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First coronavirus death in U.S. 
reported in Washington state
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(Reuters) - Washington state health officials reported the 
first patient death from coronavirus in the United States on 
Saturday, according to a news release, as federal and local 
health officials scramble to contain the rapidly spreading 
disease.

Health officials in King County, Washington said they 
would provide an update on the patient who died at 1:00 
p.m. Pacific Time (2100 GMT), and that the patient was 
among one of the state’s new cases of the disease.

“Health officials will be providing the latest updates re-
garding novel coronavirus cases in King County, including 
new people identified with the infection, one of whom 
died,” the news release said.

RELATED COVERAGE
Additional U.S. coronavirus cases are ‘likely,’ Trump says
The report of the first coronavirus death in the United 
States capped a week of stock market upheaval and es-
calating concern among state and federal health officials 
about the spread of the disease, which has infected more 
than 60 people in the United States and spread across 46 
countries.

Most of the U.S. cases have occurred in travelers from 
China, where the virus originated.
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Harborview Medical 
Center’s home assess-
ment team, including 
(L to R) Michelle 
Steik, Lucy Green-
field, and Krista Re-
itberg prepare to visit 
the home of a person 
potentially exposed to 
novel coronavirus, at 
Harborview Medical 
Center in Seattle, 
Washington, U.S. 
February 29, 2020. 
REUTERS/David 
Ryder

But public health officials have also identified four “presump-
tive” coronavirus cases believed to have emerged from com-
munity transmission of the infection, signaling a turning point 
in strategies needed to contain the disease in the United States.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
issued a statement late on Friday citing three cases of unknown 
origin newly diagnosed by state public health authorities - one 
each in California, Oregon and Washington state.

If confirmed by the CDC, along with a similar case of un-
known origin announced on Wednesday in California, that 
would bring to four the number of diagnosed individuals in 
the United States with no history of travel to a country where 
the virus is circulating and no close contact with an infected 
person.

Taken together, the four cases are a sign the virus is now 
spreading within at least four separate locations on the U.S. 
West Coast spanning nearly 900 miles (1,448 km), from Cal-
ifornia’s Silicon Valley region in Santa Clara County north to 
the Puget Sound near Seattle.

GRAPHIC: Tracking the novel coronavirus - here

Harborview Medical Center’s home assessment team, includ-
ing (L to R) Michelle Steik, Lucy Greenfield, and Krista Reit-
berg prepare to visit the home of a person potentially exposed 
to novel coronavirus, at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, 
Washington, U.S. February 29, 2020. REUTERS/David Ryder

U.S. health authorities say it means the respiratory disease that 
has infected nearly 80,000 people and killed more than 2,800 
in China is no longer an imported phenomenon but has taken 
up residence in the United States.

“What we know now is that the virus is here, present at some 
level, but we still don’t know to what degree,” said Dr. Sara 
Cody, chief public health officer for Santa Clara 
County, speaking of the newly diagnosed case there, 
the latest of three in her county and the 10th detect-
ed in California.

“This case does signal to us that it is now time to shift how we 
respond,” she told a news conference on Friday.

Local media reported that the illness of two of the patients - a 
school employee in Oregon and an elementary school student 
in Washington - have already led to their respective schools 
being closed temporarily.
The three latest patients - and a fourth new case believed to be 
travel-related in Washington state - were diagnosed based on 
results obtained in their respective states from CDC-supplied 
test kits and are considered “presumptive positive” cases pend-
ing CDC confirmatory testing, the U.S. agency said.

Even as confirmation was pending there, local authorities were 
already working to trace close contacts the patients had with 
others in a bid to curb transmission.
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(Reuters) - U.S. public health officials have identified four 
“presumptive” coronavirus cases believed to have emerged 
from community transmission of the infection, signaling 
a turning point in strategies needed to contain the disease 
in the United States.

A woman wears a mask on Wall St. near the New York 
Stock Exchange (NYSE) in New York, U.S., February 28, 
2020. REUTERS/Brendan McDermid
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) issued a statement late on Friday citing three cases 
of unknown origin newly diagnosed by state public health 
authorities - one each in California, Oregon and Washing-
ton state.

If confirmed by the CDC, along with a similar case of 
unknown origin announced on Wednesday in California, 
that would bring to four the number of diagnosed indi-
viduals in the United States with no history of travel to a 
country where the virus is circulating and no close contact 
with an infected person.

Taken together, the four cases are a sign the virus is now 
spreading within at least four separate locations on the 
U.S. West Coast spanning nearly 900 miles (1,448 km), 
from California’s Silicon Valley region in Santa Clara 
County north to the Puget Sound near Seattle.

