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LOCAL NEWS

(Reuters) - For almost a week, 21-year-old American-born college 
student Nicholas Schneider has been trying and failing to find a 
way out of Wuhan, China, the quarantined city at the heart of a 
fast-spreading coronavirus outbreak.

Nicholas Schneider, 21, student at Wuhan University, appears on a 
screenshot during an online interview from Wuhan, China January 
29, 2020. Courtesy of Nicholas Schneider via REUTERS
An eerie calm has descended on the normally bustling streets of 
the city of 11 million people, where Schneider has been studying 
geodesy - a branch of applied mathematics - at Wuhan University, 
about 10 miles (16 km) from where experts believe the new coro-
navirus originated in a market illegally trading in wildlife.

“It’s like a ghost town, barely any people and cars. It’s a weird feel-
ing. I feel like I’m in an apocalypse somehow,” said Schneider in a 
phone interview with Reuters on Wednesday.

Chinese officials cut most transport links to Wuhan on Jan. 23 
in an effort to slow transmission of the virus, which has infected 
nearly 6,000 people in China - more cases than were recorded in 
the 2002-2003 SARS outbreak - and killed more than 130 people.

Schneider, who holds dual U.S.-German citizenship, thought of 
dashing to a train out of the city that morning, but said his parents 
advised against it.

“They said that the train station was not the place to be at time like 
this with the virus,” he said. “So I decided to stay ... and that’s when 
I was scared for the first time because I didn’t know what to do.”

He contacted German and American officials seeking a way out. 
The U.S. embassy offered him a $1,100 seat on a charter flight, he 
said.

But an embassy official told him he would have to get himself to 
the airport on the other side of Wuhan, 30 miles (48 km) away, he 
said. With most transportation down, he found no way to make 
the trip, and an embassy staff member told him that they would 

‘I’m in an apocalypse:’ American student 
trapped in coronavirus-hit Chinese city

give his seat to someone else, Schnei-
der said.

“I couldn’t believe what I just heard. 
That’s not how you deal with a citizen 
in need ... it seemed like she didn’t 
care,” Schneider said.

That flight left Wuhan with 210 
Americans aboard. It was due to 
arrive in California on Wednesday.

“Priority was given to vulnerable in-

dividuals at higher risk from corona-
virus: small children, older adults and 
persons with other health conditions 
that put them at greater risk,” a State 
Department official said by email on 
Wednesday.

Schneider, who has lived most of 
his life in Germany, then turned to 
German embassy officials, who he 
said promised him a bus ride to the 
airport with several other stranded 
students and seat on a flight to Ger-
many on Saturday.

Representatives of the German 
government could not be reached for 
immediate comment.

Until then, Schneider said he will 
hunker down in his room, heading 
out only to go to a nearby market for 
fresh water and food. When he leaves, 
he plans to wear a black cap with the 
logo of the Miami Heat basketball 
team, gloves and a thick cloth mask 
over his mouth and nose.

Nicholas Schnei-
der, 21, student at 
Wuhan Uni-
versity, appears 
on a screenshot 
during an online 
interview from 
Wuhan, Chi-
na January 29, 
2020. Courtesy 
of Nicholas 
Schneider via 
REUTERS



Workers operate machines in a section of the wall that the U.S. government is 
building on its border with Mexico, after a part of it fell over on the Mexican 
side due to high winds in Mexicali

U.S. President Trump arrives at Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Harrison Township, 
Michigan

A woman wears a masks in Chinatown following the outbrake of a new coronavirus, in Chicago
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Editor’s Choice

Jan 30, 2020; Houston, Texas, USA; Dusty Baker speaks after being announced as the Houston Astros 
manager during a press conference at Minute Maid Park. Mandatory Credit: Troy Taormina-USA TO-
DAY Sports

FILE PHOTO: A pedestrian passes a mural at the entrance of the Iowa Veterans Home in 
Marshalltown

Mirzaie, founder of a Sama Dance group dances with her teammates in Kabul

FILE PHOTO: Amazon boxes are seen stacked for delivery in the Manhattan borough of New 
York City

A man wears a masks in Chinatown following the outbreak of a new coronavirus, in Chicago
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COMMUNITY

The new cycle of misinformation around 
the deadly disease is testing Big Tech 
platforms’ ability to police rule-breaking 
content and China’s ability to control do-
mestic criticism.
Tech platforms — including Facebook, 
Twitter and Google — are scrambling to 
stop the spread of misinformation about 
the virus, much of which violates their 
own content rules.
•Buzzfeed News has documented sever-
al examples of misinformation about the 
virus, including fabricated government 
warnings and false information about the 
number of people affected in U.S. cities.
•Some of it’s coming from private Face-
book groups that popped up after the 
virus began spreading, The Washington 
Post reports.
The Chinese government is facing 
similar challenges — a clear change 

from past outbreaks.
•Some of the fastest-spreading misin-
formation about the crisis involves un-
founded rumors that the Chinese govern-
ment started the virus, according to an 

analysis provided to Axios from social 
media intelligence company Storyful.

