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TikTok’s Chinese owner offers to forego stake to 
clinch U.S. deal - sources

NEW YORK/WASHINGTON 
(Reuters) - China’s ByteDance has 
agreed to divest the U.S. operations 
of TikTok completely in a bid to 
save a deal with the White House, 
after President Donald Trump said 
on Friday he had decided to ban the 
popular short-video app, two people 
familiar with the matter said on 
Saturday.
U.S. officials have said TikTok under 
its Chinese parent poses a national 
risk because of the personal data it 
handles. ByteDance’s concession 
will test whether Trump’s threat to 
ban TikTok is a negotiating tactic, 
or whether he is intent on cracking 
down on a social media app that has 
up to 80 million daily active users in 
the United States.

Trump told reporters onboard Air 
Force One late on Friday that he 
would issue an order for TikTok to 
be banned in the United States as 
early as Saturday. “Not the deal that 
you have been hearing about, that 
they are going to buy and sell... We 
are not an M&A (mergers and acqui-
sitions) country,” Trump said.

ByteDance was previously seeking 

to keep a minority stake in the U.S. 
business of TikTok, which the White 
House had rejected. Under the new 
proposed deal, ByteDance would 
exit completely and Microsoft Corp 
would take over TikTok in the Unit-
ed States, the sources said.

Some ByteDance investors that are 
based in the United States may be 
given the opportunity to take minori-
ty stakes in the business, the sources 
added. About 70% of ByteDance’s 
outside investors come from the 
United States.

The White House declined to 
comment on whether Trump would 
accept ByteDance’s concession. By-
teDance in Beijing did not respond 
to a request for comment.

“We are here for the long run. Con-
tinue to share your voice here and 
let’s stand for TikTok,” TikTok U.S. 
general manager Vanessa Pappas 
said in a video published on the app 
on Saturday.

Under ByteDance’s new proposal, 
Microsoft, which also owns profes-
sional social media network Linke-

dIn, will be in charge of protecting 
all of TikTok’s U.S. user data, the 
sources said. The plan allows for a 
U.S. company other than Microsoft 
to take over TikTok in the United 
States, the sources added.

Microsoft did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

As relations between the United 
States and China deteriorate over 
trade, Hong Kong’s autonomy, cyber 
security and the spread of the novel 
coronavirus, TikTok has emerged as 
a flashpoint in the dispute between 
the world’s two largest economies.

ByteDance has been considering a 
range of options for TikTok amid 
U.S. pressure to relinquish control of 
the app, which allows users to create 
short videos with special effects and 
has become wildly popular with U.S. 
teenagers.

ByteDance had received a proposal 
from some of its investors, includ-
ing Sequoia and General Atlantic, 
to transfer majority ownership of 
TikTok to them, Reuters reported 
on Wednesday. The proposal valued 

TikTok at about $50 billion, but 
some ByteDance executives believe 
the app is worth more than that.

ByteDance acquired Shanghai-based 
video app Musical.ly in a $1 billion 
deal in 2017 and relaunched it as 
TikTok the following year. ByteD-
ance did not seek approval for the 
acquisition from the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United 
States (CFIUS), which reviews 
deals for potential national security 
risks. Reuters reported last year that 
CFIUS had opened an investigation 
into TikTok.

APP SCRUTINY
The United States has been increas-
ingly scrutinizing app developers 
over the personal data they handle, 
especially if some of it involves U.S. 
military or intelligence personnel. 
Ordering the divestment of TikTok 
would not be the first time the White 
House has taken action over such 
concerns.

Earlier this year, Chinese gaming 
company Beijing Kunlun Tech Co 
Ltd sold Grindr LLC, a popular gay 
dating app it bought in 2016, for 

$620 million after being ordered 
by CFIUS to divest.

FILE PHOTO: TikTok logos are 
seen on smartphones in front of a 
displayed ByteDance logo in this 
illustration taken November 27, 
2019. REUTERS/Dado Ruvic/Il-
lustration/File Photo
In 2018, CFIUS forced China’s 
Ant Financial to scrap plans to buy 
MoneyGram International Inc over 
concerns about the safety of data 
that could identify U.S. citizens.

ByteDance was valued at as much 
as $140 billion earlier this year 
when one of its shareholders, 
Cheetah Mobile, sold a small 
stake in a private deal, Reuters has 
reported. The startup’s investors 
include Japan’s SoftBank Group 
Corp.

