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U.S. to give ransomware hacks similar
priority as terrorism

The U.S. Department of Justice is elevating
investigations of ransomware attacks to a similar
priority as terrorism in the wake of the Colonial
Pipeline hack and mounting damage caused by
cyber criminals, a senior department official told
Reuters.

Internal guidance sent on Thursday to U.S. attor-
ney’s offices across the country said information
about ransomware investigations in the field
should be centrally coordinated with a recently
created task force in Washington.

“It’s a specialized process to ensure we track all
ransomware cases regardless of where it may

be referred in this country, so you can make the
connections between actors and work your way
up to disrupt the whole chain,” said John Carlin,
principle associate deputy attorney general at the
Justice Department.

Last month, a cyber criminal group that the U.S.
authorities said operates from Russia, penetrat-
ed the pipeline operator on the U.S. East Coast,

locking its systems and demanding a ransom. tions, and to allow us to develop a compre- reserved for a short list of topics, including national security cases,

The hack caused a shutdown lasting several hensive picture of the national and econom- legal experts said.

days, led to a spike in gas prices, panic buying ic security threats we face, we must enhance

and localized fuel shortages in the southeast. and centralize our internal tracking,” said In practice, it means that investigators in U.S. attorney’s offices han-

read more the guidance seen by Reuters and previously dling ransomware attacks will be expected to share both updated case
unreported. details and active technical information with leaders in Washington.

The guidance also asks the offices to look at and include other inves-
tigations focused on the larger cybercrime ecosystem.

According to the guidance, the list of investigations that now require
central notification include cases involving: counter anti-virus ser-
vices, illicit online forums or marketplaces, cryptocurrency exchang-
es, bulletproof hosting services, botnets and online money laundering
services.

f hosting services refer to opaque internet infrastructure registration
services which help cyber criminals to anonymously conduct intru-
sions.

A botnet is a group of compromised internet-connected devices that
can be manipulated to cause digital havoc. Hackers build, buy and
rent out botnets in order to conduct cyber crimes ranging from adver-
tising fraud to large cyberattacks.

“We really want to make sure prosecutors and criminal investigators
report and are tracking ... cryptocurrency exchanges, illicit online
forums or marketplaces where people are selling hacking tools, net-

Colonial Pipeline decided to pay the hackers The Justice Department’s decision to push work access credentials - going after the botnets that serve multiple
who.invaded their systems negrly $5 million to ransomware into this special process illus- purposes,” said Carlin.
regain access, the company said. trates how the issue is being prioritized,

U.S. officials said. Mark Califano, a former U.S. attorney and cybercrime expert, said
The DOJ guidance specifically refers to Colo- the “heightened reporting could allow DOJ to more effectively de-
nial as an example of the “growing threat that ploy resources” and to ““identify common exploits” used by cyber-
ransomware and digital extortion pose to the “We’ve used this model around terrorism criminals.
nation.” before but never with ransomware,” said

Carlin. The process has typically been

“To ensure we can make necessary connections
across national and global cases and investiga-
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A boat passes by Manhattan as pictured from the Graduate Roosevelt Island hotel in New

York City. REUTERS/Carlo Allegri

A migrant holds her baby as she receives a shot of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine against
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the coronavirus in the Mavrovouni camp for refugees and migrants on the island of Lesbos,

Greece. REUTERS/Alkis Konstantinidis
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Wang Tianchang, 78, waters a tree
planted on the edge of the Gobi desert
on the outskirts of Wuwei, Gansu
province, China. The Wangs have

been fighting desertification since they
settled on barren land near the village
of Hongshui in Wuwei, a city in Gansu
close to the border with Inner Mongo-
lia, in 1980. A local institution in north-
west China’s Gansu province, Wang
and his family lead busloads of young
volunteers from the provincial capital
of Lanzhou into the desert each year to
plant and irrigate new trees and bushes.
REUTERS/Carlos Garcia Rawlins

Smoke rises from a

fire onboard the MV
X-Press Pearl vessel

as it sinks while being
towed into deep sea off
the Colombo Harbour
in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka
Airforce Media/via
REUTERS

People listen to speakers after the remains of 215 children, some as young as three years old,
were found at the former Kamloops Indian Residential School, during a vigil in Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada. REUTERS/Jennifer Gauthier

Firefighters and a rescue
dog search for victims
between the debris of a
collapsed building in Rio
das Pedras slum, Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil. REUTERS/
Ricardo Moraes

DAILY.:

Southern

Make
Today

BUSINESS

Vaccine Boosters Could Be
Necessary As Soon As September

Illustration: Sarah Grillo/Axios

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The first Americans to be vaccinated against
the coronavirus could require a third “boost-
er” shot as early as September, the CEOs of
Pfizer and Moderna told Axios.

