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Pompeo conveyed ‘strong U.S. objections’

to Beljing over COVID-19 accusations

FILE PHOTO:
U.S. Secretary
of State Mike
Pompeo de-
livers remarks
to the media
at the State
Department in
Washington,
U.S., March 5,
2020. REU-
TERS/Yuri
Gripas

ing the U.S. military might have brought the coronavirus to
Wuhan. David Stilwell, the top U.S. diplomat for East Asia,
delivered a very “stern representation” to China’s ambassador
Cui Tiankai.

issues from its trade practices to religious freedoms, has com-
plained that the U.S. response had been hindered by what he
called imperfect data from Beijing.

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A war of words between
China and the United States showed no signs of let up on
Monday, with U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in a
phone call with a top Chinese diplomat express- ing

“strong U.S. objections” over what Washington sees as However on Friday, U.S. President Donald Trump praised Chi-

Beijing’s efforts to shift blame for the spread of the coro-
navirus.

Chinese state broadcaster CCTV reported on Monday that in
the phone call Yang told Pompeo that attempts to smear Chi-
na’s efforts to control the coronavirus “will not succeed” and
that actions that harmed China’s interests would be retaliated

na for its “data sharing” and appeared to brush off any concern,
saying he had read one article on the subject, but that he did
not think it was representative of his discussions with Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

Ties between the world’s top two economies, already
complicated due to issues including trade, intellectual
property rights as well as press freedoms, have further
been tested by the outbreak of coronavirus, which causes
the sometimes fatal, highly contagious respiratory illness
COVID-19.

against.

The coronavirus, which emerged in China late last year, has
spread around the world, upended many countries’ daily lives,
pummeled financial markets, brought flights to a standstill,
shut down schools and forced the postponement of almost all

“Secretary Pompeo conveyed strong U.S. objections to gatherings including sports and arts events.

PRC efforts to shift blame for COVID-19 to the United
States,” Morgan Ortagus, State Department spokeswoman
said in a statement about Pompeo’s call with Yang Jiechi,
director of the Office of Foreign Affairs of the Communist
Party of China.

Globally over 174,100 have been infected and nearly 6,700
have died. U.S. death toll reached 71, with more than 4,100
people having tested positive for the disease.

Beijing was criticized for initially attempting to censor some
Chinese doctors who sounded an alarm over the virus. Since
January, it has imposed draconian containment measures,
effectively locking down Wuhan and the surrounding Hubei
province, home to 60 million people.

“The Secretary stressed that this is not the time to spread
disinformation and outlandish rumors, but rather a time for
all nations to come together to fight this common threat,”
Ortagus said.

A security employee wears a protective mask outside a pass-
port check point as a preventive measure against the coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) in the Santiago's International airport,
in Santiago

The United States on Friday summoned the Chinese am- Pompeo, who has sharply criticized Beijing on a number of

bassador to protest against comments by Beijing suggest-
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Wall Street sinks as Fed’s shock cut increases
worries over virus spread

NEW YORK (Reuters) - U.S. stocks fell sharply on Mon-
day as the Federal Reserve’s drastic move to cut interest
rates to near zero fueled anxiety over the extent of eco-
nomic damage from the coronavirus pandemic.

The Fed’s second emergency interest rate cut in less than
two weeks and its pledge to purchase more than $700 bil-
lion in assets came late on Sunday, ahead of its scheduled

A trader works
on the floor of

policy meeting on Tuesday and Wednesday. It added to | tshe ieEw Si)rk
the alarm about the pandemic that has paralyzed parts of lt]oc | X; anigle
the global economy and squeezed company revenue. S ortly a belrlt' ¢
U.S. markets should stay open despite turmoil, says secu- opening bet 1
i New York, US,,
rities regulator March 16, 2020
Investors are worried over how effectively policymakers arca 19, :
REUTERS/Lu-

will be able to mitigate the economic damage from the
. . cas Jackson
spreading virus.
The market is down despite the Fed’s move because “this
is a different type of crisis. Lower rates will not create de-
mand when people are home,” said Solita Marcelli, deputy
chief investment officer for the Americas at UBS Global
Wealth Management.

