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U.S. readies vaccine rollout with deaths
rising by 3,000 per day

"

NEW YORK/INDIANAPOLIS (Reuters) -U.S. officials
prepared on Friday for the most ambitious vaccination
campaign in decades as regulators rapidly advanced
toward approving the first COVID-19 vaccine to slow a
pandemic now killing 3,000 Americans per day.

Another 2,902 U.S. deaths were reported on Thurs- day,
a day after a record 3,253 people died, a pace projected
to continue for the next two to three months even with a
rapid rollout of inoculations, which could start as soon as
Monday.

Moving with unprecedented speed, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) on Friday was on the cusp of
approving emergency use of the coronavirus vaccine de-
veloped by Pfizer Inc with its German partner BioNTech.

“The FDA informed Pfizer that they do intend to proceed
towards an authorization for their vaccine,” Health and
Human Services Secretary Alex Azar told ABC News on
Friday.

“We will work with Pfizer to get that shipped out so we
could be seeing people getting vaccinated Monday or
Tuesday,” Azar said.

Britain, Bahrain and Canada have already approved the
Pfizer vaccine, and the U.S. advisory panel is due to re-
view a second vaccine, from Moderna Inc, next week.
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Other vaccine candidates are in the works as the United States
gears up for a campaign evocative of the polio inoculations of
the 1950s and 1960s.

New York City will open a “Vaccine Command Center” across
the street from City Hall on Monday to coordinate distribution
throughout the city. Particular attention will be paid to the 27
hardest-hit neighborhoods largely populated by ethnic minori-
ties, Mayor Bill de Blasio said.

“This is unprecedented because it’s not just about logistics,
it’s about making sure we win public trust, it’s about ensuring
equity,” de Blasio told a news briefing on Friday, promising to
offer daily updates on the rollout.

New York state expects to receive 346,000 doses of the Mod-
erna vaccine the week of Dec. 21, on top of the 170,000 Pfizer
doses coming this weekend, Governor Andrew Cuomo told a
news conference.

But as hospitalizations rise in the state, Cuomo announced that
indoor dining in New York City, which resumed just over two
months ago, will cease beginning Monday.

VACCINE DRY-RUN

An Indiana hospital that is one of the first designated to admin-
ister the vaccine was to rehearse its vaccination procedures on
Friday, with pharmacists, nurses and doctors taking part.

The Indiana University Health will practice storing, transport-

A family carries a coffin

at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Cemetery, amid a
new surge of deaths due

to coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) in El Paso,
Texas, U.S. November

25, 2020. Picture taken
November 25, 2020. REU-
TERS/Ivan Pierre Aguirre

ing and giving the vaccine shot to
patients.

“We want to make sure that we are perfectly ready and open
with a bang,” said Kristen Kelley, director of infection preven-
tion at IU Health.

While most vaccines take years to develop, the Pfizer vaccine
arrives less than a year after the illness was traced to a market
in Wuhan, China, in December of last year.

Chinese officials shared the genetic sequence of the novel
coronavirus with the World Health Organization on

Jan. 12, triggering the international race toward a
vaccine.

A U.S. rollout faces significant logistical challenges to meet
President-elect Joe Biden’s goal of inoculating 100 million
people within 100 days of his inauguration on Jan. 20.

But any American who wants a vaccine should be able to get
one by May or June, Assistant U.S. Health Secretary Brett
Giroir told Fox News on Friday.

States will determine who gets the vaccine first and were likely
to focus on healthcare workers and people in long-term care fa-
cilities, followed by the elderly, people with chronic conditions
and first responders, Giroir said.

There is cause for concern about Americans’ skepticism of vac-
cines, with only 61% saying they are open to getting vaccinat-
ed, according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll.
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Texas Welcomes New

Tesla’ s Elon Musk decided to move his
company to Texas and build a huge
factory near Austin. His aerospace firm
SpaceX’ s Starship development has
also moved to south Texas. Apple Inc.
also has built a modern factory in Austin,
Texas, to start the assembly line to
make Apple iPhones. Hewlett—Packard
also has just moved their headquarters
to Spring, Texas. Nearby Houston, the
world’ s leading financial service
company — Charles Schwab, has also
set up their headquarters from San
Francisco to Plano, Texas, where the
Toyota Motor North America

Business

headquarters is also located.

