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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday handed President Donald 
Trump a victory by letting his administration redirect $2.5 billion in money approved by 
Congress for the Pentagon to help build his promised wall along the U.S.-Mexico border 
even though lawmakers refused to provide funding.
The conservative-majority court on a 5-4 vote with the court’s liberals in dissent blocked 
in full a ruling by a federal judge in California barring the Republican president from 
spending the money on the basis that Congress did not specifically authorize the funds to 
be spent on the wall project fiercely opposed by Democrats and Mexico’s government.
“Wow! Big VICTORY on the Wall. The United States Supreme Court overturns lower 
court injunction, allows Southern Border Wall to proceed. Big WIN for Border Security 
and the Rule of Law!” Trump tweeted just minutes after the court acted.
A brief order explaining the court’s decision said the government “made a sufficient 
showing” that the groups challenging the decision did not have grounds to bring a lawsuit.
“Today’s decision to permit the diversion of military funds for border wall construc-
tion will wall off and destroy communities, public lands, and waters in California, New 
Mexico, and Arizona,” said Gloria Smith, an attorney with environmental group the Sierra 
Club, which sued to block the funds.
In a highly unusual move, Trump on Feb. 15 declared a national emergency in a bid to 
fund the wall without congressional approval, an action Democrats said exceeded his 
powers under the U.S. Constitution and usurped the authority of Congress.
The administration has said it plans to redirect $6.7 billion from the Departments of De-
fense and Treasury toward wall construction under the emergency declaration after failing 
to convince Congress to provide the money, including the $2.5 billion in Pentagon fund-
ing. Congress earlier failed to provide $5.7 billion in wall funding demanded by Trump 
in a showdown in which the president triggered a 35-day partial shutdown of the federal 
government that ended in January.
The administration said a court decision was needed quickly because it needs to spend the 
money before the end of September, when the federal government’s fiscal year ends.
Trump made the border wall a major 2016 campaign promise. The wall is part of his hard-
line immigration policies that are central to his 2020 re-election bid. Trump has said the 
wall is needed to curb illegal immigration and drug trafficking across the southern border. 
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A police officer salutes as late former U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens lies in 
repose in the Great Hall of the Supreme Court in Washington

Elon Musk’s Boring Co raises about 
$117 million in latest funding round

(Reuters) - Elon Musk’s Boring Co raised about $117 million in its 
latest round of funding from 20 unnamed investors after offering to 
sell about $120 million in equity, the company disclosed in a regula-
tory filing on Friday.
The company had raised $112.5 million in equity in April last year, 
with Musk investing 90% of the amount, as the company seeks to 
build underground tunnels for hyperloop transportation project. (reut.
rs/2DIZwLJ)
Boring Co did not provide details on the funding.
Musk, who also leads electric-car maker Tesla Inc (TSLA.O) and 
rocket company SpaceX, has been seeking to revolutionize transpor-
tation by sending passengers packed into pods through an intercity 
system of giant, underground vacuum tubes known as the hyperloop.

In the past, Musk has sold Boring Co’s hats and flamethrowers to 
raise funds.

The company has completed its project Test Tunnel, located in 
Hawthorne, California, and other ongoing projects include the Chi-
cago Express Loop and the Las Vegas Convention Center Loop. (bit.
ly/2NenvXU) FILE PHOTO: A modified Tesla Model X drives into the tunnel entrance before an 

unveiling event for the Boring Co. Hawthorne test tunnel in Hawthorne, California, 
U.S., December 18, 2018. Robyn Beck/Pool via REUTERS
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) on Friday proposed 
a rule that would roll back protections for transgender 
patients under Obamacare, the second rule this month the 
agency has put forward to allow health care providers to 
deny services to them.

The landmark Affordable Care Act passed during the 
Obama administration, otherwise known as Obamacare, 
extended civil rights protections in healthcare to gender 
identity and the termination of a pregnancy. The agency’s 
Office of Civil Rights said it posted a proposed rule to roll 
back those provisions of the law.

“When Congress prohibited sex discrimination, it did so 
according to the plain meaning of the term, and we are 
making our regulations conform,” Roger Severino, head of 

U.S. health agency proposes reversing 
Obamacare transgender protections

the Office of Civil Rights, said on a call with reporters.

HHS said it has not enforced the protections since Decem-
ber 2016 after a federal court found they conflicted with a 
separate existing law.

