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OPEC extends oil cut to prop up 
prices as economy weakens
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VIENNA (Reuters) - OPEC agreed on Monday to extend oil supply cuts until March 
2020, three OPEC sources said, as the group’s members overcame their differences 
in order to prop up the price of crude amid a weakening global economy and soaring 
U.S. production.
The move will likely anger U.S. President Don- ald Trump, who has demanded 
OPEC leader Saudi Arabia supply more oil and help reduce prices at the pump if 
Riyadh wants U.S. military support in its standoff with arch-rival Iran.
Benchmark Brent crude LCOc1 has climbed more than 25% so far this year after the 
White House tightened sanctions on OPEC members Venezuela and Iran, slashing 
their oil exports.
OPEC and its allies led by Russia have been reducing oil output since 2017 to pre-
vent prices from sliding amid soaring production from the United States, which has 
overtaken Russia and Saudi Arabia as the world’s top producer.
Fears about weaker global demand as a result of a U.S.-China trade spat have added 
to the challenges faced by the 14-nation Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries.
“Saudi Arabia is doing its best to achieve oil prices at $70 per barrel despite what 
Trump wants. But they haven’t accomplished that even with Iranian and Venezue-
lan oil exports dropping. And the reasons for that are weak demand and U.S. shale 
growth,” said Gary Ross from Black Gold Investors.
The United States, also the world’s largest oil consumer, is not a member of OPEC, 
nor is it participating in the supply pact. A jump in oil prices might lead to costlier 
gasoline, a key issue for Trump as he seeks re-election next year.
Brent initially rose as much as $2 on Monday towards $67 per barrel as traders cited 
OPEC’s resolve to curb output. It later edged down to trade below $65. [O/R
He said Saudi Arabia would continue reducing supplies to customers in July.
“The reason for extending the deal by nine months instead of six is to assure the 
markets that the deal will remain in place through the seasonally soft demand period 
in the first quarter of 2020,” said Amrita Sen, co-founder of Energy Aspects.
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FILE PHOTO: Saudi Arabian Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih, speaks during a news conference after an OPEC committee meeting

FILE PHOTO: UAE Energy Minister Suhail bin Mohammed al-Mazroui talks to re-
porters during the 15th International Energy Forum Ministerial (IEF15) in Algiers
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DUBAI/VIENNA (Reuters) - Iran announced on Monday it had 
amassed more low-enriched uranium than permitted under its 2015 
deal with major powers, its first major step in violation of the deal 
since the United States pulled out of it more than a year ago.
The U.N. nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), which monitors Iran’s nuclear program under the deal, con-
firmed in Vienna that Tehran had breached the limit.
The step could have far-reaching consequences for diplomacy at a 
time when European countries are trying to pull the United States and 
Iran back from the brink of war, less than two weeks after Washington 
aborted air strikes at the last minute.
Factbox: A breach of Iran nuclear deal could trigger sanctions snap-
back
Iran says breach of threshold does not violate nuclear pact
See more stories
The Europeans, who opposed last year’s decision by President Don-
ald Trump to abandon the nuclear deal signed under his predecessor 
Barack Obama, had pleaded with Iran to keep within its parameters.
Iran has said it aims to do so but cannot do so indefinitely, as long as 
sanctions imposed by Trump have deprived it of the benefits it was 
meant to receive in return for accepting curbs on its nuclear program 
under the deal.
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said Iran had passed the 
threshold, exactly as it had warned it would: “We have said very trans-
parently what we will do.”
The move is a test of European diplomacy after French, British and 
German officials had promised a strong diplomatic response if Iran 
fundamentally breached the deal.
Prime Minister Theresa May’s office said Britain was urgently consid-
ering its next moves along with its partners, and urged Iran to “reverse 
this step”. Her foreign secretary, Jeremy Hunt, said he was “deeply 
worried” by Iran’s announcement.

A European diplomat told Reuters there was a mechanism under the 
agreement to deal with “any inconsistencies”, and it would be up to a 
joint commission of signatories to decide next steps.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said the European coun-
tries should “stand behind their commitments” and impose “automatic 
sanctions” on Iran.