Why do so many Fortune 500
companies like to move to Texas? The
reason is very simple: Texas is a very
large state with very cheap real estate
prices. People can buy a lakeside villa in
Texas with one-third the price they
would have to pay in California.
Plus, Texas doesn’ t have state income
taxes or strong labor unions.

L.
This is very important for any business
that is trying to expand into the future.

As one Texan said,
Texas, but | got here as fast as | could.”

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Chairman of International District Houston Texas

“I'wasn’ tbornin
opportunity

that many are looking for.
While the pandemic is still attacking our

nation, Texas may be that huge

Stay Home!

Hackers Access Documents Related
To Authorized COVID-19 Vaccines

Illustration/Sarah Tew/CNET

KEY POINTS
Attackers were able to target the European Medicines Agency, which
regulates vaccines, including Pfizer and BioNTech’s COVID-19 treatments

“Big game hunting” (BGH) has escalated, and ransom demands have
soared into the millions, causing unparalleled disruption

Cybercriminals are weaponizing sensitive data to increase
and maximize pressure on ransomware victims

The “eCrime ecosystem” is evolving, increasing in
specialization, tailor-making their actions to the victim

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Hackers were able to get documents related
to approved COVID-19 vaccines after they hit
the European Medicines Agency with a cyber-
attack. The attackers “unlawfully accessed”
regulatory documents related to the coronavi-
rus vaccine candidate put forward by biotech
firm BioNTech and partner pharmaceutical
company Pfizer, BioNTech said in a statement
Wednesday.

The European Medicines Agency, which is re-
sponsible for reviewing vaccine effectiveness,
confirmed the hack in its own statement but
declined to provide additional details during
an ongoing investigation. The agency said the
hack won’t affect its timeline for release of the
vaccine.

BioNTech said that its own servers weren’t af-

fected and that it’s unaware of a theft of
any personal data belonging to its 43,500
test subjects being.

It’s unclear who was behind the cyberat-
tack, but hackers from countries includ-
ing China, Russia and North Korea have
targeted pharmaceutical firms that are
developing COVID-19 vaccines.

The United Kingdom began its mass vac-
cination program on Tuesday, becoming
the first country to start delivering the
vaccine on a wide scale. The program,
expected to reach 4 million people by the
end of December, is using BioNTech and
Pfizer’s vaccine, which showed a 95%
effectiveness rate during its clinical tri-
als.
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BioNTech didn’t respond to a request
for comment on what details about the
vaccine the hackers were able to access.
Hackers have also targeted how the
vaccine will be rolled out -- posing as
cold storage supply chain companies
and aiming at distributors who will be
providing the vaccines to millions of
people.

The UK’s National Cyber Security
Centre said that it is supporting vaccine
research and helping its defense against
hackers. It’s still
breach, the agency said in a statement.

investigating the

“We are working with international
partners to understand the impact of this
incident affecting the EU’s medicine
regulator, but there is currently no evi-
dence to suggest that the UK’s medicine
regulator has been affected,” the agency
said. (Courtesy /www.cnet.com)
Related

Hackers Are Going After

COVID-19 Vaccine’s Rollout
The cyberattacks are targeting dis-
tributors who will be distributing and
storing vaccines for the coronavirus
pandemic

Hackers aren’t just looking to steal
information on the vaccines for
COVID-19 -- they’re also going after
its distribution and suppliers, security
researchers warned in a report released
on Thursday. Researchers from IBM’s
X-Force team detailed a global hacking
campaign targeting government agen-
cies, tech companies and energy sup-
pliers in countries like Germany, Italy,
South Korea and Taiwan.

The companies and government agen-
cies are all connected to the Cold
Chain Equipment Optimization Plat-
form (CCEOP), a partnership between
UNICEEF, Gavi the Vaccine Alliance and
other organizations to help with vaccine

distributions.

One hacking campaign posed as a cold stor-
age container company. Pfizer’s vaccine needs
to be stored at extremely low temperatures.
The attacks came as emails pretending to be
from Haier Biomedical, a Chinese company that
says it’s the world’s only complete cold chain
provider. The cold chain is a crucial part of the
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout as it needs to
be stored at a temperature of -70 degrees Celsius
(-94 degrees Fahrenheit).

Haier Biomedical is working CCEOP, the World
Health Organization and the United Nations to
help with the COVID-19 vaccine’s rollout, and
the hackers sent emails to targets asking for
price quotes, IBM’s researchers said. The emails
contained a malicious attachment that would ask
people to enter their passwords to view the files,
which the hackers would steal. It’s unclear if any
of the attacks were successful, but the purpose
was likely to gather information for future at-
tempts, IBM’s researchers said.

