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Strikingly large shares of Black Ameri-
cans say they would be reluctant to get a 
coronavirus vaccine — even if it was free 
and had been deemed safe by scientists, 
according to a new nationwide survey 
from KFF and The Undefeated.
Why it matters: The findings reflect 
well-founded distrust of government and 
health care institutions, and they under-
score the need for credible outreach efforts 
when a vaccine is distributed. Otherwise, 
distribution could fail to effectively reach 
the Black community, which has been dis-
proportionately affected by coronavirus.

By the numbers: Just 17% of Black 
American adults say they definitely will 
get a Covid-19 vaccine if it were deter-
mined to be safe by scientists and it was 
free; 49% said they would not get it.
• Large shares are skeptical even among 
people at the highest risk. Just 20% of 

Black people with a serious health con-
dition say they definitely would get a 
safe, free vaccine, as did 24% of those 
who have a health care worker in the 
home and 25% of Black seniors.
• Just 9% of Black adults feel very 
confident that a vaccine will have been 
properly tested or will be distributed 
fairly.
Between the lines: Vaccine hesitancy 
in the Black community is rooted in ex-
periences with discrimination and sys-
temic racism.
• The share of Black people who say 
racial discrimination in health care is 
commonplace has increased from 56% 
in 1999 to 70% now.

What’s next: Vaccine distribution will 

likely begin with health care workers, 
providing real-world evidence of safety.
• Political leaders and public health offi-
cials who have credibility in communi-
ties of color could also help reduce vac-
cine hesitancy.
The bottom line: A vaccine distribution 
effort that is not coupled with a credible 
outreach effort in communities of color 
is likely to fall far short of reaching many 
of the people who are most at risk.

Axios-Ipsos Poll: The Racial 
Gap On Coronavirus Vaccine

Black Americans are less likely than 
white Americans to say they plan to get 
a flu vaccine this year, and significantly 
less likely to say they’ll take a first-gen-
eration coronavirus vaccine, according 
to numbers from the latest edition of the 
Axios-Ipsos Coronavirus Index. Why it 
matters: Black Americans have suffered 
disproportionately from COVID-19, 
which means they also stand to benefit 
from a successful vaccine. But a legacy 
of medical mistreatment, systematic rac-
ism in health care and targeted efforts by 
anti-vaxxers means that a wide trust gap 
needs to be closed first.

 Data: Axios/Ipsos poll; Note: 1,084 
U.S. adults were surveyed between 
Aug. 21-24, 2020 with a ±3.3% margin 
of error; Chart: Sara Wise/Axios
Details: 49% of Black Americans say 
they are somewhat or very likely to get 
a flu shot this year, compared 65% of 
white Americans and 60% of Hispanics.
• That gap is significantly larger when it 
comes to willingness to take a first-gen-
eration COVID-19 vaccine. Just 28% of 
Black Americans say they would be will-
ing to do so, compared to 51% of white 
Americans and 56% of Hispanics.
• Altogether, 62% of those surveyed say 
they are somewhat or very likely to get 
a flu shot, while 48% say they’ll take a 

first-generation COVID-19 vaccine.
How it works: Experts say that Black 
Americans’ vaccine reluctance is due 
largely to racism, both past and present.
• During the 1930s, hundreds of Black 
men were recruited into what became 
known as the Tuskegee Syphilis Exper-
iment, where doctors permitted the dis-
ease to progress without treatment.
• A 2016 study indicated that Black pa-
tients were routinely under-treated for 
pain compared to whites, in part because 
many white doctors believed in inaccu-
rate differences between races, including 
the erroneous idea that Black patients 
have less sensitive nerve endings.
• Just 5% of active physicians identify 
as Black, compared to more than 13% of 
the total U.S. population.
• “History absolutely plays a role as to 
why communities of color are hesitant 
to get the vaccine,” says Patrice Harris, 
the former head of the American Medi-
cal Association. “We need to earn their 
trust.”

 Context: Anti-vaxxers have also begun 
specifically targeting Black communities 
and Black Lives Matter events in an ef-
fort to spread misinformation about vac-
cine safety.
• “That predominantly white, privileged 
group of people has finally figured out 
that there is another group of people with 
real, legitimate grievances against public 
health and health care,” says Joe Smyser, 
the CEO of the Public Goods Project. 
“And they can exploit that for their own 
cause.”
The bottom line: Black Americans des-
perately need an effective coronavirus 
vaccine, but if the medical establish-
ment is going to close the gap in trust, it 

needs to engage to directly engage with 
the Black community before a vaccine is 
made available. (Courtesy axios.com)
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In the final stage of the election, the
candidates of both parties are putting on
their best shows for the voters.