Driving the news: “The data that I see com-
ing, they are supporting the notion that like-
ly there will be a need for a booster some-
where between eight and 12 months,” Pfizer
CEO Albert Bourla said yesterday during an
Axios event.

That means some Americans could need a
booster as soon as September or October,
he added.

State of play: Only time will tell how long
protection from the first two vaccine doses
will last, but there’s no evidence yet that
it’s fading. Even if protection does begin to
fade — which is common among vaccines
— it won’t happen overnight.

And as the virus continues to spread around
the world, it’s possible that vaccine-re-
sistant variants could eventually emerge.
(The existing vaccines are highly effective
against the variants currently circulating in
the U.S.)

V"

) CORONAVIRUS
¥ VACCINE 3RD SHOT

What they’re saying: “I think we will
almost certainly require a booster some-
time within a year or so after getting the
primary [shot] because the durability of
protection against coronaviruses is gen-
erally not lifelong,” NIAID director An-
thony Fauci told Axios’ Mike Allen at the
same event.

“I think as a country we should rather be
two months too early, than two months
too late with outbreaks in several plac-
es,” Moderna CEO Stéphane Bancel
wrote in an email.

“People at highest risks (elderly, health-
care workers) were vaccinated in De-
cember/January,” he added. “So I would
do [a] September start for those at high-
est risk.”

The other side: Experts caution to con-
sider the drug companies’ predictions in
context with their broader business goals.
“It’s not proven that we need boosters
yet. Whereas it’s appropriate to plan for
boosters, you’ve got to look at whether
there’s a corporate agenda behind this,”
said Cornell professor and virologist
John Moore.

What Does a Multi-Dose Series Mean for the
COVID-19 Vaccination Effort?

rt to distribute and
multi-de

“As of now, we don’t have any evidence

that protective immunity has dropped to
a troubling point, and certainly not for
people immunized in December, Janu-
ary, February,” he added. “It’s hard to say
where we will be in November because
right now it’s May.”

The bottom line: Even if you received
your first shot in December, you don’t
need to worry that you’ll wake up tomor-
row having lost all of your immunity.
“Personally, if I was in that situation, I
wouldn’t be worrying about it — not yet.
But I would want to see that data later in
the year,” Moore said.

The decline in protection would be grad-
ual, and researchers around the world
are gathering data on the subject through

clinical trials and real-world evidence.
U.S. COVID booster shots study

tests mixing vaccine brands

Photo: Justin Tallis/Pool/Getty Images
U.S. health officials have begun a clinical
trial with adults fully vaccinated against
COVID-19, administering a booster shot
of a different vaccine brand to the one
they’ve already received, the National
Institutes of Health announced Tuesday.

Why it matters: The study will examine
immune responses and the safety of mix-
ing different vaccines. Scientists will also
measure the shots’ efficacy in staving off
emerging variants, according to a statement
from the NIH.

e Per a statement from NIAID director
Anthony Fauci: “Although the vaccines
currently authorized by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration offer strong protection
against COVID-19, we need to prepare for
the possibility of needing booster shots to
counter waning immunity and to keep pace
with an evolving virus.”

Do people who've already had the virus still need fo be vaccinated?

> Immunity can weaken over
fime and be strengthened
vith vaceinations.

Even if a person has
contracted and recovered
From COVID-I9, heir
immunity can be boosted
by avaccine. I |

I |

Natural Immunity Natural Immunity + Vaccine

o If booster shots are required, this study
could help health officials decide which
vaccine combinations are best.

Details: The study will examine 150 vol-
unteers who’ve received one of the three
COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in
the U.S. — Johnson & Johnson’s, Moder-
na’s and Pfizer-BioNTech’s.

» Each vaccine group will have enrolled
some 25 people between the ages of 18 and
55 and about 25 people in the 56 years and
older age group.

» “Twelve to 20 weeks following their ini-
tial vaccination regimen, participants will
receive a single booster dose of the Moder-
na COVID-19 vaccine as part of the trial,”
according to the NIH.

 Another aspect of the study will see vol-
unteers who’ve yet to receive a coronavirus
vaccine enrolled. Initially, they’ll receive
the two-dose Moderna vaccine before re-
ceiving a booster dose of a vaccine about 12
to 20 weeks later.

