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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. De-
fense Department sent Congress a request 
to shift nearly $4 billion from the military 
budget to pay for a wall on the border with 
Mexico, a central promise of President 
Donald Trump’s campaign for the White 
House four years ago and bid this year for a 
second term.

Lawmakers said they received a request 
on Thursday to reprogram more than 
$3.8 billion from funding for the National 
Guard and weapons programs, setting the 
stage for a possible confrontation with 
Democrats.

Democratic aides said $1.5 billion would 
come from the National Guard, and the 
rest from funds for procurement, includ-
ing the Lockheed Martin Corp (LMT.N) 
F-35 fighter jet program, Lockheed C-130 
aircraft, Boeing Co (BA.N) P-8 Poseidon 
aircraft, Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey helicop-
ters and shipbuilding.

Congressional Democrats, who opposed 
Trump’s past diversion of billions of dollars 
in military spending to the border wall 
project, said the decision was dangerous and misguided.

“President Trump is once again disrespecting the separation of 
powers and endangering our security by raiding military resources 
to pay for his wasteful border wall,” Democratic Representatives 
Nita Lowey, chairwoman of the House of Representatives Appro-
priations Committee, and Pete Visclosky, chairman of the Defense 
Appropriations subcommittee, said in a statement.

“The Constitution gives Congress, not the President, the power of 

Trump administration taking $3.8 
billion more from military for Mexico 

the purse. Congress rejected Pres-
ident Trump’s full request for wall 
funding, which is why he is now or-
chestrating this backdoor mechanism 
to prop up a political vanity project,” 
they said.
The Trump administration has vowed 
to build at least 400 miles (640 km) 
of wall along the border by Novem-
ber 2020, when Americans will vote 
for president. In his 2016 campaign, 
Trump said Mexico would pay for the 

wall. The Mexican government has 
consistently refused to do so.

Trump’s hard-line immigration poli-
cies, particularly for immigrants who 
come across the southern border with 
Mexico, have been a signature of his 
political campaign and first term in 
the White House.

The Trump administration has built 
nearly 100 miles (160 km) of border 

wall, according to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection statistics current to 
late December. All of those barri-
ers replaced existing structures, the 
agency said.

FILE PHOTO: 
Construction 
workers raise 
the 30-foot high 
bollard style wall, 
at the US-Mex-
ico border to 
replace a section 
of the border wall 
near Calexico, 
California, U.S., 
February 23, 
2018. REUTERS/
Earnie Grafton



Filipinos voluntarily evacuated due to the coronavirus outbreak, board on a 
plane from Wuhan, Hubei

FILE PHOTO: Passengers board buses past personnel in protective clothing after arriving on 
an aircraft, chartered by the U.S. State Department to evacuate government employees and 
other Americans from the novel coronavirus threat in the Chinese city of Wuh

Cartons of Chivita fruit juice produced by CHI Limited are pictured in the supermarket in Abu-
ja, Nigeria February 13, 2020. REUTERS/Afolabi Sotunde
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Iranian men gather to mourn during the 40th day memorial, after the killing of Iran’s Quds Force top 
commander Qassem Soleimani in a U.S. air strike at Baghdad Airport, at the Grand Mosalla in Tehran

Dano milk, a product of Danish-based TG Arla Dairy Products Limited, are pictured in 
the supermarket in Abuja

Medical workers in protective suits check a CT scan image of a patient at a commu-
nity health service center in Wuhan

Democratic presidential candidate Bloomberg at campaign event in Raleigh, North Carolina

Workers operate a vehicle to carry out disinfection in Jianghan district, following an outbreak of the novel corona-
virus in Wuhan
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Renée Zellweger, who grew up in Katy, 
Texas, as the daughter of European im-
migrants, captured her second Oscar on 
Sunday night, this time as best actress 
for her bravura star turn in Judy, about 
the troubled life of musical legend Judy 
Garland.
As she had previously in the movie mu-
sical Chicago, Zellweger sang her own 
songs, disdaining even the thought of 
lip syncing. Her victory makes her the 
third woman from Texas to win an Os-
car for best actress. Quitman native Sissy 
Spacek won in 1980 for her performance 
in Coal Miner’s Daughter, and San Anto-
nio-born Joan Crawford won in 1945 for 
her role in Mildred Pierce.
In her acceptance speech, Zellweger paid 
tribute to American heroes — in particu-
lar the legend whose life she portrayed. 
She prefaced her remarks by thanking 
“my immigrant folks who came here 
with nothing but each other and a be-
lief in the American Dream. How about 

this?”
The past year, she said, “has been a re-
ally cool reminder that our heroes unite 
us — the best among us who inspire us to 
find the best in ourselves. They unite us.”

