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U.S. consumer prices surge 1n May, record-
ing largest 12-month increase since 2008

WASHINGTON, June 10 (Xinhua) -- U.S.
consumer prlces rose 0.6 percent in May, with a

Department reported Thursday.

That marks the largest 12-month increase since a
5.4-percent increase for the period ending August
2008, according to the report.

The latest data followed a 0.8-percent growth in
consumer price index (CPI) in April, the report
showed.

In May, the 0.6-percent month-on-month growth
in CPI continued to be partially driven by the
7.3-percent surge for the index of used cars and
trucks, which accounted for about a third of the
all-items increase.

The food index was up by 0.4 percent in May, the
same level of growth in April.

The energy index, meanwhile, was unchanged in
May, with a decline in the gasoline index again

12-month increase of 5.0 percent, the U.S. Labor F

offse_:tting increases in the electricity and natural B iden fac e S

gas indexes.

Excluding the volatile food and energy catego-
ries, the so-called core CPI rose 0.7 percent in
May, following a 0.9-percent increase in April.

The index for all items excluding food and ener-
gy rose 3.8 percent over the last 12 months, the
largest 12-month increase since the period ending
June 1992.

For months, the annual core CPI had been below
2 percent, the central bank’s inflation target,
until April, when it saw a 3.0-percent 12-month
increase.

U.S. firms are facing rising costs
and labor shortages amid supply
chain disruptions, according to the
Federal Reserve’s latest survey on
economic conditions, known as the
Beige Book, released last week.

Fed governor Lael Brainard recently
said the supply-demand mismatches
at the sectoral level, which pushed
up consumer prices and held back
more hiring, are likely to be tem-
®porary, and urged the central bank
to remain steady on its ultra-loose
monetary policy.

The Fed has pledged to keep its
benchmark interest rates unchanged
at the record-low level of near zero,
hile continuing its asset purchase
program at least at the current pace
of 120 billion U.S. dollars per

Wealee@scdaily.com
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Despite a 20% pullback in

rope during

LONDON, June 10 (Xinhua) -- U.S.
President Joe Biden arrived in Brit-
ain on Wednesday evening for his
first overseas visit since his election
victory, but he may find himself in
an awkward position while trying to
mend transatlantic relations.

Biden will attend the summit of
Group of Seven (G7) in Britain’s
southwestern resort of Carbis Bay on
Friday, before heading to Brussels
for NATO and EU-U.S. summits next
week. He will then fly to Geneva

to meet Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

His trip is overshadowed not only
by the newly exposed scandal of
U.S. spying on European politicians,
but also other issues that threaten to
divide the Western allies.

TRUST UNDERMINED

Across Europe, eyebrows are being
raised as Biden set his foot on Brit-
ain, the first leg of his European tour.
Recent reports of U.S. spying on
European politicians, including Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel, has
triggered an uproar among European
leaders and further strained transat-
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home go up $36,000. The
price of steel products also
evo went up 270% last year.

In 2017 and 2018 President
Trump wanted to protect
domestic jobs by adding
tariffs on steel and the lumber
industry

Lot of economists believe the
high tariffs are hurting our
economy in many ways.
Meanwhile, both the steel and
lumber industries are strongly
urging Biden to keep the

lantic ties.

France and Germany have deplored
the alleged spying as ‘““‘unacceptable,”
and demanded ““full clarity” from the
U.S. side. French President Emmanuel
Macron called for “complete transpar-
ency and resolution of the matter by
our Danish and American partners.” In
response, Merkel said she “could only
agree’ with Macron’s comments.

It is yet to be seen how the allies will be
able to rebuild trust.

Meanwhile, Europe is still reeling

from the repercussions left by Donald
Trump’s administration, said Julian
Mueller-Kaler, a researcher at the Ber-
lin-based thinktank German Council on
Foreign Relations.

“The Trump administration’s ‘Amer-
ica First’ policy was very disturbing,

because it didn’t necessarily listen to
European economic interests,”” Muel-
ler-Kaler told Xinhua.

“I think that the four years of the Trump
presidency have left Europe somewhat
standing on the sidelines, wondering
about the transatlantic relationship in
American leadership,” he said.
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awkward reality in Eu-
maiden overseas trip

““So there’s quite a bit of symbol-
ism attached to the trip that Biden
is making,”” he added.

THORNY ISSUE OF NORTH-
ERN IRELAND

Among other issues that po-
tentially divide the allies, such
as NATO defense budget, Air-
bus-Boeing dispute and vaccine
sharing, Northern Ireland in

the context of Brexit may stand
as another thorny issue during
Biden’s trip to Europe.

