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Coronavirus spreads faster outside 
China, stoking global fears
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SHANGHAI/SEOUL (Reuters) - The number of new coro-
navirus infections inside China - the source of the outbreak 
- was for the first time overtaken by fresh cases elsewhere 
on Wednesday, with Italy and Iran emerging as epicenters 
of the rapidly spreading illness.
Asia reported hundreds of new cases, Brazil con-
firmed Latin America’s first infection and the new dis-
ease - COVID-19 - was also detected for the first time in 
Pakistan, Sweden, Norway, Greece, Romania and Algeria.

U.S. health authorities, managing 59 cases so far - mostly 
Americans repatriated from a cruise ship in Japan - have 
said a global pandemic is likely.
New York monitoring dozens for possible coronavirus 
exposure, governor says none confirmed
JetBlue waives cancellation fees till March 11 on corona-
virus concerns
See more stories
U.S. President Donald Trump, seeking to calm markets 
and an increasingly worried public, said in a live broadcast 
that the United States was “very very ready” to face the 
virus threat and that Vice President Mike Pence would 
be in charge of the national response. It was one of just 
a handful of times that the president has appeared in the 
White House briefing room.

Stock markets across the world have lost $3.3 trillion of 
value in four days of trading, as measured by the MSCI 
all-country index .MIWD00000PUS. [MKTS/GLOB]

Wall Street reversed earlier gains on Wednesday afternoon 

Inside C2

People wearing face 
masks walk inside a 
subway station, as the 
country is hit by an 
outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus, in Shang-
hai, China February 17, 
2020. REUTERS/Aly 
Song

and oil prices dropped to their lowest level in over a year, 
spooked in part by health officials saying dozens of people 
who had been in China were being monitored in suburbs of 
populous New York city - although no confirmed cases have 
been found.
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio urged the federal government 
to tighten testing for visitors from a range of countries where 
the virus has been spreading, adding that its eventual detection 
in the city was “100% certain.”

The virus that can lead to pneumonia is believed to have origi-
nated in a market selling wildlife in the central Chinese city of 
Wuhan late last year. It has infected about 80,000 people and 
killed more than 2,700, the vast majority in China.

While radical quarantining measures have helped slow the rate 
of transmission in China, it is accelerating elsewhere.

Germany, which has around 20 cases, said it was already 
impossible to trace all chains of infection, and Health Minister 
Jens Spahn urged regional authorities, hospitals and employers 
to review their pandemic planning.

A woman wearing a face mask is seen on a street in downtown 
Shanghai, China, as the country is hit by an outbreak of a new 
coronavirus, February 26, 2020. REUTERS/Aly Song
The World Health Organization (WHO) said China had report-
ed 412 new cases on Tuesday, while there were 459 in 37 other 
countries.

However, WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus advised 

diplomats in Geneva on Wednesday against speaking of a 
pandemic - which the WHO defines as the worldwide spread of 
a new disease.

“Using the word pandemic carelessly has no tangible ben-
efit, but it does have significant risk in terms of amplifying 
unnecessary and unjustified fear and stigma, and paralyzing 
systems,” he said. “It may also signal that we can no longer 
contain the virus, which is not true.”

As panic increased, Mexican authorities barred a 
cruise ship from docking at one of its ports over 
what the ship’s company said was a single case of 
common seasonal flu.

The WHO says the outbreak in China peaked around Feb. 
2, after measures that included isolating its epicenter Hubei 
province. It said only 10 new cases were reported in China on 
Tuesday outside Hubei.
There is no known vaccine for the virus. U.S. pharmaceutical 
firm Gilead Sciences Inc (GILD.O) said on Wednesday it had 
started two late-stage studies to test its experimental antiviral 
drug remdesivir in humans.
FIRST LATIN AMERICAN CASE
As the cases have rippled outwards, the effects on large gath-
erings have increased. In Japan, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
called for sports and cultural events to be scrapped or curtailed 
for two weeks as concern mounted for the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics, while sources told Reuters the International Monetary 
Fund was considering whether to make its April meeting in 
Washington virtual.
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - The coronavirus 
outbreak has yet to spread meaningfully to 
U.S. shores, but fears of it alone have already 
eviscerated some $2 trillion of American stock 
market value, setting off a market rout that 
could stymie consumer spending - even before 
other economic effects of the disease are felt.
Economists now see the virus, its effect on 
markets and its potential to dampen consumer 
confidence as the biggest risk to a record-long 
economic boom.
“The tightening of financial conditions I think 
is really the key game changer in this out-
break,” said Gregory Daco, chief U.S. econo-
mist for Oxford Economics.
The rise in global cases and warnings that the 
virus could spread in the United States caused 
stocks to fall, the dollar to strengthen and 
corporate spreads to widen, Daco said. That 
volatility also means some consumers with an 
eye to retirement may curtail their spending, 
he added. “You tend to be more cautious about 
your outlook because you’re worried,” Daco 
said.

