Amount: $2,500,000 
Term: 12 Month Interest Only /  

25 Years Straight payout 
Purpose: Construction/ Term 

Start Up 

Conventional: Retail Condominiums Conventional: Gas Stations 
Loan Amount: $4,350,000 

Term: 8 Month Interest Only /  
25 Years Straight payout 

Purpose: Tenant Improvement/ Term 
CRE Investor Program 

Loan Amount: $3,450,000 (Total 2 Loans) 
Term: 20 Years straight payout 

Purpose: Refinance & Extra Equity for Gas 
Stations purchasing 

 

Conventional: Gas Stations Conventional: Builder line of credit 
Loan Amount: $3,780,000 

Term: 20 years straight payout  
Purpose: Refinancing and Extra Equity for 

Land Purchasing 
 

Loan Amount: $1,700,000  
Term: 12 Month Interest Only 

Purpose: SFR Construction 
Builder Line 

For your Commercial Loan inquiry and SBA Loan inquiry, please contact, 

Ringo Kwan President of International MINT LPO  

Cell Number: 713-560-1588   Office Number: 281-568-8888 ext. 1118    
Email: Ringo.Kwan@themintbank.com  
Address: 10333 Harwin Dr., Suite 630, Houston, TX, 77036 
Headquarters: 1213 Kingwood Dr., Kingwood, TX, 77339 
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BUSINESS
Trump confirmed in a Sunday tweet that the 
U.S. would lift steel and aluminum tariffs 
on Canada and Mexico starting Monday.
Why it matters: The move will make it 
easier for the USMCA, NAFTA’s replace-
ment trade deal, to be approved by the three 
nations. The tariffs would be replaced by 
stronger enforcement measures, according 
to Bloomberg. There will not be any quotas 
or limits imposed on imports of the metals, 
it said.

Trump’s confirmation:
Donald J. Trump
✔@realDonaldTrump

Starting Monday, our great Farmers can 
begin doing business again with Mexico 
and Canada. They have both taken the tariff 
penalties off of your great agricultural prod-
uct. Please be sure that you are treated fairly. 
Any complaints should immediately go to 
@SecretarySonny Perdue!

Related:
Behind the scenes: Troubles ahead for 
Trump’s NAFTA replacement

President Trump at a press conference 
last year on a revised U.S. trade agree-

ment with Mexico and Canada. 
(Photo/Getty Images)

10 days ago, a deputy to Trump’s top 
trade negotiator gave a shockingly opti-
mistic forecast on the political fate of the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USM-
CA) — the president’s renegotiated NAFTA 
deal. To the bemusement of two sources on 
the call, C.J. Mahoney, Robert Lighthizer’s 
deputy, said he figured the USMCA could 
get through Congress with huge bipartisan 
support by the end of April.
Between the lines: Nobody on Capitol Hill 

thinks Mahoney’s prediction is remotely 
possible. While the two sources on the call 
were impressed with his technical grasp of 
the trade deal, they called his comments 
on its political fate “naïve,” saying they 
betrayed only a tenuous comprehension of 
the USMCA’s troubled standing with Con-
gress.

•Other sources who’ve discussed USMCA 
with Mahoney privately say his comments 
on the call don’t reflect his true opinions 
about the political troubles encircling the 
trade deal, saying that he was doing “hap-
py talk” to keep things positive and instill a 
sense of urgency.
•The White House has also begun ramping 
up its congressional outreach.
Why it matters: Regardless of Lighthizer 
and Mahoney’s true convictions, the USM-
CA — Trump’s most urgent legislative pri-

ority besides government funding — has a 
tough row to hoe.
•Influential House Democrats say they 
won’t even negotiate with the White House 
until Trump stops threatening to withdraw 
from NAFTA and lifts his tariffs on Cana-
da’s and Mexico’s steel and aluminum.
•Meanwhile, Republicans oppose important 
parts of USMCA, including its weakening 
of the NAFTA provision that lets foreign 
companies sue governments for mistreat-
ment.
While the White House woos moderate Hill 
Democrats, the lawmakers are sending up 
emergency flares. Wisconsin’s Rep. Ron 
Kind, a member of the trade subcommittee 
on Ways and Means, is one of those Dem-
ocrats.

•Kind told me he gives Lighthizer credit for 
“doing a lot more outreach.” But he added 
that, like many of his colleagues, he won’t 
back the trade deal until Trump lifts those 
steel and aluminum tariffs. Retaliation for 
these tariffs is hurting Badger State farmers 
and manufacturers, he said.
•Trump, meanwhile, seems totally unwill-
ing to budge on that point.
•“Time is of the essence,” Kind said. “The 
later this drags into ‘19, or if it slips to ‘20, 
the presidential campaign is going to over-
whelm things and make things so much 
more difficult to move forward.”
The bottom line: Nancy Pelosi is the most 
important person here. She’ll decide when 
the USMCA comes to the House floor. And 
while she’s indicated she’s open to Trump’s 
trade deal, Republicans anticipate she’ll use 
her leverage over Trump to extract some-
thing substantial (and possibly unpalatable).

Opinion
U.S. trade deals have had mixed re-
sults for pharmaceuticals
American consumers may not have bene-
fited all that much from the pharmaceutical 
components of trade deals, a new article in 
the New England Journal of Medicine ar-

gues.
The big picture: Starting with NAFTA, 
every U.S. trade agreement made since has 
included a pharmaceutical component.
Details: The article’s authors — the Coun-
cil on Foreign Relation’s Thomas Bollyky 
and Brigham & Women’s Hospital’s Aaron 
Kesselheim — write that the inclusion of 
these provisions has had “a mixed record in 
delivering on its goals.”

•The Trump administration’s NAFTA re-
placement — the USMCA — gives biolog-
ics 10 years of market exclusivity, a huge 
industry win.
By the numbers: The pharmaceutical 
trade deficit has swelled to $52 billion, and 
the number of Americans employed by the 
drug industry hasn’t changed much since 
2001.
•The Food and Drug Administration esti-
mates that we import 80% of active drug 
ingredients and 40% of finished drugs, and 
drug companies have increasingly shifted 
patents and manufacturing abroad to avoid 
paying U.S. taxes.
•While our pharma industry is very prof-
itable, we’re also spending more for their 
brand products, while other countries are 
still paying less than us for drugs.
The bottom line: “Americans and their 
representatives are ignoring history if they 
expect the inclusion in the USMCA of lon-
ger exclusivity for biologics to redress the 
U.S. trade deficit, loss of manufacturing 
jobs, and high prescription-drug prices,” the 
authors conclude. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

U.S. Lifts Steel And Aluminum
Tariffs On Canada And Mexico

Former Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto, President Trump and Canadian Prime Minister
 Justin Trudeau at the G20 last year. (Photo/AFP/Getty Images)
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