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U.S. Justice Department to probe subpoenas of

Democratic lawmaker records in Trump’s era

WASHINGTON, June 11 (Xinhua) -- The U.S.
Justice Department (DOJ)’s internal watchdog
said on Friday it will probe subpoenas seeking
secret seizure of data from Democratic law-
makers and reporters during investigations ini-
tiated under former President Donald Trump’s
administration.

“The review will examine the Department’s
compliance with applicable DOJ policies and
procedures, and whether any such uses, or the
investigations, were based upon improper con-
siderations,” Michael Horowitz, DOJ’s inspec-
tor general, said in a statement.

The move came in the wake of news of a DOJ
decision in Trump’s era to issue subpoenas
seeking metadata from House Intelligence
Committee Chair Adam Schiff and fellow
committee member Eric Swalwell during leak
investigations, according to a report by The
Hill.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and
Judiciary Committee Chair Dick Durbin also
called for two former attorneys general, Bill

Barr and Jeff Sessions, to testify before the

Senate Judiciary Committee. CHICAGO, June 11 (Xinhua)

-- U.S. Midwest state of I1li-
nois, including the country’s
third largest city of Chicago,
fully reopened on Friday
amid jitters.

“The revelation that the Trump Justice Depart-
ment secretly subpoenaed metadata of House
Intelligence Committee Members and staff and
their families, including a minor, is shocking.
This is a gross abuse of power and an assault
on the separation of powers,” Schumer and

R A ’ By fully reopening, it means
Durbin said in a joint statement on Friday.

going outside without a mask
or gathering in small groups
with other vaccinated friends,
increasing social interactions
and dropping restrictions
incrementally.

To carry out a subpoena on Barr or Sessions,
Judiciary Committee Democrats would need
the support of at least one Republican given the
committee’s even split between the parties.

The DOJ last month notified reporters at three
different outlets their records were sought in
similar investigations and dropped the gag
orders limiting disclosure of the seizure

While some people are hail-
ing a return to near-normalcy
and planning various cele-
brations, some others express
the concern that COVID-19
safety measures might be
dropping too quickly, Chicago Tri-
bune reported Friday.

Roughly 54 percent of adults in Illi-
nois are fully vaccinated, according
to state health statistics. The state is
far off from reaching herd immunity
of 80 percent, a threshold some health
experts have estimated.

Chicago is averaging just 79 new
coronavirus cases per day, compared

with days when cases topped 3,000 in
the city. The daily case number is down
41 percent since last week.

Allison Arwady, Chicago’s public
health commissioner, on Thursday cited
the city’s rapidly declining COVID-19
numbers as the reason to be confident
about Friday’s full reopening in the city
and state.

But she also added that the city contin-
ues to recommend that anyone who is
not vaccinated, including young chil-
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dren, wear a mask, particularly
while indoors.

Chicago has beaten other U.S.
large cities in fully reopening.
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accines Are On The Wa

half a billion that the president has made such a
doses and will try  move to help the people of the world. In
to deliver it to all the last sixteen months many areas of
the world. The the globe have-been suffenng S0 much,
 president said_ _ n
' that there we

-couintries will be stil in chaos.

Wea H. Lee

Wealee@scdaily.com

had more people dlem:the Umted States
than anywhere in the world nearly 600,
000 of our fellow Americans. We know
the tragedy and
to recovery.”

Chairman of International District Houston Texas

Publisher Southern Daily Wea H. Lee

Southern News Group Chairman / CEO

Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center
Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas

Today American workers will now
produce vaccines that will save lives in
Africa, Asia and Latin America for
people they have never visited.