“But this doesn’t mean what the Fed has done is futile.
Lower rates are a precondition to other policies,” she said.
“So I think this has to be done, but it's understandable the
way the market is reacting”

The benchmark index slid as much as 11.4% early in the
session, shedding about $2 trillion in market value, before
bargain-hunting helped the main indexes claw back some

2,120.11 points, or 9.14%, to 21,065.51,

11%, leading declines among the major S&P
the S&P 500 .SPX lost 233.51 points,

lation that the government might shut
sectors. The sector also came under pressure

down the country’s exchanges to stop

losses. after the big U.S. banks halted their share or 8'61%.’ t0 2,477.51 and the Nanaﬂ the plunge in stock prices.
buy-backs. Composite .IXIC dropped 710.35 points,
Trading on Wall Street’s three main stock indexes was or 9.02%, to 7,164.52. )
Slideshow (7 Images)

halted for 15 minutes shortly after the open as the S&P

Energy stocks .SPNY also fell sharply alon i
500 index .SPX plunged 8%, crossing the 7% threshold & Py aons ] Bars, restaurants, theaters and movie

with oil prices, and the S&P 500 technology Wall Streets fear gauge jumped 21.15 houses in New York and Los Angeles

that triggers an automatic cutout. index .SPLRCT was down more than 9%. points to 78.98. were ordered shut, and U.S. states
H ights Apple Inc (AAPL.O), Mic- ; s _
A trader works on the floor of the New York Stock Ex- ea\;tywelg s Apple Inc ( d b ) K N The markets should stay open despite pleaded with the Trump administra
change shortly after the opening bell in New York, U.S rosoft Corp (MSFT.0) and Facebook Inc the int latility, the head of the U.S tion to coordinate a national response
g y pening , US, (FB.O) were among the biggest drags on the ¢ intense volatiiity, the head ol the L.o. to the outbreak.

March 16, 2020. REUTERS/Lucas Jackson

S&P 500 securities regulator said, quashing specu-
Rate-sensitive financial stocks .SPSY tumbled more than '

The Dow Jones Industrial Average .DJI fell
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Louie Figoni poses at his flower stand at San Francisco’s wholesale flower market, where business has been hit

A flight passenger walks past a terminal of the Helmut-Schmidt-Airport during

the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID19) in Hambur
" v ( ) e hard by bans on large events amid coronavirus (COVID-19) concerns, in San Francisco

A closed counter of the German travel company TUI is seen at the Helmut-Schmidt-Airport A few subway riders stand on the platform, normally bustling with rush hour commuters, at the

during the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID19), in Hamburg Union Station Metro station in Washington
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for a news conference about the coronavirus A woman watches Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announces measures to
combat the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on the television screen of a bank

outbreak disease (COVID-19) in Berlin

Chief Medical Officer for England, Chris Whitty is seen outside Downing Street, as

German Chancellor Angela Merkel holds a news conference about the coronavirus outbreak disease
the coronavirus outbreak continues

(COVID-19) in Berlin
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Currently, in the United States, as of last
Sunday evening, there are 3,486 confirmed
cases of novel coronavirus aka COVID-19
in the United States and at least 66 coro-
navirus-related deaths in the country in 49
states. The virus that first started in Wuhan,
China, has infected more than 153,517
people and killed at least 5,735 globally in
144 countries. The World Health Organiza-
tion has declared COVID-19 a pandemic.
Nancy Messonnier, head of the National
Center for Immunization and Respiratory
Diseases at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, said Tuesday that people
in the United States should prepare now
for the virus to spread in communities.
“It’s not so much a question of if this

will happen anymore, but rather more a
question of exactly when and where this
will begin to spread and how many people
in this country will have severe illness,”
Messonnier told reporters.

For example, Messonnier suggested that
parents think about how they would handle
childcare of school closures. “For adults,
businesses can replace in-person meetings
with video or telephone conferences and
increase teleworking options,” she added.
(In Japan, which currently has at least
1,500 cases of coronavirus, Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe said that the government
would ask all schools to close for most of
March, according to Reuters.)

COVID-19 is believed to spread through
respiratory droplets that pass when an
infected person coughs or sneezes, accord-
ing to the CDC. Symptoms of COVID-19
include a fever, cough and shortness of
breath, and they can appear two to 14 days
after exposure.

