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Plummeting U.S. vaccination rates make 
finish line hard to reach
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NEW YORK, June 7 (Xinhua) -- As 
U.S. vaccination rates kept falling, what 
officials hoped would be the “last mile” 
of finishing covering 70 percent of adults 
by the Fourth of July is turning into a 
marathon, reported The Washington Post 
on Monday.

In early May, U.S. President Joe Biden 
announced his goal to administer at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine to 70 
percent of American adults by the Inde-
pendence Day.

Yet the country averages out fewer than 
1 million shots per day, a decline of more 
than two-thirds from the peak of 3.4 
million in April, according to the news-
paper’s seven-day analysis, even though 
all adults and children over age 12 are 
now eligible.

The slowdown is “particularly felt across 
the South and Midwest,” said the report, 
adding that 12 states, including Utah, 
Oklahoma, Montana, the Dakotas and 
West Virginia, have seen vaccinations 
fall below 15 daily shots per 10,000 
residents.

Thirteen mostly East and West Coast 
states have already vaccinated 70 per-
cent of adult residents, and another 15 
states, plus the District of Columbia, are 
over 60 percent and will likely reach 
Biden’s goal, said the report.

The slowdown, started with a steep de-
cline in mid-April, has continued, with 
only 2.4 million adults getting their first 
shot last week, nearly two times short 
of the minimum necessary number per 
week for Biden’s goal.

Polls have found that about one-third 
of Americans have no immediate plans 
to get vaccinated, with some holdouts 
saying their skepticism has intensified 
over time and others arguing the issue is 
moot because the pandemic has receded 
in the United States, according to the 
report. 

Schools in Japan’s Okinawa close amid surge in 
COVID-19 cases among youngsters

TOKYO, June 7 (Xinhua) -- Many 
schools in Japan’s southernmost prefec-
ture of Okinawa began temporarily clos-
ing Monday in an effort to curb the spread 
of COVID-19 among young people, the 
prefectural government said.

According to the local government in 
Okinawa, the closures are applicable to 
the majority of high schools and junior 
high schools as there has been a surge in 
COVID-19 infections among younger 

people.

Japan’s southernmost prefecture is currently 
under a coronavirus state of emergency and 
the latest measure to tackle the spread of 
the virus involving closing schools will be 
effective through June 20.

According to the prefectural government, of 
all 183 COVID-19 cases reported Sunday, 
teenagers and younger people comprised 
around 20 percent of the total.

Okinawa confirmed 104 new 
daily COVID-19 cases, according 
to the latest figures released Mon-
day evening, bringing the total to 
18,603.

This compares to 235 new in-
fections reported in Tokyo and 
173 in its neighboring prefecture 
of Kanagawa, figures from the 
health ministry and local authori-
ties showed.

Nationwide, Japan’s total tally of 
infections since the outbreak of 
the virus reached 763,785, with 
1,278 additional cases confirmed 
Monday.

The death toll has now topped 
13,600, Monday evening’s figures 
showed.

The southern subtropical island, 
a lure for vacationers, has seen 
a surge of infections of late, and 
has logged the highest number 
of new cases per capita among 
Japan’s 47 prefectures.

As such, Okinawa’s medical fa-
cilities have been buckling under 
the strain, with some patients 
infected by the virus unable to se-
cure a hospital bed and forced to 
self-quarantine at home, accord-
ing to recent local accounts. 
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According to a national survey, home
prices nationwide were up 22.2 % from a
year ago last April. At the same time, the
number of homes sold rose 38.2% and
the number of home sales fell 48.3%.

When I walked into one of the country’
s most famous national restaurants this
morning to eat breakfast, the grand
pancake plate now costs $11.88. The
cost has doubled compared with last
year. One of my home builder friends
told me that the lumber prices have gone
up three times with all other related items
also skyrocketing in price. How can he

build a house for sale without making
profit? We saw a lot of white collar
workers having to sleep in their cars
because they cannot even lease an
apartment in San
Diego or San
Francisco. This is
such a big joke for
us being the world’
s richest country.

We are here to urge
President Biden to
take reasonable
steps to negotiate

tariff prices with our trading partners
around the world, especially with China.

I remember many years ago when
Senator Phil Graham said that we should
feel very happy when we all walk into a
Walmart store. We can get everything
we want, but we have to remember that
most of these products are made
overseas, especially in China. When the
U.S. raises tariffs, all the consumers will
suffer.

Today we might be slowly getting out of
the coronavirus pandemic, but we are
facing more challenges in the future.

