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California governor calls wildfires ‘dead-
ly moment,’ urges residents to flee
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(Reuters) - Hundreds of wildfires burning across Central 
and Northern California that have already killed six people 
more than doubled in size on Friday, becoming some of 
the largest in state history and threatening small towns in 
the path of the flames.

The conflagrations, which broke out over the last 
week, have blackened an area larger than the U.S. state 
of Rhode Island and destroyed more than 500 homes and 
other structures. In addition to the fatalities, 43 firefighters 
and civilians have been hurt.

RELATED COVERAGE
Factbox: California’s lightning-sparked fires among state’s 
biggest
California Governor Gavin Newsom said crews were fight-
ing 560 fires across the state, many of them sparked by 
lightning storms, straining resources to the breaking point 
as he seeks reinforcements from as far away as Canada 
and Australia.

“We are not naive by any stretch about how deadly this 
moment is and why it is essential ... that you heed evacua-
tion orders and that you take them seriously,” Newsom, a 
Democrat, told Californians at a news briefing.

The state has been hit by its worst dry-lightning storms in 
nearly two decades as close to 12,000 strikes here have 
sent flames racing through lands left parched by a recent 
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Cal Fire firefighter 
Anthony Quiroz 
carries a hose as 
he defends a home 
during the CZU 
Lightning Complex 
Fire in Boulder 
Creek, California, 
U.S. August 21, 
2020. REUTERS/
Stephen Lam

heat wave. Some 175,000 people have been told to leave their 
homes.

In Santa Cruz, a city of around 65,000 people on California’s 
central coast, residents were told to prepare “go bags” as 
bulldozers cut fire lines and flames came within a mile of the 
University of California Santa Cruz campus.

Video footage posted on social media showed giant Red-
wood trees, some more than 2,000 years old, standing largely 
unscathed among the torched ruins of buildings in and around 
Big Basin Redwoods State Park.

Cal Fire firefighter Anthony Quiroz carries a hose as he 
defends a home during the CZU Lightning Complex Fire in 
Boulder Creek, California, U.S. August 21, 2020. REUTERS/
Stephen Lam
A complex of blazes east of Palo Alto and another in wine 
country south of Sacramento are the seventh and tenth largest 
wildfires in state history, respectively, according to CalFire, 
and the agency warned that more dry-lightning storms were 
expected as early as Sunday.

‘SEND IN THE NATIONAL GUARD’
With up to 20 separate blazes burning in some lightning-fire 
complexes, firefighters and locals pleaded for more support.

“We’re still understaffed for a fire of this size,” said Daniel 
Potter, a CalFire spokesman, in reference to the Santa Cruz 
blaze where crews are working 72-hour shifts to save homes in 
towns such as Ben Lomond.

“We need HELP in the Santa Cruz mountains. SEND IN THE 
NATIONAL GUARD NOW!” San Jose State University pro-
fessor Scott Myers-Lipton said on Twitter.

Four people died in the so-called LNU Complex fire in the 
North Bay area that has destroyed more than 480 homes and 
structures, including a winery as it burned over 219,000 acres 
in five counties. All evacuees were allowed to return to their 
homes in Vacaville on Friday as containment of the fire stood 
at 7%.

A utility crewman died on Wednesday while on duty helping 
clear electrical hazards for first-responders at the same 
fire. Earlier that day, the pilot of a firefighting helicop-
ter was killed in a crash in Fresno County.

“All our first responders are working to the ragged edge of 
everything they have,” state lawmaker Jim Wood said.

Plumes of smoke and ash fouled air quality for hundreds of 
miles around fire zones, adding to the misery and health risks 
of residents forced to flee or those stuck inside sweltering 
homes that lacked air conditioning.

Medical experts warned that the coronavirus pandemic has 
considerably heightened the health hazards posed by smoky air 
and extreme heat, especially for older adults and those already 
suffering from respiratory illnesses.
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BUSINESS

Urging countries to join a global vaccine agreement, 

the head of the World Health Organization on Tuesday 

reiterated concerns that, once developed, drugs to pre-

vent COVID-19 might be hoarded by some countries 

at the expense of others. Speaking in Geneva, WHO 

Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus is-

sued a call to avoid “vaccine nationalism” by joining 

the COVAX Global Vaccines Facility – a pact aimed at 

ensuring access to such drugs around the world. WHO 

has set an Aug. 31 deadline to establish terms for the 

new pact. Tedros said he sent a letter to the WHO’s 

194 member states, urging participation.

