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Republican lawmakers disrupt Demo-
cratic-led Trump impeachment inquiry
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Republican lawmakers, encour-
aged by President Donald Trump to get tougher in fighting 
Democrats’ attempts to impeach him, on Wednesday disrupt-
ed the U.S. House of Representatives impeach- ment 
inquiry and prevented a Pentagon official from testifying.
The Republicans stormed into a hearing room where Laura 
Cooper, the U.S. defense official who oversees Ukraine and 
Russia matters, was due to testify behind closed doors and 
began yelling, lawmakers and aides said.
The impeachment inquiry focuses on Trump’s request for 
Ukraine to investigate a domestic rival - Democrat Joe Biden 
- for his personal political benefit.
RELATED COVERAGE
Democrats intend to resume depositions in U.S. impeachment 
probe immediately: Swalwell
Republicans halt witness testimony in impeachment probe: 
In a dramatic confrontation during an escalating probe that 
threatens Trump’s presidency even as he seeks re-election 
next year, Capitol police were called in to clear the room and 
bring order, a Republican congressional aide said.
A witness inside the room said the Republicans brought cell-
phones into the high-security facility where electronic devices 
are forbidden.
“They’re freaked out. They’re trying to stop this investiga-
tion,” Democratic Representative Ted Lieu said. “They don’t 
want to hear from witness Cooper today. They know more 
facts are going to be delivered which are absolutely damning 
to the president of the United States.”
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House Minority Whip 
Steve Scalise (R-LA) with 
other Republican congress-
men speaks to the media 
outside a secure area as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense Laura Cooper 
testifies in a closed-door 
deposition as part of the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives impeachment inquiry 
into U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, U.S., October 
23, 2019. REUTERS/Yuri 
Gripas

Republican Representative Mark Meadows told reporters 
of the situation in the hearing room: “There’s about 20 
members (lawmakers) down there, at least a dozen that 
are not on the three committees. And they’re going to 
wait until there’s a more open and transparent process.”
Republicans have called the rules for the impeachment 
inquiry set by the leaders of the Democratic-led House 
unfair. The U.S. Constitution gives the House wide lati-
tude in how to conduct the impeachment process and set 
rules for the inquiry.
The witness who saw the events said the Republican 
lawmakers pushed past Capitol Police personnel and 
started yelling, voicing their objections to decisions 
made by the Democratic leaders of the House to hold 
depositions in closed sessions and not release transcripts 
of the testimony.
Republican Representative Matt Gaetz, an outspoken 
Trump supporter who led Wednesday’s action, had tried 
to enter the committee room last week but was turned 
away because he was not a member of any of the three 
committees leading the investigation.
House Minority Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA) with other 
Republican congressmen speaks to the media outside 
a secure area as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Laura Cooper testifies in a closed-door deposition as 
part of the U.S. House of Representatives impeachment 
inquiry into U.S. President Donald Trump on Capitol 

Hill in Washington, U.S., October 23, 2019. REUTERS/
Yuri Gripas
Democratic Representative Stephen Lynch, who is allowed 
to attend depositions as a member of House Oversight 
Committee, said Cooper did not testify. A House aide said 
the day’s impeachment-related proceedings were suspended 
for the time being.
Democratic Representative Eric Swalwell told report-
ers that the Republicans had compromised a secure 
area of the Capitol, obstructing the impeachment 
inquiry and sought to intimidate a witness, but would 
not delay the impeachment probe overall.
“We see this a an effort not only to intimidate this witness 
but also to intimidate future witnesses from coming for-
ward. It’s not going to work,” Swalwell added. “We’re not 
going to be deterred,” Swalwell added.
Cooper, the deputy assistant secretary of defense for Russia, 
Ukraine and Eurasia, earlier in the day arrived for testimony 
and was expected to face questions about Trump’s decision 
this year to withhold $391 million in security assistance to 
Ukraine approved by Congress.
In testimony to the inquiry on Tuesday, William Taylor, the 
top U.S. diplomat in Ukraine, said Trump had made the aid 
contingent on Ukraine announcing it would conduct politi-
cally motivated investigations the president demanded.
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WORLD NEWS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday is expected to affirm plans to pull the United States 
out of the Paris climate agreement, a source said, less than two 
weeks before he can officially start the process.

Trump is slated to speak at 3:30 p.m. (1930 GMT) at the Shale 
Insight conference in Pittsburgh and is expected to tout surging 
U.S. natural gas and crude oil production, his efforts to roll back 
regulations on energy industries and pulling the United States 
out of the 2015 international climate agreement.