Typically after HHS proposes a rule, there is a 60-day com-
ment period before the measure is finalized.
Earlier this month, the Office of Civil Rights released a final 
“conscience rule” allowing doctors, nurses and other health 
care workers to opt out of participating in or referring pro-
cedures with which they disagree, such as abortions, steril-
izations and the treatment of gay and transgender patients.

The Trump administration, including HHS, has sought to 
restrict access to abortion.

LGBTQ advocacy groups and Democratic-controlled states have 
decried the Trump administration’s efforts to erode protections for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer citizens.

“This move by the Trump administration is nothing less than an act 
of violence against those whose health care needs have historically 
been ignored, neglected, and dismissed,” Louise Melling, deputy legal 
director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said in a statement

Two dozen U.S. states and municipalities sued the Trump adminis-
tration earlier this week to stop the enforcement of the rule, which is 
almost certain to be challenged in court.

Severino, of the civil rights office, said the agency will still enforce 
civil rights protections on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
disability, age, and sex

Russia de-
tains more 
than 1,000 
people in 
opposition 
crackdown

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russian police round-
ed up more than 1,000 people in Moscow on 
Saturday in one of the biggest crackdowns of 
recent times against an increasingly defiant 
opposition decrying President Vladimir 
Putin’s tight grip on power.
The detentions came around a protest to de-
mand that opposition members be allowed 
to run in a local election. Authorities had 
declared it illegal and sought to block partic-
ipation, but several thousand people turned 
up anyway in one of the longest and most 
determined protests of recent years.
Chants of “Russia without Putin” and “Putin 
resign” echoed through central Moscow 
as guardsmen clad in riot gear beat back 
protesters with batons and roughly detained 
people.
At least one woman and a man appeared to 
have suffered serious head wounds.

Saturday’s events showed how activists and 
especially younger people remain intent on 
pressing to open Russia’s tightly-choreo-
graphed political system to competition.
Jailed opposition leader Alexei Navalny had 
called the protest to persuade officials to allow 
opposition-minded candidates to run in a Sept. 
8 vote.
Authorities say they were barred bcause they 
failed to collect sufficient genuine signatures in 
their support.
The opposition has no seats in parliament and 
is starved of air time on state TV where many 
Russians still get their news.
Opinion polls in the past have shown support 
for Navalny, a lawyer and anti-corruption ac-
tivist, only in the single digits. But backers note 
he won almost a third of the vote in a 2013 
Moscow mayoral race and say his movement 
could build momentum in the Russian capital 
if allowed to compete fairly.

Protesters take part at a rally calling for opposition candi-
dates to be registered for elections to Moscow City Duma, 
the capital's regional parliament, in Moscow, Russia July 
27, 2019. REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov



Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson looks at a woman’s mobile phone as 
he visits Birmingham, Britain July 26, 2019. Geoff Pugh/Pool via REUTERS 
TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A fire extinguisher is seen thrown at riot police during a protest against the Yuen Long 
attacks in Yuen Long, New Territories, Hong Kong, China July 27, 2019. REUTERS/Tyrone 
Siu TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Protest against an amendment to the Right to Information Act in New Delhi

A general view of stalls closed following yesterday’s volcanic eruption at the tourism 
area of Mount Tangkuban Parahu in the north of Bandung

Demonstrators march to protest against the Yuen Long attacks in Yuen Long

REUTERS/Christian Hartmann TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

The banner reads: ‘Equal wages, equal maternity leave, right now!’ Maud Lervik/

French President Emmanuel Macron consoles the widow of late Tunisian president Beji Caid 
Essebsi, former first lady Chadlia Saïda Farhat, as her son Hafedth Caid Essebsi (L) stands 
by, during the late president’s state funeral at the presidential palace in the capital’s eastern 
suburb of Carthage, Tunisia July 27, 2019. Fethi Belaid/Pool via REUTERS TPX IMAGES OF 