The bulk of ByteDance’s reve-
nue comes from advertising on 
apps under its Chinese operations 
including Douyin - a Chinese 
version of TikTok - and news 
aggregator app Jinri Toutiao, as 
well as video-streaming app Xigua 
and Pipixia, an app for jokes and 
humorous videos.
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The first volunteer in a late-stage tri-
al for a coronavirus vaccine developed 
by Moderna and the National Institutes 
of Health received a shot in Savannah, 
Georgia, at 6:45 am on Monday, NIAID 
Director Anthony Fauci told CNN’s 
Wolf Blitzer.
Catch up quick: Fauci said President 
Trump was briefed Monday that 89 sites 
around the country will be enrolling indi-
viduals in the phase three trial.
What they’re saying: “This is a phase 
three trial of which is determined to find 
out if in fact the vaccine works, in ad-
dition to getting information further on 
safety,” Fauci said.
• “The safety data thus far looks good. 
But now, it’s crunch time. We’re trying 
to figure out if it actually works.”

Details: There are 30,000 volunteers in 

the trial, Fauci said, with half receiving 
the vaccine and the other half taking a 
placebo. Volunteers’ ages range from 18 
years old to 65 years old and over.
“To go from not even knowing what the 
virus was in early January to a phase 

three trial is really record time ... It was 
not done compromising safety, nor was 
it done compromising scientific integ-
rity. It’s just the technologies we have 

now and the ability to move very quickly 
have brought us to where we are right 

now, doing a phase three trial.”
— Fauci’s remarks on CNN

Related
Vaccine Distribution Will Be A 
‘Joint Venture’ Between CDC 
and Pentagon
The new plan breaks with the longstand-
ing precedent that CDC distributes vac-
cines during major outbreaks through a 
centralized ordering system.
Nationwide distribution of any corona-
virus vaccine will be a “joint venture” 
between the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which typically oversees 
vaccine allocation, and the Department 

of Defense, a senior administration offi-
cial said today.
The Department of Defense “is handling 
all the logistics of getting the vaccines to 
the right place, at the right time, in the 
right condition,” the official said in a call 
with reporters, adding that CDC will re-
main in charge of tracking any side ef-
fects that emerge post-vaccination and 
“some of the communications through 
the state relationships [and] the state 
public health organizations.”

The plan breaks with the longstanding 
precedent that CDC distributes vaccines 
during major outbreaks — such as bad 
flu seasons — through a centralized or-
dering system for state and local health 
officials.
“We believe we’ve actually combined 
the best of both,” the official said. A 
second senior administration official 
stressed the agencies would be working 
as “one team” to distribute hundreds of 
millions of doses if any of the vaccines in 
development are approved in the coming 
months.
Private companies are also likely to join 
the effort. The first official said the gov-
ernment is bringing in people to integrate 
CDC IT capabilities with “some new ap-
plications that we’re going to need that 
the CDC never had.”
The background: The Pentagon will 
be guiding not just distribution logistics 
but also manufacturing and “kitting,” the 
process of safely packaging a vaccine 
with its necessary equipment such as sy-
ringes and needles.

The Pentagon and military personnel 

will be responsible for distribution 
logistics and also the manufacturing 
and “kitting,” or the process of safe-
ly packaging a vaccine with the nec-
essary equipment including syringes 
and needles.
“The DoD is handling all of those lo-
gistics — that is where their compara-
tive advantage is,” said the first senior 
official. “And the CDC, some of their 
IT systems, relationships with the states 
following post-vaccination will belong 
to them.”
Pentagon chief spokesperson Jonathan 
Hoffman told reporters earlier in the day 
that distribution would be “a collabora-
tive process” between the private sector 
and the military.
Operation Warp Speed, the govern-
ment’s coronavirus vaccine and drug ac-
celerator, is examining “how do we take 
advantage of the commercial capability 
of the private sector to handle things like 
distribution, and where will either DoD 
step in to help manage that process, or if 
necessary, will DoD be required to step 
in and actually physically deliver items 
itself,” Hoffman said.
The debate: The comments come just 
one day after McClatchy reported that 
neither the White House nor Warp Speed 
officials had formally asked the Pentagon 
to help with vaccine distribution. While 
the White House said Defense is ready 
to assist, an HHS official told McClatchy 
Wednesday that their involvement would 
be the exception, not the norm.