Here are some steps that experts say would
be helpful now before COVID-19 spreads
inthe U.S.:

Figure out your work situation It’s

a good idea to have a plan with your

Make
Today

COMMUNITY

workplace about what
would happen if work
was interrupted due to

a public health man-
date, Scott Weisenberg,
MD, director of the travel
medicine program at NYU

Langone Health tells CNBC Make It. For
example, do you have the equipment nec-
essary to work from home if you couldn’t
leave for the office?

The CDC says that businesses should have
a way to communicate outbreak response
plans to employees. “Anticipate employee
fear, anxiety, rumors, and misinformation
and plan communications accordingly,”
the CDC'’s website says. If necessary, the
CDC also recommends that businesses
explore strategies that would decrease the
amount of exposure that people have with
one another, for example, telecommuting
and staggered shifts. Those who travel fre-
quently for business should also consider
cancelling any nonessential travel in the
case of a sustained outbreak in the U.S
Know how to get in touch with doctors
It’s a good idea to know how to access
your own healthcare system virtually,

in case you’re too ill to visit a medical
facility, Dr. Weisenberg says. Establish a
line of communication with your health-
care providers, through a patient portal

or video chat, in advance so you’re not
waiting until the last minute, he says. You
should also know how to access your state
or territorial health department’s website,
so you can stay well-informed of any news
or advisories.

Continue washing your hands “The best
thing we can do is practice prevention

in all forms and fashions,” Rachael Lee,
assistant professor in the division of in-
fectious disease at University of Alabama
School of Medicine, tells CNBC Make It.
It’s still important to follow standard respi-

ratory hygiene practices, such as washing
hands with soap and water for at least 20
seconds or using an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer, the CDC suggests. Refrain from
touching your face with unclean hands,
because the eyes, mouth and nose are all

portals for the virus, she says.
' | )

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue
that you can throw away. If you’re sick,
you should stay home and keep “high-
touch surfaces” in your house clean with
household cleaning spray or wipes, accord-
ing to the CDC. And if you haven’t gotten
your flu shot yet, it’s still a good idea to
get one, because influenza cases can spread
through March, Lee adds.

Shop for the essentials While many
people have taken to buying and wearing
masks to prevent coronavirus, wearing
surgical masks will likely not protect you
from contracting COVID-19, Lee says.
Specific masks, called N95 respirators,
reduce exposure to small particles and
droplets, and are recommended for health
care professionals, caregivers and those
with disease symptoms, she says. Howev-
er, you might want to go buy shelf-stable
food to have in your home that could last
you a few days, Lee says. “I think it is
helpful to have a small amount of food
available for anything in general, just as
part of emergency preparedness,” she says.
(Courtesy cnbc.com)

Related

Here are some additional steps you can
start taking now to keep your family safe
and do your part to avoid a worsening
crisis:

1. We need to support our local, state,
and national leaders by way of the

CDC Says Americans Need To Prepare closingof ALL schools
For Coronavirus Now —
Here’s What You Can Do

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

and public spaces while
cancelling all events
and public gatherings
now. A local, town by
town response won’t
have the adequate need-
ed effect. We need a statewide, nationwide
approach in these trying times. Contact your
representative and your governor to urge
them to enact statewide closures. Your state
should be one of them. Also urge leaders to
increase funds for emergency preparedness
and make widening coronavirus testing
capacity an immediate and top priority. 2.
No kid playdates, parties, sleepovers, or
families/friends visiting each other’s hous-
es and apartments. This sounds extreme
because it is. We are trying to create distance
between family units and between individ-
uals. It may be particularly uncomfortable
for families with small children, kids with
differential abilities or challenges, and for
kids who simply love to play with their
friends. The symptoms of coronavirus take
four to five days to manifest themselves.
Someone who comes over looking well can
transmit the virus. Again — the wisdom of
early and aggressive social distancing is that
it can flatten the curve above, give our health
system a chance to not be overwhelmed, and
eventually may reduce the length and need
for longer periods of extreme social distanc-
ing later (note what has transpired in Italy
and Wuhan). 3. Take care of yourself and
your family, but maintain social distance.
Exercise, take walks/runs outside, and stay
connected through phone, video, and other
social media. But when you go outside, do
your best to maintain at least six feet be-
tween you and non-family members. If you
have kids, try not to use public facilities like
playground structures, as coronavirus can
live on plastic and metal for up to nine days,
and these structures aren’t getting regularly
cleaned. Going outside will be important
during these
strange times,
and the weather is

improving.
v Go outside every
CENTERS For Disease day if you are able,
CONTROL AND PREVENTION .
but stay physically

away from people outside your family or
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roommates. And though we may wish to
visit elders in our community in person,

