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U.S. puts Hikvision, Chinese security bureaus on economic blacklist
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. Commerce Department said on Monday it was putting 28 Chinese
public security bureaus and companies - including
video surveillance company Hikvision (002415.SZ)
- on a U.S. trade blacklist over Beijing’s treatment
of Uighur Muslims and other predominantly Muslim
ethnic minorities.
Those added to the so-called “Entity List” include
the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region People’s
Government Public Security Bureau, 19 subordinate
government agencies and eight commercial firms,
according to a Commerce Department filing. The
companies include Zhejiang Dahua Technology
(002236.SZ), IFLYTEK Co (002230.SZ), Xiamen
Meiya Pico Information Co (300188.SZ) and Yixin
Science and Technology Co.

FILE PHOTO: People visit a Hikvision
booth at a security
exhibition in Shanghai, China May 24,
2019. REUTERS/
Aly Song/File Photo

Reuters reported on the planned additions earlier
Monday, before the Commerce Department made it
official.
The department filing said the “entities have been
implicated in human rights violations and abuses in
the implementation of China’s campaign of repression, mass arbitrary detention, and high-technology
surveillance against Uighurs, Kazakhs, and other
members of Muslim minority groups.
U.S. officials said the announcement was not tied
to this week’s resumption of trade talks with China.
Being added to the “Entity List” bars companies or
other entities from buying parts and components
from U.S. companies without U.S. government approval.
The Commerce Department previously added Huawei Technologies
Co and more than 100 affiliates to the Entity List.
Hikvision, officially known as Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology Co Ltd, with a market value of about $42 billion, calls itself
the world’s largest video surveillance gear maker. Reuters reported
in August Hikvision receives nearly 30% of its 50 billion yuan ($7

Death toll
climbs as
Iraq unrest
hits Baghdad's volatile
Sadr City

billion) in revenue from overseas.
Hikvision did not immediately comment on the Commerce
Department’s move.
John Honovich, founder of surveillance video research
company IPVM, said Hikvision and Dahua both use Intel,
Nvidia, Ambarella, Western Digital and Seagates as suppliers and that the impact on the Chinese companies would be
“devastating.” Shares in Ambarella fell more than 9% on
the news.

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Protesters began
gathering in Baghdad’s Sadr City district
late on Monday after overnight clashes with
security forces spread to the vast, poor swath
of the Iraqi capital for the first time killing 15
people.
The night of violence pushed the death toll
after a week of unrest to 110 people. They
were mostly protesters demanding the removal of the Iraqi government and overhaul of its
political class, as security forces carried out a
heavy-handed crackdown on demonstrators.
The spread of the violence into Sadr City on
Sunday night poses a new security challenge
for authorities dealing with the worst violence in the country since the Islamic State
group was defeated nearly two years ago.
Unrest is historically difficult to put down
in Sadr City, a volatile district where about

In August, the Trump administration released an interim
rule banning federal purchases of telecommunications
equipment from five Chinese companies, including
Huawei and Hikvision.
Huawei has repeatedly denied it is controlled by the
Chinese government, military or intelligence services
and has filed a lawsuit against the U.S. government’s

a third of Baghdad’s 8 million people live
in narrow alleys, many with little access
to electricity, water and jobs.Things were
quieter on Monday. The military withdrew troops and handed over patrols of the
district to federal police early in the day, an
indication authorities want to avoid clashes
with supporters of the powerful opposition
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr who has called for
the government to step down.
A Sadr City resident reached by phone told
Reuters that the streets were calm during
the day. Local militiamen were coming to
inspect damage and police were deployed
around the district’s neighborhoods.
The uprising over the past week has abruptly ended two years of relative calm unseen
in Iraq since the fall of Saddam Hussein in
2003. Many Iraqis, especially young people,
say entrenched government corruption