While stock market rallies do not always lead 
to a pickup in consumer spending, Americans 
have scaled back consumption during previous bouts of 
market volatility.
In December 2018, for instance, when the S&P 500 Index 
.SPX fell 9.2% in its biggest monthly drop since the finan-
cial crisis, the Commerce Department’s measure of core 
retail sales plunged 3% from the month before.

Through Tuesday, the S&P 500 had fallen 7.6% from its 
record high last Wednesday, wiping out more than $2.1 
trillion of value in just four days, a historic loss in paper 
wealth.
A prolonged market slump could deal a bigger blow to the 
U.S. economy than some of the other effects stemming 
from the shutdowns in China, such as disruptions to 
supply chains for American companies, because it could 

U.S. consumer spending could see one-
two punch from stocks drop, coronavirus

directly affect the consumer, said Mark 
Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Analyt-
ics. “The American consumer really is the 
firewall between an expanding economy and 
a recession,” Zandi said.
Baby boomers, who account for a large por-
tion of consumer spending, are often quick 
to cut back on unnecessary expenses during 
periods of market volatility because they 
become worried about retirement, Zandi 
said. In contrast, they aren’t as eager to boost 
spending when the stock market is rising 
because the bulk of their investments are 

held in their nest eggs, he said.
Wealthy consumers, who have large stakes in 
the stock market and make up a substantial 
share of consumer spending, could also re-
duce their spending, said Danielle DiMarti-
no Booth, founder of Quill Intelligence and 
a past adviser to former Dallas Fed President 
Richard Fisher. This could lead to reduced 
sales of luxury goods and lower spending on 
hotel stays, Booth said.
U.S. consumer confidence dropped slight-
ly last week as fears over the coronavirus 

spread and began to push down stock prices, 
according to Morning Consult’s Index of 
Consumer Sentiment. Consumers’ outlook 
is still more optimistic than it was last fall, 
when concerns about the trade war were 
rising, but the report showed consumers are 
worried the virus could slow global growth 
and eventually hit their local economies.

A more dramatic hit to spending and the 
U.S. economy would appear if there were 
to be cases of coronavirus in major cities 
such as New York, Washington, D.C., or San 

FILE PHOTO: 
An H&M store 
has sale signs in 
the window in 
New York City, 
U.S., August 11, 
2016. REUTERS/
Joe White



U.S. President Trump holds news conference on the coronavirus outbreak at 
the White House in Washington

Subcommittee hearing on oversight of the coronavirus outbreak

Representative Joseph P. Kennedy III (D-MA) poses a question regarding recent tweets by Pres-
ident Trump during a House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee hearing on Health 
and Human Services oversight of the coronavirus outbreak in Washington, U.S., February 26, 
2020. REUTERS/Amanda Voisard.
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A health official holds equipment to detect body temperature as part of a health emergency operation 
due to the coronavirus outbreak, at El Alto International Airport in the outskirts of La Paz

A scientists works in a bio-safety level 2 laboratory at The Rega Institute for Medical 
Research at the KU Leuven that are currently conducting researches to find treatment 
against coronavirus

A scientists works in a bio-safety level 2 laboratory at The Rega Institute for Med-
ical Research at the KU Leuven that are currently conducting researches to find 
treatment against coronavirus

Professor of virology at the KU Leuven Neyts poses at The Rega Institute for Medical Re-
search at the KU Leuven

U.S. President Trump holds news conference on the coronavirus outbreak at the White House in Washington



Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 
health insurance plans, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

Healthcare that understands your culture.

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Mandarin and Cantonese

• The Woodlands OB/GYN  
and Women’s Health

• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Meet Dr. Alan Chang

Dr. Alan Chang is a certified  
da Vinci® surgeon who performs 

laparoscopic hysterectomies 
and other minimally invasive 
gynecological procedures. 

The new Kingwood Clinic, located at 
25553 Highway 59, will begin caring for 

patients on Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

For information, visit
kelsey-seybold.com/kingwood.