U.S. health authorities say it means the respiratory disease 
that has infected nearly 80,000 people and killed more 
than 2,800 in China, where it originated, is no longer an 
imported phenomenon but has taken up residence in the 
United States.

RELATED COVERAGE
Washington state reports first coronavirus death in United 
States
“What we know now is that the virus is here, present at 
some level, but we still don’t know to what degree,” said 

Local spread of coronavirus marks 
turning point in U.S.

Dr. Sara Cody, chief public health officer for 
Santa Clara County, speaking of the newly 
diagnosed case there, the latest of three in 
her county and the 10th detected in Califor-
nia.

“This case does signal to us that it is now 
time to shift how we respond,” she told a 
news conference on Friday.

Local media reported that the illness of 
two of the patients - a school employee in 
Oregon and an elementary school student 

in Washington - have already led to their 
respective schools being closed tempo-
rarily.

The three latest patients - and a fourth 
new case believed to be travel-related in 
Washington state - were diagnosed based 
on results obtained in their respective 
states from CDC-supplied test kits and 
are considered “presumptive positive” 
cases pending CDC confirmatory testing, 
the U.S. agency said.

Even as confirmation was pending 
there, local authorities were already 
working to trace close contacts the pa-
tients had with others in a bid to curb 
transmission.
Until this week, the CDC had counted 
just 15 confirmed cases in six states 
as having been detected through the 
U.S. public health system since Jan. 21, 
none fatal. Most were contracted by 
individuals while traveling in China. 
Only two person-to-person transmis-
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Members of the medical team spray disinfectant to sanitize indoor place of 
Imam Reza’s holy shrine, following the coronavirus outbreak, in Mashhad

A woman wearing a protective face mask stands on a London Underground platform in 
central London

Members of the medical team spray disinfectant to sanitize outdoor place of Imam Reza’s holy 
shrine, following the coronavirus outbreak, in Mashhad
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A person wearing a protective face mask walks through a London Underground station in central Lon-
don

A member of the medical team sprays disinfectant to sanitize wheel chairs in Imam 
Reza’s holy shrine, following the coronavirus outbreak, in Mashhad

A person wearing a protective face mask walks through a Waterloo station in central 
London

Members of the medical team spray disinfectant to sanitize outdoor place of Imam Reza holy 
shrine, following the coronavirus outbreak, in Mashhad

People wearing protective face masks leave Piccadilly Circus underground station in central London



Kelsey-Seybold welcomes new patients and accepts more than 50 
health insurance plans, including Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Cigna, KelseyCare, and UnitedHealthcare.

Healthcare that understands your culture.

Alan Chang, M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Mandarin and Cantonese

• The Woodlands OB/GYN  
and Women’s Health

• Kingwood Clinic

Jennifer Lai, M.D.
Pediatrics
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic 

Meet Dr. Alan Chang

Dr. Alan Chang is a certified  
da Vinci® surgeon who performs 

laparoscopic hysterectomies 
and other minimally invasive 
gynecological procedures. 

The new Kingwood Clinic, located at 
25553 Highway 59, will begin caring for 

patients on Monday, Jan. 20, 2020.

For information, visit
kelsey-seybold.com/kingwood.

Amy En-Hui Chen, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Guiying Hu, M.D.
Hematology/Oncology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Frank Hua, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Yee-Ru (Amy) Chen, D.O.
Family Medicine
Cantonese, Mandarin,  
and, Taiwanese
• Downtown at The Shops at  

4 Houston Center

Charlene Crockett, M.D.
Pediatric Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Wayne Tie, M.D.
Ophthalmology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Clear Lake Clinic

Philip L. Ho, M.D.
Urology
Mandarin
• Clear Lake Clinic
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Joyce Holz, M.D.
Gynecology
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Kuangzoo Huang, M.D.
Family Medicine
Mandarin
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jia Lee, O.D.
Optometry
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Tri Lee, M.D.
Endocrinology
Cantonese
• Berthelsen Main Campus
• Meyerland Plaza Clinic

Jeanie Ling, M.D. 
Ophthalmology
Ophthalmic Surgery
Glaucoma Specialist
Mandarin
• Tanglewood Clinic

John Tam, M.D.
Internal Medicine
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Fort Bend Medical and 