FORT HOOD, Texas - Soldiers from 
115th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Cavalry Division, rehearse convoy op-
erations June 9, as part of “Muleskin-

ner Storm,” a brigade support area 
exercise conducted from June 8 to 11 
on...(Photo Credit: U.S. Army)VIEW 
ORIGINAL
State and local government groups have 
already raised concerns about Pentagon 
involvement and using new methods in 
coronavirus vaccine distribution. The 
CDC “already leads and maintains a 
highly effective system of vaccine order-
ing and distribution,” groups including 
the Association of State and Territorial 
Health Officials wrote in June. “With 
time of the essence we strongly recom-
mend against designing new and untest-
ed systems of vaccine distribution.”
The state and local officials also ques-
tioned whether military involvement in 
vaccine administration would undermine 
already shaky public confidence in vac-
cines.
What’s next: Senior health officials told 
reporters that they are in constant discus-
sion about first-priority populations for 
receiving possible coronavirus vaccines, 
including the elderly and medically vul-
nerable, but that those plans will depend 
on which candidates are ready first.

 It is currently unknown if the military 
will be used to set up field hospitals in 
the U.S. to administer the vaccine.
Two vaccines entered the final stage of 
human trials this month and several more 
are readying for the sweeping phase 
three stage. Results are expected later 
this year or early 2021. In the meantime, 
an expert committee has been convened 
by the National Academies of Science to 
discuss a distribution framework. (Cour-
tesy https://www.politico.com/)
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Fauci: Crunch Time For Coronavirus 
Vaccine As Late-Stage Trials Begin

National Institute for Allergy and Infectious Diseases director Anthony                                        
Fauci at a Senate hearing in June. (Photo: Kevin Dietsch-Pool/Getty Images)

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

LIVE

CORONAVIRUS DIARY

Dear Brothers and Sisters -

It has been more than one-half of a year
that our Asian and international
communities have been suffering from
the coronavirus pandemic. Many of our
brothers and sisters have lost their lives.
Many small businesses built in our
lifetime are all gone. Politicians just use
the anti-immigrant and race issues only
to try and gain their political advantage.
Most of us came to this great land and
adopted it as our own country. And now
it is facing the greatest challenge.

A group of us in ten different major cities
have already organized the American
Business Mosaic Association. We
definitely want to join in the 2020
presidential election and have our voices
heard.

We are inviting Dr. Ben Harris, Former
Chief Economist to Vice President
Biden, to be our guest on Virtual
Conversation on Economic and
International Outlook. He will answer
questions on foreign policy and
immigration issues.

This is the time we all need to
participate in this political process for
ourselves and the next generation.

I am urging all of you not to just open

your checkbook. We really all need to go
out and vote.

We believe we can control our own
future.

0808//0101//20202020

An Open Letter To Our Brothers And SistersAn Open Letter To Our Brothers And Sisters
A Virtual Conversation With Dr. Ben HarrisA Virtual Conversation With Dr. Ben Harris



A protester standing on barriers near a fence is shot with pepper balls by fed-
eral law enforcement officers during a demonstration against police violence 
and racial inequality in Portland, Oregon, July 29, 2020. Oregon’s governor 
said federa

John “Grandmaster Jay” Johnson, center, leader of an all-Black militia group called NFAC, 
leads his followers on a march during an armed rally in Louisville, Kentucky, July 25, 2020, 
demanding justice for Breonna Taylor, a Black woman killed in March...
which was...MORE

Elaine To, 42, cries as she is hugged by her husband Henry Tong, 39, at a restaurant before a 
court ruling, in Hong Kong, China July 24, 2020. The newlyweds were arrested at an anti-extra-
dition bill protest and tried on charges of rioting
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Editor’s Choice

Hearts painted by a team of artists from Upfest are seen in the grass at Queen Square, following the 
coronavirus outbreak, in Bristol, Britain 

Beads of sweat run down the forehead of a healthcare worker wearing protective gear after 
she took swabs from residents for a rapid coronavirus antigen test, at a residential apartment in 
Ahmedabad, India, July 23, 2020. REUTERS/Amit Dave

A doorman in a floral-themed suit stands at the entrance to Annabel’s club after it 
reopened following the coronavirus outbreak, in London, 

.MORE

Worshippers attend afternoon prayers at Hagia Sophia Grand Mosque in Istanbul, Turkey, July 
24, 2020. Thousands joined the first prayers in 86 years at Hagia Sophia, an ancient site long 
revered in both Christianity and Islam. A Turkish court...