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and, Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares.
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Monkeys have been infected with a 
deadly form of coronavirus in a bid to 
find a successful vaccine for the current 
COVID-19 epidemic. An experimental 
antiviral vaccine called remdesivir was 
found to cure rhesus macaques infected 
with Middle East respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus (MERS-CoV).
More than 2,400 have been infected with 
the strain of the virus, which the Euro-
pean Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control estimate has killed 910 humans.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
typical case of MERS includes fever, 
cough, and/or shortness of breath.
Pneumonia is common and some people 
have been known to suffer organ failure 
or septic shock. Around 35% of those 
who contract it die.
US National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
scientists say the wonder drug was 
found to be successful when given to 
macaques before they were infected and 
are now hopeful they can trial it with the 
COVID-19 (Wuhan) epidemic, which is 
part of the same family of viruses.
Russia rocket failure may be due to poor 
investment says expert

More than 2,400 have been infected with 
the strain of the virus, which the Euro-
pean Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control estimate has killed 910 humans.
The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
typical case of MERS includes fever, 
cough, and/or shortness of breath.

Korean workers wearing protective 
gear transfer a suspected coronavirus 
patient.
Pneumonia is common and some people 
have been known to suffer organ failure 
or septic shock. Around 35% of those 
who contract it die.
US National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
scientists say the wonder drug was 
found to be successful when given to 

macaques before they were infected and 
are now hopeful they can trial it with the 
COVID-19 (Wuhan) epidemic, which is 
part of the same family of viruses.
Several other clinical trials of remdesivir 
for COVID-19 believed to be under way 
in China.
Meanwhile, some sickly human patients 
with COVID-19 have already taken the 
experimental drug in a bid to recover.
The findings of the study, published this 
month, revealed three groups of mon-
keys were treated with remdesivir.
Detailing the findings, Drug Target 
Review report one group of primates, 
housed at a lab in Hamilton, Montana, 
received the drug 24 hours before infec-
tion with MERS-CoV.
Another group were given the vaccine 
some 12 hours after infection and an-
other control group did not receive any 
treatment.
They were then observed for six days, 
and those treated a day in advance 
showed no symptoms.
Those treated after infection had less 
damage to their lungs than the con-
trol animals – the fate of which are not 
known.

The NIH scientists say the results sup-
port further clinical trials of remdesivir 
for COVID-19, which has so far claimed 
over 2,400 lives worldwide.
In a statement NIH said: “MERS-CoV is 
closely related to the 2019 novel corona-
virus (2019-nCoV) that has grown to be 
a global public health emergency since 
cases were first detected in Wuhan, Chi-
na, in December.
“Remdesivir has previously protect-
ed animals against a variety of viruses 
in lab experiments. The drug has been 
shown experimentally to effectively treat 
monkeys infected with Ebola and Nipah 

viruses.
“The scientists indicate that the promis-
ing study results support additional clin-
ical trials of remdesivir for MERS-CoV 
and 2019-nCoV. At least two clinical 
trials of remdesivir for 2019-nCoV are 
under way in China, and other patients 
with 2019-nCoV infection have received 
the drug under a compassionate use pro-
tocol.”
Believed to have originated in camels 
the MERS-CoV is transmitted primarily 
from animals to people, but transmission 
from people to people is also possible.
Cases identified outside the Middle East, 
including the US and the UK are people 
who were infected in the Middle East 

and travelled. Approximately 80% of hu-
man cases reported by the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia.
RSPCA say: “In the UK, around 3,000 
monkeys are used annually. Much of this 
use is to develop and test the safety and 
effectiveness of potential human med-
icines and vaccines. Primates are also 
used for studying how the brain func-
tions and in research relating to human 
reproduction.” 
The demand is said to be growing.
In the US a record 71,317 monkeys were 
used in labs in 2010 and a similar num-
ber were tested on in 2018, when 70,797 
monkeys were used.
(Courtesy https://www.dailystar.co.uk/
news)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Coronavirus-Infected Monkeys 
Employed In Bid To find Vaccine

OVERVIEW
U.S. Monkeys Have Been Treated With A New Experimental Drug

To Combat The Coronavirus Now Spreading Across The Globe
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(AP) — The new virus took aim at a 
broadening swath of the globe Monday, 
with officials in Europe and the Middle 
East scrambling to limit the spread of an 
outbreak that showed signs of stabilizing 
at its Chinese epicenter but posed new 
threats far beyond. As of Saturday, the 
virus had spread to 28 countries. Some 
1,500 cases had been confirmed outside 
China; multiple infections in the United 
States, Italy, Iran and the United Arab 
Emirates; and one in Egypt, the first to 
be confirmed on the African continent. 
The highest death toll outside of China is 
in Iran, with six as of Saturday.
In Italy, authorities set up roadblocks, 
called off soccer matches and shuttered 
sites including the famed La Scala opera 
house. In Iran, the government said 12 
people had died nationwide, while five 
neighboring countries — Iraq, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, Oman and Afghanistan — re-
ported their first cases of the virus, with 

all those infected having links to Iran.
Across the world, stock markets and fu-
tures tumbled on fears of a global eco-
nomic slowdown due to the expanding 
spread of the virus. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average sank more than 1,000 
points, its biggest decline in two years. 
The number of people sickened by the 
coronavirus topped 79,000 globally, and 
wherever it sprung up, officials rushed to 
try to contain it. China reported 409 new 
cases of the illness on Monday, raising 
the mainland’s total to 77,150. It also 
announced 150 new deaths for a 2,592 
total.