Swimming - 18th FINA World Swimming Championships - Men’s Water Polo Gold Medal Match - Spain vs 
Italy - Nambu University Grounds, Gwangju, South Korea - July 27, 2019. Team Italy celebrates after the match. 
REUTERS/Antonio Bronic TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas (AP) — The 
starting lineups are announced in En-
glish and Spanish at home games for the 
independent Texas AirHogs.
And then the Chinese national anthem is 
played.
For about 30 members of the Chinese 
national baseball team, the suburban 
ballpark a few miles west of downtown 
Dallas has become their summer home 
and training ground in an unprecedented 
setup.
They are a revolving part of the roster for 
a professional team in the United States, 
playing more games and against tougher 
competition while working to improve 
for future international events such as the 
upcoming Asian Games and 2020 Olym-
pics in Tokyo.
“The system that they’ve created here, 
where we work out in the morning, we’ve 
got weight training, the pitchers have a 
system where we throw on, the coaches 
have kind of set up a system that’s re-
ally helped them to be able to make the 
adjustment to play more games,” Sun Ji-
anzeng, a 26-year-old right-hander, said 
through a translator.
Chinese players who professionally back 

home would play only 20-30 games a 
season make up about two-thirds of the 
expanded roster for the American Asso-
ciation team now formally known as the 
AirHogs powered by Beijing Shougang 
Eagles. The players ranging in age from 
18 to 29 rotate on and off the active ros-
ter to play 6-7 games per week in one of 
the low-minor leagues not affiliated with 
Major League Baseball.

“It makes it workable, because we don’t 
want to wear these guys down,” said 
AirHogs manager John McLaren, a big 
league coach for three decades who has 
worked with Chinese teams since 2011.
Players not on the active roster for games 
go through early workouts at AirHogs 
Stadium, 10 minutes from the home 
ballpark of the Texas Rangers. There are 

conditioning and weight training drills 
that are new to the Chinese players.
“They’re trying to do something they’ve 
never done before, which is play this 
many games on a daily basis, and you 
throw into the fact that with the excep-
tion of maybe three or four pitchers, 
they’re physically and experienced-wise 
overmatched,” said Larry Hardy, a for-
mer Rangers pitching coach filling the 
same role for the AirHogs. “But they’re 
getting better.”
McLaren had a short stint managing Se-
attle in 2007-08 and was Washington’s 
interim manager for three games in 2011. 
He was on the Philadelphia Phillies staff 
the past two seasons.
He also managed China at the World 
Baseball Classic in 2013 and 2017. Over 
that time, there would be gaps of six or 
seven months when he wouldn’t even 
see the team — and players would barely 
play baseball. China has a 2-10 record in 
its four WBC appearances, getting out-
scored 102-18 in those games.

“These guys, I don’t think they’d ever 
played twice in a week,” McLaren said .
That changed when the Chinese Baseball 
Association made arrangement with the 
AirHogs, allowing them to focus on dai-
ly development.
They are now together all the time in a 
12-team league that stretches more than 
1,300 miles from Texas into Canada. The 
closest stop is Cleburne, Texas, where 
53-year-old former big league slugger 

Rafael Palmeiro is starring for the Rail-
roaders.
China’s only Olympic berth was in 2008, 
going 1-6 in group play after an automat-
ic berth as the host nation. That was the 
last time baseball was part of the Sum-
mer Games until its return two years 
from now in Japan.
The AirHogs are a league-worst 17-44 
this season, but player-coach Na Chuang 
said the team has progressed faster than 
expected, increasing the confidence of 
the Chinese players who will leave with 
McLaren and some of their national 
coaches for the Asian Games in Indone-
sia before the end of the 100-game Air-
Hogs season.

Kevin Joseph, who pitched in the ma-
jors briefly with the St. Louis Cardinals 
in 2002, is part of McLaren’s staff as an 
assistant coach and invaluable translator. 
He learned Mandarin while spending 
more than eight years teaching baseball 
to young people after a friend with con-
nections to baseball officials in China 
invited him there.
“The big need, I think, for China is they 
don’t play a lot of games. So for them to 
be able to come, and to learn the rhythm 
of a baseball lifestyle, play against bet-
ter competition, has been a great experi-
ence,” Joseph said. “The players have re-
ally meshed well with the Chinese guys, 
they love them.”
Joseph said hitters have changed the way 
they swing the bat, being more aggres-

sive and ready to hit pitches coming fast-
er than they’ve seen before.
For the pitchers, the emphasis has been 
on throwing more fastballs and fewer 
breaking balls. Hardy said the catch-
ers have started to understand what the 
coaches are looking for from pitchers.