Trump, a longtime opponent of the Paris agreement, vowed in 
the 2016 presidential election campaign that he would “cancel” 
it.

“He is going to mention Paris,” a source who read the speech 
said on the condition of anonymity. “It will be the same points 
brought up in the past. As far as (Trump) is concerned, he has 
withdrawn already.”
Trump often boasts at rallies and speeches that he has already 
pulled the country out of the pact. But the first day he can 
officially start the process has not yet arrived. According to the 
terms of the agreement, Trump can submit a letter on Nov. 4 to 
the United Nations to start the one-year clock to withdraw the 
United States formally from global climate pact.
Withdrawing takes one year, which would mean the United 
States would leave the agreement one day after the 2020 presi-
dential election.
Although Trump initially said he may seek to renegotiate the 
terms of the Paris agreement to make it more favorable to the 

Trump to promote withdrawing U.S. 
from Paris climate accord: source

FILE PHOTO: U.S. 
President Donald 
Trump leaves the 
White House as he 
departs for travel to 
Pennsylvania from 
the South Lawn of the 
White House in Wash-
ington, U.S., October 
23, 2019. REUTERS/
Tom Brenner/File 
Photo

United States, submitting the letter closes the door 
to that possibility. Trump has often said the deal was 
costly for the United States, the world’s second-largest 
emitter of greenhouse gases after China.
The White House did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment on what Trump would say about 
the agreement.

Andrew Light, 
a former State Department official during the 
Obama administration that helped broker the Paris 
agreement, said the formal withdrawal will make it 
difficult for U.S. diplomats who participate in other 
discussions like the G7.
“It will take some time to recover from this train 
wreck of U.S. diplomacy,” said Light, currently a 
senior fellow at the World Resources Institute. 

Russian police 
deploy in Syria's 
Kobani, Trump 
says ceasefire per-
manent

MOSCOW/ANKARA (Reuters) - Russian 
military police started deploying on Syria’s 
northeast border on Wednesday under a deal 
with Turkey to drive Kurdish fighters from the 
region, and U.S. President Donald Trump said 
Turkey’s offensive against the Kurdish forces 
was over.
Just two weeks after Trump pulled out U.S. 
special forces, allowing Turkish troops to 
sweep into northeast Syria and target Wash-
ington’s former Kurdish allies, Russia’s police 

deployment shows how swiftly the balance of 
power in the area has shifted.

Turkey ‘paused’ its offensive last week under a 
U.S.-brokered deal which called for Kurdish YPG 
fighters to withdraw, and then secured Russian 
support this week for a wider deal requiring the 
YPG’s removal from the whole northeast border.
Evidence found of war crimes during Turkish 
offensive in Syria, says U.S. official

U.S seen no evidence of ethnic cleansing by 
Turks in Syria: senior U.S official
See more stories
In an address from the White House, Trump 
said Turkey had announced it was making last 
week’s ceasefire permanent, paving the way 
for the United States to lift sanctions it had 
imposed on Turkish imports in response to the 
cross-border assault.



The scene where bodies were discovered in a lorry container, in Grays, Essex

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson is seen at Downing Street in London, Britain Octo-
ber 23, 2019. REUTERS/Toby Melville TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense Cooper arrives to testify at deposition as part of Trump 
impeachment inquiry on Capitol Hill in Washington
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Chan Tong-kai, a Hong Kong citizen who was accused of murdering his girlfriend in Taiwan last year, 
leaves from Pik Uk Prison, in Hong Kong

Virgin’s Richard Branson kisses the ground as he lands at the Ben Gurion international 
airport near Tel Aviv

A demonstrator argues with Lebanese army soldiers during ongoing anti-govern-
ment protests at a highway in Jal el-Dib

Pro-independence activists gather during a protest in Barcelona, Spain, October 23, 2019. 
REUTERS/Jon Nazca TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY

A boy wearing a Turkish flag stands next to a Turkish soldier in the town of Tal Abyad, Syria October 23, 2019. 
REUTERS/Khalil Ashawi TPX IMAGES OF THE DAY
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COMMUNITY
The September 2019 jobs report showed 
decent hiring during the month with the 
health-care and education industries see-
ing the biggest growth.
The government reported Friday that 
payrolls increased by 136,000, missing 
the 145,000 estimate economists polled 
by Dow Jones had forecast. The unem-
ployment rate, however, fell to a new 50-
year low of 3.5%.
CNBC studied the net changes by in-
dustry for September jobs based on data 
from the Labor Department contained in 
the employment report.
Health care and education — a consistent 
employment gainer — topped the list in 
September with a net gain of 40,000 pay-
rolls. Stripping out the education com-
ponents, health care and social services 
added 41,400 jobs amid strong hiring in 
ambulatory outpatient care, hospitals and 
nursing.

