
 Saturday  March 07 2020  |     www.today-america.com     |     Southern News Group

Coronavirus hits two more U.S. states, 
while cases jump in Washington, New York
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LOS ANGELES/NEW YORK (Reuters) - At least 52 new 
cases of the fast-spreading new coronavirus were reported 
across the United States on Thursday, including the first 
in Tennessee, Texas and the city of San Francisco, as the 
number of people with the illness in Washing- ton state 
nearly doubled to 70.
Twenty new cases of the virus were confirmed in King 
County, Washington, local health officials said on Thurs-
day, bringing the total in the county to 51 with 10 deaths.

“This is a critical moment in the growing outbreak of 
COVID-19 in King County,” the county said in a written 
statement, referring to the respiratory disease caused by 
the virus.
RELATED COVERAGE
Pentagon to keep operating in event of coronavirus out-
break-Esper
U.S. military deploys first kits for coronavirus testing but 
capacity limited
See more stories
“All King County residents should follow public health 
recommendations. Together, we may potentially impact 
the spread of the disease in our community,” it said.

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo said the number 
of cases in his state had doubled to 22 after the federal 
government approved its use of additional laboratories, 
boosting capacity for testing. He said more testing would 
inevitably identify more cases. “Those numbers are going 
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A medic prepares a 
stretcher to transfer a 
patient into an ambu-
lance at the Life Care 
Center of Kirkland, 
the long-term care fa-
cility linked to several 
confirmed coronavirus 
cases in the state, in 
Kirkland, Washington, 
U.S. March 5, 2020. 
REUTERS/David 
Ryder

to keep going up,” Cuomo told a news conference.

Texas confirmed its first three coronavirus cases and Tennessee 
reported one, bringing the number of affected states to 15.

The U.S. Senate on Thursday passed an $8.3 billion bill to 
combat the outbreak 96-1, a day after the House of Represen-
tatives overwhelmingly approved it. The bill will now go to 
President Donald Trump for his signature.

More than $3 billion of the approved funds would be devoted 
to research and development of coronavirus vaccines, test kits 
and treatments. There are currently no approved vaccines or 
treatments for the illness that began in China and has infected 
more than 95,000 people in some 80 countries and territories.

Many of the cases in Washington have been linked to an 
outbreak at a nursing facility in the Seattle suburb of Kirkland, 
including six deaths.

Of the new cases in New York, eight are connected to a 
Manhattan lawyer who lives in Westchester County and was 
previously diagnosed with the virus, two are in New York City 
and one in nearby Nassau County.

A medic prepares a stretcher to transfer a patient into an ambu-
lance at the Life Care Center of Kirkland, the long-term care 
facility linked to several confirmed coronavirus cases in the 
state, in Kirkland, Washington, U.S. March 5, 2020. RE

Mayor Bill de Blasio told a news conference the new cases 
in New York City - a man in his 40s and a woman in her 80s 
- were critically ill and being treated in hospitals. Both had 
“substantial” pre-existing health conditions, he said.
Neither person had recently visited any other affected countries 
or had any connection to other confirmed cases, suggesting the 
city is confronting local person-to-person spread. “Our level of 
concern is rising for sure,” de Blasio said.
California, which has declared a statewide emer-
gency in response to the outbreak, reported six new 
cases, including two in San Francisco also deemed 
likely to be a result of “community transmission,” 
local health officials said.
Alphabet Inc’s (GOOGL.O) Google on Thursday joined Ama-
zon.com Inc (AMZN.O), Facebook Inc (FB.O) and Microsoft 
Corp (MSFT.O) in recommending employees in the Seattle 
area work from home, after some were infected with the coro-
navirus. The companies’ work-from-home recommendation 
will affect more than 100,000 people in the area.
The U.S. death toll from COVID-19 stands at 11, all but one 
them in Washington state. The other death, announced on 
Wednesday, was in California. More than 3,200 worldwide 
have died from the respiratory illness that can lead to pneumo-
nia.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
early on Thursday reported 149 confirmed and presumed U.S. 
cases. Those numbers are presumed not to include any of the 
new cases reported on Thursday.
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LONDON/LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - The number of 
people infected with coronavirus surpassed 100,000 
across the world on Friday as the outbreak reached more 
countries and intensified economic damage, with business 
districts beginning to empty and stock markets tumbling.
A man is seen wearing a protective face mask at Waterloo 
station in London, Britain, March 6, 2020. REUTERS/
Henry Nicholls
An increasing number of people were asked to stay home 
from work, schools were closed, large gatherings and 
sports and music events were canceled, stores were cleared 
of staples like toiletries and water, and face masks became 
a common sight.