means they received no benefit from returning stability after years of foreign occupation and sectarian civil war.
Critics say the government’s fierce response to the
protests has inflamed public rage.
Military vehicles of Iraqi federal police are seen in a
street in Baghdad, Iraq October 7, 2019. REUTERS/
Wissm al-Okili
Reuters journalists have witnessed protesters being
killed and wounded by snipers from the security
forces firing into crowds from rooftops though the
interior ministry denies government forces have
shot directly at protesters.
The internet has been shut down across the country
for days, creating a communications vacuum that
allowed discontent to spread. It was restored for a
few hours on Monday evening, and people uploaded
recent protest footage to social media before it went
down again.
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Wall Street falls amid caution on
U.S.-China trade dispute
NEW YORK (Reuters) - U.S. stocks eased on
Monday as reports on the U.S.-China trade front
kept investors cautious ahead of scheduled talks
later in the week.
A report that Beijing was increasingly reluctant
to agree to a broad trade deal pursued by President Donald Trump weighed on sentiment early.
But White House economic adviser Larry
Kudlow helped ease some anxiety, saying it was
possible U.S. and Chinese trade negotiators could
make progress when they meet in Washington,
and said the United States was open to looking at
what proposals Beijing brought.
Stocks briefly traded higher in the afternoon after
a Fox reporter tweeted that the Chinese commerce ministry said China is ready to do a deal
with the United States on parts of negotiations.
U.S. and Chinese deputy trade negotiators
launched a new round of talks on Monday aimed
at resolving the two nations’ 15-month trade
war, while the White House officially confirmed
that the high-level talks, involving Chinese
Vice Premier Liu He, U.S. Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer and Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin would begin on Thursday.
“The markets are trying to come up with some
expectation for the outcome of trade talks and
figure out where and how they want to price it
in,” said Shawn Cruz, manager of trader strategy
at TD Ameritrade in Jersey City, New Jersey.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average .DJI fell 95.7
points, or 0.36%, to 26,478.02, the S&P 500 .SPX
lost 13.22 points, or 0.45%, to 2,938.79 and the

Nasdaq Composite .IXIC dropped 26.18
points, or 0.33%, to 7,956.29.
Tariff concessions from the United
States and China last month had fueled
hopes of a resolution to the prolonged
dispute.
Anxiety over the trade war and mixed
economic indicators has been offset by
increased expectations of a third interest
rate cut this year by the Federal Reserve.
“We had a pretty good rally back from
the lows on Friday, and we’re sort of
back into the middle of the recent trading range,” said Rick Meckler, partner
at Cherry Lane Investments, a family
investment office in New Vernon, New
Jersey.
“Investors are trying to balance what
seems like a weaker economy with low
interest rates. What could change it
could be something coming out of the
talks with China this week.”
Investors will soon turn their focus to third-quarter earnings, which begin next week with U.S.
banks reporting, and many hope to see more
clarity on the impact of the trade war on corporate America.
Analysts expect the lowest quarterly profit performance since 2016, with S&P 500 earnings seen
falling nearly 3% from a year earlier, based on
IBES data from Refinitiv.
General Motors Co (GM.N) eased 0.5% after
the UAW rejected the carmaker’s latest offer of a
four-year labor contract.

FILE PHOTO: A trader walks past a board showing the final trading numbers on the floor of
the New York Stock Exchange shortly after the closing bell in New York, U.S., October 2, 2019.
REUTERS/Lucas Jackson
Declining issues outnumbered
advancing ones on the NYSE by a
1.59-to-1 ratio; on Nasdaq, a 1.37-to1 ratio favored decliners.
The S&P 500 posted 10 new 52-week
highs and 1 new low; the Nasdaq
Composite recorded 30 new highs
and 91 new lows.

Volume on U.S. exchanges was 5.73 billion
shares, compared with the 7.23 billion average
for the full session over the last 20 trading
days.

辦公室招租 Office for Rent

●位置極佳，近中國城5分鐘.
●環境高雅，安全安靜，包水電，免費高速網絡，辦公傢具
●有大型停車場。
●Great location, 5 minutes drive from Chinatown.
●Safe and quiet work place with water and electricity,
free high-speed Internet, office furniture.
●There has a large parking lot.

舉辦活動最佳地點 Event rental

●場地寬敞 設備齊全
●有大型停車場。
●The great location to host various of events in Chinatown area.
●Spacious place with a large parking lot.
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Imagine Dragons lead vocalist Dan Reynolds performs at the Rock in Rio
Music Festival in Rio de Janeiro

Police officer detains Phil Kingston, 83, who sprayed a stencil slogan on the wall of the building housing the Treasury during the Extinction Rebellion protest in London, Britain October 7, 2019. REUTERS/Henry Nicholls TPX
IMAGES OF THE DAY

U.S. and Turkish military forces conduct a joint ground patrol in northeast Syria

Climate change activists protest at the Wall Street Bull in Lower Manhattan during Extinction
Rebellion protests in New York City

A protester is detained after they were taken off the scaffolding during Extinction Rebellion
demonstration at Trafalgar Square, London, Britain October 7, 2019. REUTERS/Peter Nicholls
TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A sculpture made by activists lays on the road at Lambeth Bridge during the Extinction
Rebellion protest in London, Britain October 7, 2019. REUTERS/Henry Nicholls NO
RESALES. NO ARCHIVES TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Athletics - World Athletics Championships - Doha 2019 - Women’s 4x400 Metres Relay Final - Khalifa
International Stadium, Doha, Qatar - October 6, 2019 Poland’s Iga Baumgart-Witan, Patrycja Wyciszkiewicz, Malgorzata Holub-Kowalik and Justyna Swiety-Ersetic celebrate winning silver
REUTERS/Aleksandra Szmigiel TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Rugby Union - Rugby World Cup 2019 - Pool B - New Zealand v Namibia - Tokyo
Stadium, Tokyo, Japan - October 6, 2019 New Zealand players perform the Haka
dance before the match REUTERS/Matthew Childs TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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Subic Lures ‘Firm Prospects’
In Two-State U.S. Trade Mission

