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Mueller says he did not exonerate 
Trump as Republicans assail inquiry
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The hearings, with Mueller facing a rapid-fire succession 
of questions and sometimes struggling with his answers 
or sidestepping queries, appeared to do little to move the 
Democrats who control the House of Representatives 
closer to launching the impeachment process to try to 
remove Trump from office even as he seeks re-election in 
2020.
Mueller spent 22 months investigating what he concluded 
was Russian interference in a “sweeping and systematic 
fashion” in the 2016 U.S. election to help Trump and 
the president’s conduct. The hearings before the House 
Judiciary Committee and House Intelligence Committee 
unfolded over seven hours, from start to finish.
Democrats who wanted Mueller to bolster their case for 
impeachment or provide game-changing testimony about 
the president and Republicans who wanted to show that 
the investigation was a politically motivated hit job on 
Trump engineered by his enemies may have come away 
frustrated.
Mueller, a reluctant witness who appeared only after 
being subpoenaed, often gave terse responses like “I can’t 
speak to that” and “I’m not going to get into that,” and “It 
is beyond my purview,” or merely referred lawmakers to 
the text of his investigative report.
Highlights from former U.S. special counsel Mueller’s 
testimony
Mueller did not subpoena Trump to expedite end of probe
See more stories
The White House painted Mueller’s testimony as a “di-
saster” for Democrats. During the hearings, Trump posted 
tweets from others that said Mueller was cowering and 
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During a day of some-
times dramatic high-
stakes political theater, 
the former FBI director 
answered questions 
publicly for the first time 
on his inquiry in back-
to-back hearings, with 
Democrats and Repub-
licans taking familiar 
positions at a time of 
deep partisan divisions 
in the United States.

that the Russia inquiry was a hoax. Mueller specifical-
ly rejected that the matter was a hoax.
“The American people understand that this issue is 
over. They also understand that the case is closed,” 
Trump lawyer Jay Sekulow said.
The Judiciary Committee’s Democratic chairman, Jerr-
old Nadler, praised Mueller and said no one, including 
Trump, was “above the law.” The Intelligence Com-
mittee’s Democratic chairman, Adam Schiff, accused 
Trump’s 2016 campaign of “disloyalty to country” for 
inviting, encouraging and making full use of Russian 
election meddling.
But Trump’s Republican allies on the committees tried 
to paint Mueller’s investigation as unfair to the presi-
dent, with Louie Gohmert heatedly telling the decorat-
ed Vietnam War veteran and longtime federal prose-
cutor: “You perpetuated injustice” and conservative 
congressman Guy Reschenthaler calling the manner in 
which the inquiry was conducted “un-American.”
“Welcome, everyone, to the last gasp of the Russian 
collusion conspiracy theory,” said Devin Nunes, the 
Intelligence Committee’s top Republican.
Mueller’s 448-page report, released in redacted form 
on April 18, did not reach a conclusion on whether 
Trump committed the crime of obstruction of justice in 
a series of actions aimed at impeding the inquiry, but 
did not exonerate him. The report also said the inquiry 
found insufficient evidence to establish that Trump and 
his campaign engaged in a criminal conspiracy with 
Russia.

Mueller caused confusion when he testified while 
being questioned by Democratic Representative 
Ted Lieu during the first hearing that he would have 
sought to indict Trump were it not for a Justice 
Department policy against bringing criminal charges 
against a sitting president. But hours later at the out-
set of the second hearing, Mueller corrected himself.
“As we say in the report and as I said at the opening, 
we did not reach a determination as to whether the 
president committed a crime,” Mueller said.
Trump has said the Mueller inquiry resulted in the 
president’s “complete and total exoneration.”
“Did you actually totally exonerate the president?” 
Nadler asked Mueller during the first hearing.
“No,” Mueller replied.
Mueller, accused by Trump of heading a “witch 
hunt” and trying to orchestrate a “coup” against the 
Republican president, said his inquiry was conducted 
in “a fair and independent manner” and that members 
of the special counsel’s team “were of the highest 
integrity.”
“It is not a witch hunt,” Mueller added.
Former Special Counsel Robert Mueller testifies 
before the House Intelligence Committee at a hearing 
on the Office of Special Counsel’s investigation into 
Russian Interference in the 2016 Presidential Elec-
tion on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S., July 24, 
2019. REUTERS/Leah Millis
Trump has accused Mueller of having conflicts of 
interest, 