•According to Storyful’s Catherine Sanz, 
dozens of posts across Weibo, the Chi-
nese messaging app, are making claims 
that the virus was engineered by either 
the Chinese or the U.S. governments, 
a narrative that exploits the already 
strained relationship between the two 
counties.
•According to the data, nearly 13,000 
posts across Twitter, public Facebook 
pages, and Reddit between January 24 
and January 27 have propagated conspir-
acy theories about the virus, including 

that it may be a bioweapon or a depop-
ulation method.
The Chinese government is spreading 
some misinformation of its own in re-
sponse.
•Storyful found that Chinese state media 
has tweeted photos purporting to show 
a new hospital, but which were actually 
stock images from a company that sells 
modular containers.
The big picture: Health care has long 
been a target of misinformation, because 
it plays into existing fears. This is espe-
cially true for disease outbreaks, which 
can spread faster than the news cycle is 
equipped to handle.

•Axios wrote last year that Russian ef-
forts to sow discord ahead of the 2020 
elections appeared to be focused on 
spreading inaccurate information about 
vaccines and 5G wireless technology.
•The Council on Foreign Relations wrote 
last year that online disinformation about 
the Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
Ebola virus outbreak in 2018 and 2019 
made the crisis worse, because it under-
mined confidence in the underlying sci-
ence being used to stop the spread of the 
disease.
2020 Misinformation Campaigns  
Take Aim At Current Emotional Is-
sues

Efforts to sow discord via misinforma-
tion ahead of the 2020 election cycle are 
pegged to a new set of societal contro-
versies, including the race to spread 5G, 
anti-vaccine fears, and immigration.
Why it matters: The timelier the issue 
within the national conversation, the 
more effective it can be to sow confu-
sion.
Flashback: The key misinformation tar-
gets during 2016 focused on memes and 
posts around #BlueLivesMatter, #Black-
LivesMatter and #MeToo.
“The most effective form of disinforma-
tion has the ring of truth.”
— Matthew F. Ferraro, a lawyer at 
Wilmer Hale who writes about misinfor-
mation issues
The big picture: Deepfake technology is 
making it easier to create misinformation 
about about our preconceived concerns 
or doubts.

•A good example: The video of Nancy 
Pelosi that went viral last week, which 
was slowed down to make her appear 
drunk.
•Similar misinformation schemes around 
Hillary Clinton being sick circulated in 
2016, playing off a “weak, older wom-
an” narrative.
The bottom line: “Sometimes that is the 
point – not to convince you of one thing 
but to make you doubt the accuracy of 
anything,” says Ferraro. (Courtey axios.
com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Misinformation About The 
Coronavirus Is Spreading Almost 

As Fast As The Virus Itself

Illustration: Sarah Grillo/Axios
Misinformation about the coronavirus is testing governments, 
tech platforms and health officials — as well as a nervous pub-

lic — in both the U.S. and China.
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跟以往的舊網站相比,廣告的曝光率增多了，從傳統的固定廣告,演變成滾動廣告.讓每一個客戶的
廣告都有公平的曝光率。解決了以前客戶廣告在最下面看不到的問題。

新添加了美南論壇，供大家全休斯頓發布招聘，求職，買賣，生活資訊等信息,打造華人最大的
聚集地. 實現全平臺的信息服務。

改版黃頁與分類廣告- 流量監控，黃頁分類更細致，更詳細。分類廣告可通過論壇模式發布。

用戶可根據自己的喜好訂閱不同的分類新聞，廣告。我們每周會推送一些客戶訂閱內容的廣告語
新聞，增大與客戶之間的互動。

新網站同比舊網站網速提升了許多. 新網站啟用的是AWS.Amazon的服務器. 用戶打開網頁和圖片
的速度會比以往大大提升。

新 的 美 南 新 聞 網 站 隆 重 推 出 5 大 板 塊 提 升 ,

為 客 戶 ，  讀 者 提 供 了 更 好 的 瀏 覽 體 驗 。

我們的新網站
www.scdaily.com

廣告

美南論壇

黃頁與分類廣告

個性化訂閱

網速
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BUSINESS

A new strain of coronavirus has now 
infected more people in China than the 
2002–2003 SARS epidemic, according 
to AP.
China reported 5,327 cases of SARS 
during its outbreak, while 2019-nCoV 
has topped that by several hundred. 
However, the death toll this time around 
is lower as at least 348 people died of 
SARS, while 132 people have died from 
the new coronavirus so far.
Several nations have begun evacuating 
citizens from China as the outbreak has 
grown wider.
•British Airways on Wednesday became 
the first major international airline to 
suspend all direct flights to and from 
mainland China in response to the out-
break.
•A charter flight carrying the first group 
of Japanese people to be evacuated from 
Wuhan arrived in Tokyo Wednesday, 
with four of the 206 passengers showing 
symptoms of the virus, an official from 
Japan’s government said, per Reuters.
•Australia’s Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison said Wednesday the country’s at-
risk citizens evacuated from Wuhan and 

China’s Hubei province would be held 
in quarantine on Christmas Island, an 
Australian territory known for its now-
closed refugee detention center.
•The U.K. is preparing to evacuate hun-
dreds of its citizens from China, as are 
other countries in the EU and New Zea-
land, the BBC notes.

