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Tension, infighting roil Trump White 
House as coronavirus strategy sputters
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Differences over how to fight 
the coronavirus pandemic have sparked infighting and 
tension within the White House, hampering its response 
as the death toll mounts and President Donald Trump’s 
approval ratings fall.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump wears a 
mask while visiting Walter Reed National Military Med-
ical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, U.S., July 11, 2020. 
REUTERS/Tasos Katopodis/File Photo
Physicians on the White House Coronavirus Task Force, 
particularly its coordinator, Dr. Deborah Birx, are frus-
trated that warnings about rising cases are being ignored, 
and dismayed that Dr. Anthony Fauci, the renowned U.S. 
infectious disease expert, has been demeaned and dispar-
aged, officials said.

Trump, who is trailing Democrat Joe Biden in opinion 
polls ahead of the Nov. 3 election in large part because of 
voter dissatisfaction with the president’s response to the 
coronavirus, is signaling a possible shift in strategy.

After months of reluctance to wear a face covering in 
public, he tweeted on Monday a picture of himself with 
a mask and said he planned to relaunch regular briefings 
about the pandemic. His first is scheduled for later on 
Tuesday, and he is expected to encourage mask-wearing.
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The decision to restart briefings came after tension between 
Trump’s chief of staff, Mark Meadows, whose team took over 
leadership of the West Wing in March, and others in the White 
House, especially Vice President Mike Pence’s team, about the 
right strategy for talking to the country about the pandemic.

Meadows sought to curtail task-force briefings, which were 
moved off the White House grounds and scheduled only 
infrequently, without participation by the president, in an effort 
to change the subject as Trump tried to focus on reopening the 
economy and boosting his re-election campaign.

Trump ended his regular coronavirus briefings in late April 
after a series of missteps including a suggestion that injecting 
disinfectant might cure COVID-19.
But the president decided to start them again after input from 
White House counselor Kellyanne Conway, who noted that 
Trump’s approval ratings were higher when he was briefing the 
country regularly in the spring, and support from Jason Miller, 
a senior aide on his re-election campaign. The rest of the senior 
staff came on board.
“They all agree with it now,” a White House official said of the 
differences among Trump’s team.

Still, the doctors who have been crafting guidance for reopen-
ing states’ economies are concerned about the growing number 
of cases and some are vexed that their advice has not been 
heeded, two officials said.

“Birx is getting increasingly frustrated,” said an administration 
official with knowledge of the situation. “For her to get 
to that point, you know that’s bad.”

Birx declined to comment. Asked about her concerns, a 
source familiar with her thinking noted she had recent-
ly traveled to Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina - several of 
which are coronavirus hot spots - and that many of those states 
implemented recommendations she provided.
The doctors are also dismayed at the treatment of Fauci, who 
has come under sharp criticism from top White House officials, 
including Trump, Meadows and trade adviser Peter Navarro.

We’re just trying to help. We’re just trying to do our best for 
the public health of the nation,” said one administration official 
on the task force. “What happened to Tony (Fauci) ... I don’t 
even know how to characterize it other than it’s shocking.”

‘STRATEGIC DISAGREEMENT’The coronavirus pandem-
ic has led to more than 141,000 deaths in the United States, 
battered the economy and put a spotlight on Trump’s uneven 
handling of a national crisis.

FILE PHOTO: U.S. President Donald Trump wears 
a mask while visiting Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland, U.S., July 11, 
2020. REUTERS/Tasos Katopodis/File Photo
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The U.S. has as of Sunday seen more 
than 140,000 total deaths from Covid-19 
as total known infections inch closer to 
4 million nationally -- about a quarter 
of the world’s total 14.3 million cases.
Those quickly rising numbers -- as tal-
lied by Johns Hopkins University -- 
show a disease that appears wildly out of 
control in the U.S.  
  “A second U.S. lockdown has become 
almost inevitable” to stop the spread of 
the virus, said Prof. Richard H. Ebright, 
the laboratory director at the Waksman 
Institute of Microbiology and a profes-
sor of chemistry and chemical biology 
at Rutgers University, in an email to the 
media.                              
“I expect to see a second lockdown -- 
tighter and longer than the first lockdown 
-- in most or all U.S. states in the second 
half of 2020, possibly as early as August 
to September 2020.” Ebright said a vac-
cine will be “essential” to break the cycle 
of lockdowns and resurgences, and that 
he expects to see at least one “at least 
partly effective” vaccine arriving in late 

2020 or early 2021.

