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Evidence points to Iran involvement in at-
tack, says Saudi alliance, as oil prices soar
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DUBAI (Reuters) - An attack on Saudi 
Arabia that triggered the biggest jump in oil 
prices in almost 30 years was carried out 
with Iranian weapons, a Saudi-led coalition 
said on Monday, as President Donald Trump 
said the United States was “locked and 
loaded” to hit back.
The Iran-aligned Houthi group that controls 
Yemen’s capital claimed responsibility for 
Saturday’s attack, which knocked out more 
than half of Saudi Arabia’s oil production 
and damaged the world’s biggest crude 
processing plant.
Iran denied U.S. charges it was to blame 
and said it was ready for “full-fledged war”.
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said the 
strike was carried out by “Yemeni people” 
responding to years of attacks by a Sau-
di-led coalition in Yemen’s four-year-old 
war.
“Yemeni people are exercising their legiti-
mate right of defense,” Rouhani told a joint 
news conference with his Russian and Turk-
ish counterparts at a meeting in Ankara.
Attacks on Saudi oil facilities - what will it 
mean for consumers?
Saudi Aramco attacks: What we know so far
See more stories
Two sources briefed on state oil company 
Saudi Aramco’s operations told Reuters it 
might take months for Saudi oil production 
to return to normal. Earlier estimates had 
suggested it could take weeks.
A Saudi-led military alliance battling the Houthis said the attack on Sau-
di oil plants was done with Iranian weapons and was not launched from 
Yemen, according to preliminary findings.
Coalition spokesman Colonel Turki al-Malki said that an investigation 
into Saturday’s strikes, which shut 5% of world crude output, was going 
on to determine the launch location.

“The preliminary results show that the weapons are Iranian and we are 
currently working to determine the location ... The terrorist attack did 
not originate from Yemen as the Houthi militia claimed,” Malki told a 
news conference in Riyadh.
EMERGENCY SUPPLIES
U.N. Yemen envoy Martin Griffiths told the Security Council on Mon-
day it was “not entirely clear” who was behind the strike but he said it 
had increased the chances of a regional conflict.

But U.S. Ambassador to the world body, Kelly Craft, told the Council 
that emerging information on the attacks “indicates that responsibil-
ity lies with Iran” and that there is no evidence the attack came from 
Yemen.
Iran rejected U.S. accusations that it was responsible. “These allegations 
are condemned as unacceptable and entirely baseless,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Abbas Mousavi said in remarks carried by state TV.
Oil prices surged by as much as 19% before coming off their peaks. The 
intraday jump was the biggest since the 1990-91 Gulf crisis over Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait.
The market eased from its peak after Trump announced that he would 
release U.S. emergency supplies and producers said there were enough 
stocks stored up worldwide to make up for the shortfall. Prices were 
around 12% higher by 1645 GMT.

Inside C2

The kingdom said it would be able to meet customers’ 
demand from its ample storage, although some deliv-
eries had been disrupted. At least 11 supertankers were 
waiting to load oil cargoes from Saudi ports, ship track-
ing data showed on Monday.

A satellite image showing damage to oil/gas Saudi 
Aramco infrastructure at Khurais, in Saudi Arabia in 
this handout picture released by the U.S Government 
September 15, 2019. U.S. Government/DigitalGlobe/
Handout via REUTERS
Traders spoke of a long-term price rise as markets 
absorb the proof that global supply can hit so hard in a 
single strike.

“LOCKED AND LOADED”
Trump said the United States was “locked and loaded” 
to respond to the incident.
“There is reason to believe that we know the culprit, are 
locked and loaded depending on verification, but are 
waiting to hear from the Kingdom as to who they be-
lieve was the cause of this attack, and under what terms 
we would proceed!” Trump said on Twitter on Sunday.
U.S. Energy Secretary Rick Perry pinned the blame 
squarely on Iran for “an attack on the global economy 
and the global energy market”.