President Trump has revealed just how
desperate his political future looks at this
moment.

In Johnstown, Pennsylvania, he begged
women voters and said, ”Suburban
women, will you please like me? I saved
your damned neighborhoods!”

The President knows he has a major
problem with suburban voters, especially
with women. In the 2016 election, he
won 2% over Hillary Clinton in women
voters living in the suburbs.

Two years later, in the 2018 midterm

election, Republicans lost to Democrats
capturing 45% of women voters in the
suburbs.

Trump has made it clear that if Biden
wins, he claimed, with little subtlety, that
roving gangs of Antifa supporters will
invade the U.S. suburban paradises. But
most women don’t buy that and say
their neighborhoods aren’t under any
particular threat.

In the White House, First Lady Melania
Trump detailed her experience battling
COVID-19 which she tested positive for
two weeks ago. She has now tested
negative for the virus. She said she had
body aches, cough, headaches and was
extremely tired. She chose a more
natural health route relying more on

vitamins and health food and did not
take a cocktail of medicines.

We are also very glad that both the
President and First Lady have already
tested negative. The election is only less
than three weeks away.

We still urge the Congress and the
White House to reach agreement and
approve the Stimulus Package which
millions of people are waiting on for
survival.
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A local government COVID-19 alert level sign in London, October 15. REU-
TERS/Hannah McKay

A person cycles past a COVID warning billboard in Manchester, Britain, October 15. REU-
TERS/Phil Noble

People wearing protective masks walk behind a COVID warning sign in Liverpool, Britain, 
October 15. REUTERS/Phil Noble
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A patients suffering from coronavirus is treated at CHIREC St Anne-St Remi Clinic in Brussels, October 6. 
REUTERS/Yves Herman

A chef works on a dish in the kitchen with a sign board depicting “Day 1” on the first day New 
York restaurants were allowed to restart indoor dining, in Manhattan.  REUTERS/Carlo Allegri  

Anti-eviction protesters scuffle with police to prevent eviction of a family from their 
home at Las Ramblas in Barcelona, Spain.  REUTERS/Nacho Doce

Passengers wearing protective face masks travel on a bus, as Italy adopts new restrictions 
aimed at curbing a surge in coronavirus infections, in Rome, October 15. REUTERS/Yara 
Nardi

Commuters travel on a Jubilee line tube train during the morning rush hour in London, October 15. REUTERS/
Hannah McKay
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President Donald Trump announced 
on Monday that the U.S. government 
will start distributing 150 million rapid 
COVID-19 tests to states this week in a 
bid to help governors safely reopen K-12 
schools and economies. Of the total, the 
administration is dedicating 100 million 
tests for schools and measures meant to 
help reopen economies. An additional 50 
million tests will target the most vulnera-
ble elderly population in nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities, as well as home 
health and hospice sites.
“This continues our critical effort to use 
testing to protect high risk communi-
ties,” Trump said.
The administration has already shipped 
2.1 million of the new tests to nursing 
homes and over 900,000 tests to assist-
ed living facilities, Adm. Brett Giroir, 
the administration’s lead on testing, said 
during the White House announcement. 
Long-term care facilities account for a 
sliver of the U.S. population but more 
than 40 percent of deaths from the CCP 
virus.

The new tests, once produced and de-
livered, will allow the United States to 
more than double the 111 million tests it 
has already performed to screen for the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) virus, 
commonly known as the novel corona-
virus. There are no restrictions on how 
the 100 million tests meant for schools 
and economies can be used, but the 
Trump administration will urge gover-
nors to prioritize for settings that need 
rapid, low-tech methods of testing, like 
schools, first responder facilities, and ar-
eas where outbreaks are detected, Giroir 
said. The administration plans to ship 6.5 
million tests from the school allotment 
this week.
“We just completed a briefing to the gov-

ernors and their state health officials 
from the Situation Room and we heard 
words like ‘gamechanger’ for their 
states,” Giroir told the president.

