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information with our readers, please
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news to us includinig your name and
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.
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Biden signs $1.9 trillion stimulus bill into
law on U.S. lockdown anniversary

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President
Joe Biden signed his $1.9 trillion stim-
ulus bill into law on Thursday, com-
memorating the one-year anniversary
of a U.S. lockdown over the coronavi-
rus pandemic with a measure designed
to bring relief to Americans and boost
the economy.

The Democratic-led U.S. House of
Representatives gave final congres-
sional approval to the measure on
Wednesday, handing the Democratic
president a major victory in the early
months of his term.

“This historic legislation is about
rebuilding the backbone of this coun-
try,”” Biden said before signing.

Biden signed the measure before a
prime-time speech he plans later on
Thursday to herald the anniversary of
the lockdown, urge vigilance as the
pandemic rages, and offer hope amid a
growing number of vaccinated people
across the country.

Biden’s signing of the legislation,
called the American Rescue Plan, had
initially been scheduled for Friday, but
White House chief of staff Ron Klain
said it was moved up after it arrived at
the White House on Wednesday night.

“We want to move as fast as possible,”
Klain posted on Twitter. A celebration

with congressional leaders would still

take place on Friday, he said.

The package provides $400 billion
for $1,400 direct payments to most
Americans, $350 billion in aid to state
and local governments, an expansion
of the child tax credit and increased
funding for COVID-19 vaccine distri-
bution.

Direct deposits from U.S. COVID
bill to come as early as this weekend,
White House says

Biden, who campaigned on a promise
to curb the pandemic more effectively
than his Republican predecessor Don-
ald Trump, has told Americans since
his January inauguration that more
deaths and pain were coming from
COVID-109.

With the vaccinated population slowly
increasing, Biden is conveying fresh
hope even as he urges people to con-
tinue to be cautious to prevent further

h S

flare-ups.

Biden and top aides are
planning a nationwide
tour to sell Americans
on the benefits of the
pandemic relief bill,
including Pennsylvania
next Tuesday and Atlan-
ta on March 19.
Roughly 530,000
people have died from
COVID-19 in the United
States, and about 10%
of Americans have been
fully vaccinated.

Biden said on Wednes-

day he would use his 8

p.m. EST (0100 GMT)
address to discuss “what
we’ve been through as

a nation this past year”

and lay out the next

phase of the govern-

ment’s COVID-19 response.

The president is expected to warn
Americans who, like people
worldwide, are weary of pan-
demic restrictions, not to revert
to normal behavior prematurely.

R——

Biden has urged continued mas 1n 1ts early sta
wearing, social distancing and
good hygiene, and he has dis-
couraged cities and states from
loosening their guidelines on
large gatherings even as more
localities relax restrictions.

development.

ges and eschewed
mask wearing, while repeatedly
predicting the virus would soon
disappear even as his administra-
tion pushed to speed up vaccine

o —

their spouses.

The former president and his wife

Trump played down the crisis

),

Starting today, all of Texas is open for
business. Some people might not
agree with the governor’ s decision,
but for a lot of business owners, it

- fepresents a better tomorrow.

n News Media Group will

e oor.to serve our
ith-a whole new media
m ng our big screen LED,
ibe, Facebook, TikTok, daily
and yellow pages and give
elp to our clients to produce TV short
films for the social media so all of the
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We are also creating a [igw APP through

Google and all the people will be able'to

join in and become a part of the big =
“Southern News family.”

We feel very proud and excited to be
connected to all our friends and readers
on a new platform and using the newest
digital devices to serve our customers for
many years to come.
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a public service announce-
ment released on Thursday
encouraging COVID-19
vaccinations and featur-
ing all of the other living
former U.S. presidents and
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Michigan National Guard member Sgt.
Hannah Boulder sings while playing guitar
in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda in Washing-
ton. REUTERS/Erin Scott

Mariko Odawara holds flowers as she prays to mourn the victims of the
earthquake and tsunami that killed thousands and triggered the worst nuclear
accident since Chernobyl, during its 10th anniversary, in Iwaki, Fukushima
prefecture, Japan. REUTERS/Kim Kyung-Hoon

Lynda Cziezler, 79, Susie Cherniak, 77, Esta Bloom, 89, and Linda Dobrusin, 80 play canasta
together weeks after receiving the coronavirus vaccine in West Bloomfield Township, Michigan.
This was the first time in an entire year that they have all played cards together. REUTERS/
Emily Elconin

Flames engulf a house as wildfires rage across Golondrinas, Chubut province in Argentina. Nir
Ekdesman/via REUTERS

Healthcare workers hold a ban-
o ner during a demonstration for
better working conditions, as the
outbreak of the coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19) continues, at
Sant Jaume square in Barcelona,
Spain. A banner reads: “Health
and care workers are fed up”.
REUTERS/Albert Gea

A child falls on the ground in front of
riot police officers during an eviction
of an unauthorized settlement with-
out potable water, drainage system
and electricity, where people have
moved in with their families during
the coronavirus pandemic, at Renca
area on the outskirts of Santiago,
Chile. REUTERS/Ivan Alvarado
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entrances and we will continue to make
announcements in store. We will con-
tinue to expect shoppers to wear masks
while in our stores.”