“Moving laterally through networks and remain-
ing there in stealth would allow them to conduct
cyber espionage and collect additional confiden-
tial information from the victim environments
for future operations,” Claire Zaboeva, a cyber
threat analyst at IBM’s X-Force and co-author

of the report, said.

The hacking targets included the European
Commission’s Directorate-General for Taxation
and Customs Union, who would be in direct
contact with several countries and could open
pathways for more targeted attacks. The hack-
ers also sent malware-laced emails to companies
making solar panels, which provide power for

cold storage containers in countries with-
out access to electricity, and IT companies
in South Korea and Germany who support
pharmaceutical manufacturers.

“A breach within any part of this global alli-
ance could result in the exposure of numer-
ous partner computing environments world-
wide,” IBM’s researchers said.

The report didn’t indicate who was behind
this hacking campaign, but suggested that
it’s likely a nation-state behind it because of
how sophisticated the targeting is. In recent
months, countries like China, Russia and
North Korea have launched cyberattacks
against pharmaceutical companies develop-
ing COVID-19 vaccines.

IBM Warns Hackers Targeting
COVID-19 Vaccine Operations

In a blog post released Thursday, IBM said
it had uncovered a phishing plot targeting
“organizations associated with a COVID-19
cold chain,” referring to the chain of people
and businesses responsible for storing the
vaccine at the necessary cold temperatures.
The U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency shared the report Thursday
along with a warning to anyone involved in

operations related to the vaccine.

“The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency (CISA) encourages Operation
Warp Speed (OWS) organizations and or-
ganizations involved in vaccine storage and
transport to review the IBM X-Force report,”
its post read.

On Wednesday, the Wall Street Journal re-
ported that North Korean hackers have tar-
geted at least six pharmaceutical companies
on the US, UK and South Korea that have
been working on COVID-19 vaccines. The
US’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency released a statement on the
hacking campaign, urging companies in-
volved with COVID-19 vaccines to review
IBM’s report. (Courtesy www.cnet.com/)
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Hondurans take part in a new caravan of migrants, set to head to the United . . .
States, in Quizimistan, Honduras. REUTERS/Jose Cabezas Wesley Wheeler, President of Global Healthcare at United Parcel Service (UPS) holds up an example of the

Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine vial during a Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Subcommittee hearing on
the logistics of transporting a coronavirus vaccine on Capitol Hill, in Washington, D.C. Samuel Corum/Pool via
REUTERS

A child wears a protective face mask depicting U.S. President Donald Trump at the 2020 an- .. . Lo .. . . .
nual National Chanukah Menorah Lighting to mark the First Night of Chanukah near the White Activists take part in a demonstration in favour of legalising abortion, outside the National

House in Washington. REUTERS/Erin Scott Congress in Buenos Aires, Argentina. REUTERS/Martin Villar

& |
Racing pigeons are released from cages on the back of a truck for a 1000 km race in Lang- Owner and founder of YogaSpark Lauren Porat practices hot yoga in her home inside the Spark-
fang, Hebei province, China. REUTERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins Dome, an inflatable home hot yoga studio, in Larchmont, New York. REUTERS/Rebecca Fudala

N Lyl -

Presidents Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan attend a military parade to mark Fireﬁghter s carry a body on a stretck}er at the site of a blaze in an abandoned ware-
the victory on Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, in Baku, Azerbaijan. Turkish Presidential Press Office/via house in a suburb of Barcelona, Spain. REUTERS/Albert Gea
REUTERS
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FTC And States Sue Facebook
For Illegally Stifling Competition

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg appearing before the U.S. Congress

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

State and federal antitrust enforcers ac-
cused Facebook of illegally hurting com-
petition by buying smaller rivals and en-
gaging in other harmful behavior in a pair
of antitrust lawsuits Wednesday.

Why it matters: With Google already
facing an antitrust lawsuit from the Justice
Department and state attorneys general,
the Facebook case is another major test of
the government’s power to police internet
giants.

Details: The Federal Trade Commission
and 48 state and territorial attorneys gen-
eral, in parallel lawsuits filed in federal
court, both say Facebook has maintained
an illegal monopoly shored up in particu-
lar by the 2012 purchase of Instagram and
the 2014 acquisition of WhatsApp.