We urge President Biden to look at the
bottom of our society. They are still
suffering.
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National Housing ShortageNational Housing Shortage
And Rising PricesAnd Rising Prices

Editor’s Choice

Supporters of former President Donald Trump gather on a street corner near a sign saying 
“Miss Me Yet???” outside the North Carolina GOP convention before Trump spoke at the 
gathering in Greenville, North Carolina, June 5, 2021.  REUTERS/Jonathan Drake

Venice residents hold a protest to demand an end to cruise ships passing through the lagoon city, 
as the first cruise ship of the summer season departs from the Port of Venice, Italy, June 5, 2021. 
REUTERS/Manuel SilvestriA group of scavengers search for recyclable items to sell at Bantar Gebang landfill in Bekasi 

on the outskirts of Jakarta, Indonesia, June 5, 2021. REUTERS/Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana

A convoy of trucks 
arrives at the site of 
the former Kamloops 
Indian Residential 
School, in support of 
the community after 
the remains of 215 
children, some as 
young as three years 
old, were found at 
the site in Kamloops, 
British Columbia, 
Canada, June 5, 2021.  

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen 
kicks the wheel of his car 
after crashing out of the 
Azerbaijan Grand Prix at 
Baku City Circuit in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, June 6, 2021. 
REUTERS/Anton Vaganov

A man stands on the defaced 
statue of Egerton Ryerson, con-
sidered an architect of Canada’s 
residential indigenous school 
system, as it lies on the pavement 
after being toppled following a 
protest at Ryerson University in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada June 6, 
2021. REUTERS/Chris Helgren
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At least 10 state health departments in the 
United States have detected the highly 
contagious B.1.1.7 variant of COVD-19, 
the disease caused by the CCP virus, ac-
cording to a new report.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), in an update on Jan. 
15, said that a “more highly transmissible 
variant of SARS-CoV-2, B.1.1.7, has been 
detected in 10 U.S. states.” SARS-CoV-2 
is another name for the coronavirus that is 
believed to have emerged in Wuhan, Chi-
na, in late 2019.
Health officials warned that models have 
shown the B.1.1.7 strain of the virus has 
the potential to increase “the U.S. pan-
demic trajectory in the coming months” 
and “warrants universal and increased 
compliance with mitigation strategies, in-
cluding distancing and masking.”
Increased vaccinations may need to be 
achieved to fight the virus, the CDC said.
This variant was first reported in the UK 
in mid-December, although the CDC not-
ed that it may have emerged in September 
2020. Meanwhile, B.1.1.7 has been detect-
ed in more than 30 countries, the agency 
said, while adding that it is easier to trans-
mit than other CCP virus strains.

In the United States, the strain was first 
reported by state authorities in a rural 
area in Colorado, hours away from Den-
ver. Other than Colorado, the B.1.1.7 
variant was discovered in Pennsylva-
nia, New York, Illinois, California, and 
more, according to reports published in 
recent weeks.
“The modeled trajectory of this vari-
ant in the U.S. exhibits rapid growth in 
early 2021, becoming the predominant 
variant in March. Increased SARS-
CoV-2 transmission might threaten 
strained health care resources, require 
extended and more rigorous implemen-
tation of public health strategies, and 
increase the percentage of population 
immunity required for pandemic con-
trol,” said the CDC.

UK authorities said last year that the 
new variant of the virus was the reason 
for the increase in infection rates in Lon-
don and southeastern England. But they 
said there’s no evidence that the variant 
makes people sicker.
The CDC, in its update, did not appear 
to recommend any new mitigation strat-
egies.
“Further, strategic testing of persons 
without symptoms of COVID-19, but 
who are at increased risk for infection 
with SARS-CoV-2, provides another 
opportunity to limit ongoing spread,” 
according to the CDC. “Collectively, en-
hanced genomic surveillance combined 
with increased compliance with public 
health mitigation strategies, including 
vaccination, physical distancing, use of 
masks, hand hygiene, and isolation and 
quarantine, will be essential to limiting 
the spread of SARS-CoV-2 and protect-
ing public health.”

Previously, the CDC noted that so far, 
there have been a number of mutations 
to the virus.
“Among these possibilities, the last—the 
ability to evade vaccine-induced immu-
nity—would likely be the most concern-
ing because once a large proportion of 
the population is vaccinated, there will 
be immune pressure that could favor and 
accelerate emergence of such variants by 
selecting for ‘escape mutants,’” the CDC 
said. “There is no evidence that this is oc-
curring, and most experts believe escape 
mutants are unlikely to emerge because 
of the nature of the virus.” (Courtesy ntd.
com via theepochtimes)
Related

Incoming CDC Director Ex-
pects Over 100,000 COVID-19 

Deaths in Next Month
Over 100,000 more Americans will die 

from COVID-19 in the next month or so, 
the next Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention director said Sunday.
“By the middle of February, we expect 
half a million deaths in this country,” 
said Dr. Rochelle Walensky, who Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden tapped for the po-
sition.
“That doesn’t speak to the tens of thou-
sands of people who are living with a yet 
uncharacterized syndrome after they’ve 
recovered. And we still yet haven’t seen 
the ramifications of what happened from 
the holiday travel, from holiday gather-
ing, in terms of high rates of hospitaliza-
tions and the deaths thereafter. So, yes, 
I think we still have some dark weeks 
ahead,” she added.

