Share Your
News Now

If you would like to share news or
information with our readers, please
send the unique stories, business

Southervv

DAILY

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily

news organization events, and school
news to us includinig your name and
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-

ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com

or contact
John Robbins 281-965-6390
Jun Gai 281-498-4310

Publisher: Wea H. Lee
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins

Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com

Pandemic Cancels Texas
African Business Summit

GLERAL NOTES

FIART 6 i'-“ ey

Inside C2

Sunday, January 03 2021|

U.S. Senator Cruz leads Republican
drive to object to Biden’s victory

WASHINGTON (Reuters) -U.S.
Senator Ted Cruz on Saturday said

he will spearhead a drive by near-

ly a dozen Republican senators to
challenge President-elect Joe Biden’s
victory when Electoral College results
are tallied in Congress on Jan. 6 — a
largely symbolic move that has little
chance of preventing Biden from
taking office.

Cruz’s effort is in defiance of Senate
Republican leaders, who have argued
that the Senate’s role in certifying the
election is largely ceremonial and had
been looking to avoid an extended
debate on the floor about the outcome.

In a statement, Cruz, the U.S. senator
from Texas, and the other 10 senators
said they intend to vote to reject
electors from swing states that have
been at the center of President Donald
Trump’s unproven assertions of elec-
tion fraud. They said Congress should
immediately appoint a commission to
conduct an emergency 10-day audit of
election results in those states.

“Once completed, individual states
would evaluate the commission’s
findings and could convene a special

legislative session to certify a change in
their vote, if needed,” they said.

Biden’s transition team did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment.
He is set to be sworn into office on Jan.
20.

The effort by Cruz and other Republi-
cans comes days after U.S. Senator Josh
Hawley of Missouri became the first
sitting member of the Senate to announce
he would challenge the election result. A
number of Republicans in the U.S. House
of Representatives also plan on contest-
ing the vote tally.

Cruz was joined in the statement by
Senators Ron Johnson, James Lankford,
Steve Daines, John Kennedy, Marsha
Blackburn, Mike Braun, along with
Senators-elect Cynthia Lummis, Tommy
Tuberville, Bill Hagerty, and Roger Mar-
shall, all of whom will be sworn in as
senators on Sunday in the new Congress.

Trump has been encouraging Republi-
cans to prevent Biden from taking office,
although there is no viable mechanism
for them to do so.

Several Republicans senators have said

they do not support any effort to derail
the certification of the Electoral College
vote.

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, the
Senate’s top Republican, acknowledged
Biden’s victory on Dec. 15 and has urged
other Senate Republicans to refrain from
objecting on Jan. 6.

In Cruz’s statement, the senators said
they did not necessarily expect their
gambit to succeed.

“We are not naive. We fully expect most
if not all Democrats, and perhaps more
than a few Republicans, to vote other-
wise,” they said.

Tesla 2020 deliveries beat estimates,
but fall just short of Musk’s target

(Reuters) - Tesla Inc on Saturday report- Tesla’s share price has risen more than

ed better-than-expected 2020 vehicle
deliveries, driven by a steady rise in
electric vehicle adoption, but narrow-

ly missed its ambitious full-year goal
during a punishing year for the global
auto industry.

The company delivered 499,550 vehicles
during 2020, above Wall Street estimates
of 481,261 vehicles, according to Refini-
tiv data - but 450 units shy of CEO Elon
Musk’s target.

Musk tweeted here he was "proud of
the Tesla team for achieving this major
milestone."

“At the start of Tesla, I thought we had
(optimistically) a 10% chance of surviv-
ing at all,” he said

On Twitter, congratulations from sup-
porters and bullish investors poured in,
lauding the electric vehicle maker for
its stellar year, which has defied wider
auto industry trends of slumping sales,
quarterly losses and global supply chain
disruptions.

700% over the last year, the company
has reported five consecutive quarterly
profits and in December it was included
in the S&P 500 index.

But some online investor accounts criti-
cized Tesla for saying it had achieved its
guidance.