“Nationalism exacerbated the pandemic and contrib-

uted to the total failure of the global supply chain,” 

he said, noting that hoarding by some countries led to 

shortages of protective gear in the early days of the 

pandemic. He said that the world’s interconnectedness 

means that “a vaccine developed in one country may 

need to be filled in vials with stoppers that are pro-

duced in another, using materials for the high-grade 

glass that is only available from yet another country. 

Sharing finite supplies strategically and globally is ac-

tually in each country’s national interest,” Tedros said.

WHO’s push for an international pact to share vac-

cines comes as the European Union, Britain, Switzer-

land and the United States are forging deals with drug-

makers that have prospective COVID-19 vaccines 

in various stages of trials. China and Russia also are 

working on vaccines. According to a Johns Hopkins 

University tally, since the start of the pandemic, there 

have been nearly 22 million coronavirus cases world-

wide, with nearly 776,000 deaths.

A lab technician works on COVID-19 tests in Ki-

gali, Rwanda. Health care workers should be first 

in line for pandemic vaccines, global health experts 

say. (S. Wohlfahrt/AFP/Getty Images)

‘Vaccine nationalism’ threatens global plan 
to distribute COVID-19 shots fairly
As soon as the first COVID-19 vaccines get approved, 

a staggering global need will confront limited sup-

plies. Many health experts say it’s clear who should 

get the first shots: health care workers around the 

world, then people at a higher risk of severe disease, 

then those in areas where the disease is spreading rap-

idly, and finally, the rest of us. Such a strategy “saves 

the most lives and slows transmission the fastest,” 

says Christopher Elias, who heads the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation’s Global Development Division. “It 

would be ludicrous if low-risk people in rich countries 

get the vaccine when health care workers in South Af-

rica don’t,” adds Ellen ‘t Hoen, a Dutch lawyer and 

public health activist. Yet money and national interest 

may win out. The United States and Europe are plac-

ing advance orders for hundreds of millions of doses 

of successful vaccines, potentially leaving little for 

poorer parts of the world. “I’m very concerned,” says 

John Nkengasong, director of the Africa Centres for 

Disease Control and Prevention.

To avoid such a scenario, the World Health Organiza-

tion and other international organizations have set 

up a system to accelerate and equitably distribute 

vaccines, the COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access 

(COVAX) Facility, which seeks to entice rich 

countries to sign on by reducing their own risk that 

they’re betting on the wrong vaccine candidates. 

But the idea has been put together on the fly, and 

it’s unclear how many rich countries will join.

Recent history isn’t encouraging. A cocktail of 

powerful antiviral drugs revolutionized HIV treat-

ment in the West in 1996, saving many lives, but 

it took 7 years for the drugs to become widely 

available in Africa, the hardest hit continent. “That 

was catastrophic and that experience is high in my 

mind,” Nkengasong says. During the 2009 H1N1 

influenza pandemic, the United States and many 

European countries donated 10% of their vac-

cine stocks to poorer countries—but only after it 

became clear they had enough for their own pop-

ulations. “Too many had to wait too long for too 

little,” says Richard Hatchett, CEO of the Coalition 

for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, a partner 

in COVAX.

This time, too, rich countries’ biggest concern is 

to protect their own citizens. The U.S. government 

has signed deals worth more than $6 billion with 

several vaccine companies as part of Operation 

Warp Speed, which aims to provide the U.S. popu-

lation with vaccines by January 2021. Europe’s In-

clusive Vaccines Alliance, formed by France, Ger-

many, Italy, and the Netherlands, has signed a deal 

to buy 400 million doses of AstraZeneca’s vaccine 

for use in EU member states. The United Kingdom 

has inked deals with AstraZeneca and other com-

panies as well. China is developing its own vac-

cines; it’s unclear how early it will be willing to 

share or whether the shots will come with political 

strings attached. The idea behind COVAX is to in-

vest in about 12 different vaccines and ensure early 

access when they become available. “The goal is to 

have 2 billion doses by the end of 2021,” says Seth 

Berkley, director of GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, 

the third COVAX partner: 950 million for high- 

and upper middle-income countries, 950 million 

for low- and lower middle-income countries, and 

100 million for “humanitarian situations and out-

breaks that are out of control.” A first $750 million 

deal with AstraZeneca for 300 million doses was 

announced on 4 June.

Berkley accepts that many rich countries will do their own 

deals with manufacturers. But signing up to COVAX in ad-

dition is an insurance policy, he says. If the vaccines they 

have invested in fail to materialize, they would still have 

access to others through COVAX, although only enough 

for 20% of their populations. The money they invest will 

be used to guarantee lower prices for poorer countries. 