including saying Mueller wanted the president to 
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Facebook Inc will 
pay a record-breaking $5 billion fine to resolve 
a government probe into its privacy practices 
and the social media giant will restructure its 
approach to privacy, the U.S. Federal Trade Com-
mission said on Wednesday.
The probe uncovered a wide range of privacy 
issues. It was triggered last year by allegations 
that Facebook violated a 2012 consent decree by 
inappropriately sharing information belonging 
to 87 million users with the now-defunct British 
political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica. 
The consultancy’s clients included President 
Donald Trump’s 2016 election campaign.
The FTC voted 3-2 along party lines to adopt the 
settlement, which requires court approval. The 
Republican commissioners called the settlement 
“a complete home run” that exceeded any award 
the commission could have gotten in court. 
Democratic commissioners said it did not go far 
enough or require a large enough fine.
Republican FTC Chairman Joe Simons stressed 
the FTC’s limited authority and desire to avoid a 
long uncertain court fight.
“Would it have been nice to get more, to get $10 
billion, instead of $5 billion for example, to get 
greater restrictions on how Facebook collects 
uses and shares data?” he asked at a press confer-
ence. “We did not have those options. We cannot 
impose such things by our own fiat.”
Facebook confirmed it would pay the $5 billion 
fine and said the FTC deal would provide “a 
comprehensive new framework for protecting 
people’s privacy.” Its share price fell about 1% on 
Wednesday morning to trade at $200.39.
Democratic FTC Commissioner Rohit Chopra 
complained that the penalty provided “blanket 
immunity” for Facebook executives “and no real 
restraints on Facebook’s business model” and 
does “not fix the core problems that led to these 
violations.”

Facebook to pay record $5 billion U.S. fine 
over privacy violations; critics call it a bargain

Facebook agreed to pay an additional $100 mil-
lion to settle allegations that it misled investors 
about the seriousness of its misuse of users’ data, 
the Securities and Exchange Commission said.
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Chairman Joe 
Simons announces that Facebook Inc has agreed 
to a settlement of allegations it mishandled 
user privacy during a news conference at FTC 
Headquarters in Washington, U.S., July 24, 2019. 
REUTERS/Yuri Gripas
Under the FTC settlement, Facebook’s board will 
create an independent privacy committee that 
removes “unfettered control by Facebook CEO 
Mark Zuckerberg over decisions affecting user 
privacy.”
Facebook also agreed to exercise greater over-
sight over third-party apps, and said it was 
ending access to friend data for Microsoft Corp 
and Sony Corp.
The Republican majority on the FTC said the 
settlement “significantly diminishes Mr. Zuck-
erberg’s power — something no government 
agency, anywhere in the world, has thus far 
accomplished.”
Under the deal, Zuckerberg and other Facebook 
executives must sign quarterly certifications 
attesting to privacy practices. The FTC said 
Zuckerberg or others filing a false certification 
could face civil and criminal penalties.
Facebook also is barred from asking for email 
passwords to other services when consum-
ers sign up. It is barred from using telephone 
numbers for advertising if they are obtained in 
a security feature like two-factor authentication. 
The company must also get user consent to use 
facial recognition data.
Facebook said it may find additional problems 
as it initiates a review of its systems and warned 
it will take longer to roll out updates as it plans 
to use “hundreds of engineers and more than a 
thousand people across our company to do this 
important work.”

Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Chairman Joe Simons announces that Facebook Inc has agreed 
to a settlement of allegations it mishandled user privacy during a news conference at FTC Head-
quarters in Washington, U.S., July 24, 2019. REUTERS/Yuri Gripas



Britain’s new Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, enters Downing Street, in Lon-
don

Cycling - Tour de France - The 200-km Stage 17 from Pont du Gard to Gap - July 24, 2019 
- Mitchelton-Scott rider Matteo Trentin of Italy wins the stage. REUTERS/Gonzalo Fuentes 
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House Judiciary Committee Chairman Nadler at hearing on the Mueller Report on Capitol Hill 
in Washington
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Editor’s Choice

Mueller testifies on investigation into election interference before House Committees

Demonstrators attend a protest against President Aleksandar Vucic and his government 
in central Belgrade

People cool off in the sea on a hot summer day as a ferry sails past the beach in 
Sangatte

The banner reads: ‘Equal wages, equal maternity leave, right now!’ Maud Lervik/
Ritzau Scanpix/via REUTERS ATTENTION EDITORS - THIS IMAGE WAS 

Boris Johnson arrives at Buckingham Palace in London for an audience with Queen Elizabeth 
II, in London

Former Special Counsel Robert Mueller testifies before House Judiciary Committee in Washington
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COMMUNITY

Christopher C. Kraft Jr. — NASA’s first 
flight director and a legendary scien-
tist who helped build the nation’s space 
program — died Monday, just two days 
after the world celebrated the historic 
Apollo 11 walk on the moon. He was 95.
The late Apollo 11 astronaut Neil Arm-
strong once said Kraft was “the ‘control’ 
in mission control.”

In this 1969 photo, (left to right) Chris-
topher Kraft, George Low and Robert 
Gilruth are shown in Mission Control 

at the Johnson Space Center.
During an era with no calculators and 
only rudimentary computers, Kraft es-
sentially built NASA’s mission control to 

manage human operations in space. As 
the agency’s sole flight director, with a 
simple black-and-white monitor and lis-
tening to eight different communications 
loops, he had the final say for NASA’s 
first five manned missions, including 
the Mercury flights of Alan Shepard and 
John Glenn.
As NASA scrambled to catch the Soviet 
Union in space during the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, Kraft wrote mission rules 
and operating procedures for America’s 
early forays into space. Later, during the 
Gemini program, Kraft recruited and 
developed a team of flight directors, al-
lowing him to move into planning for the 
Apollo moon mission.
“Dr. Kraft is one of the founding fathers 
of the space age,” Wayne Hale, a flight 
director for more than three dozen shut-
tle missions, and later the space shuttle 
program manager, said previously. “He 
was one of the indispensable men that 
made Apollo happen. He invented flight 
directing out of thin air and created this 
whole new enterprise in such a way that 
we still follow the model he set.”

This undated photo shows flight di-
rector Christopher Kraft, foreground, 
and (L-R, in suits) John D. Hodge, 
chief of the flight control division, and 
Glynn Lunney, flight director at Cape 

Kennedy.
On Monday afternoon, Hale tweeted out, 
“A giant has left us: Chris Kraft is one 
with the ages.”
He is survived by his wife of 68 years, 
Betty Anne (Turnbull) Kraft, and two 
children, Gordon and Kristi-Anne.

A quirk of history
Born Feb. 28, 1924, in Virginia, Kraft 
received an auspicious name for some-
one who would lead America into un-
discovered frontiers. He was named for 
his father, who had been born just be-
fore Columbus Day in 1892. He became 
Christopher Columbus Kraft Jr.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in aero-
nautical engineering from Virginia Poly-
technic Institute, now known as Virginia 
Tech, and State University in 1944.

Personnel in Mission Control during 
Gemini 6 and 7 rendezvous celebrate 
with the traditional ‘lighting of the 
cigar.’ Christopher C. Kraft Jr. com-
pletes his notes by congratulating as-
tronaut Gordon Cooper Jr. and Dr. 

Robert R. Gilruth.
But for a quirk of history, he might never 
have ended up at NASA. He initially ac-

cepted a job offer from Chance Vought, 
an aircraft company that specialized in 
fighter planes for the U.S. Navy. But his 
birth certificate was delayed, causing 
his hiring to be put off, and instead he 
accepted a job at Langley Aeronautical 
Laboratory of the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics, the prede-
cessor to NASA.
Then in 1958, he became one of the 
first 35 members of NASA’s Space Task 
Group planning Project Mercury — the 
country’s first human space flight effort. 
He designed the Apollo-era mission 
control room and shaped the concept of 
flight operations there.
Kraft was there in January 1961 when 
the first chimpanzee, Ham, was launched 
into space; he was there in May 1961 
when Shepard became the first American 
in space; and he was there in February 
1962 when Glenn became the first man 
to orbit the Earth.