Renée Zellweger accepts the award 
for Best Actress in a Leading Role for                         
“Judy” during the 92nd Oscars at the 
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Califor-

nia on February 9, 2020. 
Photo/ AFP via Getty Images)

She saluted astronaut Sally Ride, labor 
leader Dolores Huerta, tennis stars “Ve-
nus and Serena [Williams] and [fallen 
pop star] Selena, Bob Dylan, [Martin] 

Scorsese, Fred Rogers, Harriet Tubman 
... We agree on our teachers, and we 
agree on our courageous men and wom-
en in uniform. We agree on our first re-
sponders and firefighters. And when we 
celebrate our heroes, we’re reminded of 
who we are, as one people — united.”
And the woman she portrayed is, she 
said, such a hero.
“Judy Garland did not receive this honor 
in her time. I am certain that this moment 
is an extension of the celebration of her 
legacy that began on our film set and is 
also representative of the fact that her 
legacy of unique exceptionalism and in-
clusivity and generosity of spirit, it tran-
scends anyone’s artistic achievement. 
Ms. Garland, you are certainly among 
the heroes that unite and define us. And 
this is certainly for you.”
For the Texas actress, Judy represents 
a comeback at age 50, since she went 
six years with her name not appearing 
on a single marquee, between My Own 
Love Song (2010) and a pair of films in 
in 2016, The Whole Truth and Bridget 
Jones’ Baby.

Renée Zellweger arrives for the 92nd 
Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Holly-

wood, California on Feb. 9, 2020.
(Photo/Invision/AP)

In 2017, she appeared in Same Kind of 
Different As Me, based on the bestselling 
book by Dallas businessman Ron Hall.
“Renée is a true star that makes you feel 
like you are her best friend from high 
school,” Hall said. “She’s just a regular 
ol’ Texas gal from her head to her boots 
and proud of her Longhorn roots. On the 
set of Same Kind of Different As Me, 
she would sit and chat with anyone and 
everyone in sight, then follow up with a 
text or handwritten note telling you how 
much she enjoyed the visit! I doubt there 

has ever been another Oscar winner as 
humble and thoughtful as Renée.”

This image released by Roadside At-
tractions shows Renée Zellweger as 
Judy Garland in a scene from “Judy”  
on the left. The real Judy Garland is 

shown at the right. (Photo/ AP)
Ann Hornaday, the film critic of The 
Washington Post, said recently on the 
podcast, The Tony Kornheiser Show, 
that Zellweger deserved to win — and 
then explained why.
The critic called the Texan’s performance 
one “that transcended the movie that it’s 
in … I left that film in a trance, almost. 
And it’s not because she was note-to-
note doing an impression — she was 
channeling [Judy Garland]. The physical 
commitment is so admirable. The big 
test is that first big number she does. And 
you go, ‘Uh-oh, is she going to be able to 
do this?’ And she does. She just nails it. 
There’s a thrill about that that you cannot 
take away from her.” (Courtesy https://
www.dallasnews.com/)

Related
What Judy Star Renée Zellweger                                             
Wishes She Could Ask Judy Garland
In the movie,  Judy, Renée Zellweger 
took on the almost insurmountable task 
of paying homage to one of Holly-
wood’s most iconic figures. In order to 
bring Judy Garland’s last years to life on 
screen in a way that was both respectful 
and honest, she had to immerse herself 
in the details of the late actress’ life. But 
even she still has questions about Judy 
Garland that she wishes she could ask.

Renée Zellweger as Judy Garland

And despite all the attention to detail, the 
Judy actress told Forbes she still has at 
least one big question she’d ask Garland 
if she could:
Who was the love of her life? The ulti-

mate love of her life.
Judy Garland was married five times -- 
to David Rose, Vincente Minnelli, Sid-
ney Luft, Mark Herron, and finally to 
Mickey Deans just a few months before 
her death at age 47 in 1969. Garland had 
three children, including fellow perform-
ers Liza Minnelli, Lorna Luft, and Joey 
Luft.
While Judy is a tried and true biopic, in 
that it covers the full spectrum of Judy 
Garland’s life and career, it does not fo-
cus much on her love life. Rather, it pays 
particularly close attention to her final 
years, when she moved from the US to 
the UK to try and revive her career. And 
in doing so, it pulls back the curtain on 
aspects of her life that have been gos-
siped about for decades -- namely, her 
addictions. While those aspects of her 
life are undoubtedly sad, Renée Zellwe-
ger has also gained respect for Judy Gar-
land after realizing how much she went 
through:
“I learned a lot about things I didn’t know 
about Judy’s life at that time. And I came 
to admire her even more deeply than I 
did before. I came to understand what 
she had to overcome again and again in 
order to continue to perform on the high-
est levels for such an extended period of 
time. Coming to know about that, you 
look at her differently. It’s not tragic, but 
triumphant.” (Courtesy https://www.cin-
emablend.com/)
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The UT Grad From Katy, Texas, Is The
Third Texan To Be Awarded Best Actress

Renée Zellweger Captures An 
Oscar For Her Role In ‘Judy,’ 

Renée Zellweger accepts the Actress in a Leading Role award for “Judy” onstage 
during the 92nd Annual Academy Awards at Dolby Theatre on Sunday, Feb. 9, 