Separately, the COVAX Advance Market Commitment 

is collecting donations from the higher-income countries. 

GAVI says COVAX will need $2 billion in donations to 

pay for the vaccine doses in 90 countries. “We’re trying 

to do everything we can to try to have a global approach 

because we think it’s the right thing to do from a science 

point of view and from an equity point of view,” Berkley 

says.

COVAX is planning to spread its own risk by investing in 

a variety of vaccine strategies. Single-dose vaccines could 

be easier to give in refugee camps, for instance, whereas a 

double-dose regimen might work fine at a European doc-

tor’s office. Some vaccines are based on new technology, 

creating more uncertainty about regulatory approval and 

manufacturing capacity. COVAX also hopes to source its 

vaccines from companies in different locations, so that no 

single country can stop them from being exported. CO-

VAX is a clever way to try to hold together the interests 

of different countries, says David Fidler, an adjunct senior 

fellow for global health at the Council on Foreign Rela-

tions. “Even from the point of view of raw self-interest 

that governments often have, you can see why this would 

look attractive,” he says. “They’re not ignoring the politi-

cal reality.” But he worries countries may hesitate to sign 

up, and that those that do may renege on the deal once the 

scramble for doses actually begins.

So far, more than 70 countries that plan to finance their 

own vaccine have expressed interest in signing up with 

COVAX. (They have to formally commit by the end of 

August and provide an advance of 15% of the overall 

amount.) Whether they will come through is another mat-

ter. Some countries in the European Union—which often 

stresses the importance of global solidarity—have indicat-

ed they intend to donate money, but may not order vac-

cines themselves through COVAX. “Where the procure-

ment of doses for themselves is concerned, we are still 

actively discussing with them,” Hatchett says. “There 

are models where we could work together.”

Nkengasong says Africa needs to explore other avenues 

as well. “We welcome the COVAX Facility arrangement 

but we cannot just wait for discussions in Geneva,” he 

says. “We need to take charge of our own destiny.” At 

an African Union meeting in late June, South African 

President Cyril Ramaphosa called on leaders to secure 

vaccine supplies for the continent and ensure that vac-

cines are manufactured there. Nkengasong says African 

governments are approaching banks to finance deals 

with pharma companies similar to those signed by the 

United States. “We need to come together as a continent 

of 1.3 billion people to not be left behind.”

Kate Elder, a vaccines expert at Doctors Without Bor-

ders’s Access Campaign, sees COVAX as perhaps the 

best shot at an equitable distribution of vaccines, but 

says it should be more transparent. “How did they 

choose AstraZeneca? What conditions are there in the 

agreement with AstraZeneca if the company doesn’t 

meet volume commitments?” she asks. “None of the 

conditions around that are known.” 

Both COVAX and governments should also ensure that 

funded vaccine producers make their data freely avail-

able to any company that wants to use them, ‘t Hoen 

adds. “I’m very worried that they are doing this without 

strings attached, that the know-how that is developed 

with this public funding does not become publicly avail-

able for others to use,” she says.

What’s needed most for COVAX to work is political 

commitment at the highest levels of government, says 

Alexandra Phelan, a lawyer at Georgetown University 

who specializes in global health. Without “a really big 

international effort,” for instance at the United Nations 

or the G-20, the early doses of vaccines are unlikely to 

go to those who need them most, Phelan says. “It will be 

slow, it will be inadequate, and there will be unnecessary 

deaths.”

It didn’t have to be this way, Fidler says. Experts have 

long warned that a devastating pandemic was likely to 

hit some day, but the international community failed to 

put in place a mechanism to ensure equitable access to 

a pandemic vaccine. “So for an entirely foreseeable, ex-

pected, predicted, global problem,” he says, “we have 

nothing.” (Courtesy sciencemag.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

WHO Chief Urges Nations To Join
In Preventing ‘Vaccine Nationalism’

World Health Organization Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus at 
a news conference last month in Geneva. He is urging countries to join a pact 
aimed at ensuring access to drugs to prevent COVID-19. (Photo/Fabrice Coffri-
ni/Pool/AFP via Getty Images)
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CORONAVIRUS DIARY

In the early 1970’s when I first arrived
in America from Taipei, it was the end of
the Vietnam war. My first stop was the
city of Berkeley in the San Francisco Bay
area. In a letter that I wrote to my
parents, I said, “Mom and Dad, I am
here in a different world. I have seen a
lot of people demonstrating in the
streets, many homeless and antiwar
people against the government. But I
could see in their faces they still had
self-confidence.”