 

Professional and business services added 
34,000 jobs amid gains in management 
consultant positions as well as an uptick 
in temporary help services. Manufactur-
ing saw a net loss of 2,000 jobs.
The government, which doesn’t tend to 
post big employment swings from month 
to month, added a hefty 22,000 positions 
in September after a whopping addi-
tion of 46,000 jobs in August. The gov-
ernment noted, however, that hiring is 
surging between local government adds; 
Washington posted strong gains in the 
prior month as the federal government 
works to staff up with temporary work-
ers ahead of the 2020 census.
“In September, health care added 39,000 
jobs, in line with its average monthly 
gain over the prior 12 months,” the La-
bor Department said in a release. “Em-

ployment in professional and business 
services continued to trend up in Sep-
tember (+34,000). The industry has add-
ed an average of 35,000 jobs per month 
thus far in 2019, compared with 47,000 
jobs per month in 2018.”
Retail trade continued its streak of loss-
es with a decline of 11,400 jobs for the 
month. Since reaching a peak in January 
2017, retail trade has lost 197,000 jobs.
The government also said wages in-
creased at a slower pace, up little be-
tween August and September and rising 
just 2.9% over the year.

Manufacturing Jobs Getting Crushed

The U.S. manufacturing sector is not in 
a good place.
The latest poor results came from the 
government’s jobs report on Friday. The 
Labor Department reported that manu-
facturers lost 2,000 jobs in September, 
well below the 18,000 positions it added 
this time last year and even below the 

2,000 gain it saw in August.

 Machinery and transportation manufac-
turing, which includes the production of 
cars, trains and ships, have seen some of 
the worst deceleration over the last year. 
Machinery’s net job gains over the last 
12 months slowed to just 6,000 by Sep-
tember, while transportation’s trickled to 
a 23-month low of 23,000.
The fabricated metals subindustry, which 
transforms metal into intermediate or 
end products, lost 3,000 jobs last month.

While the manufacturing sector as a 
whole has seen marked hiring since Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s oath of office, the 
jobs gains have largely plateaued.
Eric Winograd, senior economist at Al-
lianceBernstein, said in a note Friday 
that the president’s trade war strategies 
appeared to be in part responsible for the 
slowdown.
“A big part of the story for the economy 
as a whole, of course, is the trade war. 
We can see that in the payrolls figures 
too,” Winograd wrote. “Manufacturing 
has been the hardest hit industry by trade 
policy and, not coincidentally, manufac-
turing employment has suffered.”
But it was more than job losses in the 
manufacturing sector that turned heads 
this week.
A gauge of U.S. manufacturing showed 

the lowest reading in more than 10 years 
for September as exports dived amid the 
escalated trade war. The U.S. manufac-
turing purchasing managers’ index from 
the Institute for Supply Management 
came in at 47.8% for September, the 
lowest since June 2009, marking the sec-
ond consecutive month of contraction.
Any figure below 50% signals a contrac-
tion. (Courtesy cnbc.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Here’s Where The Jobs Are
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The Trump administration urged the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday to rule that 
LGBTQ people can be fired because of 
their sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity.
Where it stands: The administration’s 
involvement in LGBTQ cases supple-
ments a 2-year White House playbook 
to undo many protections the LGBTQ 
community secured under President 
Obama. One of the cases is the first to 
ask the court to determine the civil rights 
of transgender people, per the ACLU.
The big picture: Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act prohibits discrimination “be-
cause of sex.” The Justice Department 
argued in 3 cases Tuesday that those 
rules don’t ban discrimination against 
LBGQ or transgender workers.
The Justice Department is at odds with 
its own Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission in the case of Aimee Ste-
phens, a transgender woman who was 
fired from a funeral home because she 
wanted to “dress as a woman,” according 
to the business owner’s testimony. The 
EEOC sued on Stephens’ behalf in 2014.
What they’re saying: The administra-
tion argues that “Title VII’s protections 
apply fully to transgender individuals” 

when it comes to sex discrimination — 
women being treated worse than men, or 
vice versa — but “treating a transgender 
person less favorably than a non-trans-
gender person” is not part of the law’s 
protections.
•It says there is no “evidence that the fu-
neral home treated some or all biologi-
cally male employees less favorably than 
similarly situated biologically female 
employees.”

