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Russian forces regrouping on
Kyiv outskirts after setbacks
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VIV, Ukraine, March 11 (Reuters) - Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy said on Friday
Ukraine had reached a “strategic turning
point” in the conflict with Russia, but

Russian forces bombarded cities across the

country and appeared to be regrouping for
a possible assault on the capital Kyiv.

The governor of the Kharkiv region, on
the Russian border, said a psychiatric
hospital had been hit, and the mayor of the
city of Kharkiv said about 50 schools had
been destroyed there.

In the besieged southern city of Mariupol,
the city council said at least 1,582 civil-
ians had been killed as a result of Russian
shelling and a 12-day blockade that has
left hundreds of thousands trapped with no
food, water, heat or power.

Russia’s defence ministry said the Black
Sea port was now completely surrounded
and Ukrainian officials accused Russia of
deliberately preventing civilians getting
out and humanitarian convoys getting in.

A new effort to evacuate civilians along
a humanitarian corridor appeared to have
failed. read more

“The situation is critical,” Ukrainian inte-
rior ministry adviser Vadym Denysenko
said.

Western countries meanwhile took more
steps to try to force Russian President
Vladimir Putin to end his assault on
Ukraine.

U.S. President Joe Biden said the G7 in-
dustrialised nations would revoke Russia’s
“most favoured nation” trade status. He
also announced a U.S. ban on imports of
Russian seafood, alcohol and diamonds.

European Union leaders meeting in France
said they were ready to impose harsher
economic sanctions on Russia and might
give Ukraine more funds for arms. But
they rejected Ukraine’s request to join the
bloc.

At a meeting with Belarus President Alex-
ander Lukashenko, Putin said there were
“certain positive shifts” in talks with Kyiv,
but did not elaborate.

GEARING UP

With the Russian assault now in its third
week, Zelenskiy, who has rallied his
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people with a series of addresses, said
Ukraine had “already reached a strategic
turning point”.

“It is impossible to say how many

days we still have (ahead of us) to free
Ukrainian land. But we can say we will
do it,” he said. “We are already moving
towards our goal, our victory.”

Russia’s main attack force has been
stalled on roads north of Kyiv, having
failed in what Western analysts say was an
initial plan for a lightning assault.

But images released by private U.S. sat-
ellite firm Maxar showed armoured units
manoeuvring in and through towns close
to an airport on Kyiv’s northwest out-
skirts, site of fighting since Russia landed
paratroopers there in the first hours of the
war.

Other elements had repositioned near the
settlement of Lubyanka just to the north,
with artillery howitzers in firing positions,
Maxar said.

Britain’s Defence Ministry said Russia
appeared to gearing up for new offensive

activity in the coming days that would
probably include operations against
Kyiv.

However, the Russian ground forces
were still making only limited prog-
ress, hampered by logistical problems
and Ukrainian resistance, it said in its
intelligence update.

The Ukrainian general staff said
Russian forces were regrouping after
taking heavy losses. Ukrainian troops
had pushed some back to “unfavour-
able positions” near the Belarus border
to the rear of the main Russian col-
umn, it said.

“Our opponent has been halted in
practically every direction by air
strikes, rocket fire and ground at-
tacks,” presidential adviser Oleksiy
Arestovych told a news briefing.

He said Ukrainian fighters had staged
counter-attacks near Kyiv and in
Kharkiv.

Kyiv mayor and former heavyweight
boxing champion Vitali Klitschko told
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Reuters nearly 2 million people were
still left in the city out of a pre-war
population of 3.5 million.

He said the capital had enough essen-
tial supplies to last a couple of weeks,
and supply lines in and out remained
open for now.

‘WRONG ASSUMPTIONS’

Ukrainian authorities said that near
the eastern town of Izyum, a psychiat-
ric hospital had been hit. Emergency
services said no one was hurt as the
patients were already sheltering in the
basement. read more

Kharkiv governor Oleh Synegubov
called the attack a war crime. Reuters
could not verify the report and there
was no comment from Moscow.

Moscow denies it has been targeting
civilians in what it calls a “special
operation” to disarm and “de-Nazify”
Ukraine.

Three air strikes near a kindergarten in

the central city of Dnipro killed at least
one person on Friday, state emergency

services said.
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Civilians who volunteered to join the Territorial Defence Forces train on
weapons in Odessa, Ukraine, March 11, 2022. REUTERS/Alexandros Avra-
midis

Civilians who volunteered to join the Territorial Defense Forces train on weapons in Odessa,

Ukraine, March 7, 2022. REUTERS/Alexandros Avramidis

Civilians who volunteered to join
the Territorial Defence Forces
train on weapons in Odessa,
Ukraine, March 11, 2022. REU-
TERS/Alexandros Avramidis

A man who volunteered to join
the Territorial Defence Forces
holds a rifle during a weapons
training, following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, in Odessa,
Ukraine, March 11, 2022. REU-
TERS/Alexandros Avramidis