“The United States wholeheartedly condemns Iran’s 
attack on Saudi Arabia and we call on other nations to 

do the same,” he told the U.N. nuclear watchdog 
IAEA. He added he was confident the oil market 
“is resilient and will respond positively”.
While Iran has denied blame for the attacks, its 
Yemeni allies have promised more strikes to 
come. Houthi military spokesman Yahya Sarea 
said the group carried out Saturday’s pre-dawn 
attack with drones, including some powered by 
jet engines.
“We assure the Saudi regime that our long 
arm can reach any place we choose and at the 
time of our choosing,” Sarea tweeted. “We 
warn companies and foreigners against being near 
the plants that we struck because they are still in 
our sights.”
U.S. officials say they believe that the attacks 
came from the opposite direction, possibly from 
Iran itself rather than Yemen, and may have in-
volved cruise missiles. Wherever the attacks were 
launched, however, they believe Iran is to blame.
Saudi Arabia and Iran have been enemies for 
decades and are fighting a number of proxy wars, 
including in Yemen where Saudi forces have been 
fighting against the Houthis for four years.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The weekend 
bombings of Saudi Arabia’s main oil refinery have 
already sparked U.S. President Donald Trump to 
pressure the Federal Reserve anew to lower rates.

FILE PHOTO: A sign displaying fuel prices is 
seen at a gas station in Los Angeles, California, 
U.S., September 16, 2019. REUTERS/Lucy Nich-
olson/File Photo
The Fed should enact a “big interest rate drop, 
stimulus,” at its meeting this week, which ends 
Wednesday, Trump said on Twitter on Monday.

However historical precedent and the United 
States’ changing energy diet suggest the Fed is 
likely to stick with an expected quarter of a point 
interest rate cut and go no further.

The Fed has responded to past crisis events in-
cluding the September 2001 terrorist attacks and 
the Black Friday market collapse in the 1980s. 
But it acted then to address trouble in financial 
markets that risked creating broader problems.

Crises can cause banks and other financial firms 
to become wary of lending, for example, and 
make cash less available throughout the economy. 
In the months after the 2001 attacks, for example, 
the Fed lowered rates 1.75 percentage points, and 
took measures to make sure banks had liquidity 
and could continue clearing checks.

The full impact of the Saudi bombings may not 
be immediately clear. It will depend on both how 
quickly the Saudi facility resumes full produc-
tion, and whether the attack leads to a broader 
conflict in the region.
The market reaction, however, has been muted so 
far, with no sign of the sort of strains that would 
require central bank reassurance.
Investors apparently see little reason to change 
their bets that the Fed would cut rates this week 
by a quarter of a percentage point only.

Don’t expect oil shocks to move the Fed
When oil price shocks hit the United States after 
an embargo by Arab exporters and the Iranian 
revolution in the 1970s, the Fed did exactly the 
opposite of what Trump is suggesting. Officials 
raised interest rates to a record high, taming 
inflation, but at the cost of a deep recession.

The Fed’s current attitude about oil price shocks 
is to treat them as of passing importance - no 
longer likely to move inflation in any enduring 
sense, and with a more mixed impact on eco-
nomic growth because the United States produc-
es so much energy of its own now.

Rising energy efficiency and the increasing dom-
inance of the service sector in the United States 
has weakened the link between U.S. inflation and 
oil prices. The machines that make stuff use less 
energy to do so, and more of the U.S. economy 
revolves around activities that are less energy-in-
tensive, from computer coding to home health 
care.

In addition, while consumers and some compa-
nies may lose out if prices increase, energy firms 
will likely provide an offsetting economic boost 
by investing more in drilling and production in 
the United States and hire more oil field workers.

FILE PHOTO: A sign displaying 
fuel prices is seen at a gas station 
in Los Angeles, California, U.S., 
September 16, 2019. REUTERS/
Lucy Nicholson/File Photo



Mexico celebrates 209th anniversary of independence from Spain in Mexico 
City

Models present creations during the Victoria Beckham catwalk show at London Fashion 
Week in London

A woman covers herself from tear gas during an anti-government demonstration near Central 
Government Complex in Hong Kong, China, September 15, 2019. REUTERS/Athit Perawong-
metha TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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An Iraqi boy Hussein Adel Jumah, 10, works at an auto-repair shop in Baghdad

U.S. Open tennis champion Bianca Andreescu on stage at a rally for Andreescu in Mis-
sissauga