Rochelle Walensky, who has been 
nominated to serve as director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, speaks after U.S. Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden announced his 
team tasked with dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic at The Queen 
in Wilmington, Del., on Dec. 8, 2020. 
(Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images)
COVID-19 is the disease caused by the 
CCP virus. The virus primarily causes 
severe illness for the elderly and those 
with serious underlying health condi-
tions. Most people who get it recover, 
but a small percentage of patients die.
According to data collated by Johns 
Hopkins University, the United States 
has in some recent days seen over 4,000 
daily deaths from COVID-19. The uni-
versity has pegged the nation’s death toll 
at 397,600 as of Jan. 18. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention puts the 
toll slightly lower, at 394,495.
Biden’s incoming chief of staff Ron 
Klain also said Sunday he expects the 
United States will hit 500,000 deaths in 
the month of February.

“People who are contracting the virus to-
day will start to get sick next month and 
will add to the death toll in late February, 
even March. So, it’s going to take a while 
to turn this around,” he said.
“The virus is the virus. What we can do 
is act to control it. And that means get-
ting these vaccinations moving. It means 
getting help to state and local govern-
ments to help reopen schools safely, 
to give people the protective gear they 
need, and to really ramp up testing. We 
have laid out our plans to do this. That’s 
what we’re focused on.”
Walensky was speaking on CBS’s “Face 
the Nation.” Klain was speaking on 
CNN’s “State of the Union.”  (Courtesy 
ntd.com via theepochtimes)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Stay Home!          Wear Mask!

More Highly Transmissible Variant of 
CCP Virus Detected In 10 States: CDC

Health care workers receive a COVID-19 vaccination at Ritchie Valens Rec-
reation Center in Pacoima, Calif., on Jan. 13, 2021. (Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 
Photo)

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Picture the United States struggling to deal with a dead-

ly pandemic.State and local officials enact a slate of 

social-distancing measures, gathering bans, closure or-

ders and mask mandates in an effort to stem the tide of 

cases and deaths. The public responds with widespread 

compliance mixed with more than a hint of grumbling, 

pushback and even outright defiance. As the days turn 

into weeks turn into months, the strictures become hard-

er to tolerate.

Theater and dance hall owners complain about their 

financial losses. Clergy bemoan church closures while 

offices, factories and in some cases even saloons are al-

lowed to remain open. Officials argue whether children 

are safer in classrooms or at home. Many citizens refuse 

to don face masks while in public, some complaining 

that they’re uncomfortable and others arguing that the 

government has no right to infringe on their civil lib-

erties.

As familiar as it all may sound in 2021, these are real 

descriptions of the U.S. during the deadly 1918 influen-

za pandemic. In my research as a historian of medicine, 

I’ve seen again and again the many ways our current 

pandemic has mirrored the one experienced by our fore-

bears a century ago. 

No mask, no service on streetcar in 1918. (Pho-

to/Universal History Archive/Universal Images 

Group via Getty Images) 

As the COVID-19 pandemic enters its second year, 

many people want to know when life will go back 

to how it was before the coronavirus. History, of 

course, isn’t an exact template for what the future 

holds. But the way Americans emerged from the ear-

lier pandemic could suggest what post-pandemic life 

will be like this time around.

Sick and tired, ready for pandemic’s end

Like COVID-19, the 1918 influenza pandemic hit 

hard and fast, going from a handful of reported cas-

es in a few cities to a nationwide outbreak within a 

few weeks. Many communities issued several rounds 

of various closure orders – corresponding to the ebbs 

and flows of their epidemics – in an attempt to keep 

the disease in check. These social-distancing orders 

worked to reduce cases and deaths. Just as today, 

however, they often proved difficult to maintain. By 

the late autumn, just weeks after the social-distanc-

ing orders went into effect, the pandemic seemed to 

be coming to an end as the number of new infections 

declined. 

People were ready to be done with masks as soon 

as it looked like the flu was receding. (PhotoQuest/

Archive Photos via Getty Images)

People clamored to return to their normal lives. 

Businesses pressed officials to be allowed to reopen. 

Believing the pandemic was over, state and local au-

thorities began rescinding public health edicts. The 

nation turned its efforts to addressing the devastation 

influenza had wrought.

For the friends, families and co-workers of the hun-

dreds of thousands of Americans who had died, 

post-pandemic life was filled with sadness and grief. 

Many of those still recovering from their bouts with 

the malady required support and care as they recu-

perated. At a time when there was no federal or state 

safety net, charitable organizations sprang into action 

to provide resources for families who had lost their 

breadwinners, or to take in the countless children left 

orphaned by the disease.