The outbreak has killed more than 3,400 people and 
spread across more than 90 nations, with six countries 
reporting their first cases on Friday.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said every coun-
try should make containing the epidemic its top priority, 
pointing to Iran’s national action plan to combat one of 
the worst outbreaks after a slow start.

RELATED COVERAGE
Coronavirus cases in New York state increases to 33, 
governor says
Coronavirus impact is overwhelming, Spain’s hotels asso-
ciation says
See more stories
Iran’s death toll from the virus jumped to 124, as more 
than 1,000 new cases were diagnosed over 24 hours.

In the United States, the world’s economic powerhouse, 
at least 57 new cases of coronavirus were confirmed as 
the virus struck for the first time in Colorado, Maryland, 
Tennessee and Texas, as well as San Francisco in Califor-
nia. Some 230 people have been infected in total and 12 
have died.

More than 2,000 people were stranded on the Grand Prin-
cess cruise ship after it was barred from returning to port 
in San Francisco because at least 35 people aboard devel-
oped flu-like symptoms. Test kits were delivered at sea.

Coronavirus infects more than 100,000 
worldwide, wreaking financial havoc

U.S. President Donald Trump signed a bill 
allocating $8.3 billion to bolster testing for 
the virus and other action

SUPPLY CHAINS BROKEN
Moves by some major economies includ-
ing the United States to cut interest rates 
and pledge billions of dollars to fight the 
epidemic have done little to allay fears about 
the spread of the disease and the economic 
fallout. Supply chains are crippled around 
the world, especially in China, where the 

outbreak began.

“There’s concern that while there has 
been a response from the Fed, given the 
nature of the problem, is this something 
the central bank can really help with?” 
said John Davies, G10 rates strategist at 
Standard Chartered Bank in London.

In New York, JPMorgan (JPM.N) divided 
its team between central locations and a 
secondary site in New Jersey while Gold-

man Sachs (GS.N) sent some traders to 
nearby secondary offices in Greenwich, 
Connecticut and Jersey City.

In London, Europe’s financial capital, 
the Canary Wharf district was unusu-
ally quiet. S&P Global’s large office 
stood empty after the company sent its 
1,200 staff home, while HSBC asked 
around 100 people to work from home 
after a worker tested positive for the 
illness. 

A man is seen 
wearing a 
protective face 
mask at Water-
loo station in 
London, Britain, 
March 6, 2020. 
REUTERS/Hen-
ry Nicholls



Medics load a person into an ambulance at the Life Care Center of Kirkland

A mannequin with a protective face mask is seen at a shop after further cases of coronavirus 
were confirmed in Barcelona

An ambulance drives away with a resident at the Life Care Center of Kirkland
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Colombian Migration office staff wear protective face masks to avoid contracting coronavirus, at El 
Dorado international airpot in Bogota

Charlie Campbell talks to his dad Gene, a resident at the Life Care Center of Kirkland, 
through the window at the long-term care facility linked to several confirmed coronavi-
rus cases, in Kirkland, Washington, U.S. March 6, 2020. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson

Woman looks at an image of Mona Lisa with a face mask after further cases of coro-
navirus were confirmed in Barcelona

Passengers on board the Grand Princess cruise ship off San Francisco watch while a U.S. 
military helicopter hovers above the deck

People wear face masks on Times Square after further cases of coronavirus were confirmed in New York City, 
New York
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London HIV Patient Is World’s 

Second AIDS Cure Hope

Almost 37 million people worldwide are currently infected with HIV. The AIDS pandemic has killed 
close to 35 million people worldwide since it began in the 1980s.