Chris Kraft places his arm around his 
wife, Betty (Turnbull) Kraft’s back at 
their home on Friday, Feb. 22, 2019, 
in Clear Lake. Chris Kraft is NASA’s 
first mission control flight director. 
They have been married almost 69 
years at the time of his death on Mon-

day, July 22, 2019.
And in July 1969, Kraft helped guide 
Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin’s touchdown on the moon.
“I always felt like it was my responsi-
bility to provide a safe return for the as-
tronaut,” he told the Chronicle in 2016. 
“That was my prime responsibility.”
Between 1969 and 1972 12 men walked 
on the moon — and Kraft helped them 

all from the Lone Star State. 
A great visionary’

Despite all his accolades, Kraft told the 
Chronicle that he “was no brilliant engi-
neer.”
“I was a do-it guy,” he said. “I was a can-
do guy.”
That’s certainly not how most people 
saw him, however.
“He seemed to have a sense of how to 
explain things: He was a great briefer,” 
Lunney said in 2018.
In 1972, Kraft became director of the 
entire Johnson Space Center, where mis-
sion control is located and where the na-
tion’s astronaut corps lives and trains. He 
served in that role until 1982, when he 
retired from the agency.

In this July 5, 2011 picture, NASA 
Mission Control founder Chris Kraft                                
stands in the old Mission Control at 

Johnson Space Center in Houston. 
The mission control building on the 
Johnson campus was named after him in 
2011. At an April 2011 ceremony nam-
ing the building, then-Houston center 
director Michael Coats called Kraft a 
“space pioneer.”
“Without (him) we’d never have heard 
those historic words on the surface of 
the moon, ‘Houston, Tranquility base 
here. The Eagle has landed,’” Coats said. 
“Those words effectively put Houston, 
and this building behind us, on the inter-
galactic map forever.” (Courtesy https://
www.houstonchronicle.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Legendary NASA Flight Director
Chris Kraft Has Died At 95

Christopher C. Kraft, Gemini flight director, appears in a relaxed, confident 
mood as he sits at the console in Mission Control at Manned Spacecraft Center 
— now named the Johnson Space Center — in Houston on Dec. 7, 1965 while 
receiving reports on the flight of Gemini 7, the orbital flight of Lt. Col. Frank 
Borman and Commander James A. Lovell. (Photo/NASA/via AP Wirephoto)
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BUSINESS

Public and private space enterprises are 
aiming to extract water from the Moon, 
which they hope to turn into rocket fuel to 
fly missions farther into our solar system. 
However, it’s not yet clear how much water 
is available on or below the lunar surface.
Why it matters: If NASA and others 
can extract water from the Moon, it would 
change exploration as we know it.
•Heavy rocket fuel would no longer have to 
be launched from Earth. Instead, resources 
from the Moon would effectively supply a 
stopover where spacecraft could fuel up for 
farther afield missions.
•That lunar water could be broken apart into 
oxygen and hydrogen, two elements needed 
for rocket fuel today.
•The fuel could then be transported to a de-
pot in orbit that’s easily accessible for ships 
that need to fill up before flying into deeper 
space.
While scientists are pretty sure there’s some 
water on the Moon, it’s still not clear how 
much or whether it could be accessed easily 
and used as fuel.
What’s happening: NASA plans to send 
astronauts to the south pole of the Moon in 
2024 as part of its Artemis mission.

•It’s been dawning on the scientific commu-
nity slowly, since the early 1960s, that the 
lunar poles might provide such an [ice-rich] 
environment,” Ian Crawford of Birkbeck, 
University of London told Axios.
•The craters in the poles are thought to be 
potentially rich in ice — 100 million to 1 
billion metric tons, according to some es-
timates — because they are permanently 
in shadow. But scientists still don’t know 
much about the ice that might be there.
NASA plans to find out how much ice is 
on the Moon in the coming years, with new 
missions like the Lunar Flashlight space-
craft expected to launch in 2020.
•If water is found and the agency can learn 
how to harvest it, NASA could potentially 
go on to mine resources from other bod-
ies — like Mars, which would make mis-

sions to and from the Red Planet easier and 
cheaper.
Mining on Earth is already incredibly dif-
ficult, with equipment parts that constantly 
need to be changed out. Mining elsewhere 
in the solar system will likely be even more 
challenging.
•Mining operations would also require large 
amounts of power, so that kind of infrastruc-
ture would need to be put in place on the 
Moon as well.
•“The dose of realism is huge,” says Clive 
Neal, an engineering professor at Notre 
Dame and organizer of a recent workshop 
about resource utilization on the Moon.