2020 in Hollywood, Calif.(Photo/ TNS)
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Coronavirus’ Rising Toll
Chinese officials say the daily death 
toll from the new coronavirus there has 
topped 100 for first time, with more than 
1,000 total deaths recorded and 42,000 
people having been infected. The out-
break’s persistence is lowering optimism 
that the near-quarantine of about 60 mil-
lion people and other disease-control 
measures might be working.
The outbreak is also taking an economic 
toll on the mainland and in places like 
Macao, the semiautonomous Chinese 
territory that is the world’s gambling 
mecca. Macao isn’t on lockdown, but 
it has ground to a virtual standstill ever 
since the government closed the territo-
ry’s 41 casinos for half a month. Still, 
with new gambling licenses slated to be 
handed out in less than two years, the ca-
sinos aren’t complaining.

The coronavirus epidemic could spread 
to about two-thirds of the world’s popu-
lation if it cannot be controlled, accord-
ing to Hong Kong’s leading public health 
epidemiologist.
His warning came after the head of the 
World Health Organization (WHO) said 
recent cases of coronavirus patients who 
had never visited China could be the “tip 
of the iceberg”.

Prof Gabriel Leung, the chair of public 
health medicine at Hong Kong Univer-
sity, said the overriding question was 
to figure out the size and shape of the 
iceberg. Most experts thought that each 
person infected would go on to transmit 
the virus to about 2.5 other people. That 
gave an “attack rate” of 60-80%.
“Sixty per cent of the world’s population 
is an awfully big number,” Leung told 
the Guardian in London, en route to an 
expert meeting at the WHO in Geneva on 
Tuesday.
Even if the general fatality rate is as low 
as 1%, which Leung thinks is possible 
once milder cases are taken into account, 
the death toll would be massive.
He will tell the WHO meeting that the 
main issue is the scale of the growing 
worldwide epidemic and the second pri-
ority is to find out whether the drastic 
measures taken by China to prevent the 
spread have worked – because if so, oth-
er countries should think about adopting 
them.

Police cordon off a residential estate in 
Hong Kong. The global death toll from 
coronavirus could be massive, says 
Gabriel Leung. Photograph: Anthony 

Wallace/AFP via Getty Images
The Geneva meeting brings together 
more than 400 researchers and national 
authorities, including some participat-
ing by video conference from mainland 
China and Taiwan. “With 99% of cas-
es in China, this remains very much an 
emergency for that country, but one that 
holds a very grave threat for the rest of 
the world,” the WHO director-general 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in 
his opening remarks. To date China has 
reported 42,708 confirmed cases, includ-
ing 1,017 deaths, Tedros said.

At the end of January, he warned in a 
paper in the Lancet that outbreaks were 
likely to be “growing exponentially” in 
cities in China, lagging just one to two 
weeks behind Wuhan. Elsewhere, “in-
dependent self-sustaining outbreaks in 
major cities globally could become inev-
itable” because of the substantial move-
ment of people who were infected but 
had not yet developed symptoms, and 
the absence of public health measures to 
stop the spread.
Epidemiologists and modellers were 
trying to figure out what was likely to 
happen, said Leung. “Is 60-80% of the 
world’s population going to get infect-
ed? Maybe not. Maybe this will come in 
waves. Maybe the virus is going to at-
tenuate its lethality because it certainly 
doesn’t help it if it kills everybody in its 
path, because it will get killed as well,” 
he said.
Experts also need to know whether the 
restrictions in the centre of Wuhan and 
other cities have reduced infections. 
“Have these massive public health inter-
ventions, social distancing, and mobility 
restrictions worked in China?” he asked. 
“If so, how can we roll them out, or is it 
not possible?”

Health workers in protective 
gears evacuate residents from a                                                 
public housing building in Hong Kong. 
Photograph: Tyrone Siu/Reuters
For now, containment measures are es-

sential. Leung said the period of time 
when people were infected but showed 
no symptoms remained a huge problem. 
Quarantine was necessary, but to ensure 
people were not still carrying the virus 
when they left, everybody should ideally 
be tested every couple of days. If anyone 
within a quarantine camp or on a strick-
en cruise ship tested positive, the clock 
should be reset to 14 days more for all 
the others.
Some countries at risk because of the 
movement of people to and from Chi-
na have taken precautions. On a visit to 
Thailand three weeks ago, Leung talked 
to the health minister and advised the 
setting up of quarantine camps, which 
the government has done. But other 
countries with links to China appear, 
inexplicably, to have no cases – such as 
Indonesia. “Where are they?” he asked. 
(Courtesy https://www.theguardian.
com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Exclusive

Public Health Epidemiologist Says
Other Countries Should Consider Adopting 

China-Style Containment Measures

Coronavirus ‘Could Infect 60% Of
Global Population If Unchecked’

An electron microscope image of a coronavirus, part of a family of viruses                                
that cause ailments including the common cold and Sars. (PhotographAP)
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