Why the three main types of coronavi-
rus tests can’t be easily mass produced
Being able to test for the virus, track 
cases and isolate every infected Ameri-
can will be key factors in ensuring that 
second wave isn’t as deadly, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci says.
The U.S. continues to lag behind in test-
ing, according to a new report by the 
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development. The nation has 
performed 16.4 tests per 1,000 people, 
according to the report. Spain and Italy, 
with the second and third highest num-
ber of cases after the US, have conduct-
ed 22.3 and 29.7 tests per 1,000 people 
respectively.

“The truth is that we have not been go-
ing in the right direction,” he said. “But 
we need to continue to partner in a very 
active collaborative way with the states, 
we need to help them the same way they 
need to do the execution.”
The good news on Monday was all about 
Covid-19 vaccines as several companies 
announce big milestones. A study pub-
lished this morning shows that a vaccine 
developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford 
University has shown early promising re-
sults and few side effects. Pfizer got a big 
win today as well: the U.K. government 
has signed up to buy 90 million doses of 
the vaccine it is creating with BioNTech 
and Valneva. But there’s still a big hur-
dle coming, even if the vaccines pass all 
safety and efficacy tests. Will people in 
the U.S. get vaccinated? Though many 
will (and thousands have even signed up 
to be part of studies), rampant misinfor-
mation about vaccines means that some 
people are still hesitant to get vaccinated. 
Scientists are saying that we should trust 
vaccines for Covid-19 when a good can-
didate is available.

Governor Andrew Cuomo of New 
York
In Georgia, where Gov. Brian Kemp 
began lifting restrictions on small busi-
nesses such as salons and bowling alleys 
last week, experts say the death toll will 
likely see a sharp rise as a result.
“There are a couple of conditions that re-
ally need to be met before you can safely 
lift social distancing restrictions,” CNN 
Medical Analyst Dr. Celine Gounder 
said Tuesday.
Georgia’s daily coronavirus deaths will 
nearly double by August with relaxed so-
cial distancing, model suggests.
Those factors include a 14-day decline 
of cases and deaths, a hospital capacity 
for expected patients and the ability to do 

contact tracing and testing, she said.
“Georgia doesn’t meet any of the crite-
ria,” Gounder added.
Youyang Gu, the researcher behind one 
of the models shared by the US Centers 
of Disease Control and Prevention, proj-
ects the number of daily deaths in the 
state will nearly double by early August.
The model assumes social distancing 
will relax slightly as the state continues 
to reopen. The number of deaths per day 
in Georgia will jump from 32 fatalities 
on May 1 to a projected 63 people dying 
each day by August 4, the model fore-
casts.

The researcher’s findings fall in line with 
what’s predicted by another model that’s 
often been cited by the White House.
Newsom Order Would Keep Most 
California Schools Online
Responding to soaring coronavirus in-
fections and growing concern from 
teachers, Gov. Gavin Newsom of Cal-
ifornia announced new rules on Friday 
that would force many of the state’s 
districts to teach remotely when school 
starts next month.
More than 80 percent of the state’s pop-
ulation lives in counties that would cur-
rently not qualify for schools to reopen 
based on their surging caseloads and 
hospitalization rates. 
The rules would also require most stu-
dents to wear masks in classrooms and 
force schools that do hold in-person 
classes to shut down if enough students 
or employees test positive for the virus.

Students at Buena Vista Middle School 

in San Francisco in February be-
fore the coronavirus outbreak forced 
school buildings to close. Districts in 
counties with rising caseloads will be 
required to teach remotely until fur-
ther notice. (Photo/New York Times)
“We all prefer in-classroom instruction 
for all the obvious reasons,” Mr. New-
som said, “but only if it can be done 
safely.”
The announcement comes at the end of 
a week in which many school districts 
across the state and the country, includ-
ing California’s two largest, Los Ange-
les and San Diego, abandoned plans for 
in-person instruction, saying they would 
start the school year remotely, and in 
which California announced a sweeping 
rollback of plans to reopen businesses.
Education leaders in Houston, Atlanta, 
Nashville, Arlington, Va., and Broward 
County, Fla., also said this week that 
they planned to open the academic year 
online, despite pressure from President 
Trump and some Republican governors 
who want students in their classrooms 
five days a week.
In Texas, where state officials had pre-
viously put limits on online schooling, 
new guidelines were issued Friday that 
would allow as many as eight weeks of 
online-only instruction when schools re-
turn next month. (Courtesy cnn.com)
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Total Deaths In U.S. Have Risen Past 140,000 Over The Weekend,
As Concerns Grow Over Disease’s Rapid Spread Across The U.S.

