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Trump set to declare emergency as 
coronavirus crisis deepens
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WASHINGTON/NEW YORK (Reuters) - As the coronavi-
rus outbreak tore deeper into the fabric of American public 
life, President Donald Trump was expected to declare 
a national emergency on Friday to provide more money 
to fight a pandemic that has killed 41 people in the United 
States.
The declaration of a national emergency, a rarely used 
presidential power, would allow the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to assist state and local 
governments and coordinate the nation’s response to the 
crisis. Trump will hold a news briefing at 3 p.m. (1900 
GMT).
The move would follow an unprecedented cascade of 
shutdowns this week, from sports events to museums and 
workplaces, that is aimed at limiting large public gather-
ings to help slow the fast-spreading virus.

The Los Angeles United School District, with 750,000 
students, was the latest to announce a closure, saying it 
would close all schools for two weeks beginning Monday 
to evaluate “an appropriate path forward.”

RELATED COVERAGE
CDC reports 1,678 coronavirus cases, death tally of 41
“This is a difficult decision, but necessary, as we try to 
slow the spread of the virus,” Superintendent Austin Beut-
ner said in a statement.
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U.S. President Trump 
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pandemic a national 
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the White House in 
Washington

San Francisco, San Diego and Washington, D.C., also joined a 
parade of school closures. A handful of states, including Ohio 
and Michigan, announced statewide school shutdowns. But 
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio signaled that he had no im-
mediate plans to shutter the city’s public schools - the nation’s 
largest system.
“I don’t want to see kids miss weeks or months of school - it’s 
where a lot of kids get their meals,” de Blasio told FOX5 New 
York.
Earlier on Friday, Boston rescheduled its annual marathon - the 
world’s most prestigious - for September because of coro-
navirus. Most North American professional sports leagues 
on Thursday announced a suspension of play and the NCAA 
“March Madness” college basketball tournaments were can-
celed.
Ryan Starbuck, who was looking forward to running his 
seventh Boston Marathon next month, said the postponement 
would upend his usual schedule of two to three marathons a 
year.

“I think it’s absolutely the right decision to move it,” said Star-
buck, 34, of Denver, who easily qualified for the elite race with 
a time of 2 hours, 40 minutes. “I was expecting them to come 
to this decision. I just wish it came a little bit sooner,” he said.
With the national emergency expected to be declared by 
Trump, an aid package to limit the economic damage from the 

crisis is hanging in the balance.
Democrats, who control the House of Representatives, had pre-
viously said they were close to an agreement after negotiating 
through the night with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, 
Trump’s point person on the issue.
But Republicans were waiting for the president to give his ap-
proval and had yet to commit. Without their support, 
the measure could stall in the Senate.
FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump speaks 
about the U.S response to the COVID-19 corona-
virus pandemic during an address to the nation from the Oval 
Office of the White House in Washington, U.S., March 11, 
2020. Doug Mills/Pool via REUTERS/File Photo
Mnuchin has proposed a variety of tax breaks, while House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s Democrats called for expanding the 
safety net to help those who may lose work as schools close, 
sports arenas sit empty and airlines cancel flights.

Across America, shoppers preparing to hunker down at home 
hit stores in droves to stockpile supplies of food and other 
essentials like toilet paper, cookies, pasta and paper towels as 
coronavirus concerns stoked fears of shortages.
At a Trader Joe’s in Manhattan’s Upper West Side neighbor-
hood, the line to get into the store stretched down a city block 
after shows on Broadway were canceled and big employers 
like Amazon.com Inc (AMZN.O) encouraged employees to 
work remotely.
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BEIJING (Reuters) - The Chinese city of Wuhan, ground 
zero of the coronavirus outbreak, reported just five new 
cases on Friday, the second day in a row the tally has been 
less than 10, while no locally transmitted infections were 
reported in the rest of the country.

A woman wearing a protective face mask is seen at a resi-
dential community following an outbreak of coronavirus 
(COVID-19), in downtown Shanghai, China March 13, 
2020. REUTERS/Aly Song
Wuhan, capital of central Hubei province, registered the 
five new cases on Thursday, the National Health Com-
mission said, down from eight cases the previous day. The 
commission routinely reports new cases the day after the 
data is collected.

Excluding Wuhan, Hubei had reported no new infections 
for eight consecutive days.