The White House has already secured
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U.S. President Joe
Biden, Britain’s Prime
Minister Boris John-
son, European Council
President Charles
Michel, Japan’s Prime
Minister Yoshihide
Suga and Italy’s Prime
Minister Mario Draghi
stand for a family pho-
to during the G7 sum-
mit in Carbis Bay, June
11, 2021. REUTERS/

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson, U.S. President Joe Biden and his wife Jill Biden,
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and Canada’s Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau along with Britain’s Queen Elizabeth and Prince Charles attend a drinks reception on
the sidelines of the G7 summit, at the Eden Project in Cornwall, Britain June 11, 2021. Jack
Hill/Pool via REUTERS

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson gestures next to German Chancellor Angela Merkel
during the G7 summit in Carbis Bay, June 11, 2021. REUTERS/Phil Noble/Pool

France’s President Emmanuel Macron, U.S. President Joe Biden, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen and Italy’s Prime Minister Mario Draghi walk along the board-
walk during the G7 summit in Carbis Bay, June 11, 2021. REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque/Pool

A cicada sits on the neck
of President Joe Biden as
he and first lady Jill Biden
depart for England from
Joint Base Andrews in
Maryland, June 9, 2021.
REUTERS/Kevin La-
marque

A man photographs “Mount
Recyclemore”, a sculpture
depicting the G7 leaders looking
towards Carbis Bay, made from
electronic waste by Joe Rush
and Alex Wreckage, ahead of the
G7 summit at Hayle Towans in
Cornwall, Britain, June 8, 2021.
REUTERS/Tom Nicholson
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Celebrating Asian American And

Pacific Islander Heritage Month

Six Charts That Shed Light
On Images Of Asian
Americans Held By Many

By Connie Hanzhang Jin - NPR Writer

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

“Smart.” “Hard-working.” “Nice.” Those
were among the adjectives that respondents
offered up in a recent poll when asked to
describe Asian Americans.
The poll, conducted by the nonprofit Lead-
ing Asian Americans to Unite for Change
(LAAUNCH), was another all-too-familiar
reminder that Asian Americans are still per-
ceived as the “model minority.”
Since the end of World War II, this myth
about Asian Americans and their perceived
collective success has been used as a racial
wedge — to minimize the role racism plays
in the struggles of other minority groups,
such as Black Americans.
Characterizing Asian Americans as a mod-
el minority flattens the diverse experiences
of Asian Americans into a singular, narrow
narrative. And it paints a misleading picture
about the community that doesn’t align with
current statistics.
Here’s a look at some common misconcep-
tions driven by the model minority myth.
Myth: Asian Americans are a single
monolithic group

Currently, more than 22 million people
of Asian descent live in the U.S., mak-
ing up approximately 7% of the nation’s
population. They trace their heritage to
different regions around the world, with
people of East Asian and Southeast Asian
descent making up the largest shares,
though no group makes up a majority.
More than 1.5 million Pacific Islanders,
who descend from Micronesia, Melane-
sia or Polynesia, live in the U.S. as well.
ASIAN AMERICANS TRACE
THEIR HERITAGE TO DIFFER-
ENT REGIONS OF THE WORLD
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NOTES Islanders, at 60%. The white population grew by only 1% in that time.
The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian de- Myth: Asian Americans are high earning and well educated

scent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset of  Asian Americans have a median household income of around $78,000
countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be people  a year, which is higher than the national median of about $66,000.

outside of this classification who self-identify as Asian. However, that overall statistic obscures large differences among differ-
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community  ent Asian-origin groups.

Survey These economic disparities are partially driven by similar disparities in
Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR education levels among Asian Americans. The highest-earning groups
Academics and activists trace the term “Asian American” — Indian American and Taiwanese American households — also have

to 1968, when students at the University of California, the highest levels of education, while the lowest-earning groups have
Berkeley, founded the Asian American Political Alliance.  comparatively lower levels of education.

At the time, the group sought to unite students of Japanese,
Chinese and Filipino descent to fight for political and social
recognition.

Key Disparities In Income And Education Among
Different Asian American Groups

“Asian Americans and Paciﬁc Islanders” (AAPI) iS a term Unpacked, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders' income is wide-ranging

Median household income, 2013-2015

that has its roots in the 1980s and ‘90s, when the U.S.
Census Bureau used the “Asian Pacific American” clas-
sification to group Asians, Native Hawaiians and Pacific
Islanders together. In 1997, the bureau disaggregated the
categories into “Asian” and “Pacific Islander.”