SBMA Chairman Wilma Eisma signs a cooperation agreement with
Leonides Reyes (left), president of the Filipino-American Chamber
of Commerce of Greater Houston.
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—The Subic
Bay Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) has
drawn strong interest from prospective
investors in the United States during a
series of investment promotion meetings
last week with various business groups
in the states of Texas and California.
SBMA Chairman and Administrator
Wilma T. Eisma, who led the business
mission, said that among the firm prospects they encountered was a $10-million hotel operation and management
project from owners of the Ramada Hotel in National City, California.
“It was a fruitful mission overall, but the
most successful was in San Diego County where we received firm commitments
for the hotel project,” Eisma said in a
briefing here on Wednesday.
She said the other areas that potential
investors favored were ship repair, refrigeration facility operation, home care,
fintech Paypal system and green energy.

Subic Bay, The Philippines

Eisma said business groups, particularly
in communities with a high concentration of Filipino expatriates, had responded positively to SBMA’s marketing efforts.
“Part of the attraction was the pitch for
them to come back and give their original home a chance [to develop further],”
she added.
“Because of this strong interest in Subic,
they are now scheduling a counterpart
trade mission to Subic this October,” she
also said.
Eisma said the 10-day SBMA investment road show took them first to Houston, Texas, where she discussed Subic
synergies and trade prospects with officials of the Port of Houston Authority
led by Chief Commercial Officer John
Moseley, and then signed a cooperation
agreement to expand SBMA’s global
network with Leonides Reyes, president
of the Filipino-American Chamber of
Commerce of Greater Houston.
Next, the SBMA team met with top executives of the Los Angeles Port Authority
and the Federation of Philippine American Chambers of Commerce at the Port

COMMUNITY
of Los Angeles in California, taking the
opportunity to talk about connectivity
between the Port of LA and the Port of
Subic.

The SBMA official also briefed members
of the chamber of commerce in Chula
Vista, the second-biggest city in the San
Diego metropolitan area, and received
inquiries on cold storage facility, ship repair and cruise ship home port projects
in Subic.
Eyeing ties between the Port of San
Diego and Subic Bay, Eisma also met
separately with San Diego Port Commissioner Rafael Castellanos and Director
Matthew Andersen of the US Commercial Service in San Diego, and San Diego International Airport Senior Director
Hampton Brown and Domenic D’Ambrosio, VP for Marketing
and Innovation.
At a business forum in San Diego on
June 14, Eisma said she highlighted
Subic investment opportunities in manufacturing, shipbuilding, ICT, renewable
energy, retirement, leisure and tourism.

Eisma’s US trade mission successfully concluded with her receipt of two
awards: a “Bayani” award from the
Olongapo City Bayanihan Club (OCBC)
of San Diego County, and a citation from

National City Vice Mayor Ron Morrison.
The first, signed by OCBC Chairman
Elen Nobles and Vice Chairman Jimmy Yap, recognized Eisma’s exemplary
contributions “by opening channels of
opportunities in job creation, business
development and community-based
programs,” and hailed her as “a radiant
symbol of optimism to the Filipino com-
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munities globally.”
The citation from Morrison, meanwhile,
cited the SBMA official for “her vision
and inclusive leadership in public service
by creating economic opportunities for
the families of Olongapo City with ties
in San Diego, California, USA.” (Courtesy https://businessmirror.com.ph)
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VA Mission Act Will Provide New Patient Care
Options And More Community Assistance Choices

Vets Get Access To Urgent Care And
Private Medical Care Under New Law

BUSINESS
The MISSION Act also extends caregiver
access to veterans who served prior to 9/11;
previous to the law, the caregiver programs
only applied to post-9/11 veterans.
Ultimately, the MISSION Act was designed
to make it easier for veterans to access
healthcare and to put those veterans at the
center of their care.
“We owe our veterans the best possible
care and support that they have earned,”
said Senator Johnny Isakson, one of the bipartisan bill’s co-sponsors. “This is a truly
meaningful victory for our nation’s veterans, who will benefit from more choice and
fewer barriers to care. The signing of this
legislation marks the completion of the final
piece in a great mosaic of veterans reforms
that we set out to accomplish over the last
two years.”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
The Department of Veterans Affairs MISSION Act has officially launched, working
to expand patient access to care and boost
community care options.
“The changes not only improve our ability
to provide the health care Veterans need, but
also when and where they need it,” VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said in a statement on
the day of the program’s launch. “It will also
put Veterans at the center of their care and
offer options, including expanded telehealth
and urgent care, so they can find the balance
in the system that is right for them.”
The program, which revamps the previous
Veterans Choice program, was made official nearly one year ago when President
Trump signed the $5.2 billion MISSION
Act into law.
“In every generation there have been heroes
like them, patriots who answer the call to
serve, who do whatever it takes, wherever and whenever we need them to defend
America,” the President said upon signing
the bill. “They put everything on the line for
us. And when they come home, we must do
everything that we can possibly do for them.