I would not visit nursing homes or other
areas where large numbers of the elderly
reside, as they are at highest risk for com-
plications and mortality from coronavirus.
Social distancing can take a toll (after all,
most of us are social creatures). The CDC
offers tips and resources to reduce this bur-
den, and other resources offer strategies to
cope with the added stress during this time.
We need to find alternate ways to reduce
social isolation within our communities
through virtual means instead of in-person
visits. 4. Reduce the frequency of going
to stores, restaurants, and coffee shops
for the time being. Of course, trips to the
grocery store will be necessary, but try to
limit them and go at times when they are
less busy. Consider asking grocery stores
to queue people at the door in order to limit
the number of people inside a store at any
one time. Remember to wash your hands
thoroughly before and after your trip. And
leave the medical masks and gloves for the
medical professionals — we need them to
care for those who are sick. Maintain dis-
tance from others while shopping — and
remember that hoarding supplies negative-
ly impacts others so buy what you need
and leave some for everyone else. Take-out
meals and food are riskier than making
food at home given the links between the
people who prepare food, transport the
food, and you. It is hard to know how
much that risk is, but it is certainly higher
than making it at home. 5. If you are sick,
isolate yourself, stay home, and contact
a medical professional. If you are sick,
you should try to isolate yourself from the
rest of your family within your residence
as best as you can. If you have questions
about whether you qualify or should get a
coronavirus test, you can call your primary
care team and/or consider calling the
Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS) at Main: 512-776-7111; Toll-free:
888-963-7111. Don’t just walk into an am-
bulatory clinic — call first so that they can
give you the best advice — which might be
to go to a drive-through testing center or a
virtual visit on video or phone. Of course,
if it is an emergency call 911. (Courtesy
https://medium.com/)
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$8.3B Approved For Coronavirus
Funding While Federal Agencies
Ramp Up Response

The coronavirus COVID-19 as shown under a microscope.
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The U.S. House of Representatives
approved an $8.3 billion funding bill
last Wednesday for ongoing efforts
to respond to COVID-19, with 11
deaths related to the disease reported
as of Thursday morning. The Senate
is scheduled to vote on the legislation
Thursday with approval likely and
President Donald Trump is expected
to sign it into law before the end of
the week.

The package allocates about $6.5 bil-
lion to HHS, including to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
to help local and state governments
with testing and containment efforts,
and $3.1 billion for medical supplies
like masks as well as research into
treatments and vaccines. Some of
the $836 million to the National In-
stitutes of Health is marked for train-
ing “to prevent and reduce exposure
of hospital employees” and others at
risk of exposure through work duties.
The legislation also grants HHS the
authority to temporarily waive or
modify certain Medicare require-
ments like geography and site origi-
nation for telehealth services provid-
ed during the emergency period, an
adjustment providers had requested.

President Donald Trump signs an $8.3
billion coronavirus supplemental fund-
ing bill Friday, alongside Secretary of
Health and Human Services Alex Azar,
in the Diplomatic Room of the White
House. Photo by Jim Lo Scalzo/UPI |
Hospitals will be disappointed the legisla-
tion does not address provider reimburse-
ment for treatment of coronavirus patients
who are uninsured. The American Hospi-
tal Association on Tuesday called for HHS
to consider using a national disaster pro-
gram for such treatment. It generally pays
providers at 110% of Medicare rates.

Still, hospitals applauded the funding. The
Federation of American Hospitals said the
bill provides essential assistance to those
on the front lines.