Iran amasses more enriched uranium 
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U.S. President Donald Trump speaks with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman during family photo session with other leaders and 
attendees at the G20 leaders summit in Osaka, Japan, June 28, 2019. REU-
TERS/Kevin Lamarque TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Madonna performs at the 2019 Pride Island concert during New York City Pride in New 
York City

Honduras May 31, 2019. REUTERS/Jorge Cabrera TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Colonial flag of Hong Kong is displayed inside a chamber after protesters broke into the Leg-
islative Council building during the anniversary of Hong Kong’s handover to China in Hong 
Kong
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Tennis - Wimbledon - All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, London, Britain - July 1, 2019 Cori 
Gauff of the U.S. in action during her first round match against Venus Williams of the U.S. REUTERS/
Toby Melville

Soccer Football - Africa Cup of Nations 2019 - Group D - South Africa v Morocco - Al 
Salam Stadium, Cairo, Egypt - July 1, 2019 Morocco fans after the match REUTERS/
Amr Abdallah Dalsh

FILE PHOTO: Former Canadian Olympians, rower Marnie McBean (R) and down-
hill ski racer Steve Podborski, carry torches during a Canadian Olympic Committee 
ceremony in Vancouver, British Columbia May 10, 2013. REUTERS/Andy Clark/
File Photo

A Darjeeling Himalayan Railway steam train, which runs on a 2 foot gauge railway and is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, passes by a market in Ghum

Trump meets with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un at DMZ on border of North and South Korea
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 (Illustration/S.Grillo/Axios)

States Need New Traffic  
 Laws For Self-Driving Cars

States are scrambling to figure out how 
to govern vehicles in an age of automated 
driving, when cars and drivers will have 
different levels of control over driving.
Why it matters: Autonomous ve-
hicles will create new traffic risks, espe-
cially during the long transition period 
when there will be both AVs and driv-
er-operated vehicles on the road. 
•The federal government has signaled 
that states should continue to be respon-
sible for setting rules of the road, even 
when machines are doing the driving.
•That comes with a host of thorny issues 
for states — from how to license auto-
mated drivers to how to rewrite outdated 
traffic laws.

What’s happening: Organizations 
like the Governors Highway Safety As-
sociation and the American Association 
of Motor Vehicle Administrators are 
working with AV developers and others 
to help states tackle these issues.
•This week (May 8), GHSA and State 
Farm will convene a panel of experts to 
develop recommendations for how states 
can adapt their traffic safety programs 
for AVs.
•In 2018, AAMVA published guidelines 
for states on vehicle registration; driver 
training, testing and licensing; traffic law 
enforcement, and emergency response.
A committee of the Uniform Law Com-
mission is drafting an AV law that would 
address many of the same issues.
The Harvard Kennedy School is bring-
ing regional experts together for a series 
of AV policy scrums, as Colleen Quinn 
writes below for Axios Expert Voices.
The big picture: About 20 states 
and the District of Columbia are prepar-
ing for fully automated vehicles by en-
acting legislation, creating task forces or 

conducting research, says GHSA.

But even those efforts don’t begin to 
address the multitude of traffic safety is-
sues that will occur when AVs begin to 
share the roads with human-driven vehi-
cles, Hedlund says.
And most states are doing nothing, a 
2018 GHSA study found. 

The potential traffic issues:

•AVs are programmed to obey speed 
limits, but prevailing traffic often moves 
faster.
•AVs need to adapt to local driving cus-
toms like the “Pittsburgh left” (letting 
the first left-turning vehicle stopped at a 
traffic light turn ahead of oncoming traf-
fic when the light turns green).
•Level 4 AVs will stop operating if their 
narrowly defined operating rules no lon-
ger apply (think sudden snow squall). 
States need to decide whether only pas-
sengers with a valid driver’s license can 
ride.
•Can a Level 4 AV legally serve as a des-
ignated driver to carry passengers home 
from the bar? Would its occupants be 
subject to impaired driving laws?
•States must also decide if distracted 
driving laws would apply to passengers 

in a Level 3 or 4 AV.