The data is still not in on whether booster

shots against COVID-19 will be neces-
sary. The disease has only been around for
slightly over a year, and the vaccines for
five or six months. Drug companies have
been suggesting that booster shots will
be necessary, particularly with the rise of
more infectious variants, such as those
originating in South Africa and the U.K.
Clinical studies of booster shots are al-
ready ongoing. Nonetheless, it’s still not
known just how long the protection from
vaccines lasts. But drug companies are not
the decision-makers for this.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC)’s Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization Processes plans
to meet and make a recommendation to
the CDC on booster shots. Those conver-
sations, however, have not yet begun.
The big picture: Research indicates that
all three vaccines authorized for use in the
U.S. protect against variants, to varying
degrees.

* The Public Health Agency of Canada
updated its coronavirus vaccine guid-
ance on Tuesday to permit Canadians to
receive a different dose for their second
shot, though it still recommends using the
same brand.

* Health officials in the United Kingdom
are expected to release initial results this
summer of a clinical trial testing the effec-
tiveness of mixing COVID-19 vaccines
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Vaccine To Get Kids’ Lives
‘Back To Normal’

Nina and Layla Attisha have missed out on a lot of “critical parts of being a
regular kid” over the last 14 months.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Nina and Layla Attisha have missed out on a lot of “crit-

ical parts of being a regular kid” over the last 14 months,

including in-person schooling, sports, summer camps

and sleepovers.

So when the 15- and 12-year-old sisters became eligible

to receive a COVID-19 vaccine this week, their mother

said they jumped at the opportunity. They were among

the first teens in their age bracket to get a first dose of

Pfizer’s vaccine Thursday, May 13, in Bloomfield Hills,

Michigan..

“Like most kids, they’ve missed out on so much this

year,” said Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, a Michigan pedi-

atrician and mother of two daughters. “All these things

that are critical parts of being just a regular kid, these

are normal things for normal health and development of
children.”

Hanna-Attisha joined other doctors and vaccine advo-

cates virtually Thursday to discuss the safety and effec-

tiveness of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine and to encour-

age parents to get their children vaccinated if they’re 12

years or older. Her daughters received the vaccine during

a live broadcast of the event,

hosted by the Protect Michigan Commission.

For my kids and for kids all over, the pandemic has taken

a huge toll on their mental and emotional health, on their

social wellbeing and on their educational experiences,”

said Dr. Hanna-Attisha. “And as a pediatrician, I know

that kids also get physically sick with COVID, it should
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not be minimized.”

Earlier this week, the CDC’s independent advisory
committee unanimously voted to recommend use of
Pfizer’s two-dose vaccine for individuals 12 to 15
years old. The minimum age under the FDA’s emer-

gency use authorlzatlon was prevmusly 16.

Nina, 15, and Layla Attisha, 12, receive Pfizer’s
COVID-19 vaccine Thursday, May 13, during a

live broadcast hosted by the Protect Michigan
Commission. (Video screenshot)

Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, the state’s chief medical ex-
ecutive, called the authorization process vaccines
must go through “rigorous” and said that process
hasn’t changed with COVID-19. The drug must be
reviewed by the FDA, as well as the CDC’s inde-
pendent advisory committee made up of medical and
public health experts, before it can be given approval
or emergency use authorization.

In clinical trials involving more than 2,100 partic-
ipants, the vaccine was 100% effective in prevent-
ing COVID-19. There were five “serious adverse

events” reported out of 1,131 vaccinated partici-
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pants, compared to two SAEs out of 1,129 placebo re-
cipients. Among those events, officials said “no SAEs
were judged to be related to vaccination.”

Trial did

mild-to-moderate side effects as adults who have re-

vaccine  recipients report  similar
ceived the vaccine, including pain at the injection site
-- more prominent after the first dose -- and fatigue,
headache, chills and muscle pain as well as fever and
joint main -- more prominent after the second dose.
Side-effects typically ease after a day or two.

More than 1.5 million kids have been diagnosed with
COVID-19 since the start of the pandemic. More than
13,000 have been hospitalized, and there have been at

least 127 deaths linked to the virus. In more than 3,000

cases, children developed multi-system inflammatory

syndrome about 2-5 weeks after getting COVID-19.

“The potential long-term scars of COVID on our
children are yet to be realized and as a pediatrician,
these are things that we’re going to have to follow the
consequences of for really years after this pandemic,
but it doesn’t have to be this way anymore,” said Han-
na-Attisha.

“We can prevent all of this with a vaccine and that’s
why I’'m so excited as a pediatrician and also as a
mom, we can go back to normal, our kids can go back
to all those activities that once again are so critical for
their normal growth and development.”