This case is proof of the concept that scientists will  one day be able to end AIDS doctors report, but 
does not mean a cure for HIV has been found.

OVERVIEW

A digitally colorized scanning electron microscopic (SEM) image depicts a single, red colored H9-T 
cell that had been infected by numerous, spheroid shaped, mustard colored human immunodeficiency 

virus (HIV) particles attached to the cell’s surface membrane, as seen in this 2012 image obtained from 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) located in Bethesda, Maryland, U.S., 

March 5, 2019.  (Photo/National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)-REUTERS)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

LONDON, March 4 (Reuters) - An 
HIV-positive man in Britain has become 
the second known adult worldwide to 
be cleared of the AIDS virus after he re-
ceived a bone marrow transplant from an 
HIV-resistant donor, his doctors said.
Almost three years after he received bone 
marrow stem cells from a donor with a 
rare genetic mutation that resists HIV in-
fection - and more than 18 months after 
he came off antiretroviral drugs - highly 
sensitive tests still show no trace of the 
man’s previous HIV infection.
“There is no virus there that we can mea-
sure. We can’t detect anything,” said 
Ravindra Gupta, a professor and HIV 
biologist who co-led a team of doctors 
treating the man.
AIDS experts said the case is a proof of 
the concept that scientists will one day be 
able to end AIDS, and marks a “critical 
moment” in the search for an HIV cure, 
but does not mean that cure has already 
been found.
Gupta described his patient as “function-
ally cured” and “in remission”, but cau-
tioned: “It’s too early to say he’s cured.”
The man is being called “the London pa-
tient”, in part because his case is similar 
to the first known case of a functional 
cure of HIV - in an American man, Tim-
othy Brown, who became known as the 
Berlin patient when he underwent similar 
treatment in Germany in 2007 which also 
cleared his HIV.

Timothy Ray Brown poses for a photo-
graph, Monday, March 4, 2019, in Se-
attle. Brown, also known as the “Ber-
lin patient,” was the first person  to be 
cured of HIV infection, more than a 

decade ago. (AP)
Brown, who had been living in Berlin, 
has since moved to the United States and, 
according to HIV experts, is still HIV-
free.

Some 37 million people worldwide are 
currently infected with HIV and the 
AIDS pandemic has killed about 35 mil-
lion people worldwide since it began in 
the 1980s. Scientific research into the 
complex virus has in recent years led to 
the development of drug combinations 
that can keep it at bay in most patients.
Gupta, now at Cambridge University, 
treated the London patient when he was 
working at University College London. 
The man had contracted HIV in 2003, 

Gupta said, and in 2012 was also diag-
nosed with a type of blood cancer called 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.
LAST CHANCE
In 2016, when he was very sick with can-
cer, doctors decided to seek a transplant 
match for him.
“This was really his last chance of sur-
vival,” Gupta told Reuters.
The donor - who was unrelated - had a 
genetic mutation known as ‘CCR5 delta 
32’, which confers resistance to HIV.

The transplant went relatively smooth-
ly, Gupta said, but there were some side 
effects, including the patient suffering a 
period of “graft-versus-host” disease - a 
condition in which donor immune cells 
attack the recipient’s immune cells.
Most experts say it is inconceivable such 
treatments could be a way of curing all 
patients. The procedure is expensive, 
complex and risky. To do this in others, 
exact match donors would have to be 
found in the tiny proportion of people 

— most of them of northern European 
descent — who have the CCR5 mutation 
that makes them resistant to the virus.