Two women stand among damaged lounge chairs and debris following heavy storms 
at the beach of the village of Nea Plagia

TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Members of the Dutch Royal Guard guide their horses through clouds of thick smoke and 
gunfire on the beach of Scheveningen, near The Hague, to prepare for the presentation of the 
Dutch 2020 Budget Memorandum, Netherlands September 16, 2019. REUTERS/Piroschka 
Van De Wouw TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

General Motors assembly worker Willie Elzy Jr. pickets outside the General Motors Powertrain Flint Engine plant 
during the United Auto Workers (UAW) national strike in Flint,
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A new Consumer Reports test of 284 
samples of fresh greens—such as lettuce, 
spinach, and kale—found six samples 
tainted with Listeria monocytogenes, a 
potentially deadly bacteria. The samples 
were purchased at several grocery store 
chains including Acme, Costco, Han-
naford, and Whole Foods. 

listeria in a small percentage of leafy 
green products that are tested, it is al-

can make people sick in foods that aren’t 
meant to be cooked,” says Karen Wong, 

Disease Control and Prevention’s Enter-
ic Diseases Epidemiology Branch.

What’s In Your Food?
CR’s study represents a snapshot of the 
market and was not large enough to draw 

brands or retailers. But the testing under-
scores that industry needs to do more to 
improve the safety of leafy greens.

The supermarket industry has taken 
many steps to keep dangerous bacteria 
out of food, says Hilary Thesmar, Ph.D., 
senior vice president of food safety pro-
grams at the Food Marketing Institute, a 
trade association that represents retailers, 
wholesalers, and suppliers that sell prod-
ucts to grocery stores. 
CR says that people can continue to eat 
leafy greens, which are packed with 
nutrients. “However, it’s important that 
those most likely to be affected by liste-
ria—older adults, infants and young 
children, anyone with a compromised 
immune system, and pregnant women—
carefully consider whether to eat raw 

leafy greens, including lettuce,” says 
James. E. Rogers, Ph.D., director of food 
safety research and testing at Consumer 
Reports. “The safest thing is to stick with 
greens you can cook.”

What CR’s Tests Found
Of the six samples tainted with Listeria 
monocytogenes that were tested by CR 
purchased between June 3 and June 19, 
2019 in Connecticut, New Jersey, and 
New York, one had a strain genetically 
linked to at least two cases of listeriosis 
(the illness caused by listeria) reported to 
the CDC. (We do not know if the peo-
ple who got sick ate leafy greens.) That 
product was a “triple-washed” Nature’s 
Place Organic Spinach Spring Mix pur-
chased at a Hannaford supermarket.

CR’s sample of Nature’s Place Or-
ganic Spinach Spring Mix contained 
a strain                       of listeria that 
is genetically linked to two illnesses re-

ported to the CDC.
CR’s Findings Trigger FDA Inspection
CR immediately informed the Food and 
Drug Administration and the CDC of our 
test results. We also contacted the com-
panies that marketed the greens and the 
retailers where we purchased them.

initiated an inspection of the plant that 
produced Nature’s Place Organic Spin-
ach Spring Mix, the product that con-
tained a strain of listeria linked to two 

illnesses.
“We continue to look at the data provid-
ed by Consumer Reports. The FDA takes 
the presence of harmful pathogens in our 
food supply very seriously and consid-
ers the risk to public health when taking 
action.”
While CR applauds the FDA’s inspection 
of the Nature’s Place plant, the agency 
should take other steps, too, Rogers says. 
”Given the severity of listeriosis, our 
hope is that the FDA follows up on all 
the samples we found and not just the 
one linked to illnesses, in keeping with 
the agency’s zero tolerance policy,” he 
says.

Boskovich Farms, which produced the 
other sample of bagged spinach found 
to be contaminated with listeria, told 
CR that it hasn’t received any reports of 
illness. It also said that when this lot of 
spinach was produced, inspections at the 
farm and at the processing plant showed 
no evidence of contamination.
The other retailers we contacted noted 
that food safety is their top priority and 
that consumers should wash unbagged 
leafy greens.
But washing may not remove all con-
taminants from fresh greens, according 
to CDC researchers and others in a re-
cent article in the journal Emerging In-
fectious Diseases. “Washing is mainly 
helpful for getting rid of dirt and some 
pesticides, not bacteria,” says CR’s Rog-
ers. “Bacteria can adhere to the surface 
of the leaves, and get stuck in microscop-
ic crevices.”