The province also lowered the epidemic risk ratings of 
several cities and regions, leaving only Wuhan classified 
as “high risk” as of the end of March 12, according to the 
Hubei Daily, a state-owned newspaper.

RELATED COVERAGE
U.S. summoned Chinese ambassador over Beijing’s coro-
navirus comments, U.S. official says
Hubei government says only Wuhan city is high epidemic 
risk as of March 12
See more stories
The commission said on Thursday China’s coronavirus 
epidemic had passed its peak, even as alarm over the 
virus intensified elsewhere with global markets suffering 
record falls and governments unveiling measures to try to 
slow the spread of a disease that has infected more than 
127,000 people worldwide.

The financial hub of Shanghai reported two new cases, 
while Beijing saw one, all imported by people traveling 
to China from affected areas abroad, the health authority 
said.

China’s coronavirus epicenter reports just five 
cases; Beijing tomb-sweepers urged to stay back

Those cases brought the total number of new 
infections in mainland China to eight on 
Thursday, down from 15 the previous day, and 
the lowest since the healthy authority started 
publishing nationwide figures in January.

To date, the total accumulated number of cases 
in mainland China is 80,813.
The coronavirus has killed more than 3,000 
people in mainland China.

It had also stalled the world’s second-largest 
economy as, beginning in January, authorities 

ordered work stoppages, travel restrictions 
and home quarantines.

As the measures start to pay off, local 
governments have been ordered to revive 
their economies, especially those in areas 
that have not had to deal with extensive 
outbreaks.
Hubei province has started to loosen the 
strict controls that kept up to 60 million 
people under a virtual lockdown for 
weeks.

Wuhan has seen some restrictions relaxed 
this week and the nearby city of Huang-
gang, which also had numerous corona-
virus cases, on Friday begun relaxing its 
lockdown, saying that residents could start 
traveling within the city.
Outside Hubei, about 60% of small- and 
medium-sized firms and 95% of large ones 
have gone back to work, vice industry 
minister Xin Guobin said on Friday.
The death toll in mainland China reached 
3,176 as of the end of Thursday, up by 
seven from the previous day.

A woman wear-
ing a protective 
face mask is seen 
at a residential 
community 
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outbreak of 
coronavirus 
(COVID-19), 
in downtown 
Shanghai, China 
March 13, 2020. 
REUTERS/Aly 
Song



Men gesture holding an Italian flag as they look out of an apartment window 
as part of a flashmob organised to raise morale during Italy’s coronavirus 
crisis in Rome, Italy, March 13, 2020. REUTERS/Alberto Lingria

Passenger wears a protective face mask in light of the coronavirus, upon arrival at Istanbul 
Airport

Man wears a protective face mask in light of the coronavirus, at Istanbul Airport
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People gather supplies at a grocery store amid coronavirus fears spreading in Toronto,

A visitor takes a photo with an iPad at the Korean War Veterans Memorial along the 
National Mall, as Mayor Muriel Bowser has declared a State of Emergency due to the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Washington

The Grand Princess cruise ship carrying passengers who have tested positive for 
coronavirus travels past the skyline in San Francisco

People wear protective face masks in light of the coronavirus, at Istanbul Airport

U.S. President Trump declares coronavirus pandemic an national emergency during news conference at the White 
House in Washington
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COMMUNITY

The main uncertainty in the coronavirus 
outbreak in the United States now is 
how big it will get, and how fast. The 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s NancyMessonnier told reporters 
on March 9, “many people in the US 
will at some point, either this year or 
next, get exposed to this virus.”
According to infectious disease epide-
miologist Marc Lipsitch at Harvard, 
it’s “plausible” that 20 to 60 percent of 
adults will be infected with Covid-19 
disease. So far, 80 percent of cases 
globally have been mild, but if the case 
fatality rate is around 1 percent (which 
several experts say it may be), a sce-
nario is possible of tens or hundreds of 
thousands of deaths in the US alone.
Yet the speed at which the outbreak 
plays out matters hugely for its con-
sequences. What epidemiologists fear 
most is the health care system becoming 
overwhelmed by a sudden explosion of 
illness that requires more people to be 
hospitalized than it can handle. In that 
scenario, more people will die because 

there won’t be enough hospital beds or 
ventilators to keep them alive.
A disastrous inundation of hospitals can 
likely be averted with protective mea-
sures we’re now seeing more of — clos-
ing schools, canceling mass gatherings, 
working from home, self-quarantine, 
self-isolation, avoiding crowds — to 
keep the virus from spreading fast.
Epidemiologists call this strategy of pre-
venting a huge spike in cases “flattening 
the curve,” and it looks like this: 
@TheSpinoffTV