Information breakdown on the effect 
the coronavirus is having

The Fed: What was going to be a very 
simple and straightforward policy meet-
ing for the Fed this afternoon has been 
significantly complicated by the out-
break of the Wuhan coronavirus and new 
geopolitical tensions. 

Diverted: A chartered plane carrying 
some 200 Americans from Wuhan land-
ed in Alaska Tuesday night and were 
screened for symptoms, the Anchorage 
News first reported. It then left for March 
Air Reserve Base in Riverside County, 
California, which was the third proposed 
final destination.(Axios)
U.S. cases: The CDC confirmed there 
were 5 cases in the U.S. as of Sunday, 
all of whom traveled in Wuhan, China 
and are now in California (2), Arizona, 
Washington state and Chicago. (Axios)
Lunar New Year: The holiday was ex-
tended until Feb. 2, but many celebra-
tions were canceled, the Washington 
Post reports, in an effort to stop people 
from traveling and spreading the virus.
Market jitters: Coronavirus fears are 
taking their toll on the financial market 
and airlines, but some wonder if the oil 
market is unnecessarily spooked. It’s 
also raised concerns about a global short-
age of drug supplies and sparked a run on 
surgical masks.
Teamwork: China is allowing the WHO 
to send international experts to observe 
the coronavirus on the ground — a move 
U.S. public health officials say is need-
ed to understand the virus and develop 
vaccines, diagnostics and treatments. 
(Axios)

Warning: The U.S. raised its travel ad-
visory for China, with the CDC recom-
mending Americans avoid nonessential 
trips there.
Transportation limits: Hong Kong’s 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam said the 
semiautonomous city would cut its rail 
links to mainland China and flights 

would be reduced, though the measures 
stopped short of a total closure of the 
border, per AP.
Scientific breakthrough: Scientists in 
Melbourne, Australia, have become the 
first to recreate the Wuhan coronavirus 
outside of China. Researchers are calling 
it a “game-changer for diagnosis.” (Ax-
ios)
Specialized hospital: Wuhan is quickly 
building a pre-fabricated 1,000-bed hos-
pital to treat only patients infected with 
coronavirus, as other hospitals struggle 
to meet demand and deal with a shortage 
of supplies, per AP.

Misinformation: Fabricated warnings 
and false information about the corona-
virus are testing governments, tech plat-
forms and health officials — as well as 
a nervous public — in both the U.S. and 
China. (Axios)
Lock-down: The Chinese govern-
ment locked down the cities of Wuhan, 
Huanggang and Ezhou, collectively 
home to nearly 20 million people, AP re-
ports. (Courtesy axios.com)

Related
Americans still have low risk of coro-

navirus infection, CDC says
 The risk of U.S. residents becoming 
infected by the coronavirus that’s dev-
astating China remains low right now, 
public health officials said Monday, even 
as there’s growing pressure to ramp up 
U.S. and international pandemic pre-
paredness.

National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases Director Nancy 
Messonnier speaks during a press con-
ference on the coordinated response to 
the coronavirus outbreak. Photo: Samuel 
Corum/Getty Images
The latest: There are at least 2,886 con-
firmed cases of 2019-nCoV in 16 coun-
tries or regions and 82 deaths in China. 
The U.S. has five confirmed cases with 
110 people in 26 states under investiga-
tion so far, 32 of whom tested negative, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Coronavirus in the U.S.
“At this time in the U.S., the virus is not 
spreading in the community ... the risk 

remains low.”
— Nancy Messonnier, director of the 
CDC’s National Center for Immuni-
zation and Respiratory Diseases, at a 

press briefing
The CDC says flu activity remains high 
— this season so far has an estimated 
15 million illnesses, 140,000 hospital-
izations and 8,200 deaths (including 54 

children) in the U.S. as of Jan. 18.
“Absolutely, the flu is a bigger risk for 
Americans than the coronavirus, right 
now.”
— Melissa Nolan, an infectious disease 
expert, tells Axios
Because this is a new coronavirus, and 
there are many “unknowns” about it, 
there’s the potential for a pandemic, 
which the CDC acknowledged on Sun-
day.
For now, the U.S. will continue screen-
ing passengers coming indirectly from 
Wuhan at five airports, conduct contact 
tracing for all confirmed patients to mon-
itor for new infections, and publicize re-
search via GenBank so labs can develop 
targeted diagnostics, treatments and vac-
cines. (Courtesy axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Americans Still Have Low Risk Of
Coronavirus Infection, CDC Says

What’s Happening Now
With The Coronavirus?
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