“The level of play is a lot higher,” Jianz-
eng said. “You can make smallest mis-
takes, can be hurt here as a pitcher. ... 
Because you’re playing so many games, 
you’re learning about yourself as a pitch-
er, and you’re getting a lot more expe-
rience.”
There are the inevitable hiccups because 
of communication issues and culture dif-
ferences, including the style of play the 
Chinese players were used to, but Joseph 
said things have gone well overall.
“It’s fun just to watch them interact with 
everybody, and themselves, and show up 
every day, kidding and joking,” said Mc-
Laren, sitting in the coaches’ office next 
to a narrow room cramped with lockers. 
“It’s a clubhouse. They’re a different 
culture, speak a different language, but 
the laugh in the clubhouse is the same.” 
(Courtesy AP Sports)
  

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Texas Minor League Club
Chinese Baseball Team Takes 

Over Texas Minor League Club
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The U.S. Department of Justice said on 
Tuesday that it’s opening a broad antitrust 
review of big tech companies, sending 
shares of Amazon, Alphabet and Facebook 
lower in extended trading.
While the DOJ didn’t disclose specific com-
pany names, it’s launching the review based 
on “new Washington threats” from Face-
book, Google, Amazon and Apple, accord-
ing to a report by the Wall Street Journal. 
The agency will examine practices of online 
platforms that dominate internet search, so-
cial media and retail services, the DOJ said 
in a statement Tuesday.
The move is the strongest by Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr towards Big Tech, which 
faces increased scrutiny from both political 

parties because of the expanded market 
power the companies have and the tremen-
dous amount of consumer data they control. 
President Trump, a regular critic of Amazon 
and CEO Jeff Bezos, has claimed that Face-
book is biased against conservatives and 
recently agreed with an assessment by tech 
investor Peter Thiel that perhaps Google 
should be investigated for not working with 
the U.S. government on a cloud project.

Makan Delrahim is the assistant attor-
ney general who leads the Justice De-
partment’s Antitrust Division, which will 
conduct  a review of big tech companies. 

(Photo/Reuters)
The DOJ said in Tuesday’s release that it’s 
looking into competition, “stifled innova-
tion” and the impact on consumers.
“Without the discipline of meaningful mar-
ket-based competition, digital platforms 
may act in ways that are not responsive to 
consumer demands,” said Makan Delrahim, 
assistant Attorney General of the Justice 
Department’s antitrust division, in the state-
ment. “The Department’s antitrust review 
will explore these important issues.”
Shares of Facebook, Alphabet, and Amazon 
all fell more than 1% immediately after the 
announcement. Apple’s stock also dropped.

Representatives from Facebook and Apple 
declined to comment. 
In a June interview, Apple CEO Tim Cook 
said “I don’t think anybody reasonable is 
gonna come to the conclusion that Apple’s a 
monopoly,” because “we don’t have a dom-
inant position in any market.”
The effort aims to explore “widespread con-
cerns that consumers, businesses, and entre-
preneurs have expressed about search, so-
cial media, and some retail services online,” 
according to the agency. It did not mention 
any major tech giant by name, but its stated 
interests track closely with Google’s dom-
inance in search, Facebook’s leadership in 
social media and Amazon’s position as the 
country’s e-commerce leader. 
All three control vast amounts of data that 
give them an edge over smaller rivals, crit-
ics say. (Courtesy The Washington Post)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Amazon Annouces Free One-Day 
Shipping With Prime Membership Shares Of Alphabet, Facebook And Amazon

Fall With The Announcement
Dept. Of Justice Announces Broad 

Antitrust Review Of Big Tech
Overview

The DOJ is launching a broad examination into big tech companies over fresh 
anti-competitive concerns.

It’s the strongest move toward the tech industry by Attorney General William Barr, 
whose growing interest in the sector could deepen regulatory pressure.

Shares of Amazon, Facebook and Alphabet fall. 