Dr. Liang Wannian, the leader of a team 
of Chinese experts working with WHO 
to study the outbreak, said more than 
3,000 medical workers had been infect-
ed, the majority of them in Wuhan. Liang 
said while the origins of the virus were 
still being studied, research suggested 
that bats may have been one of the hosts 
and that pangolins, a type of anteater, 
may have been an intermediate host.
Meantime, China announced it would 
postpone the annual meetings of the 
National People’s Congress, among the 
most important political gatherings of 
the year, citing the virus outbreak.
“The past few weeks has demonstrated 
just how quickly a new virus can spread 
around the world and cause widespread 
fear and disruption,” said the head of the 
World Health Organization, Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus.
Virus reaches more than 3 dozen 

countries and 80,000 people
Coronaviruses are a large family of vi-
ruses, some of which cause the common 
cold. Others have evolved into more se-
vere illnesses, such as SARS and MERS.

“Does this virus have pandemic poten-
tial? Absolutely, yes,” Tedros said, but 
“for the moment we’re not witnessing 
the uncontained global spread of this vi-
rus.”
“I have spoken consistently about the 
need for facts not fear. Using the word 
pandemic now does not fit the facts but 
it may certainly cause fear,” Tedros said, 
speaking in Geneva.
He said a WHO expert team currently in 

China believes the virus plateaued there 
between Jan. 23 and Feb. 2 and has de-
clined since. The team also said the fa-
tality rate in China was between 2% and 
4% in Wuhan, the epicenter of the out-
break, and 0.7% outside of Wuhan.

Korea Surge

Medical workers carried a patient 
infected with coronavirus to a hospi-
tal in Chuncheon, South Korea, on 
Saturday. The country has reported a 
sharp jump in cases, many linked to a 
secretive church. (Photo/Yonhap, via 

Agence France-Presse —
 Getty Images)

China still has the vast majority of cas-
es, but as it records lower levels of new 
infections, attention has shifted to new 
fronts in the outbreak. Chief among 
them is South Korea, where President 
Moon Jae-in placed the country under a 
red alert, the highest level, allowing for 
“unprecedented, powerful steps” to stem 
the crisis.
South Korea reported 123 new corona-
virus cases on Sunday, bringing its total 
to 556, and reported a fourth death. The 
news added to concerns that another 
Asian country was losing control of the 
disease and that the window to avert a 
pandemic was closing.
Asked about the spike in cases in Iran, 
WHO’s emergencies program director, 
Michael Ryan, cautioned that in the first 
wave of infections reported from a coun-
try, only the deaths may be being picked 
up and therefore be over-represented. 

“The virus may have been there for lon-
ger than we had previously suspected,” 
he said.
Ryan said a WHO team would be arriv-
ing in Iran on Tuesday and in Italy on 
Monday.

Who team visits hospitals in China.
“What we don’t understand yet in 
COVID-19 are the absolute transmis-
sion dynamics,” Ryan said, noting that 
in China there’s been a significant drop 
in cases. “That goes against the logic of 
pandemic.”
Authorities in Iran closed schools across 
much of the country for a second day 
Monday. Movie theaters and other ven-
ues were shuttered through at least Fri-
day, and daily sanitizing of public buses 
and the Tehran metro, which is used by 
some 3 million people, was begun.
The conflicting reports raised questions 
about the Iranian government’s trans-
parency concerning the scale of the out-
break. But even with the lower toll of 12, 
the number of deaths compared to the 
number of confirmed infections from the 
virus is higher in Iran than in any other 
country, including China and South Ko-
rea, where the outbreak is far more wide-
spread. (Courtesy https://apnews.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Virus Expands Outside Of
Asia To Europe And Mideast

A man wearing a sanitary mask walks past the Duomo gothic cathedral in Mi-
lan, Italy, Monday, Feb. 24, 2020. Italy has been scrambling to check the spread 
of Europe’s first major outbreak of the new viral disease amid rapidly rising 
numbers of infections and calling off the popular Venice Carnival, scrapping 
major league soccer matches in the stricken area and shuttering theaters, in-

cluding Milan’s legendary La Scala. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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