The casket of late Congressman John Lewis, a pioneer of the civil rights movement and long-time member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives who died July 17, is carried via horse-drawn carriage across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama, July...



JY家庭全科及急症

高 血 壓

糖 尿 病

高 血 脂

常見皮膚病

皮膚活檢

婦 科 病

兒 科 病

老年癡呆

骨質疏鬆

憂 鬱 症

感 冒

咽喉痛

鼻竇炎

腹 瀉

尿 路 炎

關節注射

動物抓咬傷

清創縫合

角膜異物清除

地址:6609 W Sam Houston PKWY S STE 98 Houston, TX 77072 (位於8號公路及百利大道東北角及Shell加油站旁廣場)

Tel:(832)433-7159

本診所自2014年起
週一、二、三、五、六： 8:30am - 5pm
週四、週日 公休 

顧瑛 醫學博士
美國家庭醫學會資格認可醫師
美國老年醫學會資歷任可醫師

主 治 急 症
體檢特價  體檢+化驗:$125
①+女科婦科、宮頸膜片+$45
②+男性前列腺表面抗原+$20

移 民 體 檢

D03FA_JY顧瑛567B_8
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Analysis of Medicare fee-for-service 
(FFS) data showed an increase in Medi-
care primary care visits from 0.1% of 
all primary care in February to 43.5% in 
April, representing an increase from about 
2,000 to 1.28 million telehealth visits per 
week.
Meanwhile, there was a “precipitous” 
drop in in-person visits for primary care 
in mid-March as COVID-19 took hold 
in the U.S., then a rise from mid-April 
through May, according to the report from 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation. Use of telehealth 
in primary care “declined somewhat but 
appears to have leveled off at a persistent 
and significant level by the beginning of 
June,” the report noted. It still accounted 
for 22.7% of Medicare beneficiaries’ 
primary care visits as of June 3rd.
Overall, weekly primary care visit rates 
have not yet returned to pre-pandemic 
levels.
“Based on early experience with Medicare 
primary care telehealth at the start of the 
COVID-19 public health emergency, there 
is evidence that Medicare’s new telehealth 
flexibilities played a critical role in help-
ing to maintain access to primary health 
care services -- when many beneficiaries 
and providers were concerned with trans-

mission of COVID-19,” the authors noted.  

“The stable and sustained use of telehealth 
after in-person primary care visits started to 
resume in mid-April suggests there may be 
continued demand for telehealth in Medi-
care, even after the pandemic ends.”
The findings overall match those from 
healthcare provider databases suggesting 
a 60% to 70% drop in health care office 
visits, partially offset by telehealth visits, 
with the start of the pandemic. Drug market 
research firm IQVIA has reported from 
physician surveys that about 9% of patient 
interactions were via telehealth prior to the 
pandemic but 51% during the shutdown, 
with expectation of a 21% rate after the 
pandemic, the HHS report noted. There 
have been calls for Medicare to make the 
loosened rules around telemedicine perma-
nent, and some legislative movement in that 
direction, but private insurers have signaled 
the opposite.
Fred Pelzman, MD, an internal medicine 
physician at Weill Cornell Medicine in New 
York City (and MedPage Today columnist), 

said an informal survey of his patients indi-
cated they would be willing to do up to 50% 
of their care via video tools.
“We went from a handful of video visits in 
our practice to several thousand over the 
course of the months,” he said. “It’s a great 
way to take care of people, kept a lot of peo-
ple safe, we think. What has happened is that 
as we started to open our practice back up 
again and offer appointments, the floodgates 
have opened and patients are declining video 
visits.”