The FTC says Facebook has limited
competitors’ access to code that would let
them link their services to Facebook-run
platforms.

» The agency is asking the court to make
Facebook unwind the Instagram and
WhatsApp acquisitions, among other, less
drastic remedies.

* The vote at the five-member commission
to proceed with the lawsuit was 3-2, with
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Chairman Joe Simons, a Republican,
siding with agency Democrats in favor
and the other GOP commissioners op-
posing.

The state coalition says Facebook’s
actions stifling competition have denied
Americans access to alternative social
networks that would better protect their
privacy.

» “While consumers have been spend-
ing time keeping in touch on Facebook,
Facebook has been spending time sur-
veilling users personal information and
profiting from it,” New York AG Letitia
James told reporters on a video confer-
ence Wednesday.

* The AGs want the court to block Face-
book from engaging in anti-competitive
conduct and ask that it force the compa-
ny to tell states in advance before em-
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barking on any acquisitions worth $10
million or more. They also suggest the
court go so far as to demand Facebook
divest past acquisitions or other lines of
business.

Catch up quick: Past acquisitions that
helped turn Facebook into the juggernaut
it is today have come under intense scru-
tiny, and Congressional antitrust leaders
grilled Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
on them this summer.

* The FTC has been studying past tech
mergers to see if they need to be re-eval-
uated in light of how the industry has
evolved, and Chairman Joe Simons has
said he wouldn’t rule out unwinding past
mergers.

What they’re saying: Facebook has ar-
gued consumers benefitted from those
mergers, and that neither Instagram nor
WhatsApp would be what it is today
without Facebook at the helm.

* “The most important fact in this case,
which the Commission does not mention
in its 53-page complaint, is that it cleared
these acquisitions years ago,” Facebook
general counsel Jennifer Newstead said
in a statement. “The government now
wants a do-over, sending a chilling warn-
ing to American business that no sale is
ever final.”

The blg picture: The flurry of antitrust
activity in the online sector that began in
2019 is coming to fruition, but the cases
will take time to go through court.

* James announced the multi-state Face-
book antitrust investigation that resulted
in Wednesday’s suit last year, shortly
after Facebook revealed it was facing a
separate FTC antitrust investigation.

* Eleven Republican state AGs joined
the DOJ’s lawsuit against Google in Oc-
tober, while a separate state investigation
of the search giant is expected to wrap
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up soon.
What’s next: Facebook will have to de-
cide whether to ask that the suits be dis-
missed or to dig in for a lengthy court
battle. With Joe Biden taking office next
month, the FTC’s case will ultimately be
seen through by an agency with a differ-
ent lineup of commissioners and a new
chairperson. (Courtesy axios.com)
Related

Facebook Accused of Break-
1ng Antitrust Laws

‘When he spoke to the House judiciary
subcommittee in July, the Facebook
chief executive, Mark Zuckerberg,
said his company had not squashed
competition. (Pool photo by Graeme
Jennings)

WASHINGTON — The Federal Trade
Commission and more than 40 states ac-
cused Facebook on Wednesday of buy-
ing up its rivals to illegally squash com-
petition, and they called for the deals to
be unwound, escalating regulators’ battle
against the biggest tech companies in a
way that could remake the social media
industry.

Federal and state regulators of both par-
ties, who have investigated the compa-
ny for over 18 months, said in separate
lawsuits that Facebook’s purchases, es-
pecially Instagram for $1 billion in 2012
and WhatsApp for $19 billion two years
later, eliminated competition that could
have one day challenged the company’s
dominance.

Since those deals, Instagram and
WhatsApp have skyrocketed in popular-
ity, giving Facebook control over three
of the world’s most popular social media
and messaging apps. The applications
have helped catapult Facebook from a
company started in a college dorm room
16 years ago to an internet powerhouse
valued at more than $800 billion.
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Mark Zuckerberg

The lawsuits, filed in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia, un-
derscore the growing bipartisan and in-
ternational tsunami against Big Tech.
Lawmakers and regulators have zeroed
in on the grip that Facebook, Google,
Amazon and Apple maintain on com-
merce, electronics, social networking,
search and online advertising, remaking
the nation’s economy.

President Trump has argued repeated-
ly that the tech giants have too much
power and influence, and allies of Presi-
dent-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr. make sim-
ilar complaints. The federal case against
Facebook is widely expected to continue
under Mr. Biden’s administration. (Cour-
tesy msn.com)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.

Your donation can
help impact lives.
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