Tesla at the start of 2020 said it would
“comfortably exceed 500,000 units” for
the year, a target it has left unchanged
despite the pandemic. Chief Financial
Officer Zachary Kirkhorn in October
said Tesla was “aiming to achieve (its)
original 2020 guidance.”

Tesla has pinned hopes on new markets
such as Europe and Asia, with compe-
tition intensifying in its home turf as
legacy automakers double down on their
investments in the booming EV space.

Tesla's delivery push has been sup-
ported by its new Shanghai factory, the
only plant currently producing vehicles
outside California. The carmaker said
here Model Y production in Shanghai has
begun, with deliveries expected shortly.
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page in our human history.

We are also very surprised that Presi—
dent Trump still refuses to admit his loss
in the presidential race. According to a
reliable source, there are one hundred
twenty congressmen and a few senators

States.
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who will vote in the U.S. Senate on Jan-
uary 6, 2021, against the Electoral Col-
lege results announcing that Joe Biden
will be the next president of the United

In the last several years, the world has
been full of uncertainty. America has
withdrawn from many international orga—
nizations. Unfortunately, the coronavirus
pandemic is still attacking our land. Do
politicians really care about how many
people are still losing their lives?

We all hope the new year will open with

Wealee@scdaily.com

i &9
new leadership to regain our national
soul and dignity. We want the new ad-
ministration to return to multinational or-

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Welcome Year Of 2021

Finally, the year of 2020 is over. It has
been a year of misery and great sad-
ness. Because of the coronavirus, the
whole world is in chaos. Many people
have suffered and every one in a thou-
sand citizens have lost their lives. Every
one in sixteen people have been con-
firmed with COVID-19. It is the darkest

ganizations and lead the world in the fu-
ture again.

Stay Home!

BUSINESS -

First U.S. Case Of Mutated COVID-19

Strain From U.K. Emerges In Colorado

(PhotoGraphic/Peter Zelei Images/Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The new mutated strain of COVID-19
that was recently discovered in the United
Kingdom was found in a Colorado resi-
dent with no travel history, officials con-
firmed Tuesday.

“Today we discovered Colorado’s first
case of the COVID-19 variant B.1.1.7,
the same variant discovered in the UK,”
tweeted Democratic Colorado Gov. Jared
Polis on Tuesday evening. “The health and
safety of Coloradans is our top priority and
we will monitor this case, as well as all
COVID-19 indicators, very closely.”
Colorado State Laboratory notified the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) af-
ter confirming the case, according to the
governor’s press release, which further
explained that the individual is a male in
his 20s with no travel history. He is in iso-
lation in Elbert County and will remain so
until public health officials clear him.
“There is a lot we don’t know about this
new COVID-19 variant, but scientists
in the United Kingdom are warning the
world that it is significantly more conta-
gious. The health and safety of Coloradans
is our top priority and we will closely
monitor this case, as well as all COVID-19
indicators, very closely.

We are working to prevent spread and
contain the virus at all levels,” Polis said.
“I want to thank our scientists and dedi-
cated medical professionals for their swift
work and ask Coloradans to continue our

efforts to prevent disease transmission
by wearing masks, standing six feet
apart when gathering with others, and
only interacting with members of their
immediate household.”

FROM THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR JARED POLIS

Gov. Polis and State Public Health Officials Announce First Case
of COVID-19 Variant B.1.1.7 in Colorado

Today, Gov. Polis and state health officials announced Colorado’s first
case of the of COVID-19 variant B.1.1.7, the same variant discovered in
the UK.

The Colorado State Laboratory confirmed and notified the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) of the case. The individual is a male in his 20s
who is currently in isolation in Elbert County and has no travel history.

Public health officials are doing a thorough investigation. The individual
i recovering in isolation and will remain there until cleared by public
health officials. The individual has no close contacts identified so far,
but public health officials are working to identify other potential cases

and contacts through thorough contact tracing interviews.