‘A Second U.S. Lockdown
Has Become Almost Inevitable’

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director of the National Institute for Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases. U.S. Must Be Prepared For A Second Wave Of Coronavirus--Fauci 

Warns-- Possibly ‘A Bad Fall And A Bad Winter’ 

Stay Home!           Work Safe!

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Mayor Turner came to the International
District last weekend to join the food
drive at the Boone Road Church. More
than one hundred church volunteers and
community leaders helped to give away
thousands of bags of food to needy
families.

In the long lines many of our local
residents lined up in hundred-degree
heat waiting for food packages. Some of
them were single moms with small kids.
Some of them had lost jobs because of
the coronavirus pandemic.

When Mayor Turner walked into the
crowd, people called him “Governor
Turner” when they saw him coming. At
first I didn’t understand. Finally it was
clear that these people wanted him to
run for Governor in the future. Mayor
Turner is a Harvard graduate and his
leadership will lead him to a bright future.

For over fifteen years, with the
leadership of State Representative
Hubert Vo and many community leaders
and with the support from the Mayor, the
International District has changed the
southwestern part of the city and has
become a model for the city’s economy.

In this Pandemic we have given away
hundreds of computers, food packages
and plan to help the apartment
complexes and shopping centers to
sanitize the environment.

Many years ago we came to this great
land to seek opportunity. Most of us
have reached our America Dream.

Today when we can extend our help to
the local community, it is not just an
honor, it is our responsibility.

After I handed out thousands of masks
to our brothers and sisters in such hot
summer weather, I still feel very happy.
We are all really blessed. America is
beautiful.
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Shoppers who refused to wear masks shop at a Walmart store in Bradford, 
Pennsylvania. REUTERS/Brendan McDermid

German Chancellor Angela Merkel arrives for a meeting of the first face-to-face EU summit 
since the coronavirus outbreak, in Brussels, Belgium. REUTERS/Francois Lenoir/Pool  

TERS/Adrees Latif  

Federal law enforcement officers, deployed under the Trump administration’s new executive or-
der to protect federal monuments and buildings, face off with protesters against racial inequality 
and police violence in Portland, Oregon. REUTERS/Caitlin...MORE

C3Wednesday, July 22  2020

Editor’s Choice

An Egyptian man shows off his motorcycle skills in Cairo, Egypt. REUTERS/Mohamed Abd El Ghany

Italian coastguard divers work to free a sperm whale caught in a fishing net at sea north of the 
Sicilian Aeolian Islands. Courtesy of Carmelo Isgro’ / MuMa Museo del Mare di Milazzo /via 
REUTERS

A protester reacts to milk poured on his eyes after being tear gassed during a protest 
against racial inequality in Portland, Oregon. REUTERS/Caitlin Ochs  

MORE

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson plays with toys during a visit to The Discovery School in 
Kent, Britain. Jeremy Selwyn/Pool via REUTERS  

A woman covers herself with a plastic sheet as she walks during heavy rains in New Delhi, India. REUTERS/
Adnan Abidi    
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COMMUNITY
Younger Americans have been driving the 
recent coronavirus surge in Texas — but 
the virus is now also rapidly spreading 
in the state’s nursing homes, threatening 
elderly, frail residents who are most at risk 
of serious illness and death.
Across Texas, nearly 1,000 new infections 
of nursing home residents were reported in 
the week ending last Friday, July 10, NBC 
News found in an analysis of data from the 
Texas health department. That’s the highest 
weekly increase since mid-May, when 
the state began publishing the data, and it 
reflects record increases last week in the 
Houston, Dallas-Fort Worth and El Paso 
regions.
And that is most likely an undercount. 
Since last Friday, the state has reported 
more than 1,800 new cases among nursing 
home residents, in part because a data lag 
had prevented cases from being counted in 
the San Antonio area and the southernmost 
part of the state over the past two weeks, 
health officials said.
Deaths from the virus are also mounting: 
1,173 nursing home residents have died 
in Texas so far, according to state data — 
including 224 deaths since July 1.
The rising numbers have alarmed nursing 
home advocates and family members of 
residents who worry that facilities may not 
be able to contain the virus as it spreads in 
the surrounding community. The greatest 
fear is that Texas — now one of the biggest 
coronavirus hot spots in the country — 
could see mass outbreaks in nursing homes 
like those that hit the Northeast earlier in 
the pandemic. More than 6,400 nursing 
home residents in New York have died 
from the virus, and more than 6,600 have 
died in New Jersey.