“Although this is not a viable large-scale 
strategy for a cure, it does represent a 
critical moment,” said Anton Pozniak, 
president of the International AIDS Soci-
ety. “The hope is that this will eventual-
ly lead to a safe, cost-effective and easy 
strategy...using gene technology or anti-
body techniques.”
Specialists said it is also not yet clear 
whether the CCR5 resistance is the only 
key - or whether the graft-versus-host 
disease may have been just as import-
ant. Both the Berlin and London patients 
had this complication, which may have 
played a role in the loss of HIV-infected 
cells, Gupta said.
His team plans to use these findings to 
explore potential new HIV treatment 
strategies. “We need to understand if we 
could knock out this (CCR5) receptor in 
people with HIV, which may be possible 
with gene therapy,” he said.

The London patient, whose case was set 
to be reported in the journal Nature and 
presented at a medical conference in Se-
attle on Tuesday, has asked his medical 
team not to reveal his name, age, nation-
ality or other details. (Courtesy https://
www.reuters.com)
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OVERVIEW
A report from the WHO-China Joint 
Mission suggested all countries to edu-
cate their populations, expand surveil-
lance, find, isolate and care for every 
case, trace every contact, and take an 
all-of-government and all-of-society 

approach.
BEIJING, March 5 (Xinhua) -- As three 
more countries confirmed their first cas-
es of COVID-19 on Wednesday and the 
caseload continued to spike in worst-hit 
regions, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) called for early and aggressive 
measures to break the chains of transmis-
sion worldwide.
On Wednesday, Slovenia reported its 
first confirmed case in a person who had 
come to the country from Morocco via 
Italy.Hungary confirmed its first two 
cases in two Iranian students. Poland 
also reported its first confirmed case on 
Wednesday in a man from the western 
town of Zielona Gora. Among some of 
the worst-hit countries, South Korea 
confirmed 293 more cases on Wednes-
day, bringing the total to 5,621 with 33 
deaths.

A medical worker with a protective 
gear sticking on the forehead is seen 
at a hospital in Daegu, South Korea, 
March 5, 2020. (NEWSIS/Handout via 

Xinhua)
The virus infections soared for the past 
two weeks, with 5,155 new cases re-
ported from Feb. 19 to March 3. South 
Korean health authorities said some 65.6 
percent of the total infections nationwide 
were relevant to cluster infections. The 
country has raised its four-tier virus alert 
to the highest level, and designated Dae-
gu, the epicenter of the viral spread in 
the country, and its neighboring county 
to the south, Cheongdo, as “special care 
zones.”
As of Wednesday, Japan’s total con-
firmed cases have risen to 1,001, with 
706 linked to the Diamond Princess 
cruise ship that was previously quaran-
tined near Tokyo.
The Japanese government is planning to 
implement a special law valid until Feb-
ruary 2022 to make better provisions to 
combat the outbreak and declare a state 
of emergency if necessary.
Iran has confirmed 2,922 cases with 92 
deaths as of Wednesday. The Iranian 
government has suspended its officials’ 
participation in international events and 
exhibitions, except for the foreign minis-
try, to “reduce possible disease transmis-
sion to foreign countries.”
On Wednesday, Italy reported 443 more 
confirmed cases, raising the total to 

2,706 with 107 deaths.
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 
and Minister of Education Lucia Azzoli-
na on Wednesday evening announced in 
a joint televised press conference that all 
schools and universities across the coun-
try will be shut down until March 15.
In the past 24 hours, several other coun-
tries around the world, especially those 
in Europe, have recorded a dramatic in-
crease in the number of confirmed cases.

Italian Army soldiers check transit to 
and from the cordoned areas in Tur-
ano Lodigiano, Italy, Feb. 27, 2020. 