“There is a lot we don’t know about this new COVID-19 variant, but
scientists in the United Kingdom are warning the world that it is
significantly more contagious. The health and safety of Coloradans is our
top priority and we will closely monitor this case, as well as all COVID-19
indicators, very closely. We are working to prevent spread and contain
the virus at all levels,” said Governor Jared Polis. “I want to thank our
scientists and dedicated medical professionals for their swift work and
ask Coloradans to continue our efforts to prevent disease transmission
by wearing masks, standing six feet apart when gathering with others,
and only interacting with members of their immediate household.”

COLORADO.GOV/GOVERNOR

The new mutation is potentially more
contagious and has led to 40 countries
restricting travel from the UK., ac-
cording to CNN. The weekend before
Christmas, British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson instituted an emergency
lockdown on London and southeastern
England.

“The fact that Colorado has detected
this variant first in the nation is a testa-
ment to the sophistication of Colorado’s
response and the talent of CDPHE s sci-

entist and lab operations,” said Jill Hun-
saker Ryan, who is the executive director
of the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment. “We are cur-
rently using all the tools available to pro-
tect public health and mitigate the spread
of this variant.”

Dr. Anthony Fauci said a week ago that
the mutant variant was likely already in
the U.S. but added that the two vaccines
now being distributed across the country
should still be effective.

The first Canadian cases of the new
strain emerged last week. Like the man
in Colorado, the Ontario couple who
tested positive also had no known travel
history. As The Daily Wire reported:
Health officials in Ontario, Canada, re-
ported that two cases of the new strain
of COVID-19 sweeping the United King-
dom have appeared in the province.

The cases were identified in a couple
in southern Ontario who had no known
travel history, according to Reuters.
They also had no known exposure to the
virus or other high-risk contact.

“This further reinforces the need for On-
tarians to stay home as much as possible
and continue to follow all public health
advice, including the provincewide shut-
down measures beginning today,” said
Dr. Barbara Yaffe, Ontario’s associate
chief medical officer. (Courtesy https://
www.dailywire.com/)

Related

Little Is Known About The COVID
Variant In The UK — Except That

It Continues To Spread
The new, highly mutated SARS-CoV-2
strain circulating in the United King-
dom is likely already sowing COVID-19
around the world, scientists say, fueling
worries about recent surges that have

swamped hospitals and whether it can
thwart currently authorized vaccines.
The fact that the variant has developed
23 mutations in a matter of months is
also reason for concern, top US experts
say.

The variant, called B.1.1.7, has caused
upwards of 50% of COVID-19 cas-
es from Oct 5 and Dec 13 in the UK,
mostly in people younger than 60 years,
according to a Dec 21 World Health Or-
ganization report. An observed increase
in the virus reproduction number (RO),
the number of people that one infected
person can infect—from 1.1 to 1.5—
suggests that it is much more contagious
than the previous “wild type” strain, the
brief said. With ongoing international
travel between the UK and the United
States, the mutated strain could already
be circulating in the United States unde-
tected, because less than a half percent of
US virus genomes have been sequenced,
but its presence hasn’t been confirmed,
according to a US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) brief this
past week.

While many countries have closed them-
selves off to UK travelers, if the rapid
spread of the new SARS-CoV-2 strain
is being driven by its mutations and not
simply epidemiologic factors, it will in-
evitably permeate borders, said Kristian
Andersen, PhD, a professor in the De-
partment of Immunology and Microbiol-
ogy at Scripps Research Institute in La
Jolla, California. “We should not think
that [a border closure] is going to prevent
it from coming here,” he said. “We can’t
prevent it. It will come here, and it will
start spreading locally.”

Will new vaccines be effective against
it?

The new strain has prompted questions
about whether current COVID-19 vac-
cines can fend it off. But as manufac-
turers rush to test their vaccines, Jesse
Bloom, PhD, MPhil, associate professor
at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center in Seattle, said that they are likely
to have efficacy against the new variant.
While human coronavirus can gradual-
ly evolve to escape antibody-based im-
munity, and the UK variant may signify
the start of this process, “this evolution
happens over many years, and so should
not cause immediate concern about the
effectiveness of vaccines,” he said.
Bloom said that scientists need to keep
tabs on SARS-CoV-2 mutations to see if
they are gradually evading antibody im-
munity, at which time it should be easy to
update current vaccines. This is particu-
larly true for mRNA-based formulations
like the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna
vaccines, in which it is relatively simple
to change the spike protein sequence.
These are the only two COVID vaccines
approved by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration.