Attorney General William Barr testifies before a Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee hearing on “The Justice Department’s investigation of Russian inter-
ference with the 2016 presidential election” on Capitol Hill in Washington, 

May 1, 2019. (Photo:/Reuters)
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Supreme Court on Friday handed President Donald 
Trump a victory by letting his administration redirect $2.5 billion in money approved by 
Congress for the Pentagon to help build his promised wall along the U.S.-Mexico border 
even though lawmakers refused to provide funding.
The conservative-majority court on a 5-4 vote with the court’s liberals in dissent blocked 
in full a ruling by a federal judge in California barring the Republican president from 
spending the money on the basis that Congress did not specifically authorize the funds to 
be spent on the wall project fiercely opposed by Democrats and Mexico’s government.
“Wow! Big VICTORY on the Wall. The United States Supreme Court overturns lower 
court injunction, allows Southern Border Wall to proceed. Big WIN for Border Security 
and the Rule of Law!” Trump tweeted just minutes after the court acted.
A brief order explaining the court’s decision said the government “made a sufficient 
showing” that the groups challenging the decision did not have grounds to bring a lawsuit.
“Today’s decision to permit the diversion of military funds for border wall construc-
tion will wall off and destroy communities, public lands, and waters in California, New 
Mexico, and Arizona,” said Gloria Smith, an attorney with environmental group the Sierra 
Club, which sued to block the funds.
In a highly unusual move, Trump on Feb. 15 declared a national emergency in a bid to 
fund the wall without congressional approval, an action Democrats said exceeded his 
powers under the U.S. Constitution and usurped the authority of Congress.
The administration has said it plans to redirect $6.7 billion from the Departments of De-
fense and Treasury toward wall construction under the emergency declaration after failing 
to convince Congress to provide the money, including the $2.5 billion in Pentagon fund-
ing. Congress earlier failed to provide $5.7 billion in wall funding demanded by Trump 
in a showdown in which the president triggered a 35-day partial shutdown of the federal 
government that ended in January.
The administration said a court decision was needed quickly because it needs to spend the 
money before the end of September, when the federal government’s fiscal year ends.
Trump made the border wall a major 2016 campaign promise. The wall is part of his hard-
line immigration policies that are central to his 2020 re-election bid. Trump has said the 
wall is needed to curb illegal immigration and drug trafficking across the southern border. 
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A police officer salutes as late former U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens lies in 
repose in the Great Hall of the Supreme Court in Washington

Elon Musk’s Boring Co raises about 
$117 million in latest funding round

(Reuters) - Elon Musk’s Boring Co raised about $117 million in its 
latest round of funding from 20 unnamed investors after offering to 
sell about $120 million in equity, the company disclosed in a regula-
tory filing on Friday.
The company had raised $112.5 million in equity in April last year, 
with Musk investing 90% of the amount, as the company seeks to 
build underground tunnels for hyperloop transportation project. (reut.
rs/2DIZwLJ)
Boring Co did not provide details on the funding.
Musk, who also leads electric-car maker Tesla Inc (TSLA.O) and 
rocket company SpaceX, has been seeking to revolutionize transpor-
tation by sending passengers packed into pods through an intercity 
system of giant, underground vacuum tubes known as the hyperloop.

In the past, Musk has sold Boring Co’s hats and flamethrowers to 
raise funds.

The company has completed its project Test Tunnel, located in 
Hawthorne, California, and other ongoing projects include the Chi-
cago Express Loop and the Las Vegas Convention Center Loop. (bit.
ly/2NenvXU) FILE PHOTO: A modified Tesla Model X drives into the tunnel entrance before an 

unveiling event for the Boring Co. Hawthorne test tunnel in Hawthorne, California, 
U.S., December 18, 2018. Robyn Beck/Pool via REUTERS
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) on Friday proposed 
a rule that would roll back protections for transgender 
patients under Obamacare, the second rule this month the 
agency has put forward to allow health care providers to 
deny services to them.

The landmark Affordable Care Act passed during the 
Obama administration, otherwise known as Obamacare, 
extended civil rights protections in healthcare to gender 
identity and the termination of a pregnancy. The agency’s 
Office of Civil Rights said it posted a proposed rule to roll 
back those provisions of the law.

“When Congress prohibited sex discrimination, it did so 
according to the plain meaning of the term, and we are 
making our regulations conform,” Roger Severino, head of 

U.S. health agency proposes reversing 
Obamacare transgender protections

the Office of Civil Rights, said on a call with reporters.

HHS said it has not enforced the protections since Decem-
ber 2016 after a federal court found they conflicted with a 
separate existing law.

Typically after HHS proposes a rule, there is a 60-day com-
ment period before the measure is finalized.
Earlier this month, the Office of Civil Rights released a final 
“conscience rule” allowing doctors, nurses and other health 
care workers to opt out of participating in or referring pro-
cedures with which they disagree, such as abortions, steril-
izations and the treatment of gay and transgender patients.