Kamala Harris was just an infant at that
time. When she became the Democratic
Vice Presidential candidate, she spoke
out and was so proud of her ethnic
background – her father is from
Jamaica and her mother is from India.
During the Vietnam war period, most of
the young people supported the antiwar
movement, including her parents. After
President Johnson signed the
immigration bill, hundreds of thousands

of young students and regular people
could now come to America. Here they
started their new lives in this great land
and devoted their lifetime efforts to fight
for the future. There are so many
successful immigrant stories in America.

We are so proud that Kamala Harris is
one of America’s most successful
immigrant stories and has become one
of the most outstanding citizens in the
country. Her story teaches all immigrants
that everybody needs to just have
confidence. She has set a very good
example for many of us including the

next generation.

This November, the presidential election

should bring such an important change
for our nation. Let us all hope this will be
the case. God bless America.

0808//2222//20202020

Kamala You Are TheKamala You Are The
Model For ImmigrantsModel For Immigrants



Smoke and flame are seen following an Israeli air strike in the southern Gaza 
Strip. REUTERS/Ibraheem Abu Mustafa

The showcase of a souvenir-shop displays a protective gear at the famous red-light district 
“Reeperbahn” during the outbreak of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Hamburg

Supporters of President Donald Trump attend a campaign event at Yuma International Airport 
in Yuma, Arizona, August 18, 2020. Trump’s travel this week, to states likely to prove crucial to 
whether he wins a second term, promise to show a framework...
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Editor’s Choice

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris celebrate after Biden accepted the 2020 Democratic presidential nomi-
nation during the 4th and final night of the 2020 Democratic National Convention. REUTERS/Kevin 
Lamarque

Cal Fire firefighter Anthony Quiroz douses water on a flame as he defends a home during the CZU 
Lightning Complex Fire in Boulder Creek, California. REUTERS/Stephen Lam

Israeli forces fire a sound grenade at Palestinian demonstrators during a protest 
against Jewish settlements and Israel’s planned annexation of parts of the Israe-
li-occupied West Bank, in the Palestinian town of Asira ash-Shamaliya. REUTERS/
Raneen..
.MORE

Former White House Chief Strategist Steve Bannon exits the Manhattan Federal Court, fol-
lowing his arraignment hearing for conspiracy to commit wire fraud and conspiracy to commit 
money laundering, in New York City. REUTERS/Andrew Kelly

(L-R), Lin Wei, 65,  Sun Yang, 64, Wang Nianwen, 74, and Wang Xinghuo, 70, wearing traditional Chinese dress-
es, walk across a street during a video shoot in Beijing’s Central Business District (CBD) area, China August 13, 
2020. The four women, known as Glamma Beijing, met during a modeling training course after retiring 20 years 
ago. They became an internet sensation in China last year, dressing up and performing in videos on short-video 
platform Douyin for likes. REUTERS/Tingshu Wang
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COMMUNITY

1. Global: Total confirmed cases as of 
9 a.m. ET: 22,709,116 — Total deaths: 
794,274 — Total recoveries: 14,563,910 .
2. U.S.: Total confirmed cases as of 9 a.m. 
ET: 5,576,206 — Total deaths: 174,290 —  
Total recoveries: 1,947,035 — Total tests: 
70,031,936 .
3. Health: Hospitals continue to sue 
patients in hotspots.
4. States: Florida’s death toll tops 10,000.
5. Sports: The Indianapolis 500 is back on 
after its delay.
6. Business: Leading economic indicators 
suggest weak end to 2020.
The big picture: Beyond protecting citi-
zens and bolstering the economy, displays 
of scientific prowess and tilting geopoli-
tics are driving the development of new 
vaccines and drugs. Of the 202 COVID-19 
vaccines in development around the 
world, 20 involve teams in China, per 
the Milken Institute. The state of play: 
Brazil has the second-highest death toll in 
the world (more than 111,000) and case 
number (over 3.4 million) after the U.S., 
where more than 174,00 people have died 

and over 5.5 million have tested positive.
What’s happening:
• Russia’s coronavirus death toll has 
surpassed 16,000, per JHU.
• Mexico will be getting at least 2,000 
doses of Russia’s potential coronavirus 
vaccine to test among its population, 
Reuters reports.
• The United Kingdom added Portugal to 
its safe travel list but removed Croatia, 
Austria and Trinidad and Tobago., BBC 
notes.
• Italy and Spain both reported record 
coronavirus case numbers on Wednesday 
since ending their lockdowns in May 
and June respectively, AP reports. Both 
countries have increased testing again 
following the surge, per the Washington 
Post writes.

• Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro is 

deploying repressive security forces to fight 
the coronavirus pandemic. Officials have 
labeled people who may have come into 
contact with the virus as “bioterrorists,” per 
The New York Times.
• Iran reported over 20,000 coronavirus 
deaths on Wednesday — the highest death 
toll from the virus in the Middle East.
• New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said Wednesday 500 more army per-
sonnel would be deployed at managed isola-
tion facilities as a health official confirmed 
another five infections linked to the Auckland 
cluster and one imported case.
• The CDC has lifted its coronavirus warning 
against non-essential travel to Bermuda, 
as the island ramps up a scheme to attract 
foreign workers on year-long residencies and 
marks 57 days with no detected community 
spread.
Between the lines: Policy responses to the 
crisis have been every-country-for-itself 
and — in the case of the U.S. and China 
— tinged with geopolitical rivalry. But the 
scientific work to understand the virus and 
develop a vaccine has been globalized on an 
unprecedented scale.
Coronavirus symptoms include: Fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, repeated shaking 
with chills, muscle pain, headaches, sore 
throat and a loss of taste or smell.
Related

Data: The COVID Tracking Project; Note: 

Does not include probable deaths from 
New York City; Map: Andrew Wither-
spoon/Axios
The Department of Homeland Security 
formally declared teachers essential workers 
in guidance released this week, continuing 
the Trump administration’s push to reopen 
schools as the coronavirus pandemic rages 
on.
Why it matters: Under the guidance, 
teachers are now considered “critical 
infrastructure workers,” like physicians and 
law enforcement officers, meaning they 
can continue teaching even after possible 
exposure to a confirmed case as long as they 
remain asymptomatic. (Update: Go here: 
https://www.axios.com/trump-teachers-
emergency-workers-coronavirus-be5e2b55-
8be1-4524-b5aa-d28f81ebdee1.html   
Trump Administration Declares Teachers 
Essential Workers)   By the numbers: 
More than 174,000 people have died from 
COVID-19 and over 5.5 million have tested 
positive for the virus, Johns Hopkins data 
shows. Nearly 1.9 million have recovered.                                                                                                                                    
What’s happening: A study found that 
children may play a larger role in the spread 
of coronavirus than previously realized, 
intensifying concerns as schools grapple 
with whether to reopen.
• Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.) said he tested 
positive for the coronavirus and is “strictly 

following the 
direction of our 
medical experts” by 
quarantining
• The Labor 
Department said 
new applications 
for unemployment 
bumped higher last 
week, after jobless 
filings steadily 
dropped in recent 
weeks.
• Florida’s death 
toll from the virus 
exceeded 10,000 on 
Thursday, according 
to the state’s depart-
ment of health. It is 
the the fifth state to 

report 10,000 or more deaths, per JHU data.

A medical worker conducts a COVID-19 
test at a free testing site in New York City 
on July 18 as the city prepares to enter 
its fourth and final phase of reopening. 
(Photo/Alexi Rosenfeld/Getty Images)
• Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves debuted 
his plan to sign an executive order on 
attendance for college football games that 
includes a ban on pregame tailgates, parties 
and rallies outside of college football stadi-
ums, the Clarion-Ledger reports.
• Debates over face-covering mandates 
and school reopening plans have escalated 
throughout the country.
Trends to watch:
• Vaccine: Nations around the world and 
the global economy are desperately waiting 
for a coronavirus vaccine, and experts say 
there is a chance one will become available 
in record time.
• New risk factors: The CDC included 
more demographic groups at risk for the 
coronavirus such as younger people who 
are obese and who have underlying health 
problems.
• When to wear a mask: Scientific evi-
dence shows face masks can help control 
the spread of the coronavirus, but nuances 
and changes in messaging about their use 
are complicating public health efforts.
• Elections: States need to determine how 
to hold safe elections by this fall. And state 
governments are facing budget shortfalls 
that threaten layoffs for public sector 
employees.
• School: Millions of kids are about to 
head back to school, but students, teachers, 
administrators and parents still don’t have 
a clear picture of how it’s going to work. 
(Courtesy axios.org)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

World Coronavirus Updates 08/23/20

Data: The Center for Systems Science and Engineering at Johns Hopkins; Map: Axios 
Visuals


	0823SUN_C1_Print.pdf (p.1)
	0823SUN_C2_Print.pdf (p.2)
	0823SUN_C3_Print.pdf (p.3)
	0823SUN_C4_Print.pdf (p.4)