“But based on the time course of viral
antigenic evolution ... this is only going
to be a problem over a many-year time-
frame, which gives us as scientists plen-
ty of time to respond,” he said. “No one
needs to worry that just a few mutations
like the ones in the UK strain will make
vaccines completely ineffective.”
However, despite the likelihood of vac-
cine effectiveness against the new strain,
Andersen said that, in addition to testing
their vaccines, manufacturers need to
prepare to revise, produce, and distrib-
ute any updated versions. “We shouldn’t
wait around to prove it before we act on
it,” he said. “We can’t afford to be wrong
about this.” (Courtesy https://www.ci-
drap.umn.edu/)
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Jupiter and Saturn appear close together alongside the Statue of Liberty in
New York City, December 21, 2020, as the solar system’s two biggest plan-
ets appeared to meet in a celestial alignment that astronomers call the “Great
Conjunction.” REUTERS/Bjoern Kils/New York Media Boat

A rocket is launched by Palestinian militant groups into the Mediterranean Sea off the Gaza Strip at the start of
their first-ever joint exercise, in Gaza City December 29, 2020. REUTERS/Mohammed Salem

The Duomo Cathedral is seen during a snowfall in Mllan, Italy December 28, 2020. REUTERS/

Flavio Lo Scalzo The family of mother and son Sonya and Frank Anthony Gregorio, who were shot and killed by

an off-duty police officer, mourn over their caskets at their funeral in Paniqui, Tarlac province,
Philippines, December 27, 2020. REUTERS/Eloisa Lopez

5T 1 T8 E Scott Fujii, 34, is given a 24-hour rapid coronavirus test by nurse Caren Williams at Tom
A woman brings donated food to lorry drivers near parked lorries on the outskirts of Ash- Bradley international terminal at LAX airport so he can travel to Hawaii to see family in
ford, Britain, December 25, 2020. Many countries, including the rest of Europe, closed their Los Angeles, California, November 23. REUTERS/Lucy Nicholson

borders to Britain after the discovery of an infectious new coronavirus strain. REUTERS/

Investlgators Work near the site of a motor home explosion on 2nd Avenue in Nashville, Tennessee, Refrigerated trailers store bodies of the deceased at a temporary morgue, during the
December 26, 2020. The bombing rocked downtown Nashville on Christmas morning, with no concrete ~ COVID-19 pandemic in Brooklyn, New York City, November 23. REUTERS/Bren-
clues yet emerging as to why 63-year-old suspect Anthony Q. Warner carried out his suicide mission, dan McDermid

which damaged more than 40 businesses. REUTERS/Harrison McClary
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French Fashion Giant Pierre
Cardin Dies At Age Of 98

The legendary designer Pierre Cardin, whose futuristic and stylish designs
helped revolutionize fashion in the 1950s and 60s, has died at the age of 98.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The French fashion giant, whose career
spanned more than 70 years, helped ush-
er in the post-war “golden age” of couture
with his modern style. He broke ground
by bringing designer styles to the masses
with some of the first ready-to-wear col-
lections. A business pioneer, he also li-
censed his name for a wide range of prod-
ucts.

He died in hospital in Neuilly, near Paris,
his family told the AFP news agency.

“It is a day of great sadness for all our
family. Pierre Cardin is no more,” they
said in a statement. “We are all proud of
his tenacious ambition and the daring he
has shown throughout his life.”

ter the news was announced, his offi-
cial Instagram account posted one of his
quotes: “I have always worked in my own
style, which is different from all others. It
was always my intention to be different,
because that is the only way to last.”

=

e started his careef in Paris after
World War Two, and by the 1960s
had become one of the leading names
in European fashion.

The fashion world paid tribute, with fel-
low French designer Jean-Paul Gaultier
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thanking him for “opening the doors to
fashion and for making my dream pos-
sible”.