Diagnostic Center

Eileen Wu, M.D.
Orthopedic Surgery
Mandarin
• Spring Medical and  

Diagnostic Center 
• The Woodlands Clinic

Chen Xie, M.D.
Ear, Nose, and Throat
Mandarin
• Berthelsen Main Campus

Beth Yip, M.D., F.A.A.P.
Pediatrics
Cantonese and Mandarin
• Pearland Clinic

24-hour appointment scheduling: 713-442-0000
Learn more at kelsey-seybold.com/cares.
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GUANGZHOU, Feb. 27 (Xinhua) -- Re-
nowned Chinese respiratory specialist 
Zhong Nanshan said he is confident that 
the novel coronavirus outbreak would 
be basically under control by the end of 
April.
Zhong made the remarks at a press con-
ference in Guangzhou on Thursday.
“With the strong measures taken by the 
central government and the joint efforts 
made by medics across the country, 
we’re confident that the epidemic will 
be basically under control by the end 
of April,” said Zhong, in south China’s 
Guangdong Province.
Talking about the ongoing epidem-
ic, Zhong said though the first case of 
COVID-19 was discovered in China, 
it does not mean that it originated from 
China.
“Though the COVID-19 was first dis-
covered in China, it does not mean that it 
originated from China,” said Zhong.
“We need greater international coopera-
tion. This is a human disease, not a na-

tional disease,” Zhong said, adding that 
the Guangzhou Medical University has 
already strengthened cooperation with 
foreign universities.

Guangzhou Medical University
Latest research have found that the nov-
el coronavirus has a prominent feature 
whereby patients have a large amount 
of very sticky mucus in their small air-
ways, said Zhong, adding that obstruc-
tion of the airway can lead to secondary 
infections. “We are working to solve the 
problem.”
The mortality rate among critically ill 
patients in Wuhan, the epicenter of the 
outbreak, is close to 60 percent, accord-

ing to Zhong. Experts are searching for 
solutions to hypoxia, and some new 
methods have proved effective in reliev-
ing breathing difficulties of patients in 
Wuhan, he said.
Addressing the question that some pa-
tients discharged from hospital after 
initial recovery have tested positive for 
the coronavirus for a second time, Zhong 
said COVID-19 is a new infectious dis-
ease, the process of which is not known 
yet.
“We can’t draw an absolute conclusion 
at present and have to follow its develop-
ment closely. But according to the laws 
of microorganisms, those with enough 
antibodies will not be infected again,” 
Zhong said.
Chinese Hospitals Discharge 32,495                     
Recovered Coronavirus Infection Pa-

tients

Recovered COVID-19 patients express 
their gratitude to medical staff of the 
Second Xiangya Hospital of Central 
South University, at the Zhongfax-
incheng campus of Tongji Hospital 
affiliated to Huazhong University of 
Science and Technology in Wuhan, 
central China’s Hubei Province, Feb. 

23, 2020. (Xinhua/Shen Bohan)
BEIJING, Feb. 27 (Xinhua) -- A to-
tal of 32,495 patients infected with the 
novel coronavirus had been discharged 
from hospital after recovery by the end 
of Wednesday, Chinese health authority 
said Thursday.
Wednesday saw 2,750 people walk out 
of hospital after recovery, the National 
Health Commission said in its daily re-
port.
By the end of Wednesday, a total of 
78,497 confirmed cases of novel coro-
navirus infection had been reported in 
31 provincial-level regions on Chinese 

mainland, and 2,744 people had died of 
the disease. (Courtesy xinhuanet.com)

Related
What is a coronavirus?

Coronaviruses are a family of hundreds 
of viruses that can cause fever, respira-
tory problems, and sometimes gastroin-
testinal symptoms too. The 2019 novel 
coronavirus, which is probably why 
you’re reading this right now, is one of 
seven members of this family known to 
infect humans, and the third in the past 
three decades to jump from animals to 
humans. Since emerging in China in De-
cember, this new coronavirus has caused 
a global health emergency, sickening 
more than 43,000 people worldwide, and 
so far killing 1,018.

Coronaviruses are divided into four 
genera: alpha, beta, gamma, and del-
ta. These little invaders are zoonotic, 
meaning they can spread between an-
imals and humans; gamma and del-
ta coronaviruses mostly infect birds, 
while alpha and beta mostly reside in 

mammals.
Researchers first isolated human corona-
viruses in the 1960s, and for a long time 
they were considered pretty mild. Most-
ly, if you got a coronavirus, you’d end up 
with a cold. But the most famous coro-
naviruses are the ones that jumped from 
animals to humans. In 2003, one moved 
from bats to humans and caused the Sud-
den Acute Respiratory Syndrome pan-
demic—SARS. And it happened again 
in 2012 with Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome, or MERS.
The other thing that contributes to the 
severity of the infection is the proteins 
the virus produces. Different genes mean 
different proteins; more virulent coro-
naviruses may have spike proteins bet-
ter at latching onto human cells. Some 

coronaviruses produce proteins that can 
fend off the immune system, and when 
patients have to mount even larger im-
mune responses, they get sicker. (Cour-
tesy https://www.wired.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Chinese Health Expert Confident 
Coronavirus Outbreak Will Be
Under Control By Late April