The chart has since gone viral with the 
help of the hashtag #FlattenTheCurve.
Flattening the curve means that all the 
social distancing measures now being 

deployed in places like Italy and South 
Korea, and on a smaller scale in places 
like Seattle and Santa Clara County, 
California, aren’t so much about pre-
venting illness but rather slowing down 
the rate at which people get sick.
The CDC advises that people over age 
60 and people with chronic medical 
conditions — the two groups considered 
most vulnerable to severe pneumonia 
from Covid-19 — to “avoid crowds as 
much as possible.”
So even if you’re young and healthy, 
it’s your job to follow social distancing 
measures to avoid spreading it to others, 
and keep the epidemic in slow motion. 
“The more young and healthy people 
are sick at the same time, the more 
old people will be sick, and the more 
pressure there will be on the health care 
system,” said Landon.

Staying home helps prevent the US
health system from being overloaded

At this point, with the virus spreading 
in America, the top priority is making 
sure the health care system avoids being 
flooded with very sick patients who 
need ventilators and intensive care.
“From a US standpoint, you want to 
prevent any place from becoming the 
next Wuhan,” says Tom Frieden, who 
led the CDC under President Barack 
Obama. “What that means is even if 
we’re not able to prevent widespread 
transmission, we want to prevent ex-
plosive transmission and anything that 
overwhelms the health care system.”

Remember, America’s hospitals and 
doctors are already dealing with their 
usual caseloads during a pretty bad flu 
season. Now they have to be ready to 
handle any Covid-19 patients who come 
their way.
There are serious concerns about the 
US system’s capacity to handle a severe 
outbreak. Covid-19 is a respiratory 

illness and in its most serious stages can 
require patients with pneumonia to be 
put on a ventilator. But there might not 
be enough ventilators to meet that need 
if the outbreak becomes too widespread.
The Johns Hopkins Center for Health 
Security reported in 2018 that, accord-
ing to US government estimates, about 
65,000 people in the United States 
would require ventilation in an outbreak 
similar to the flu pandemics of 1957-
1958 (which killed 116,000 people in 
the US) and 1968 (which killed 100,000 
Americans).
The maximum number of ventilators 
that could be put in the field in the Unit-
ed States is about 160,000. So under 
those scenarios, there would theoretical-
ly be enough capacity to meet the need.
But if the coronavirus outbreak gets 
worse, we could quickly run out. In a 
situation more similar to the Spanish 
flu pandemic (675,000 dead in the US), 
about 742,500 people in the United 
States would require ventilation, accord-
ing to government estimates. We don’t 
have that many.

Patients’ beds on gymnasium floor 
during the Spanish flu pandemic of 

1918.
The health system is much more than 
ventilators, of course, and the concerns 
about capacity apply to the rest of it, 
too. As HuffPost’s Jonathan Cohn re-
ported, US hospitals have about 45,000 
beds in their intensive care units. In a 
moderate outbreak, about 200,000 pa-
tients may need to be put in the ICU, but 
under a more severe outbreak, it could 
be nearly 3 million.
And while all 3 million of them would 
likely not need treatment at the same 
time, we again need to account for the 
ICU patients hospitals already had be-
fore coronavirus arrived, as Cohn noted:

On the one hand, those are total num-
bers, for the duration of the epidemic. 
Even under the most dire scenario, it’s 
unlikely that 2.9 million people would 
need ICU beds all at once. On the other 
hand, ICU beds in the U.S. are already 
pretty full, thanks to the normal crush of 
patients with influenza and other major 
medical problems.

Hospital overcrowding could happen 
in the U.S.