The Risks of Listeria
Listeria monocytogenes is different 
from other types of bacteria that cause 

foodborne illness. “It’s one of the very 
few bacteria that can actually grow un-
der refrigerator temperatures. That’s 
where we have extra trouble with liste-
ria,” says Thesmar, at the Food Market-
ing Institute. In fact, she says, the cold, 
moist environments of refrigerators and 
food-processing facilities make ideal 
breeding grounds for the bacteria.
“Listeria primarily causes illness in preg-
nant women, newborns, older adults, 
and people with weakened immune sys-
tems.”

Symptoms of listeria infection can in-
clude a fever, muscle aches, headaches, 
and diarrhea or other gastrointestinal 
symptoms. If the infection spreads to 
the nervous system, it can also cause a 
stiff neck, confusion, loss of balance, and 
convulsions.

Where Listeria Is Found
Listeria is usually associated with deli 
meats, hot dogs, soft cheeses, and 
sprouts. But in recent years other types 
of foods have been linked to outbreaks of 
listeriosis, including leafy greens. 

How to Stay Safe
While listeria is killed when it’s exposed 
to high temperatures, leafy greens are 
risky because they are often eaten raw. 
The safest move is to stick with leafy 
greens that you cook. “If you cook 
greens until they are fully wilted, they’re 
likely to have been heated enough to be 
safe,” Rogers says. That step is most im-
portant for people especially vulnerable 
to listeria infections.  (Courtesy onsum-
erreports.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Consumer Reports Found The Bacteria
In Prewashed And Unbagged Products 

Leafy Greens With Listeria
Sold at Major Supermarkets

A lab technician preparing samples in Consumer 
Reports’ recent tests of leafy greens.
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Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Jack Ma, chairman of Alibaba, prepares to ring the bell at the New York 
Stock Exchange on Sept. 19, 2014. Ma, China’s richest man, plans to 
retire from his e-commerce company to focus on philanthropy. (Photo/

The New York Times)

HONG KONG — Alibaba’s co-founder 
and executive chairman, Jack Ma, said he 
planned to step down from the Chinese 
e-commerce giant on Monday to pursue 
philanthropy in education, a changing of 
the guard for the $420 billion internet com-
pany.                                                                                                                                                          
A former English teacher, Ma started Al-
ibaba in 1999 and built it into one of the 
world’s most consequential e-commerce 
and digital payments companies, trans-
forming how Chinese people shop and 
pay for things. That fueled his net worth 
to more than $40 billion, making him Chi-
na’s richest man. He is revered by many 
Chinese, some of whom have put his por-
trait in their homes to worship in the same 
way that they worship the God of Wealth.
Ma is retiring as China’s business environ-
ment has soured, with Beijing and state-
owned enterprises increasingly playing 
more interventionist roles with compa-
nies. Under President Xi Jinping, China’s 
internet industry has grown and become 
more important, prompting the govern-
ment to tighten its leash. The Chinese 
economy is also facing slowing growth 
and increasing debt, and the country is 
embroiled in an escalating trade war with 
the United States.

“He’s a symbol of the health of China’s 

whether he likes it or not,” Duncan Clark, 
author of the book “Alibaba: The House 
Jack Ma Built,” said of Ma. “His retire-
ment will be interpreted as frustration or 
concern whether he likes it or not.”
In an interview, Ma said his retirement is 
not the end of an era but “the beginning 
of an era.” He said he would be spending 
more of his time and fortune focused on 
education. “I love education,” he said.
Ma will remain on Alibaba’s board of 
directors and continue to mentor the 
company’s management. Ma turns 54 on 
Monday, which is also a holiday in Chi-

na known as Teacher’s Day. The retire-

among a generation of prominent Chinese 
internet entrepreneurs to step down from 
their companies. Firms including Alibaba, 

-
ished in recent years, growing to nearly 
rival American internet behemoths like 
Amazon and Google in their size, scope 
and ambition. For Chinese tycoons to step 
aside in their 50s is rare; they usually re-
main at the top of their organizations for 
many years.
The departure of Ma is likely to jolt Chi-
na’s internet industry, which has been 
reeling from the arrest last weekend of 
Liu Qiangdong, the billionaire founder of 
the online retailer JD.com. Liu, who goes 
by Richard Liu in the English-speaking 
world, was arrested on a rape allegation 
in Minneapolis during a business trip. He 
was released and has since returned to 
Beijing, where JD.com is based.