The British government has
threatened to unilaterally extend
the customs grace period on Irish
Sea border checks over imports
of some products to Northern
Ireland from Great Britain, over
which the EU is vowing retalia-
tion.

Tariffs Are Not The Only
Solution

We also want to point out that
the world economy is
chaﬂgmgnand the fact we all
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Action Aims To Counter
Beijing’s Vaccine Diplomac

Japan, U.S. Pledge To Donate
Billions Of Dollars To COVAX

-

- h
U.S. President Joe Biden (R) and Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga of Japan leave

the Rose Garden at the conclusion of a news conference at the White House in

Washington, DC. The two leaders met to discuss issues including China, human
rights, supply chain resilience and other topics on April 16, 2021. (Doug Mills-Pool/

Getty Images)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Japan and United States have recently
pledged to donate more COVID-19 vac-
cines and funding to developing countries
through the COVAX global sharing scheme
to counter the Chinese communist regime’s
vaccine diplomacy.

At the COVID-19 Vaccines Global Ac-
cess (COVAX) summit on June 2 in Japan,
summit chairman Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga pledged that Japan would
donate 30 million doses of vaccines pro-
duced in Japan to other countries through
the COVAX program.

Suga also announced that Japan would do-
nate $800 million—four times its original
commitment—to fund free vaccines for low
and middle-income countries around the
world. Together with its previous donations,
Japan has given $1 billion to the program,
making it the second largest donor in the
world only next to the U.S.’s $2.5 billion.
COVAX is jointly led by the Global Al-
liance for Vaccines and Immunization

(GAVI), Epidemic Preparedness Innova-
tions (CEPI), and the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). The platform aims to
deliver 1.8 billion doses of vaccine to 30
percent of the population who live in low
and middle-income countries.

New pledges from countries during the
summit saw total donations increase to
$9.6 billion to procure and deliver vac-
cines to developing countries. Previous-
ly, the European Union has promised to
donate 100 million doses of vaccine, and
the United States has pledged to donate

80 million doses.
-y _ S ]

U.S. President Joe Biden (R) and

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga of Ja-
pan hold a news conference in the Rose
Garden of the White House in Wash-
ington, D.C. The two leaders met to
discuss issues including human rights,
China, supply chain resilience, and
other topics on April 16, 2021. (Doug
Mills-Pool/Getty Images)

Many China experts have pointed out
that the donations from Japan, U.S., and
EU are to counter the Chinese regime’s
“vaccine diplomacy,” where the Chi-
nese Communist Party provides Chi-
nese-made vaccines to other countries
in an effort to secure political influence
over recipient countries, Radio of Free
Asia (RFA) reported. Japan and the Unit-
ed States are now leading the world’s
vaccine aid, calling on other countries to
unite and support developing countries in
order to contain communist China.

The Chinese regime has sold 683 million
doses of its COVID-19 vaccines through
bilateral agreements with other coun-
tries, which in some cases have enabled
the regime to directly pressure and influ-
ence the recipient countries, according to
RFA.

China joined the COVAX program in
October 2020 and promised to provide
10 million doses of Chinese-made vac-
cine to COVAX in February 2021, which
is far less than the vaccines it has export-
ed through bilateral relations. The WHO
announced on June 1 that China’s Sino-
vac vaccine was approved for emergency
use, and it would be included in the CO-
VAX procurement list led by the WHO,
along with the Chinese Sinopharm vac-

cines which were approved by the WHO
on May 7.

Experts have also pointed out that Chi-
na prefers to export its vaccines through
bilateral relations to better serve the re-
gime’s strategic and economic goals.

However, if the wvaccines are donated
through the WHO and COVAX, it means
that the Chinese regime will lose control
over where the vaccines go and won’t be
the direct benefactor who has an opportuni-
ty to influence over others. In contrast, U.S.
Secretary of State Blinken emphasized on
June 1 that the United States would “work
in coordination with COVAX” and “distrib-
ute vaccines without political requirements
of those receiving them.”

The Chinese regime has been pushing its
vaccine diplomacy since last year. Hunga-
ry, an EU member and one of the few East
European countries that bought the Chinese
vaccines in March, has since vetoed EU res-
olutions to condemn the Chinese regime’s
human rights abuses in Hong Kong and
against Uyghurs in Xinjiang. The regime’s
vaccine diplomacy has alarmed the interna-
tional community.