Adm. Brett Giroir, assistant secre-
tary of Health and Human Services, 
displays a swab  from the new fast 
result COVID-19 test during a event 
with President Donald Trump in the 
Rose Garden of the White House. 
(AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
The administration is focusing the test-
ing resources on schools in order to 
promote the physical, social, and emo-
tional development of children. The 
rapid tests, manufactured by Abbott 
Laboratories, would allow teachers, for 
example, to be tested on a regular basis. 
The tests could also be made available 
to parents concerned about a child who 
has symptoms or to schools for baseline 
surveillance, like testing a small group 
of students every week or every month 
to ensure the infection levels are low. 
The president announced the move at a 
time the United States is experiencing 
an elevated number of new COVID-19 
cases per day and, on average, per 
week. Some experts have suggested the 
nation may face a surge of infections as 
the weather gets colder in the fall and 
winter months ahead.
Trump’s announcement arrived one day 
prior to the first presidential debate and 
five weeks prior to the election in No-
vember. The campaign of former Vice 
President Joe Biden targeted the pres-
ident’s handling of the pandemic as its 
main line of attack. With the exception 
of a federal mask mandate, on which 
the Democrat presidential nominee has 
pulled back, Biden’s plan for handling 
the outbreak differs little from what the 
Trump administration has already put 
in motion.

The Trump administration previously or-
dered 150 million rapid tests from Abbot. 
The tests don’t require specialty equip-
ment to process, are about the size of a 
credit card, and deliver results in about 15 
minutes.
Broad access to testing is part of both 
federal and state reopening plans. After 
initial setbacks with a government-made 
test, several private sector companies de-
veloped a variety of testing solutions. The 
United States leads the world in the num-
ber tests performed. The nation is on track 
to soon have the capacity to run 3 million 
tests per day, on average, Giroir told Con-
gress last week. The United States is now 
averaging about 920,000 tests per day, Gi-
roir said at a press conference at the White 
House on Sept. 28.
The CCP virus has claimed the lives of 
more than 200,000 Americans since the 
beginning of the outbreak earlier this year.

Trump has for months urged state and lo-
cal leaders to open schools this fall. The 
president frequently speaks about the 
lockdowns and closed schools at cam-
paign rallies. He has on more than one oc-
casion suggested that the lockdowns are a 
political maneuver by the Democrats who 
seek to boost Biden’s election chances by 
smothering the economy.
“It’s a shame what’s going on,” Trump 
told a crowd of supporters in North Caro-
lina on Sept 8. “On November 4th, every 
one of those states will be open. They’re 
doing it for political reasons.”
Abbott’s test is an important advance be-
cause of its low cost and easy-to-use for-

mat. Until now, the vast majority of coro-
navirus tests had to be sent to high-grade 
medical laboratories for processing that 
typically took several days. Backlogs led 
to repeated delays in reporting results, 
especially during a summer spike in cas-
es.
But rapid, point-of-care tests like Ab-
bott’s have their own downsides. They 
are less accurate, and positive results 
often need to be confirmed with high-
er-grade lab tests. Additionally, because 
the tests are often performed outside the 
health care system, state officials have 
warned that many tests are going unre-
ported. That could lead to undercounts 
of new cases, skewing government data 
needed to track the virus.

“What we’re hearing from the states is 
that they don’t know where these tests 
are being done,” said Dr. Jeffrey Engel 
of the Council of State and Territorial 
Epidemiologists, in a recent interview. 
He warned that schools generally do not 
have the capacity or expertise to report 
mass testing results, which could artifi-
cially lower infection counts sent to state 
and federal officials.
The tests from Abbott are being made in 
two factories, one in Illinois and one in 
Maine. The company is in a ramping-up 
phase. One day after the FDA’s approval 
of the Abbott rapid test, the Trump ad-
ministration placed an order for 150 mil-
lion kits. The kits include a nasal swab 
Trump secured by invoking the Defense 
Production Act, Giroir said.
It will take the rest of the year to com-
pletely fill that order. After that, the 
administration will decide whether the 
government should purchase more or 
whether the free market can determine 
adequate distribution. (Courtesy ntd.com 
and The Associated Press.)
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U.S. To Ship 150 Million COVID-19
Virus Tests To Reopen Schools, Economies

President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence arrive to speak on 
Covid-19 testing in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, on Sept 
28, 2020. (Photo/AFP via Getty Images)
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