The bottom line: “States need to 
to step up to the plate and get involved, 
because AVs will happen and they will 
come to your state, if only for interstate 
truck platooning. So you’d better get 
ready for them,” says Hedlund. (Courte-
sy axios.com)

Related
Tesla says it will roll out robo-
taxis in U.S. next year
Tesla plans to introduce self-driving taxis 

in some U.S. cities next year, CEO Elon 
Musk announced on Monday at a com-
pany event for investors, during which 
it also unveiled a new chip to power its 
autonomous driving system.

The big picture: Tesla has long 
proclaimed its ambition to operate fleets 
of self-driving taxis. But limitations of 
the company’s currently available au-
tonomous driving tech — along with 
well-publicized accidents involving the 
limited self-driving technology its cars 
currently offer — raise questions about 
Tesla’s aggressive timeline.
What’s new: At the event, Tesla un-
veiled a new proprietary chip at the cen-
ter of its autonomous driving tech that it 
designed on its own for the first time, and 
said it’s already working on the device’s 
next iteration. Previously, Tesla had been 
using Nvidia chips.
•“All Tesla cars being produced right 
now have everything necessary for full 
self driving — all you need to do is im-
prove the software,” said Musk of the 
new chip. He told investors they’d be 
able to test-drive cars with the improved 
software later during the event.
•Musk’s acknowledgment of the need 
for improved software is also a nod to 
the limits of Tesla’s current autonomous 
driving system, which cannot currently 
handle all aspects of the road without hu-
man intervention.
•What’s next: Tesla is scheduled to 
release its latest earnings report Wednes-
day, with analysts expecting disappoint-
ing financial results. (Courtesy axios.
com) 

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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The introduction of 5G mobile phone net-
works could seriously affect weather fore-
casters’ ability to predict major storms.
That is the stark warning of meteorologists 
around the world, who say the next-gener-
ation wireless system now being rolled out 
across the globe is likely to disrupt the del-
icate satellite instruments they use to moni-
tor changes in the atmosphere.
The result will be impaired forecasts, poorer 
warnings about major storms, and loss of 
life, they say.
“The way 5G is being introduced could 
seriously compromise our ability to fore-
cast major storms,” said Tony McNally of 
the European Centre for Medium-Range 
Weather Forecasts in Reading, Pennsylvaia. 
“In the end it could make the difference be-
tween life and death. We are very concerned 
about this.”

5G boxes are being attached to street 
signs across America.

The crisis facing the world’s meteorologists 
stems from the fact that the radio frequen-
cies the new 5G networks will use could 
contaminate critical Earth observations 
made by weather satellites.
Instruments onboard the satellites peer 
down into the atmosphere and study vari-
ables such as water vapour, rain, snow, 
cloud cover and ice content – all crucial 
factors that influence our weather.
One example is the 23.8 gigahertz (GHz) 
frequency. Water vapor emits a faint signal 
at this specific natural wavelength, and this 
data is monitored and measured by weather 

satellites. Forecasters then use this informa-
tion to work out how a storm or weather 
system is likely to develop.
Such data is critical to our ability to make 
forecasts,” said Niels Bormann, also of the 
Reading weather centre. “They are a unique 
natural resource, and if we lose this capabil-
ity, weather forecasts will get significantly 
worse.”

A 5G box attached to a pole on the Las 
Vegas Strip, just one block from Caesar’s 
Palace.
The problem is that some 5G phone net-
works may transmit near a frequency sim-
ilar to that emitted by water vapor, and so 
would produce a signal that looks very like 
the  presence of water vapor in the atmo-
sphere.
“We would not be able to tell the difference 
and so would have to discard that data,” 
added Bormann. “That would seriously 
compromise our ability to make accurate 
forecasts.”
The urgency of the problem is underlined by 
the fact that US Federal Communications 
Commission and similar agencies in other 
countries have already started to auction 
off frequencies close to the 23.8 GHz fre-
quency to future 5G network providers. In 
addition, other bands that are used to probe 
our weather include the 36-37 GHz band, 
which is used to study rain and snow; the 
50 GHz band, which is used to measure at-
mospheric temperature; and the 86-92 Ghz 
band, which helps to analyze cloud and ice.