In late May, the Chinese regime blocked
Taiwan from obtaining Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccines while pushing Chinese vaccines
for the self-ruled island in an attempt to
launch vaccine warfare against Taiwan.

However, vaccine aid to Taiwan from Japan
and the United States has brought an end to
the CCP’s scheme. With backing from the
United States, Taiwan has been included as
a recipient in the COVAX program.

GA medical staff prepares a vaccine
against COVID-19 coronavirus at the
Far Eastern Memorial Hospital in New
Taipei City, Taiwan, on March 22, 2021.
(SAM YEH/AFP via Getty Images)

Japan sent 1.24 million doses of the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine to Taiwan on a flight num-
bered JL809 on June 4, a date regarded as
taboo by the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). In Beijing’s Tiananmen Square 32
years ago—June 4, 1989—the CCP dis-
patched its military and brutally killed an

estimated tens of thousands of unarmed
students and citizens who were peacefully
demonstrating for freedom and democra-
cy around the ‘Gate of Heavenly Peace.’
The regime has banned any commemo-
ration of the brutal massacre in mainland
China since then and in Hong Kong since
2020 on the anniversaries of the massacre.
However, in Taiwan, a Chinese society
that is not ruled by the CCP, June 4 was
commemorated both in official and pri-
vate activities.

On June 5, Taiwanese lawmaker Wang
Ting-yu stated that the CCP treats human
life and pandemic prevention as political
capital, which he said is cruel and disgust-
ing.

AR
e

JA man lays flowers to commemorate
the victims of the 1989 Tiananmen
Square crackdown in Beijing, during
a vigil in front of Liberty Square in
Taipei, Taiwan, on June 4, 2021. (SAM
YEH/AFP via Getty Images)

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen posted
on Facebook: “On June 4, the vaccine
from Japan is arriving in Taiwan. We are
grateful for the timely assistance from
partners who also uphold the values of
freedom and democracy. This gives Tai-
wan more confidence in democracy.”

She continued: “We will never forget, on
this day 32 years ago, the young people
who sacrificed their lives in Tiananmen
Square, and our friends in Hong Kong
who have always commemorated the June
4 Movement by candlelight year after year.
I believe all Taiwanese who are proud of
freedom and democracy will never forget
this day in history, and will firmly stick
with their beliefs and will not be shaken
by challenges.” (Courtesy https://www.
theepochtimes.com)

Southern
- DAILY.

A psychologist plays with Palestinian girl Suzy Eshkuntana as part of a mental health support -
session in Gaza City, June 3, 2021. Three weeks since Eshkuntana was pulled from the rubble
of her house, destroyed by an Israeli air strike, the six-year-old girl has barely spoken except
to ask for her mother and four siblings who were killed that day. Her life turned upside down,
Suzy and her father are now living with her uncle, who said she barely eats, doesn’t sleep well
and cannot muster the will to play. REUTERS/Mohammed Salem

Relatives of Palestinian security man Adham Alioh, who was killed by Israeli forces according
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to the health ministry, mourn during his funeral in Nablus in the Israeli-occupied West Bank
June 10, 2021. REUTERS/Raneen Sawafta

A man photographs “Mount
Recyclemore”, a sculpture
depicting the G7 leaders looking
towards Carbis Bay, made from
electronic waste by Joe Rush
and Alex Wreckage, ahead of the
G7 summit at Hayle Towans in
Cornwall, Britain, June 8, 2021.
REUTERS/Tom Nicholson

Marshall, 3, sits and
eats his lunch in front
of a piece of artwork
entitled “In The End
Is The Beginning” by
Nadav Kander during
the Estuary 2021 Fes-
tival in Shoeburyness,
Britain June 10, 2021.
REUTERS/Andy
Couldridge

The head from a Ryerson University statue of Egerton Ryerson, considered one of the archi-
tects of Canada’s residential school system, is seen after its removal, at 1492 Land Back Lane
reclamation camp set up by Six Nations of the Grand River in Caledonia, Ontario, Canada June
9, 2021. REUTERS/Carlos Osorio

A cicada sits on the neck
of President Joe Biden as
he and first lady Jill Biden
depart for England from
Joint Base Andrews in
Maryland, June 9, 2021.
REUTERS/Kevin La-
marque
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Key Questions
About COVID-19
Vaccine Mandates

Texas Hospital Workers
Sue Over Vaccine Mandates

Houston Methodist Hospital, Houston, Texas

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

June 1, 2021 -- A group of 117 people who
work at Houston Methodist Health Sys-
tem has filed a lawsuit against the medical
center, objecting to its policy of requiring
employees and contractors to be vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 or risk losing their
jobs.