As a result, hospitals are routinely at 
capacity, forcing backups of patients 
“boarding” in emergency departments 
for hours or even days, waiting on the 
beds there until inpatient slots become 
available. And that’s before any influx 
from COVID-19.
Hospitals are already doing what they 
can — rationing surgical masks, pre-
paring to stand up temporary facilities, 
etc. — and they will take more extreme 
measures if they can’t handle all the 
people with Covid-19 plus their more 
routine patients.
But one thing people can do to help is 
stay home if they are feeling unwell 
and especially if they received a formal 
Covid-19 diagnosis and advice to 
self-quarantine. That way, the US health 
care system can focus on the patients 
who really need it during this outbreak. 
(Courtesy vox.com)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

This Is How We All Help Slow 
The Spread Of Coronavirus:

Here In One Chart -- 
How Cancelled Events And
Self-Quarantines Save Lives

Michael Wang, 49, works from his home in Beijing, China, on March 4, 2020. 
Andrea Verdelli/Getty Images
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BUSINESS

Following widespread fears over the 
spread of COVID-19, businesses have 
closed down and major events have been 
postponed or canceled.
There are now more than 118,000 con-
firmed cases of the virus worldwide, and 
more than 4,200 people have died from 
it. In the U.S., there are more than 1,000 
confirmed cases and there have been 31 
deaths.
Festivals and conferences like Coachel-
la, SXSW and E3 — which directly sup-
port jobs and generate revenue for local 
businesses by pulling in tens of thou-
sands of attendees — provide a substan-
tial economic boost to the communities 
they’re in.
Across the U.S., the cancellation of these 
events and others has already hurt the 
communities that rely on them. Here’s a 
snapshot of their economic footprint in 
recent years.
The Electronic Entertainment Expo, a 
gaming convention attended by tens of 
thousands of attendees each year, was 
due to take place in Los Angeles from 
June 9–11.
“Our team will be reaching out directly 
to exhibitors and attendees with infor-

mation about providing full refunds,” the 
Entertainment Software Association said 
in a statement after E3’s cancellation. 
“We are also exploring options with our 
members to coordinate an online expe-
rience to showcase industry announce-
ments and news in June 2020.”
In 2017, E3 generated $75 million for 
Los Angeles, up from $40 million in 
2013, according to the Los Angeles 
Tourism and Convention Board.

Coachella

Beyonce onstage at Coachella in 2018. 
(Larry Busacca/Getty Images for 

Coachella)
The yearly annual music and arts festi-
val, which takes place in Indio, Califor-
nia, had been scheduled for April 10–12 

and April 17–19, but rescheduled to Oct. 
9–11 and Oct. 16–18. 
Goldenvoice, the organizer, is also post-
poning the country music festival Stage-
coach until October.
Together, the two events generated an es-
timated $704 million in economic activ-
ity in 2016, according to the Coachella 
Valley Economic Partnership and Great-
er Palm Springs Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

SXSW

The singer-songwriter Shamir per-
forms at an NPR showcase during the 
2015 SXSW Festival in Austin, Texas. 
(Michael Loccisano/Getty Images for 

SXSW)
South by Southwest, a massive film, 
music and tech conference, has been 
canceled for the first time in its 34-year 
history. The event was set to take place 
from March 13–22.
In 2019, SXSW had a $355.9 million 
impact on the economy of Austin, Texas, 
according to Greyhill Advisors, which 
conducted a study for the conference.
Byron Mowery, the owner of a graph-
ic design shop in Austin, told Market-
place’s Andy Uhler that losing the busi-
ness from the cancellation of SXSW is a 
shock to the system.
“We stand to not write up $75,000 in 
business just for this month based on 
South by, which is huge for us; we nor-
mally double, triple sometimes quadru-
ple our monthly net based just on South 
by,” Mowery said.
On Monday the festival laid off a third of 
its staff, about 60 people, according to a 

Wall Street Journal report.
The Tucson Festival of Books

A view of the 2013 Tucson Festival of 
Books. (Wikimedia Commons)

The event, which attracts more than 
100,000 bookworms to the University of 

Arizona campus, has now been canceled 
after more than 100 authors pulled out.
“This has deeply affected our author 
panel schedule and we anticipate more 
changes and cancellations will be forth-
coming,” festival staff said in a state-
ment. “This leaves us with little or no 
way to plan for author panels or to com-
municate effectively with the public 
about those changes.”
The festival has an estimated economic 
impact of between $3.5 million and $4.5 
million on the Tucson community each 
year. (Courtesy https://www.market-
place.org/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Economic Impacts Of
Cancelled Events Due To COVID-19

Attendees at E3 in 2019. (Getty Images for E3/Entertainment 
Software Association)
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