All told, not much is changing in
practice. The mask order was loosely
enforced in the first place, and many
businesses were operating at 75 percent
occupancy. Still, health experts fear that
repealing the order could give Texans
an impetus to ditch masks, and local of-
ficials have voiced concerns that lifting
the mandate will lead to more in-store
confrontations.

its, as long as establishments are allowed
to operate at 50 percent or more of their
maximum occupancy. Those limits cannot
be applied to religious services, schools,
colleges and universities, and child care
services, per Abbott’s order The local offi-
cials could also choose to require masks in
areas with high levels of hospitalizations
for the coronavirus, but they are not per-
mitted to impose any penalties for failing
to wear one. Abbott has said that no one in
Texas should face jail time for violating a
COVID-related restriction.

The governor’s move to lift the COVID
orders has been met with severe backlash
from local officials, and one city is already
bucking the decision. The city of Austin
said on Tuesday that it will defy Abbott’s
new rules by continuing to enforce its local
mask mandate, with fines of up to $2,000
for individuals who refuse to wear a face
covering, or for businesses that decline to
enforce the rule.

Governor Abbott Has Lifted
COVID Mask Restrictions
In Texas. What Now?

Every 8 minutes,
We respond
{0 a disaster.

Your donation can

Texas Governor Greg Abbott
Arnaldo Richard’s Picos Restaurant

food runner Jefry Varela carries an
order from the kitchen to a custom-
er’s table Thursday, March 4, 2021,
in Houston. (Photo/Godofredo A.
Vasquez, Houston Chronicle / Staff
photographer)

“I can assure you that we’re going to
start seeing our calls for service and

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

COVID restrictions
Wednesday, including the statewide mask
mandate and limits on business occupan-
cy. Gov. Greg Abbott announced last week
that he would “open Texas 100 percent,”
rescinding his earlier executive orders in-

Texas ended on the importance of caring for family
members, friends and your communi-
ty.” Businesses may choose to contin-
ue enforcing occupancy restrictions or
require patrons to wear face coverings

— and many across the state have said

“The governor said that virus related pol-

tended to slow the spread of COVID-19.
That means there will no longer be any
operating limits for businesses or other es-
tablishments, and local governments and
law enforcement officers cannot force a
person to wear a mask in public.

The changes come with a few caveats:
Abbott, alongside a host of other state
leaders, are still “strongly encouraging”
members of the public to wear masks and
practice social distancing. The Republican
governor said now is the time to loosen
restrictions as vaccinations ramp up rap-
idly and COVID hospitalizations have de-
clined from their mid-January peak.
“COVID-19 has not suddenly disap-
peared,” Abbott spokeswoman Renae Eze
said last week. “Removing state mandates
does not end personal responsibility or

they will do so. It’s a similar situation
for school districts.

FACE COVERING
REQUIRED

THANK YOU
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SOCIAL DISTANCING |
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“While statewide policy has changed,
our store protocol has not,” H-E-B, the
beloved San Antonio-based grocer, said
in a statement this week. “Mask use at
our stores will remain. Our signs re-
quiring mask use will remain posted at

conflict go up — conflict that could
have been avoided simply by continu-
ing to follow the science and being
patient,” Houston Police Chief Art Ace-
vedo said in a Tuesday interview with
New Day. “We’re almost to the finish
line, and I think this is a step in the
wrong direction.”

Another caveat to the governor’s order:
County officials can decide to reinstate
COVID restrictions — but are not re-
quired to — if hospitalizations in their
area surge. By state definition, that’s
when COVID hospitalizations make
up 15 percent or more of a hospital’s
total capacity for at least seven consec-
utive days. In that case, local officials
can implement some safety precau-
tions, including business capacity lim-

icy would be guided by the data and the
doctors, and we remain committed to this
end,” Austin Mayor Steve Adler said in a
news release. “So, #MaskUpATX.”

Texas reported 167 deaths due to
COVID-19 on Tuesday. About 4,700 peo-
ple are currently hospitalized with the vi-
rus. In total, the state has confirmed more
than 2.3 million virus cases, and nearly
45,000 Texans have died. More than 2.4
million Texans have been fully vaccinated,
and 4.5 million residents have received at
least one dose. (Courtesy houstonchroni-
cle.com)
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CDC: It’s Safe For Vaccinated
;_Pevo-ple ToDo T

hese Activities

As the U.S. accelerates its rollout of COVID-19 vaccines, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention on Monday released new guidance for individuals who
have been fully inoculated. (Photo: Michael Ciaglo/Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention has issued new guidance for vac-
cinated people, giving the green light to
resume some pre-pandemic activities and
relax precautions that have been in place.

Specifically, the new guidance says, peo-
ple who are fully vaccinated can visit in-
doors with other fully vaccinated people
without wearing masks or social distanc-
ing. People are considered fully vacci-
nated two weeks after they have gotten
the second shot of the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines (or two weeks after receiving the
single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine).