And that’s what we’re doing.”

The Department of Veterans Affairs will
pay for treatment from non-VA doctors
under certain conditions.
Foremost, the MISSION Act overhauls
the Veterans Choice program, which had
long received scrutiny from industry leaders. Choice came with long wait times and
was too complicated to be functional, many
lawmakers agreed.
Under the MISSION Act, veterans will
face more simplified parameters to qualify
for third-party care. Additionally, the MISSION Act gets rid of some administrative
properties tied to the referral process, ideally reducing the amount of time patients
must wait between VA referral and connecting with the third-party clinician.
The law expands VA’s community care program and streamlines it into one program.

As of last Thursday, U.S. veterans have
been granted expanded access to medical care outside Department of Veterans
Affairs as part of a law signed last year
by President Donald Trump.
This law has not come without its controversies. Senate probes and investigations
from the Government Accountability Office (GAO) have looked into whether the
program will result in VA privatization and
whether the agency is genuinely prepared
for the program’s rollout.
“Since the Mission Act was signed into
law, my concern is that VA’s primary focus
is supplanting in-house care, as opposed
to supplementing that care when it makes
the most sense for veterans,” said Senator
Jon Tester during a hearing on the MISSION Act. “In its rush to open the door to
the private sector, my concern is that VA is
outsourcing its responsibility to ensure veterans receive timely and high-quality care.”
Tester acknowledged VA’s limited knowledge about the timeliness of veteran community care access as well as the quality
of care delivered, despite VA promises to

allocate funds to community providers who
deliver top-notch care.
“So on one hand, VA doesn’t have a clear
understanding of how much this Program
will cost. And on the other, VA openly states
that it would make funding decisions based
on whether its facilities are meeting the
standards it fails to enforce on the private
sector,” Tester said. “What I see is behavior
that smacks of a deliberate effort – not to
implement the best policy but to carry out a
political agenda.”

The John Cochran VA Medical Center
in St. Louis, Mo. (Shown above) New
rule changes Thursday have expanded
veterans’ ability to seek care from private physicians. (Photo UPI)
For its part, VA has worked to address concerns about VA privatization, stating that
this program is about expanding veteran
choice for care access.
“It is important to note that the proposed
Veterans Community Care Program does
not supplant VA’s mission to provide care in
VA facilities to Veterans who have earned
it,” Richard A. Stone, MD, VA’s executive
in charge, explained during the hearing.
“VA’s proposed access standards will complement existing VA care by providing Veterans with greater choice to receive care in
the community based on their individual
needs and preferences.”
GAO has likewise noted some issues with
the MISSION Act, launching an investigation into the VA’s preparedness to roll out
the program. Specifically, GAO found that
the agency lacked sufficient systems to carry out the Veterans Community Care Program (VCCP) and did not have enough information about referral times. Additionally,
GAO stated that VA had now carried out
recommendations for improving the VCCP.
Other critics have pointed to issues with
the VA’s new EHR rollout as a detriment
to VCCP, but the agency has noted that the

community care program is not contingent
on the revamped EHR software.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
MISSION Act has officially launched
delivering expanded patient access to
health care while boosting community
care options.
“While electronic health records modernization is an important improvement, it’s not
central to the success of the MISSION Act,”
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie, said in a recent
response to media critics. “No one from the
VA has ever said implementation of the new
private care option Veterans will have under
the MISSION Act is ‘years’ away because
of our effort to modernize health records.”
Instead, VA promised fewer bureaucratic
hurdles for its veteran beneficiaries upon
the MISSION Act’s launch, Wilkie said in
an emailed statement to veterans earlier this
week.
“What can Veterans expect on June 6?” he
posited. “Less red tape, more satisfaction
and predictability for patients, more efficiency for our clinicians, and better value
for taxpayers.”
Additionally, veterans can expect expanded
access to community care options, access
to walk-in or urgent care clinics, and what
Wilkie said will be a stronger patient-provider relationship.

The official Urgent Care Provider badge.
It is difficult to say how the program will impact veterans on only the first day of implementation. If VA can, in fact, overcome the
hurdles laid out by its critics, the program
has the promise to expand veteran access to
care and choice in care. But the challenges
are clear, and limited systems for addressing
wait times and third-party clinician referrals
may prove daunting for the agency. (Courtesy patientengagementhit.com)
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