Elle magazine editor-in-chief and Proj-
ect Runway judge Nina Garcia said
Cardin’s designs showed “how fashion
has the power to design the future”. She
wrote: “His curiosity, his vision and his
love for the art of fashion helped shape
the dreams of many women during the
second half of the 20th Century.

“Even today his designs are truly mod-
ern, with silhouettes and fabrics that have
inspired many contemporary designers.”
Benetton artistic director Jean-Charles
de Castelbajac said Cardin was an “a
very extraordinary man” who did not
set borders between fashion, design or
architecture. He told AFP that “his inspi-
ration boosted my imagination”, and that
for Cardin, the marketing and promotion
of his art “was as important as the art it-
self”.

L
Fashion designer Pierre Cardin was a
supreme innovator - for 70 years, he
ripped up convention and captured
the zeitgeist. His thirst for the new and
surprising was never satisfied.

He will be remembered for his futuris-
tic designs - some were inspired by the
space age, some were even impossible
to wear. He carved his own way through
the fashion industry. Parisian haute cou-
ture had always been exclusive - its high
priests believed it should be high-end,
individually tailored and eye-wateringly
expensive. Cardin broke the mould. He
launched “ready-to-wear” collections,
bringing high fashion to the middle
classes. His designer peers were aghast,
and threw him out of their club.

In the 1950s, men wore traditional suits
which made the young look like their
fathers. Cardin threw out the boxy jack-
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ets and stiff white shirts, creating a rev-
olutionary look for a new, progressive
generation. Gone were the bulky details;
collars, lapels, tails and cuffs. Trousers
were tapered and hung loosely on the
hips.

The Beatles wearing Pierre Cardin
suits. The radical tailoring, without
no lapels and buttons done up to the
top, helped a radical new generation
differentiate itself

In an instant, young men had their own
identity; smart, sleek and nothing like
their dads. The Beatles, amongst others,
were quick to recognize Cardin as “one
step ahead of tomorrow”.

He expanded into ladies’ couture, restau-
rants, perfume and furniture. He estab-
lished global licensing agreements that
put his name on everything from ball-
point pens to fancy watches. It brought
fashion down from Olympus and gave
it to the masses. By 2018, the man who
had once been the youngest designer in
Paris had become the oldest. But even
in his 90s Pierre Cardin was still putting
models on catwalks, seeking new ways
to capture the future before it exists.

His Space Age range captured a futur-
istic outlook at the end of the 1960s,
and included clothes made from foil
and vinyl.

Photographer and former model Nigel
Barker tweeted: “We have lost a legend...
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Fashion Designer Pierre Cardin who rev-
olutionized the industry with his futuris-
tic designs and think outside of the box
business approach has
Cardin was born in Italy in 1922 but
moved to France as a child. He began his
fashion career in Paris working for firms
including Christian Dior, for whom he
helped create the New Look collection
in 1947.
He set up his own fashion company in
1950 and made his name with vision-
ary designs like the iconic bubble dress
in 1954 and his Space Age collection
in 1964. At the end of the 1950s, he
launched his first ready-to-wear collec-
tion for the Printemps department store.
While pop stars and actors like the Beat-
les and Lauren Bacall were seen wearing
Cardin, his cutting-edge designs were
also within reach of ordinary customers.
With a savvy business sense, he also
came to recognise the appeal of the name
on the label, and allowed his to be used
on goods ranging from sunglasses to per-
fume, pens and food. However, to some,
that expansion diluted the appeal of his
core business.

He also became the first designer to
hold a fashion show in Red Square in
Moscow in 1991, drawing a crowd of
200,000.

Justine Picardie, contributing editor of
Harper’s Bazaar magazine, told BBC
Radio 4’s The World At One: “He be-
came synonymous with those global
licensing deals - anything from ties and
pens to cars.

“He was also synonymous with the pop-
ularisation and democratisation of fash-
ion, and with this idea of the space age.”
Cardin also set his sights on a new glo-
balised world market, presenting a col-
lection in Communist China in 1979, and
Moscow’s Red Square in 1991. (Courte-
sy bbc.com)
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