“We had an opportunity to avoid what 
we’re experiencing right now,” said Patty 
Ducayet, Texas’ long-term care ombuds-
man, an independent watchdog for the 

state’s nursing homes. “We got this 
chance to see what other states did, 
what awful things they were experienc-
ing, so we might be ahead of the crisis. 
Now I’m bracing for more deaths to 
come and more cases.”
Deaths typically lag coronavirus infec-
tions by weeks, and Texas hit a daily 
record of overall deaths from the virus 
last week.
The largest increase in COVID-19 
infections in Texas nursing homes 
last week was in the Houston region, 
which had nearly 400 
new cases — more than 
nine times the number of 
new cases reported in the region during the 
last week of May.
The western and north central parts of the 
state also saw sharp increases in infected 
nursing home residents in early July. The 
El Paso region had 109 new cases in the 
week ending last Friday, and the Dallas-Fort 
Worth region had 287, according to state 
data — both record increases.
The American Health Care Association, 
which represents long-term care facilities, 
warned that rising coronavirus cases — not 
just in Texas, but across the United States 
— could have a devastating impact on 
nursing home residents.
“With the major spikes of COVID cases in 
many states across the country, we are very 
concerned this trend will lead to a dramatic 
increase in cases in long-term facilities,” 
the group wrote Tuesday in a letter to the 
National Governors Association. Nursing 
homes in Tampa, Florida, Phoenix and other 
hard-hit areas have also seen a recent rise 
in cases as the virus has spread in the Sun 
Belt, according to a Wall Street Journal 
analysis.

Texas sets daily records for new coronavi-

rus cases and hospitalizations
In Texas, Dr. Philip Huang, director of 
Dallas County Health and Human Services, 
attributes much of the recent increase to the 
state’s decision to reopen businesses weeks 
earlier.
While nursing homes in Texas have 
remained closed to visitors throughout the 
pandemic, staff members are constantly cy-
cling between the facilities and the broader 
community, and some work at multiple 
facilities. Nursing home residents also may 
leave their facilities for dialysis or other 
medical treatment.
“Around Memorial Day, when the governor 
opened up all these things, they thought 
everything’s open, go back to normal — 
including workers in the nursing homes,” 
Huang said.
The Texas health department did not com-
ment on the state’s reopening policies, but 
said the state is continuing to investigate all 
long-term care facilities with one or more 
positive cases and is working to identify 
facilities that are in need of testing. Amid 
the new surge of cases, the state has back-
tracked on reopening businesses, closing 
bars and limiting restaurant capacity.
Huang believes that public health officials 
and facilities are better equipped than they 
were earlier in the pandemic to detect the 
virus and ensure that residents receive the 
appropriate care, citing mobile testing units 
and a close partnership with the Dallas 
County’s public hospital system.

In the Houston area, Harris 
County has assembled a “strike 
team” to help nursing homes 
with testing and infection con-
trol. Last month, Harris County 
launched an investigation into 
Jacinto Nursing & Rehabilita-
tion Center after 12 residents 
became infected and one died 
from the virus; the investigation 

is ongoing. (The facility did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.)

Growing push for mask mandate as 22 
states set daily coronavirus case records
However, nursing homes in Texas and across 
the country are still facing inadequate access 
to testing and other vital resources, according 
to industry groups, resident advocates and 
researchers. “Nursing homes and assisted 
living communities cannot stop the virus by 
ourselves — not without testing, personal 
protective equipment (PPE), staff support and 
funding,” the American Health Care Associa-
tion said in its letter Tuesday.
The federal government has been sending 
shipments of PPE to nursing homes, but 
they have not included N-95 masks that are 
sorely needed by some facilities, the Amer-
ican Health Care Association added. And 
the federal stockpile itself is running thin, 
according to internal documents obtained by 
NBC News.
“We have by no means stopped these horrible 
rates of deaths in nursing homes,” said R. 
Tamara Konetzka, a public health professor 
and long-term care expert at the University 
of Chicago. “We’ve learned these things that 
now seem completely obvious, but they’re 
not completely implemented yet.”
In Texas, advocates are currently pushing 

for greater access to testing with quick 
turnaround times, which they say is critical 
given the spread of the virus through as-
ymptomatic staff.
“Unless we get truly rapid response testing, 
we’re never going to really get a handle on 
the virus,” said George Linial, president 
and CEO of LeadingAge Texas, which rep-
resents nonprofit nursing homes. “They’d 
ideally test staff every day and get results in 
an hour or less. But right now, it’s waiting 
days and sometimes weeks for test results.”
 