“Hospitals are often the first line of defense
in local communities across the country,”

SR B

Southern Chinese Daily

FAH CEO Chip Kahn said in a statement.
“Our patients depend on us and this funding
will help us with ‘job one,” providing criti-
cal health care to our patients and assisting
in keeping Americans healthy and safe.”
Hospitals throughout the country have been
scrambling to prepare isolation areas and
stock up on personal protective equipment
like masks and gloves as the virus continues
to spread. HHS said Wednesday it plans to
buy 500 million N95 masks over the next
18 months for the Strategic National Stock-
pile. Vice President Mike Pence is slated to
visit mask manufacturer 3M in Minnesota
on Thursday.

Aerial view of the Texas Medical Center
in Houston, Texas.

Earlier this week, FDA granted a CDC re-
quest to allow healthcare personnel to use
masks not regulated by the FDA for health
settings during the emergency.

The amount in the funding bill making its
way through Congress dwarfs the original
White House request of $2.5 billion from
last week. The number of coronavirus cases
internationally and in the U.S. has contin-
ued to increase, with more than 95,000 con-
firmed globally. Several recent U.S. cases
have indicated community spread, includ-
ing in major metropolitan areas like Seattle
and New York City.

The loosened restrictions for telehealth
reimbursement will be welcome news to
those pushing for more virtual visits to keep
potentially infected people from spreading
the virus.

Although uptake of telemedicine services
has generally been limited by providers and
patients, a pandemic threat could be a tip-
ping point that pushes such services more
mainstream.

Patient uses telemedicine services.

“While it’s unclear how the new funding
from Congress will flow to telemedicine
companies like Teladoc and privately-held
American Well, we view it as an incremen-
tal positive and is in line with our thesis on
the growth of telemedicine as a standard of
care,” Cowen analysts wrote.

American Well on Wednesday said it is
launching a COVID-19 telehealth response
program. The company is putting an infec-
tion control officer on call at all times, has
created a readiness team specific to the dis-
ease and is implementing workflows desig-
nated for its treatment.

“Not only can telehealth greatly minimize
the demands on in-person primary care, ur-
gent care, and emergency departments across
the country; it can also reduce unnecessary
risk to patients and care teams from further
exposure to this highly infectious virus,”
American Well CMO Peter Antall said in a
press release.

Also Wednesday, CMS provided addition-
al guidance for providers as they face more
cases of COVID-19 and attempt to limit in-
fection. The agency said that until further
notice, facility inspections will be focused
exclusively on infection control issues along
with immediate jeopardy complaints.
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New bill will provide funding for vaccine
development.

The funding bill provides more than $2 bil-
lion for the Biomedical Advanced Research
and Development Authority for vaccine de-
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velopment and requires that
vaccines, therapeutics or diag-
nostics developed using tax-
payer money be “available for
purchase by the Federal gov-
ernment at a fair and reason-
able price” and also allows the
HHS secretary to ensure those
products would be “affordable
in the commercial market.”
Multiple pharmaceutical
companies have announced
COVID-19 vaccine develop-
ments are underway, including
Moderna as well as Johnson
& Johnson and Sanofi, which
are partnering with BARDA
for their efforts. While the
pharmas say they will move
as quickly as possible, experts
say a realistic development
process puts a widely available
vaccine at least a year away.
Meanwhile Wednesday, lab
testing companies including
LabCorp, Quest Diagnostics
and Thermo Fisher met with
Trump administration officials
who encouraged them to ramp
up efforts regarding the nov-
el coronavirus. (Courtesy of
https://www.healthcaredive.
com/)
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e XEMER/ERIEH SEMRE

Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.

e (ER 548 Finest Quality

s SBAAMNFREIMMER » BER » FIEF(EMKEIEES
Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
traditional rice dish.

a B 5 = K A9 AX BE 57 8 e R I H

Available at Your Favorite Distributor
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, < e Contact: Cesar Vazquez
NET WY 50.0 the. - 22.080g Phone: 713-535-8215
. E-mail: cvazquez@riviana.com
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: Four Fields for Cultivating Peace:

» A proposition for Uplifting the Character of Humanity
&€ Mind: Cultivating a peaceful mind lies in reducing desires

& Body: Cultivating a peaceful body lies in hard work and thrift

& Family: Cultivating a peaceful family lies in love and respect

€ Activity: Cultivating peaceful activity lies in being honest and upright
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