Related: Why expanded vaccine eligibility won’t
speed up Michigan’s race to 70% vaccinated

Another woman who spoke during the virtual event
Thursday was Lisa Sanchez Metropoulos, a Genesee
County mother of two. She said her 12-year-old son’s
asthma has made COVID-19 more dangerous to their
family, which has forced her to constantly tell him he
couldn’t partake in activities like playing football and
soccer, enjoying Boy Scouts, or even visiting with
friends and extended family.

So when she heard that her son and 14-year-old daugh-
ter were now eligible for a vaccine, she “did a little

happy dance” with tears in her eyes.

“As a mom, to look at him and say (no) every time he

asked to do something or see someone, it’s heartbreak-
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ing,” she said. “Finally, I wouldn’t have to answer his
questions about when things to back to normal with
‘hopefully soon.” I can give him a date to look forward
to and that has been everything.

“Both of my kids will be vaccinated as soon as possi-
ble, and it just feels like a huge, huge weight has been
lifted off of us. We just have so much to look forward
to as a family now.”

The Pfizer vaccine has been administered in more than
138 million doses across the country, including more
than 4.15 million doses in Michigan. It requires two
doses, spaced three weeks apart, for maximum effi-
cacy, and is effective in preventing COVID-19 for at
least six months.

CVS and Rite Aid pharmacies are among the locations
that have begun taking appointments to vaccinate the
younger population, as has the federal clinic at Ford
Field in Detroit. Health departments and hospital sys-

tems have also begun scheduling clinics aimed at get-

ting shots to the newly eligible youths.

Youths must be accompanied by an adult to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine, and can now get additional vac-
cines in the same appointment if they fell behind on
their recommended schedules during the pandemic,
according to the CDC.

Appointments, including walk-ins, are available
throughout the state. For more information, visit the
state’s COVID-19 vaccine website. (Courtesy https://
www.mlive.com/)

Related
C.D.C. Is Investigating a Heart Problem in a Few
Young Vaccine Recipients
The agency is reviewing several dozen reports that
teenagers and young adults may have developed myo-
carditis after vaccination, officials said. But the agen-

cy has not determined whether the vaccine caused the

condition.

A teenager in Nashville received a first dose of the

Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine earlier this month. Brett

Carlsen for The New York Times
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is
looking into reports that a very small number of teen-
agers and young adults vaccinated against the corona-
virus may have experienced heart problems, according
to the agency’s vaccine safety group.

The group’s statement was sparse in details, saying
only that there were “relatively few” cases and that
they may be entirely unrelated to vaccination. The
condition, called myocarditis, is an inflammation of
the heart muscle, and can occur following certain in-
fections.

The C.D.C.’s review of the reports is in the early stag-
es, and the agency has yet to determine whether there
is any evidence that the vaccines caused the heart con-
dition. The agency has posted guidance on its website
urging doctors and clinicians to be alert to unusual
heart symptoms among young people who had just
received their shots.

“It may simply be a coincidence that some people
are developing myocarditis after vaccination,” said
Dr. Celine Gounder, an infectious disease specialist
at Bellevue Hospital Center in New York. “It’s more
likely for something like that to happen by chance,
because so many people are getting vaccinated right
now.”

The cases seem to have occurred predominantly in ad-
olescents and young adults about four days after their
second dose of one of the mRNA vaccines, made by
Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech. And the cases were
more common in males than in females.

“Most cases appear to be mild, and follow-up of cases
is ongoing,” the vaccine safety group said. The C.D.C.

strongly recommends Covid vaccines for Americans

ages 12 and older.

“We look forward to seeing more data about these
cases, so we can better understand if they are relat-
ed to the vaccine or if they are coincidental,” said Dr.
Yvonne Maldonado, chair of the American Academy
of Pediatrics’s Committee on Infectious Diseases.
“Meanwhile, it’s important for pediatricians and other
clinicians to report any health concerns that arise after
vaccination.”

Experts emphasized that the potentially rare side ef-
fect of myocarditis paled in comparison to the poten-
tial risks of Covid, including the persistent syndrome
called “long Covid.” Acute Covid itself can cause

myocarditis. (Courtesy https://www.nytimes.com/)
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A balanced meal is a natural way to health
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99 Ranch Market is not affiliated with and is not an agent or representative of any company named herein, 9 Ranch Market and / or its affiliates, subsidiaries,agents and employees do not represent, sponsor or endorse the accuracy, reliability, content or advertisements, whether
in text or graphical form, contained herein. Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and informational purposes only and constitute neither an endorsement nor 2 recommendation by %9 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does nat imply endorsement of the advertised company or product. 99 Ranch Market has no control and assumes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties.
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