Scholars and activists have critiqued both terms for mask-
ing differences in histories and needs among communities,
as well as supporting the myth that Asian Americans are a
monolithic group.

Within these regional groups, a huge variety of ethnicities
exist within the Asian American community. People who
identify their heritage as Chinese, Indian or Filipino make
up the largest share.

MANY ETHNICITIES FALL UNDER THE
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Unpacked, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders' college attainment highly differs

ASIAN AMERICAN UMBRELLA Share with a bachelor's degree or highe’r; 2‘013-‘2‘0

Ethnicity and national origin of the Asian American population, 2012
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The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian

[}

f the U.S. Census Bure

e ¥

descent as anyone who traces their heritage to a subset NOTES
of countries in the continent of Asia. But there may be
people outside of this classification who self-identify as
Asian.

These numbers have risen rapidly in recent years. The
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The U.S. Census Bureau classifies a person of Asian descent as any-
one who traces their heritage to a subset of countries in the continent
of Asia. But there may be people outside of this classification who

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 American Community Survey

or ethnic group in the U.S., growing by 81% from 2000 Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR

to 2019. The Hispanic population saw the second-fastest
growth, at 70%, followed by Native Hawaiians and Pacific

(Continued On Page C4)
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Six Charts That Shed Light On Images
Of Asian Americans Held By Many

INDIAN AMERICAN HOUSEHOLDS ARE THE HIGHEST-EARNING
GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF $127,000 A YEAR.
ON THE OTHER END OF THE SCALE, BURMESE AMERICAN HOUSE-
HOLDS ARE THE LOWEST-EARNING GROUP, WITH A MEDIAN HOUSE-

HOLD INCOME OF $46,000 A YEAR.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

In fact, a 2018 Pew Research Center study
found that Asian Americans were the most
economically divided racial or ethnic group
in the U.S., with Asian Americans in the top
10th of the income distribution making 10.7
times more than those in the bottom 10th.
Myth: Asian Americans immigrate to the
U.S. in the “right” way

More than half of those who identify as
Asian American and at least 17% of Pacific
Islanders were born outside the U.S., ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The Asian American community has the
highest proportion of immigrants of any
ethnic or racial group in the United States.
Yet, Asian Americans are often overlooked
in debates about immigration reform.
Asians have a wide range of reasons for
immigrating to the U.S., including those
coming as refugees or asylum-seekers. Out
of the almost 11 million estimated undocu-
mented immigrants in the U.S., around 1.5
million (14%) are from Asia, according to
the Migration Policy Institute.

A LARGE NUMBER OF ASIANS IN

AMERICA ARE UNAUTHO-
RIZED IMMIGRANTS

Out of the top 10 most common ori-
gin countries for unauthorized immi-
grants in the U.S., an estimated one
million people come from India, China
or the Philippines.

ORIGIN EST. NUMBER OF UNAUTHORIZED

COUNTRY: IMMIGRANTS: SRR,
Mexicor 3,372,000 3l%e
El Salvadore 750,000 The
Guatemala: 368,000+ e
India? 4690000 e
Honduras 42,0000 &%
Chings 304000 e
Philippiness 2330000 Wee
Dominican Republic: 191000+ Ve
Colombias 182,000 o

Brazile 1450000 1%

NOTES Data as of 2018, Source: Migration Policy Institute Credit: Connie
Hanzhang Jn/NPR+

Heightened immigration enforcement
has also impacted Asian Americans.
From 2015 to 2018, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement arrested about
15,000 immigrants from Asia, according

to a report by the nonprofit Asian Amer-
icans Advancing Justice.

The report also found that Southeast
Asian immigrants were three to four
times more likely to be deported for
old criminal convictions compared with
other immigrant groups. Out of the ap-
proximately 16,000 Southeast Asians
with final removal orders in that period,
more than 13,000 had removal orders

In response, the House of Representatives
passed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act on
May 18. The bill would have the Justice
Department appoint a point person to ex-
pedite the review of hate crimes related to
COVID-19. It would also direct resources
toward making the reporting of hate crimes
more accessible.

that were based on old criminal convic-
tions.