Flashback:The LCROSS experiment 
slammed into the Moon in 2009 as the Lu-
nar Reconnaissance Orbiter watched, catch-
ing a glimpse of water spewing from the im-
pact site in a permanently shadowed crater.
•While the presence of that small amount of 
water is promising, it was just one sample 
from one area.
Where it stands: In addition to NASA, 
some private spaceflight companies, like 
Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin, are focusing efforts 
on lunar water.
•The company’s Blue Moon lander is ex-
pected to one day be fueled by hydrogen 
and oxygen extracted from water found on 
the Moon.
•“Ultimately, we’re going to be able to get 
hydrogen from that water on the Moon and 
be able to refuel these vehicles on the sur-
face of the Moon,” Bezos said in May at a 
press event unveiling Blue Moon.

Related
NASA, Jeff Bezos and others envision the 
Moon as a place to harvest water that can 
be broken down for rocket fuel and used for 

missions deeper into space.
•That fuel, in theory, would eventually be 
cheaper to make in space than propellant 
launched from Earth.
•Platinum and other rare metals could also 
lie beneath the Moon’s surface and poten-
tially be mined in the future.
•To make that happen, the lunar surface 
needs to be prospected and infrastructure 
— roads, launch pads and power — would 
have to be set up to support permanent hu-
man operations.
•That exploration and development phase 
is expensive and creates an opportunity for 
companies.

Blue Origin founder Jeff Bezos
The driver is government money and sup-
port. That will likely be the case for at least 
the next 10–15 years, says industry analyst 
Carissa Christensen of Bryce Space and 
Technology.
•“The interest and intellectual investment 
in ISRU is more than what you might think 
based on the bottom line economics of what 
a lunar economy might be in the near term,” 
she says.
NASA — which plans to land people on 
the Moon by 2024 — is already awarding 
contracts for the private development of ro-
botic lunar landers and concept studies for 
landing systems that could help perform 
research and bring people down to the sur-
face.
•So far, NASA has awarded one Gateway 
contract to Maxar to build the propulsion 
element.
•The agency is also exploring whether 
private companies like Lockheed Martin, 
Boeing and Sierra Nevada can help to build 
its Gateway — a small station around the 
Moon that will be used to stage missions 

down to the surface.
•Some of the world’s top researchers in 
lunar ISRU — in situ, or on site, resource 
utilization — outlined what the Moon has 
to offer in the way of markets and products, 
at a workshop at the Universities Space Re-
search Association headquarters this week.

Blue Origin’s “Blue Moon” lunar lander.
There are still open questions about what re-
sources are on the Moon, the scale and price 
point of Moon-made fuel that warrants 
investment and, aside from governments, 
what the long-term market would be for 
products and services.
•And there are cautionary tales about the 
difficulties of doing business in space.
•But optimists like investor Chad Anderson 
of Space Angels say that market is unlim-
ited.
•He points to Astrobotic, which received a 
NASA contract to build a lunar lander, but 
also has revenue in the form of a sponsor-
ship from DHL and media companies that 
want to broadcast video from the surface of 
the Moon                          
• “The mission of ISRU is to sustain life, 
not make a profit,” says Clive Neal, an 
engineering professor at the University of 
Notre Dame and organizer of this week’s 
workshop.                                                                                                                
•ISRU’s proponents say the real value is its 
potential role in allowing us to not only take 
ourselves off our home planet but thrive 
there, in an entirely new niche for human 
life. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Amazon Annouces Free One-Day 
Shipping With Prime Membership Mining Water On The Moon    

For Rocket Fuel? It’s In NASA’s 
“Game Plan.”

Illustration: Axios.com
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