LGBTQ workers seek federal 
protection.

The other side: “Congress wrote a broad 
statute that prohibits all sex discrimina-
tion,” Chase Strangio, part of Stephens’ 
legal team at the ACLU and a transgen-
der activist, tells Axios. “When an em-
ployer fires someone for being transgen-
der, no matter how sex is defined, that is 
discrimination because of sex.”
In 2 other cases, which were argued 

together, the Trump administration says 
that Title VII doesn’t cover discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation. Both 
suits were filed by men who say they 
were fired for being gay.
•An employer who discriminates against 
employees in same-sex relationships 
doesn’t violate Title VII as long as it 
treats men and women in those relation-
ships the same way, their argument says.
Yes, but: 69% of Americans — and 56% 
of Republicans — favor laws that would 
protect LGBTQ people from job and 
housing discrimination, a 2018 PRRI 
survey found.
What to watch: This issue — alongside 
cases on abortion access, guns and im-
migration — will likely come to a head 
next summer before the 2020 presiden-
tial election.
2019’s Supreme Court cases to watch

(Photo/Getty Images)
The Supreme Court, now with a solid 
conservative majority after Justice Brett 
Kavanaugh’s appointment, is hearing 
cases that could have significant ramifi-
cations for generations to come on issues 
like immigration, LGBTQ employment 
protections and abortion access.
The big picture: The high court — with 
5 conservatives and 4 liberals — kept a 
relatively low profile in its first term this 
year. But it could hand major wins to 
Republicans in 2020’s second term, em-
boldened by Kavanaugh’s appointment 
and sharpening their focus as a slew of 
hot-button disputes work their way up 
from lower courts.

Key cases to watch this term:
Abortion: The Supreme Court agreed to 
take up a case on Louisiana’s abortion 
law which requires doctors to have ad-
mitting privileges at nearby hospitals to 
perform an abortion.
LGBTQ workplace discrimination: 

The court will hear oral arguments for 
3 blockbuster cases on Oct. 8 that ques-
tion whether Title VII of the 1964 Civ-
il Rights Act prohibits employers from 
discriminating against workers based on 
their sexual orientation and status as a 
transgender person.

Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als: The Supreme Court will hear a set 
of lawsuits on Nov. 12 challenging Pres-
ident Trump’s effort to end DACA, the 
Obama-era immigration program that 
shields roughly 700,000 children from 
deportation.

Future cases to watch:
Puerto Rico’s financial crisis: The 
court will decide if the appointments to 
the Financial Oversight and Manage-
ment Board for Puerto Rico were con-
stitutional. A federal appeals court pre-
viously ruled the appointments were not 
constitutional because the Senate didn’t 
confirm them.
Mexico border shooting: The Supreme 
Court will in the fall decide whether 
families of Mexican teenagers who were 
fatally shot by American border agents in 
Texas and Arizona can sue in U.S. courts 
for damages, per the AP.
Affordable Care Act: Legal challenges 
by Republicans against the ACA, which 
the court upheld in 2012 and 2015, are 
likely to reach the high court again.

Results of this year’s other major cases
2020 citizenship question: The court 
temporarily froze the Trump administra-
tion’s decision to add a controversial cit-
izenship question to the 2020 census in 
June, causing the administration to print 
the census without the question.
Apple iPhone app pricing: The court al-
lowed a massive antitrust lawsuit against 
Apple to move forward in May.

Partisan gerrymandering: In a move 
that will allow gerrymandering to get 
even more aggressive, the court said in 
June that cases about partisan gerryman-
dering are “beyond the reach of the fed-
eral courts” — a blow to voting-rights 
activists and Democrats.
Double jeopardy: The court decided 
in June not to overrule its long-standing 
decision that sometimes allows criminal 
defendants to be prosecuted twice for 
the same crimes — by allowing them to 
be prosecuted in state and federal court. 
(Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Trump Administration Argues Civil Rights
Law Doesn’t Cover LGBTQ Workers

Demonstrators outside the Supreme Court on Oct. 8. 
(Photo/AFP via Getty Images)
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