Renowned Chinese respiratory specialist Zhong Nanshan speaks at a press con-
ference in Guangzhou, south China’s Guangdong Province, February 18, 2020. 
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A poor response to the coronavirus could 
be politically devastating for President 
Trump, and so far his administration has 
given the strong impression that it’s still 
scrambling as the risk of a pandemic 
mounts.
But there’s only so much any president 
can do to stop a virus from spreading, 
and for now the coronavirus is still very 
much under control within the U.S. But 
if the disease get worse in the months 
ahead, and if the administration seems to 
be caught off guard, that spells trouble 
for public confidence in Trump.
Case in point: Last week’s coronavirus 
press conference was all over the map.
•Trump was surprised at how deadly the 
annual flu virus is, but accurately em-
phasized public health officials’ advice 
to treat the coronavirus like the flu.
•He downplayed the likelihood of a 
widespread U.S. outbreak, even though 
public health officials, including the 
CDC, have said such an outbreak is pret-
ty likely.
•A new U.S. case — one that may have 
been transmitted locally, a key indicator 
of a potential pandemic — was con-
firmed while Trump was downplaying 

the likelihood of an outbreak within the 
U.S. to the press last night.

President Trump speaking with re-
porters at the press briefing on the 

coronavirus last Wednesday.
What we’re hearing: Sources familiar 
with the decision report that the call to 
put Vice President Mike Pence in charge 
was made just yesterday.
•It had loosely been a subject of dis-
cussion among staff, but it was unclear 
how many — if any — officials knew 
beforehand that Trump was going to 
announce it at the press conference, and 

several people were shocked, especially 
given that Pence is heavily involved in 
Trump’s re-election campaign.
•Trump has also warned Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Alex Azar, along 
with other officials, to lay off China’s re-
sponse to the virus.
•“They have enough problems without 
you going out and saying they’re not do-
ing enough,” Trump said to Azar recent-
ly, a source familiar with their conversa-
tion tells Axios’ Jonathan Swan.

Related
Trump’s coronavirus response

President Trump with members of 
the new coronavirus task force at the 
White House on Wednesday. (Photo: 

Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)
At the briefing, Trump said the risk to 
Americans is “very low” and the U.S. is 
“ready” for whatever comes next, as he 
announced Vice President Mike Pence 
would lead the administration’s response 
to the virus.
•Trump said he’s willing to accept what-
ever Congress deems appropriate to 
spend on combating the coronavirus, 
after Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer countered the administration’s 
$2.5 billion request with a proposal of 
$8.5 billion.
•Trump also said Tuesday night’s Dem-
ocratic debate contributed to stock mar-
ket losses, and he repeatedly compared 
the coronavirus to the flu, saying he was 
shocked to learn the flu kills 25,000–
69,000 people a year in the U.S.

Is The Coronavirus Trump’s “Slow-
burn Crisis?”

(Photo: Money Sharma/AFP/Getty 
Images)

President Trump has publicly make him-
self the face of America’s response to the 
coronavirus crisis. And this is exactly 
the situation where a president needs the 
credibility to truthfully explain a tough 
situation to the public.
Back in the Ebola crisis of 2014, 

Trump did the opposite:
•Aug. 2014: “The U.S. cannot allow 
EBOLA infected people back. People 
that go to far away places to help out are 
great-but must suffer the consequences!”
•Oct. 2014: “Ebola is much easier to 
transmit than the CDC and government 
representatives are admitting. Spreading 
all over Africa-and fast. Stop flights.”
But the total U.S. Ebola fatality count 
was two, and not a single American died 
from contracting it in the U.S.
Now in 2020: Barring a miracle, corona-
virus will spread within our own borders.

•Europe has cases in Austria, Croatia, 
Greece and Switzerland — all from peo-
ple returning from Italy, not China.
•Latin America is now on the board, via 
a Brazilian patient who returned from 
Italy.
•In Asia, South Korea, Japan and Iran 
have also become epicenters, with total 
cases rapidly climbing.

Between the lines: Europe isn’t rushing 
to close borders, and the U.S. is still al-
lowing flights from Italy, South Korea 
and Japan.
•In other words, it will probably take 
confirmed cases from those countries 
before flights are grounded.  (Courtesy 
axios.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Pandemic President?

What The Coronavirus Means
For Trump’s Presidency

(Photo Illustration/Axios. Photo: Chris Graythen/Getty Images)
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