The Trump administration, including HHS, has sought to 
restrict access to abortion.

LGBTQ advocacy groups and Democratic-controlled states have 
decried the Trump administration’s efforts to erode protections for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer citizens.

“This move by the Trump administration is nothing less than an act 
of violence against those whose health care needs have historically 
been ignored, neglected, and dismissed,” Louise Melling, deputy legal 
director of the American Civil Liberties Union, said in a statement

Two dozen U.S. states and municipalities sued the Trump adminis-
tration earlier this week to stop the enforcement of the rule, which is 
almost certain to be challenged in court.

Severino, of the civil rights office, said the agency will still enforce 
civil rights protections on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
disability, age, and sex

Russia de-
tains more 
than 1,000 
people in 
opposition 
crackdown

MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russian police round-
ed up more than 1,000 people in Moscow on 
Saturday in one of the biggest crackdowns of 
recent times against an increasingly defiant 
opposition decrying President Vladimir 
Putin’s tight grip on power.
The detentions came around a protest to de-
mand that opposition members be allowed 
to run in a local election. Authorities had 
declared it illegal and sought to block partic-
ipation, but several thousand people turned 
up anyway in one of the longest and most 
determined protests of recent years.
Chants of “Russia without Putin” and “Putin 
resign” echoed through central Moscow 
as guardsmen clad in riot gear beat back 
protesters with batons and roughly detained 
people.
At least one woman and a man appeared to 
have suffered serious head wounds.

Saturday’s events showed how activists and 
especially younger people remain intent on 
pressing to open Russia’s tightly-choreo-
graphed political system to competition.
Jailed opposition leader Alexei Navalny had 
called the protest to persuade officials to allow 
opposition-minded candidates to run in a Sept. 
8 vote.
Authorities say they were barred bcause they 
failed to collect sufficient genuine signatures in 
their support.
The opposition has no seats in parliament and 
is starved of air time on state TV where many 
Russians still get their news.
Opinion polls in the past have shown support 
for Navalny, a lawyer and anti-corruption ac-
tivist, only in the single digits. But backers note 
he won almost a third of the vote in a 2013 
Moscow mayoral race and say his movement 
could build momentum in the Russian capital 
if allowed to compete fairly.

Protesters take part at a rally calling for opposition candi-
dates to be registered for elections to Moscow City Duma, 
the capital's regional parliament, in Moscow, Russia July 
27, 2019. REUTERS/Maxim Shemetov



Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson looks at a woman’s mobile phone as 
he visits Birmingham, Britain July 26, 2019. Geoff Pugh/Pool via REUTERS 
TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A fire extinguisher is seen thrown at riot police during a protest against the Yuen Long 
attacks in Yuen Long, New Territories, Hong Kong, China July 27, 2019. REUTERS/Tyrone 
Siu TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Warsaw holds gathering against violence towards LGBT community in Bialystok
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Protest against an amendment to the Right to Information Act in New Delhi

A general view of stalls closed following yesterday’s volcanic eruption at the tourism 
area of Mount Tangkuban Parahu in the north of Bandung

Demonstrators march to protest against the Yuen Long attacks in Yuen Long

REUTERS/Christian Hartmann TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

The banner reads: ‘Equal wages, equal maternity leave, right now!’ Maud Lervik/

French President Emmanuel Macron consoles the widow of late Tunisian president Beji Caid 
Essebsi, former first lady Chadlia Saïda Farhat, as her son Hafedth Caid Essebsi (L) stands 
by, during the late president’s state funeral at the presidential palace in the capital’s eastern 
suburb of Carthage, Tunisia July 27, 2019. Fethi Belaid/Pool via REUTERS TPX IMAGES OF 

Swimming - 18th FINA World Swimming Championships - Men’s Water Polo Gold Medal Match - Spain vs 
Italy - Nambu University Grounds, Gwangju, South Korea - July 27, 2019. Team Italy celebrates after the match. 
REUTERS/Antonio Bronic TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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COMMUNITY

GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas (AP) — The 
starting lineups are announced in En-
glish and Spanish at home games for the 
independent Texas AirHogs.
And then the Chinese national anthem is 
played.
For about 30 members of the Chinese 
national baseball team, the suburban 
ballpark a few miles west of downtown 
Dallas has become their summer home 
and training ground in an unprecedented 
setup.
They are a revolving part of the roster for 
a professional team in the United States, 
playing more games and against tougher 
competition while working to improve 
for future international events such as the 
upcoming Asian Games and 2020 Olym-
pics in Tokyo.
“The system that they’ve created here, 
where we work out in the morning, we’ve 
got weight training, the pitchers have a 
system where we throw on, the coaches 
have kind of set up a system that’s re-
ally helped them to be able to make the 
adjustment to play more games,” Sun Ji-
anzeng, a 26-year-old right-hander, said 
through a translator.
Chinese players who professionally back 

home would play only 20-30 games a 
season make up about two-thirds of the 
expanded roster for the American Asso-
ciation team now formally known as the 
AirHogs powered by Beijing Shougang 
Eagles. The players ranging in age from 
18 to 29 rotate on and off the active ros-
ter to play 6-7 games per week in one of 
the low-minor leagues not affiliated with 
Major League Baseball.

“It makes it workable, because we don’t 
want to wear these guys down,” said 
AirHogs manager John McLaren, a big 
league coach for three decades who has 
worked with Chinese teams since 2011.
Players not on the active roster for games 
go through early workouts at AirHogs 
Stadium, 10 minutes from the home 
ballpark of the Texas Rangers. There are 

conditioning and weight training drills 
that are new to the Chinese players.
“They’re trying to do something they’ve 
never done before, which is play this 
many games on a daily basis, and you 
throw into the fact that with the excep-
tion of maybe three or four pitchers, 
they’re physically and experienced-wise 
overmatched,” said Larry Hardy, a for-
mer Rangers pitching coach filling the 
same role for the AirHogs. “But they’re 
getting better.”
McLaren had a short stint managing Se-
attle in 2007-08 and was Washington’s 
interim manager for three games in 2011. 
He was on the Philadelphia Phillies staff 
the past two seasons.
He also managed China at the World 
Baseball Classic in 2013 and 2017. Over 
that time, there would be gaps of six or 
seven months when he wouldn’t even 
see the team — and players would barely 
play baseball. China has a 2-10 record in 
its four WBC appearances, getting out-
scored 102-18 in those games.

“These guys, I don’t think they’d ever 
played twice in a week,” McLaren said .
That changed when the Chinese Baseball 
Association made arrangement with the 
AirHogs, allowing them to focus on dai-
ly development.
They are now together all the time in a 
12-team league that stretches more than 
1,300 miles from Texas into Canada. The 
closest stop is Cleburne, Texas, where 
53-year-old former big league slugger 

Rafael Palmeiro is starring for the Rail-
roaders.
China’s only Olympic berth was in 2008, 
going 1-6 in group play after an automat-
ic berth as the host nation. That was the 
last time baseball was part of the Sum-
mer Games until its return two years 
from now in Japan.
The AirHogs are a league-worst 17-44 
this season, but player-coach Na Chuang 
said the team has progressed faster than 
expected, increasing the confidence of 
the Chinese players who will leave with 
McLaren and some of their national 
coaches for the Asian Games in Indone-
sia before the end of the 100-game Air-
Hogs season.

Kevin Joseph, who pitched in the ma-
jors briefly with the St. Louis Cardinals 
in 2002, is part of McLaren’s staff as an 
assistant coach and invaluable translator. 
He learned Mandarin while spending 
more than eight years teaching baseball 
to young people after a friend with con-
nections to baseball officials in China 
invited him there.
“The big need, I think, for China is they 
don’t play a lot of games. So for them to 
be able to come, and to learn the rhythm 
of a baseball lifestyle, play against bet-
ter competition, has been a great experi-
ence,” Joseph said. “The players have re-
ally meshed well with the Chinese guys, 
they love them.”
Joseph said hitters have changed the way 
they swing the bat, being more aggres-

sive and ready to hit pitches coming fast-
er than they’ve seen before.
For the pitchers, the emphasis has been 
on throwing more fastballs and fewer 
breaking balls. Hardy said the catch-
ers have started to understand what the 
coaches are looking for from pitchers.