Last week, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, a Re-
publican, launched an initiative to provide 
on-site coronavirus testing for nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities, with 
results available the same day, through a 
partnership with Omnicare and CVS Health. 
But the testing units will not be permanently 
installed in the facilities, according to a 
spokesperson for CVS Health.
And on Tuesday, the federal government 
announced that it would distribute rapid 
testing machines to nursing homes “in 
COVID-19 hotspot geographic areas,” 
beginning next week, but did not specify 
which facilities or states would get priority. 
The devices will be sent to 2,000 nursing 
homes across the country, according to the 
American Health Care Association.
The latest COVID-19 surge has distressed 
family members who have already spent 
four months separated from their loved 
ones. In mid-June, Abbott announced that 
he would soon open nursing homes to visi-
tors, but those plans have since been stalled 
by the rise in cases. (Courtesy https://www.
nbcnews.com/)
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Coronavirus Cases On The Rise In Texas Nursing Homes

The Jacinto Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Houston, where 
at least 12 residents were infected with COVID-19 and one died. 

(Photo/Google Maps)

【美南新聞記者泉深報導】美國高中的畢業舞會(Prom)，是一場令
高中生期待無比的華麗畢業盛典。就算學生們課業再繁忙，也一定不
會漏掉這個特別的慶典，因為這一定會是他們高中生涯中最難忘的一
個夜晚。一般都是成雙成對的男女高中生相約參加畢業舞會，但也可
以單人或一群同學去參加。學生們穿上精選豪華漂亮的禮服，坐著豪
華加長禮車（Limo）到達會場，高中生們在這一天終於能體會到長大
成熟的感覺和喜悅。

儘管美國各州冠狀病毒大流行，這個一生一次的畢業盛典也不能錯過。
美國密蘇里州聖路易斯西北郊區奧法隆的聖多米尼克高中（St. Dominic High School ）於7月8日舉行了戶外畢業頒獎典禮

，又於7月10日舉行了室內畢業浪漫舞會（Prom)。該校官員周一（7月20日）說，至少有21人，包括19名學生，對COV-
ID-19測試呈陽性， 所有被感染的人都出現症狀。

根據學校的新聞發布：“在得知第一個陽性病例後，我們通知了所有參加這兩次活動的學生家庭，並鼓勵他們遵循當地衛
生官員和CDC推薦的指導，包括監測其孩子的COVID- 19症狀。”

學校表示，將在8月9日之前取消所有學生活動，因此，家庭可以在定於8月10日學年開始之前採取必要的預防措施。
該新聞稿說：“我們將繼續監視局勢，並將確定需要採取的任何進一步措施。”
學校說，畢業典禮在戶外舉行，而舞會則在室內場地舉行。聖多米尼克校長吉姆·韋爾比（Jim Welby）在推特上發布了戶

外畢業場地的照片，照片顯示學校足球場上成排成排的白色椅子。
同時，根據聖路易斯的KSDK消息，學校的畢業典禮的Facebook Live視頻已被刪除。
密蘇里州州長邁克·帕森（Mike Parson）週五在接受聖路易斯廣播電台主持人馬克·考克斯採訪時說，儘管他承認大多數學

生可能感染了冠狀病毒，但他仍在敦促學校在今年秋天重新開放。
帕森說：“這些孩子必須回到學校，他們的風險可能較低，如果他們確實得了COVID-19，他們不用去醫院，也不必坐在

醫生的辦公室裡，他們還是要去學校。”
他繼續說：“他們要回家了，他們會康復的，如果你看一看它（病毒）的科學，大部分都證明是那樣的。”
自7月15日美國疾病控制和預防中心的報告顯示，自冠狀病毒大流行開始以來，至少有14萬美國人死亡，其中31例死亡涉

及15歲以下的兒童。同時，在15至24歲之間，至少有157人死亡。
學校在周一補充說：“目前，我們著重與學校社區進行溝通，並與當地衛生官員和聖路易斯總教育局合作，以確保遵守所

有準則和規程。” ”我們繼續為學年做計劃，將學生的身體、精神、智力和情感健康放在首位。”

美國高中生舉行畢業典禮和浪漫舞會美國高中生舉行畢業典禮和浪漫舞會 1919名學生冠狀病毒測試呈陽性名學生冠狀病毒測試呈陽性
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