Those patients opting for in-person visits 
tend to be older, braving what feels like a 
quiet time in the pandemic for the state to 
take care of necessary visits, he noted. “I 
think ultimately that we’ll plateau. It will 
probably come down a little more.” The 
study included Medicare FFS Part B claims 
from January through May 2020 for primary 
care services along with preliminary Medi-
care Part B primary care claims data up to 
June 3. Primary care services included eval-
uation and management, preventive services, 
and advance care planning.
Telehealth usage increased most in urban 
counties early in the pandemic and saw 
smaller declines in May compared with 
rural counties across the country. Among 
cities, Boston had the greatest proportion of 
primary care visits by telehealth (73.1%) and 
Phoenix the lowest (37%).
Notably, the rate “was not strongly associ-
ated with differences in COVID-19 severity 
across cities as measured by rate of hospi-
talizations per thousand Medicare FFS ben-
eficiaries,” the report pointed out. (Courtesy 
https://www.medpagetoday.com/)
Related

Telehealth up 53%, growing fast-
er than any other place of care
A striking indicator of telehealth’s building 
momentum suggests that now is the time for 
physicians to understand how care delivered 
at a distance can fit it into a wide variety of 

practices.

A national study of insurance claims filed for 
alternative settings of care found telehealth 
rocketed up 53% from 2016 to 2017. That 
growth greatly outpaced other places stud-
ied—14% at urgent care centers, 7% at retail 
clinics, and 6% at ambulatory surgical centers 
(ASCs). In a telling sign of the shift in the 
delivery of care, emergency departments were 
the one setting reported on that experienced 
a decline—it was 2%. The data—drawn from 
claim lines, the separate procedures listed 
within a claim—and analysis comes from a 
white paper, “FH Healthcare Indicators and 
FH Medical Price Index 2019: An Annual 
View of Place of Service Trends and Medical 
Pricing.” The paper was issued by Fair 
Health, a New York nonprofit that operates 
a vast database of commercial and Medicare 
claims.

Telehealth is rapidly growing in terms of 
claims, and advancing its signature combi-
nation of health information and telecom-
munications. It can encompass consultations 
such as video-conferencing with patients 
and fellow physicians—though generally 
not simply phone calls, emails or texts—as 
well the collection of health data and images 
that can be shared in real time or stored and 
transmitted.
Related Coverage
Which Medical Specialties Use Tele-

medicine The Most?
The No. 1 diagnostic category for telehealth 
was mental health in 2016, but that dropped 
to No. 5 in this most recent Fair Health report, 
accounting for 7% of the claim lines in 2017 
compared with 31% in 2016. Other catego-
ries of telehealth grew in 2017, with 13% of 
telehealth diagnoses being related to injuries 

or digestive system issues.
Increasingly, the focus is on mobile devices—
referred to as mHealth—allowing for ease 
and continuity of tracking patient data, and to 
facilitate communication with the health care 
team as well as researchers. For example, 
blood-pressure data can be collected at home, 
sent to a patient’s mobile phone and then be 
transmitted through an app.
Even with all those developments, tele-
health is still a tiny share of care provided. It 
accounts for 0.11% of the Fair Health claims 
lines data for 2017. That compares with 2.6% 
at emergency departments, 1.2% at urgent 
care centers, 0.91% at ASCs and 0.033% 
percent at retail clinics.
Payment catches up with telehealth
The AMA advocated for—and the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services has accept-
ed—five new Current Procedural Terminol-
ogy (CPT®) codes for 2019 that will allow 
physicians to be paid for their delivery of 
health care services using virtual technologies 
including remote patient monitoring (RPM) 
and e-consults. These include three CPT 
codes for RPM and two for e-consults with 
another health care professional.
In the Fair Health white paper, telehealth 
claims were identified by CPT codes such as 
CPT 99441—telephone evaluation and man-
agement service provided by a physician to an 
established patient—or telehealth modifiers 
such as GQ.
Follow the AMA Playbook for digital 
success
The objective of the AMA’s 100-page Play-
book is to provide “key steps, best practices 
and resources” for physicians who want 
to start and move forward in a quick and 
informed manner.

The authoritative guide discusses implemen-
tation, evaluating vendors and scaling up 
telehealth as a practice’s competencies and 
confidence grow. Also included are up-to-
date CPT coding information, checklists and 
worksheets and other resources.  (Courtesy 
https://www.ama-assn.org/)
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But Use Is Still Significantly Up Among Medicare Patients, Per HHS

Pandemic Spike in Telehealth Levels Off

Telehealth’s early bonanza during the pandemic has given way to persistently elevated                                 
use in primary care, a Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) report 
showed.
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