Post-founding meeting in Jack Ma’s 

Lakeside Gardens apartment in Hang-
zhou, China, 2000.

For Alibaba, Ma’s retirement completes 
        .sevitucexe rehto ot rewop fo noitisnart a

Ma stepped down as Alibaba’s chief exec-
utive in 2013; the company’s current chief 
executive is Daniel Zhang, who is a candi-
date to succeed Ma. Yet Ma had remained 

as well as an architect of its long-term 
strategy. He owns a 6.4 percent stake of 

but has considerably more sway over the 
company thanks to its complicated legal 
structure.
Ma, a natural salesman and charismatic 
leader, co-founded Alibaba with 17 others 
— some of them his students — out of his 
apartment in Hangzhou in eastern Zheji-
ang province in 1999.
Alibaba started as an online marketplace 
for businesses to sell their products to 
other businesses. But it did not take off 
until it began the Taobao marketplace in 
2003, which merchants used to sell goods 
directly to consumers. Alibaba later rolled 
out Alipay, an online payment service, to 
facilitate transactions in a country where 
few people had credit cards. Alipay later 

-

sidiary that Ma also controls.

Today, Alibaba’s empire encompasses 
e-commerce, online banking, cloud com-
puting, digital media and entertainment 
— and even a corporate messaging ser-
vice similar to Slack. The company owns 
or holds stakes in some of China’s most 
important media assets, including the 
Twitter-like social media site Weibo and 
the Hong Kong-based English-language 
newspaper The South China Morning 
Post.
Among China’s biggest companies, Al-

the deepest ranks of management talent. 
Many of the co-founders are still around, 
and professionals who joined the compa-
ny later are now in charge.
Last month, Alibaba reported a 60 percent 

fell. The company’s annual revenue totals 
about 250 billion yuan, or $40 billion.
While Alibaba has become dominant in 
China, it has faced a tougher time expand-
ing internationally. The company has in-
creased its presence outside China by in-

companies in India and Southeast Asia. 
But its efforts to muscle into the United 
States largely have not been successful.

Even after Ma met with President-elect 
Donald Trump in early 2017 and prom-
ised to bring 1 million jobs to the United 
States, the federal government rejected 
Ant Financial’s bid to acquire the Ameri-
can money transfer company MoneyGram 
this year over national security concerns. 
As Beijing has increased its involvement 
in the private sector, Ma has shifted what 
he has said about China’s government. He 
used to say that businesses should be in 
love with the government but never get 
married to each other, indicating that an 
arms-length relationship was preferred.
At a conference in November, Ma was 
more positive. “There’s no country like 
China in the world,” he said. “With po-
litical stability, social safety and 6 per-
cent-plus economic growth, we have the 
best business environment.”

many times about how he did not want to 
spend his whole life at the company, say-
ing he would retire one day and go back 
to teaching.
In 2014, he created the Jack Ma Founda-
tion, which has worked to improve edu-
cation in rural China. Ma’s Weibo social 
media handle is “spokesman for village 
teachers — Jack Ma.” Within Alibaba, he 
is known and referred to as “Teacher Ma.”

In an interview with Bloomberg TV this 
week, Ma signaled he was thinking about 
focusing more on philanthropy. He cited 
Microsoft co-founder and philanthropist 
Bill Gates as an example.
Ma said he could never be as rich as Gates 
— but that he could retire earlier than 
Gates. Gates stepped down as Microsoft’s 
chairman in 2014, at the age of 58. (Cour-
tesy https://www.wral.com)

Alibaba Founder Jack Ma Sees A 
New ‘Beginning’ In His Retirement  
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