“The level of play is a lot higher,” Jianz-
eng said. “You can make smallest mis-
takes, can be hurt here as a pitcher. ... 
Because you’re playing so many games, 
you’re learning about yourself as a pitch-
er, and you’re getting a lot more expe-
rience.”
There are the inevitable hiccups because 
of communication issues and culture dif-
ferences, including the style of play the 
Chinese players were used to, but Joseph 
said things have gone well overall.
“It’s fun just to watch them interact with 
everybody, and themselves, and show up 
every day, kidding and joking,” said Mc-
Laren, sitting in the coaches’ office next 
to a narrow room cramped with lockers. 
“It’s a clubhouse. They’re a different 
culture, speak a different language, but 
the laugh in the clubhouse is the same.” 
(Courtesy AP Sports)
  

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Texas Minor League Club
Chinese Baseball Team Takes 

Over Texas Minor League Club
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The U.S. Department of Justice said on 
Tuesday that it’s opening a broad antitrust 
review of big tech companies, sending 
shares of Amazon, Alphabet and Facebook 
lower in extended trading.
While the DOJ didn’t disclose specific com-
pany names, it’s launching the review based 
on “new Washington threats” from Face-
book, Google, Amazon and Apple, accord-
ing to a report by the Wall Street Journal. 
The agency will examine practices of online 
platforms that dominate internet search, so-
cial media and retail services, the DOJ said 
in a statement Tuesday.
The move is the strongest by Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr towards Big Tech, which 
faces increased scrutiny from both political 

parties because of the expanded market 
power the companies have and the tremen-
dous amount of consumer data they control. 
President Trump, a regular critic of Amazon 
and CEO Jeff Bezos, has claimed that Face-
book is biased against conservatives and 
recently agreed with an assessment by tech 
investor Peter Thiel that perhaps Google 
should be investigated for not working with 
the U.S. government on a cloud project.

Makan Delrahim is the assistant attor-
ney general who leads the Justice De-
partment’s Antitrust Division, which will 
conduct  a review of big tech companies. 

(Photo/Reuters)
The DOJ said in Tuesday’s release that it’s 
looking into competition, “stifled innova-
tion” and the impact on consumers.
“Without the discipline of meaningful mar-
ket-based competition, digital platforms 
may act in ways that are not responsive to 
consumer demands,” said Makan Delrahim, 
assistant Attorney General of the Justice 
Department’s antitrust division, in the state-
ment. “The Department’s antitrust review 
will explore these important issues.”
Shares of Facebook, Alphabet, and Amazon 
all fell more than 1% immediately after the 
announcement. Apple’s stock also dropped.

Representatives from Facebook and Apple 
declined to comment. 
In a June interview, Apple CEO Tim Cook 
said “I don’t think anybody reasonable is 
gonna come to the conclusion that Apple’s a 
monopoly,” because “we don’t have a dom-
inant position in any market.”
The effort aims to explore “widespread con-
cerns that consumers, businesses, and entre-
preneurs have expressed about search, so-
cial media, and some retail services online,” 
according to the agency. It did not mention 
any major tech giant by name, but its stated 
interests track closely with Google’s dom-
inance in search, Facebook’s leadership in 
social media and Amazon’s position as the 
country’s e-commerce leader. 
All three control vast amounts of data that 
give them an edge over smaller rivals, crit-
ics say. (Courtesy The Washington Post)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Amazon Annouces Free One-Day 
Shipping With Prime Membership Shares Of Alphabet, Facebook And Amazon

Fall With The Announcement
Dept. Of Justice Announces Broad 

Antitrust Review Of Big Tech
Overview

The DOJ is launching a broad examination into big tech companies over fresh 
anti-competitive concerns.

It’s the strongest move toward the tech industry by Attorney General William Barr, 
whose growing interest in the sector could deepen regulatory pressure.

Shares of Amazon, Facebook and Alphabet fall. 

Attorney General William Barr testifies before a Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee hearing on “The Justice Department’s investigation of Russian inter-
ference with the 2016 presidential election” on Capitol Hill in Washington, 

May 1, 2019. (Photo:/Reuters)


	0728SUN_C1_Print.pdf (p.1)
	0728SUN_C2_Print.pdf (p.2)
	0728SUN_C3_Print.pdf (p.3)
	0728SUN_C4_Print.pdf (p.4)
	0728SUN_C5_Print.pdf (p.5)
	0728SUN_C1_Print.pdf (p.6)
	0728SUN_C2_Print.pdf (p.7)
	0728SUN_C3_Print.pdf (p.8)
	0728SUN_C4_Print.pdf (p.9)
	0728SUN_C5_Print.pdf (p.10)