A 5G box high on a pole near Boston’s 
Fenway Park.
All these contain sections of waveband that 
are being auctioned off in the US. It remains 
to be seen if other nations will follow suit 
and sell these frequencies in their own coun-

tries over coming months. The issue is set to 
be debated at a global conference in Egypt 
later this year.
Forecasters say the US move has already 
compromised their ability to collect data, 
and promise to lobby other nations to limit 
use of crucial frequencies to preserve their 
ability to provide accurate forecasts. They 
accuse phone operators of ransacking the 
radio spectrum for wavelengths to exploit, 
and regulators of failing to protect the nat-
ural frequencies vital for Earth observation 
from space.                                                                     
“The more we lose, the greater the impact 
will be,” states meteorologist Jordan Gerth 
of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, in 
the current issue of Nature. “This is a global 
problem.” (Courtesy https://www.theguard-
ian.com)

Related
5G Health Effects: Dangers Of New 
Wireless Technology 

5G, the next-generation mobile wireless 
technology, will create the always-on, al-
ways-connected wireless world long-sought 
by the wide-eyed champions of this tech-
nology. It will infuse billions of connected 
devices, which will ceaselessly emit and 
receive wireless signals as they work to sat-
isfy users all around the world.
The electromagnetic radiation from the 
hundreds of billions of 5G-connected devic-
es will bombard the entire planet and most 
every human on it every second of every 
day. And herein lies the problem, say critics 
of 5G concerned about the health hazards of 
this new technology.
5G is a health risk, they contend, and a 
mounting number of studies seem to prove 
this point.
This new tech took its biggest leap forward 
in April when South Korea proudly boast-
ed to the world that it had become the first 
country to deploy a nationwide 5G network. 
Samsung then revealed the world’s first 5G 
mobilephone, the Samsung Galaxy S10 5G.

The United States plans to roll out nation-
wide 5G networks over the next few years. 
China wants to beat the U.S. to this land-
mark while the 27 countries in the Europe-
an Union will deploy the tech by the next 
decade.
5G will be everywhere by the 2020s, and so 
will be its health dangers. For a start, getting 
5G to become ubiquitous will mean build-
ing new cell towers, millions and millions 
of them. These towers bring with them all 
the health risks associated with overexpo-
sure to electromagnetic radiation.
The preliminary results of a the $25 mil-
lion National Toxicology Program study 
released in 2016 found a link between cell 
phone radiation and cancer. It also found an 
increased risk of radiation exposure beyond 
what’s deemed safe by the U.S. govern-
ment.
Critics of 5G and its health dangers admit 
a lot of research needs to be done before 
they can definitely say cell phone radiation 
causes cancer. But the question they pose 
is: “Should humans be guinea pigs in the 
meantime?”

A 5G box attached to a lamp pole at the 
corner of East 57th Street, close to Times 

Square in New York City.
“I don’t think it’s clear that there are health 
risks, but it’s also not clear that there are no 
health risks,” said Dr Leeka Kheifets, PhD, 
an epidemiology professor at UCLA.
According to a 2018 study published in 
the journal Health Physics, extremely fast 
bursts of data transfers on a device as the 
result of 5G technology might lead to the 
heating of skin tissue in exposed people 
under current safety guidelines. (Courtesy 
https://www.medicaldaily.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

5G Signal Could Jam Satellites That  
Provide Weather Forecasting

Super Fast Mobile System ‘Will Put Lives At Risk’

Forecasters may no longer be able to predict and warn against 
storms which last year dumped heavy snow on cities on the 

East Coast of the U.S. (Photo/ Humphreys/PA)
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