Vaccinated people can also visit,
masked, with people from another house-
hold who are not yet vaccinated, as long
as those people are at low risk of serious
illness from the virus. However, the agen-
cy said, vaccinated people should contin-
ue to wear masks when they’re in public,
avoid crowds and take other precautions
when gathering with unvaccinated people
who are at high risk of serious illness from

un-

GEORGE
PACKER

COVID-19.

The new guidance also allows fully
vaccinated individuals to forgo testing
and quarantining following a known
COVID-19 exposure, as long as they
are not experiencing symptoms.

The CDC said this new guidance is a

“first step” to returning to everyday
activities. There’s accumulating ev-
idence to show that people who are
fully vaccinated are less likely to be-
come infected and also “potentially”
less likely to spread the virus to others,

agency officials wrote in a press release.
“We know that people want to get vac-
cinated so they can get back to doing
the things they enjoy with the people
they love,” CDC Director Dr. Rochelle
Walensky said in a statement about the
new guidelines. The new guidance is
specific to freedoms that vaccinated peo-
ple can resume in their own homes, but
the agency warns that everyone — even
those who are vaccinated — should con-
tinue to follow recommended guidelines
in public settings, including wearing
masks.

The CDC is not updating its travel
guidance at this time, Walensky said at
a White House COVID-19 Response
Team briefing on Monday. She stressed
that everyone should continue to avoid
nonessential trips, regardless of vaccina-
tion status.

The CDC director cited previous spikes
in case counts after surges in travel and
the emergence of variants from interna-
tional locations.

Existing travel guidance still applies in
the case of fully vaccinated grandparents
who are hoping to visit their low-risk
family members, Walensky said in re-
sponse to a reporter’s question.

“We would like to give the opportunity
to vaccinated grandparents to visit their
grandchildren and children who are
healthy and who are local, but our travel
guidance currently has been unchanged,”
she said.

The three available vaccines have been
proven to protect against severe ill-
ness, hospitalization and death from

COVID-19, Walensky added. But she
said there is still a small risk that vacci-
nated people could become infected with

mild or asymptomatic disease and poten-
tially even pass it on to others who are
not vaccinated. She said this remains an
ongoing area of research. Walensky said
this is the first round of guidance, but
more will follow as the science evolves
and more people are fully vaccinated.
“We believe these recommendations are
an important first step in our efforts to re-
sume everyday activities in our commu-
nities,” she said. “However, we remain
in the midst of a serious pandemic, and
still over 90% of our population is not
fully vaccinated, though we are working
hard to get there.”

Healthcaresystem capacity

Number of cases daily

Caseswith
protective ieasues

Time since first case

The Biden administration is working
to scale up vaccine manufacturing and
distribution and announced last week
that the country will have enough sup-
ply for every adult by the end of May.
The country’s seven-day average of daily
vaccinations is nearly 2.2 million, and a
record-breaking 2.9 million doses were
administered on Saturday, according to
Andy Slavitt, White House senior advis-
er on the White House COVID-19 Re-
sponse Team.

Walensky said that as of Monday, about
59 million people in the U.S. have re-
ceived at least one dose of the COVID-19
vaccine. And about 31 million people —
or 9.2% of the U.S. population — are
fully vaccinated.

Here’s the CDC’s specific guidance for
what fully vaccinated people can do:
®”Visit with other fully vaccinated peo-
ple indoors without wearing masks or
physical distancing;

“Visit with unvaccinated people from a
single household who are at low risk for
severe COVID-19 disease indoors with-
out wearing masks or physical distancing
“Refrain from quarantine and testing fol-

lowing a known exposure to COVID-19
if asymptomatic”
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The CDC said fully vaccinated peo-
ple should continue to take these
COVID-19 precautions:

e Take precautions in public like wear-
ing a well-fitted mask and physical dis-
tancing

e”Wear masks, practice physical dis-
tancing, and adhere to other prevention
measures when visiting with unvaccinat-
ed people who are at increased risk for
severe COVID-19 disease or who have
an unvaccinated household member who
is at increased risk for severe COVID-19
disease

e”Wear masks, maintain physical dis-
tance, and practice other prevention
measures when visiting with unvaccinat-
ed people from multiple households
e”Avoid medium- and large-sized
in-person gatherings

o Get tested if experiencing COVID-19
symptoms

e ’Follow guidance issued by individual
employers

e”Follow CDC and health department
travel requirements and recommenda-
tions” (Courtesy npr.org)

Every 8 minutes,
we respond
to a disaster.

Your donation can
help impact lives.
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We are not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors Please refer to in_store signs Limited quantities while supplies last No rain checks Product availability may vary by store Restrictions may apply please see store for more details
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%49 Hanch Market is not affiliated with and s ot an agent or representative of any company named herein. 99 R aftiiates, subsidianes, agents and employeses do not represent, Sponsar or endorse the accuracy, reliability, content or agvertisernents, whether
in text or graphhcalfmm contained herein, Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and mfonnatmnal purposes only and constitute neither an endorsement nor a recommendation by 99 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does not imply endorsement of the advertised company or product. 9 Ranch Market has no control and assumes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties.
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