Plaintiffs include Jennifer Bridges, a med-
ical-surgical nurse at the hospital who has
become the public face and voice of health
care workers who object to mandatory
vaccination, as well as Bob Nevens, the
hospital’s director of corporate risk.
Nevens says the hospital was requir-
ing him to be vaccinated even though he
doesn’t treat patients and has been work-
ing from home for most of the past year.

“My civil rights and liberties have been

SO

trampled on,” he says in comments
posted on an online petition. “My
right to protect myself from unknown
side effects of these vaccines has been
placed below the optics of ‘Leading
Medicine.””

Nevens says in his comments that he
was fired on April 15, although the law-
suit says he is currently employed by
the hospital’s corporate office.

Tweet
COVID-19 Evidence-Based Clinical
Response Panel

A

05/30/2021
100 Texas Hospital Workers Sue Em-

@cov19treatments Over
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ployer Over Mandate. A lawsuit filed
on behalf of 117 employees at Houston
Methodist Hospital

claims they are being forced “to subject
themselves to medical experimentation.”
Could be fatal--they know it.

The Texas attorney who filed the lawsuit,
Jared Woodfill, is known to champion
conservative causes. In March 2020, he
challenged Harris County’s stay-at-home
order, charging that it violated religious
liberty. He was chairman of the Harris
County Republican Party for more than a
decade. His website says he is a frequent
guest on the local Fox News affiliate.
The lawsuit hinges on a section of the
federal law that authorizes emergen-
cy use of medical products: U.S. Code
360bbb-3.

That law says people who get the med-
ical product should be informed “of the
option to accept or refuse administra-
tion of the product, of the consequence,
if any, of refusing administration of the
product, and of the alternatives to the
product that are available and of their
benefits and risks.”

Legal experts are split on what the pro-
vision means for vaccination mandates.
Courts have not yet weighed in on how
they stand on the law.
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The petition also repeats a popular an-
ti-vaccination argument that likens re-
quiring a vaccine approved for emergen-
cy use to the kind of medical experiments
done by Nazi doctors on Jewish prison-
ers in concentration camps.

It says forcing people to choose between
an experimental vaccine and a job is a
violation of the Nuremberg Code, which
says that human subjects must voluntari-
ly and knowingly consent to taking part
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in research.

In fact, the vaccines have already been
tested in clinical trials. People who are
getting them now are not part of those
studies, though vaccine makers, regula-

tors, and safety experts are still watching |

closely for any sign of problems tied to
the new shots.

It is true, however, that, the Emergency
Use Authorization granted by the FDA
speeded up the process of getting the
vaccines onto market. Vaccine makers
are now completing the process of sub-
mitting documents required for a full bi-
ologics license application, or BLA, the
tool the FDA uses for full approval.

Houston Methodist sent an email to em-
ployees in April, giving them until June
7 to start the vaccination process or ap-
ply for a medical or religious exemption.
Those who decide not to will be termi-
nated.

Marc Boom, MD, the health care sys-
tem’s president and CEO, has explained
that the policy is in place to protect pa-
tients and has claimed to be the first in
the U.S. to require it. Other hospitals,
including the University of Pennsylva-
nia Health System, have since followed
in requiring COVID vaccines. (Courtesy
https://www.webmd.com/v)
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99 Ranch Market is not affiliated with and is not an agent or representative of any company named herein, 9 Ranch Market and / or its affiliates, subsidiaries,agents and employees do not represent, sponsor or endorse the accuracy, reliability, content or advertisements, whether
in text or graphical form, contained herein. Content provided and maintained by third parties are for advertisement and informational purposes only and constitute neither an endorsement nor 2 recommendation by %9 Ranch Market. The presence of such advertisement on
the premise of 99 Ranch Market does nat imply endorsement of the advertised company or product. 99 Ranch Market has no control and assumes no responsibility as to the performance or accuracy of products and services and services provided by third parties.



	0611FRI_C1_Print.pdf (p.1)
	0611FRI_C2_Print.pdf (p.2)
	0611FRI_C3_Print.pdf (p.3)
	0611FRI_C4_Print.pdf (p.4)
	0611FRI_C5_Print.pdf (p.5)
	0611FRI_C6_Print.pdf (p.6)
	0611FRI_C7_Print.pdf (p.7)
	0611FRI_C8_Print.pdf (p.8)