(Photo/Xinhua)
Britain reported 36 more cases on 
Wednesday, bringing the country’s total 
to 87 in its biggest day-on-day increase 
so far. The London Book Fair, one of the 
biggest events in the literary calendar, 
was called off Wednesday over concerns 
for the outbreak.
Sweden reported 22 more cases on 
Wednesday, a dramatic increase that 
brings the total to 52. Among the new 
cases, 16 were confirmed in the capital 
Stockholm. Germany’s total confirmed 
cases increased to 240 on Wednesday 
from 188 a day earlier. The govern-
ment said it will prohibit the export of 
face masks and other medical protective 
equipment.
COVID-19 cases in France rose to 285 
on Wednesday, up by 73. Most of the 
new cases were detected as a result of the 
identification of the so-called “contact 
people” of identified clusters. Fifteen 
more cases were reported in the Nether-
lands on Wednesday, bringing its total to 
38. Besides, Belgium had 10 more cases, 
bringing its total to 23.
WHO Director-General Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus warned at a daily 

briefing Wednesday that the epidemic is 
becoming “increasingly complex.” Po-
litical commitment is needed in every 
country, Tedros said, calling for mobi-
lizing the whole of government before 
cases even arrive and keeping aggressive 
when cases arrive.
Based on the report of the WHO-China 
Joint Mission, Tedros reminded all coun-
tries to educate their populations, expand 
surveillance, find, isolate and care for 
every case, trace every contact, and take 
an all-of-government and all-of-society 
approach.
“The nature of this virus means we have 
an opportunity to break the chains of 
transmission and contain its spread,” he 
said.

The closing notice is seen at Louvre 
Museum in Paris, France, March 2, 
2020. The Louvre Museum in Paris 
was closed for a second day running 
on Monday due to the spreading coro-
navirus epidemic. (Xinhua/Gao Jing)
By 1500 GMT on Wednesday, data 
from the WHO showed that 12,742 
cases have been confirmed in 76 coun-
tries outside China, up by 1,262, with 
215 deaths. Amid growing cases, South 
American countries have agreed to cre-
ate a high-level committee to coordinate 
a regional response to the spread of the 
virus. India, which has a total of 28 con-
firmed cases, with 25 recorded over the 
past two days, appealed to the country-
men to reduce mass gatherings.
After the ninth case in Greece was re-
ported Wednesday, the country’s foreign 
ministry announced that all schools and 
universities will be closed and public 
gatherings should be suspended at least 
until Saturday in the regions of Achaia, 

Ilia and Zakynthos island.
The United States has reported 129 con-
firmed cases as of Wednesday afternoon 
with 11 deaths, including the first report-
ed death of COVID-19 in the U.S. state 
of California. California Governor Gavin 
Newsom has declared a state of emergen-
cy. Also on Wednesday, U.S. lawmakers 
reached a deal to provide 7.8 billion U.S. 
dollars in emergency funding to combat 
the epidemic amid growing public con-
cern and pressure on Washington and 
health authorities.
As its total number of infections in 
Canada has reached 33, the Canadian 
government announced Wednesday the 
creation of a new cabinet committee on 
COVID-19. The Bank of Canada also 
announced Wednesday that it will cut its 
interest rate to 1.25 percent from 1.75 
percent to help tackle the outbreak.

Maria van Kerkhove(R), technical lead 
for the Health Emergencies Program of 
the World Health Organization (WHO), 
speaks at a daily briefing in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on March 3, 2020. (Xinhua/
Chen Junxia)
On Wednesday, the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) said that it is making 
available about 50 billion dollars through 
its rapid-disbursing emergency financing 
facilities for low-income and emerging 
market countries.
“This is a global problem calling for a 
global response,” IMF Managing Direc-
tor Kristalina Georgieva said Wednes-
day. (Courtesy http://www.xinhuanet.
com/english)
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UPDATE: NOVEL CORONAVIRUS
WHO-China Urges Early, Aggressive 

Measures As COVID-19 Spreads Globally

Medical workers of the Hospital 
of Kyungpook National University 
transfer a patient in Daegu, South Ko-

rea, March 4, 2020. 
(Photo/Lee Sang-ho/Xinhua)
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