Myth: Asian Americans Face Less
Systemic Racism And Discrimination
Since the coronavirus pandemic started,
hate crimes and violence against Asian
Americans have increased. In an April
survey conducted by the Pew Research

Despite increased news coverage of vari-
ous attacks against Asian Americans and
the upcoming legislation, the LAAUNCH
survey, which was conducted between
March 29 to April 14, found that 37% of
white Americans were not aware of in-
creased incidents of hate crimes.

Center, 32% of Asian American adults
— a greater percentage than any other
racial or ethnic group — said that they
feared someone might threaten or phys-
ically attack them.

ASTAN AMERICANS AND OTHER
GROUPS REPORT NEGATIVE
EXPERIENCES SINCE THE
START OF THE PANDEMIC

But anti-Asian bias and discrimination are
not new to the pandemic. To understand
the current climate, it’s important to look
at historical context. In past periods of
national tension, especially during times

hen the U.S. ha n at war with Asian
About four-in-ten Americans say it is more common for whe eU.S s bee S

people to express racist views about people who are countries, anti-Asian racism has similarly
Asian than before COVID-19 risen.

% saying itis___ for people to express racist or racially insensitive views . . .

about each of the following groups in our society compared to before the Myth : Asian Americans are falrly repre-

coronavirus outbreak

e - _— sented in leadership positions
| mm | S S The recent LAAUNCH survey also found
- # ® that almost half of Americans incorrectly

People who are Black E‘ 59 . . .
) believe that Asian Americans are over-

People who are white 14 66 . . .
P B - represented or fairly represented in senior
“Asian adults were interviewed in English only. positions within American companies, pol-
Note: Share of respondents who didn't offer an answer not shown. White, Black and Asian . .
adults include those who report being only one race and are not Hispanic. Hispanics are of itics, media or other realms.
any race.
Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted June 4-10, 2020. 1 1 1 -
S T 0N e I TERILY, Asian Americans are underrepre

COVID-19 Outbreak”

sented in these positions of power, holding
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

about 3% of these positions in comparison
with composing 7% of the U.S. population,
a report from The New York Times found
last year.

Share of respondents who say each of
the following has happened to them
since the coronavirus outbreak because
of their race or ethnicity.

NOTES

Asian American adults were inter-

More specifically, Asian Americans have
the lowest degree of representation in polit-
ical office compared with any other racial

viewed in English only. Sample does or ethnic group.

not include Pacific Islanders. Asian Americans Are The Most
Source: Pew Research Center survey of
U.S. adults conducted April 5-11.

Credit: Connie Hanzhang Jin/NPR Group

Politically Underrepresented

When it comes to holding elected office,
as of last year Asian Americans were
underrepresented relative to their pop-
ulation by a differential of -85%. White
people were overrepresented by 46%.

Number of non-White House and Senate members
by race/ethnicity

Black
™ Hispanic 4 R—
= Asian American Al
= Native American 2 [P

-

Asian Americans are even underrepresent-
ed in states with a high concentration of
Asian American residents, like New York
and California, according to a report by the
Reflective Democracy Campaign.

Especially since the start of collective
activism among Asian Americans in the
1960s, Asian Americans have had a rich
history of political activism and involve-
ment. But that history has not always trans-

lated to greater representation in political
leadership.
-

One finding in the LAAUNCH survey
may point to answers: 92% of Americans
polled said they were comfortable with
Asian Americans as doctors or friends, but
only 85% said they were comfortable with
an Asian American as a boss and 73% as a
president of the United States.

Despite these perceptions, Asian Ameri-
cans are pushing forward. Asian Ameri-
cans increased their voter turnout rate by
more than any other racial or ethnic group
in the 2020 election and in part helped Joe
Biden win Georgia. In that same year, 158
Asian Americans ran for state legislatures,
the highest number since the 2018 mid-
terms. (Courtesy https://www.npr.org/)
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Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any
traditional rice dish.

Available at Your Favorite Distributor

(Riviana )

Contact: Cesar Vazquez
Phone: 713-535-8215
E-mail: cvazquez@riviana.com
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Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.
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