For the vast majority of Americans, though, life after 

the pandemic seemed to be a headlong rush to nor-

malcy. Starved for weeks of their nights on the town, 

sporting events, religious services, classroom interac-

tions and family gatherings, many were eager to return 

to their old lives.

Taking their cues from officials who had – some-

what prematurely – declared an end to the pandemic, 

Americans overwhelmingly hurried to return to their 

pre-pandemic routines. They packed into movie the-

aters and dance halls, crowded in stores and shops, and 

gathered with friends and family.

How many extra deaths occurred                                               

in 1918-1920 pandemic? 

Excess deaths in the state of Michigan over the course 

of the influenza pandemic reflect the disease surges 

that occurred across the nation – an initial wave in 

spring 1918, a second bigger wave in fall of that year, 

another that extended into that winter and a final wave 

at the start of 1920. Excess deaths are those above the 

average amount public health officials expect for the 

time of year, based on what’s happened normally in 

the past. 

Chart: The Conversation, CC-BY-ND Source: 

Siddharth Chandra, Julia Christensen, Madhur 

Chandra, Nigel Paneth, “Pandemic Reemergence 

and Four Waves of Excess Mortality Coinciding 

With the 1918 Influenza Pandemic in Michigan: In-

sights for COVID-19”, American Journal of Public 

Health 111, no. 3 (March 1, 2021): pp. 430-437. 

Officials had warned the nation that cases and deaths 

likely would continue for months to come. The burden 

of public health, however, now rested not on policy 

but rather on individual responsibility.

Predictably, the pandemic wore on, stretching into 

a third deadly wave that lasted through the spring 

of 1919, with a fourth wave hitting in the winter of 

1920. Some officials blamed the resurgence on care-

less Americans. Others downplayed the new cases or 

turned their attention to more routine public health 

matters, including other diseases, restaurant inspec-

tions and sanitation. Despite the persistence of the 

pandemic, influenza quickly became old news. Once 

a regular feature of front pages, reportage rapidly 

dwindled to small, sporadic clippings buried in the 

backs of the nation’s newspapers. The nation carried 

on, inured to the toll the pandemic had taken and the 

deaths yet to come. People were largely unwilling to 

return to socially and economically disruptive public 

health measures.

No matter the era, aspects of daily life go on even 

during a pandemic. Chicago History Museum/Ar-

chive (Photos via Getty Images )

It’s hard to hang in there

Our predecessors might be forgiven for not staying the 

course longer. First, the nation was eager to celebrate 

the recent end of World War I, an event that perhaps 

loomed larger in the lives of Americans than even the 

pandemic.

Second, death from disease was a much larger part 

of life in the early 20th century, and scourges such as 

diphtheria, measles, tuberculosis, typhoid, whooping 

cough, scarlet fever and pneumonia each routinely 

killed tens of thousands of Americans every year. 

Moreover, neither the cause nor the epidemiology of 

influenza was well understood, and many experts re-

mained unconvinced that social distancing measures 

had any measurable impact.

Finally, there were no effective flu vaccines to rescue 

the world from the ravages of the disease. In fact, the 

influenza virus would not be discovered for another 

15 years, and a safe and effective vaccine was not 

available for the general population until 1945. Given 

the limited information they had and the tools at their 

disposal, Americans perhaps endured the public health 

restrictions for as long as they reasonably could.

The COVID-19 vaccine won’t end the pandemic 

right away.

A century later, and a year into the COVID-19 pan-

demic, it is understandable that people now are all 

too eager to return to their old lives. The end of this 

pandemic inevitably will come, as it has with every 

previous one humankind has experienced.

If we have anything to learn from the history of the 

1918 influenza pandemic, as well as our experience 

thus far with COVID-19, however, it is that a prema-

ture return to pre-pandemic life risks more cases and 

more deaths.

And today’s Americans have significant advantages 

over those of a century ago. We have a much better un-

derstanding of virology and epidemiology. We know 

that social distancing and masking work to help save 

lives. Most critically, we have multiple safe and effec-

tive vaccines that are being deployed, with the pace 

of vaccinations increasingly weekly. Sticking with 

all these coronavirus-fighting factors or easing off on 

them could mean the difference between a new disease 

surge and a quicker end to the pandemic. COVID-19 

is much more transmissible than influenza, and several 

troubling SARS-CoV-2 variants are already spreading 

around the globe. The deadly third wave of influenza 

in 1919 shows what can happen when people prema-

turely relax their guard. (Courtesy https://theconver-

sation.com/)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Armistice Day celebrations on Nov. 11, 1918, worried public health experts as 
people crowded together in cities across the U.S. (AP Photo)

People Got Tired Of All The Restrictions 

People Got Fed Up With Flu 
Pandemic Measures One Hundred 

Years Ago – And Paid A Price
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