Civilians who volunteered to join the Territorial Defence Forces train on weapons in Odessa,
Ukraine, March 11, 2022. REUTERS/Alexandros Avramidis

Civilians who volunteered
to join the Territorial
Defence Forces train

on weapons in Odessa,
Ukraine, March 11, 2022.
REUTERS/Alexandros
Avramidis




g
\|
4%

English

£HHR

BHR;X  20225%3A12H

Saturday, March 12, 2022

C3

DAILY.:

Make
Today

BUSINESS

U.S. Reaches Out To Oil
States As Prices Rise

Gas prices are seen in front of a blllboard advertlsmg HBO?’s Last Week Tomght in
Los Angeles, March 7, 2022. Three oil regimes that President Joe Biden and past
U.S. leaders have snubbed —Venezuela, Saudi Arabia and Iran — are the targets
of U.S. outreach as global fuel prices hit record highs during the Ukraine crisis. But
it’s not clear any U.S. diplomacy could get more crude on the market fast enough
to help the current supply crunch. (Photo/Jae C. Hong, AP File)

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

(WASHINGTON)-Three checkered oil re-
gimes that President Joe Biden and past U.S.
leaders have spectacularly snubbed — Ven-
ezuela, Saudi Arabia and Iran — are now
targets of U.S. outreach as global fuel prices
reach jarring levels during the Ukraine crisis.
But it’s not clear any U.S. diplomacy could get
more crude oil on the market fast enough to
help the current supply crunch, or tear once-
shunned oil states away from what — for Sau-
di Arabia in particular — are profitable allianc-
es with Russia.

For the Biden administration, the U.S. over-
tures to three problematic oil giants at best
could lead to stabilizing rising oil and gas
prices and draw those governments closer to
the West and away from Russia and China.
At worst, Biden risks humiliating rebuffs and
condemnation for outreach to governments ac-
cused of rights abuses and violence.

“We have an interest globally in maintaining a
... steady supply of energy, including through
diplomatic effort,” Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Wednesday on the moves toward
countries that have been out of U.S. or Biden
administration favor, and in the case of Iran
an armed threat. “We have a multiplicity of
interests, and use diplomacy to try to advance
them.”

The phrasing, as Russia’s war raises the stakes
in many areas, was a change from Biden’s
pointing, at the outset of his presidency, to
democratic values as “America’s abiding ad-
vantage” in diplomacy.

Saudl Arabla has proﬁted rlchly in recent
years from teaming with fellow top petro-
leum producer Russia to keep global oil and
natural gas supply modest and prices high.
And Biden came to office vowing to isolate
the crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman,
and the rest of the Saudi royal family over
abuses that include the 2018 killing of U.S.-
based journalist Jamal Khashoggi.

Biden and the young crown prince are not
known to have ever talked.

“I don’t know whether he’s up to eating that
much crow,” Saudi Arabia analyst David
Ottaway said of attempts now by Biden to
improve his administration’s relations with
Prince Mohammed and Saudi Arabia, the
country that could most easily end the global
supply crunch. “He was gonna make a pariah
of this guy.”

As for Iran and Venezuela, the U.S. would
welcome positive diplomatic outcomes that
bring back oil from those nations, but “the
problem is that in that situation, their nego-
tiation power increases dramatically,” said
Claudio Galimberti, senior vice president of
analysis at Rystad Energy.

“So Iran will make a lot of very steep requests
in order to rejoin the deal and so would Vene-
zuela,” the energy analyst said. Plus, it could
take time to ramp up their production.
Russia’s devastating military invasion of
Ukraine, and resulting market disruptions
and sanctions hitting Russia’s petroleum ex-
ports, helped drive the U.S. average gasoline
price to $4.25 on Wednesday.

Biden announced a ban on Russian oil and
gas imports the day before, compounding
high prices from the OPEC production cap
engineered by Saudi Arabia and non-OPEC
member Russia.

U.S. gas pump prices near a record high

The Biden administration is making cautious
overtures to all three oil giants, Venezuela,
Iran and Saudi Arabia.

In the case of Iran, administration officials
are not publicly linking their diplomacy to
oil, although they are pursuing a deal on
Iran’s nuclear program that could see inter-
national sanctions on that country lifted and
Iran’s oil quickly back on the market legally.
For Biden, failure in the high-profile oil di-
plomacy risks humiliating treatment from
unfriendly rulers abroad, potentially re-elec-
tion-damaging condemnation at home.

And success? Potentially, likewise.

“Our response to (Russian President Vladi-
mir) Putin’s war shouldn’t be to strengthen
our relationship with the Saudis,” tweeted
Minnesota Democratic Rep. Ilhan Omar, cit-
ing Saudi Arabia’s years-long war in neigh-
boring Yemen.

Others in Biden’s Democratic Party have
made clear their objections to any abrupt
U.S. embrace of Saudi Arabia and its crown
prince for the sake of oil.

The GOP is scathing in its criticism of high
oil prices, and any possible thaw with Iran in
particular.

Biden Bans Russian Imports.
Effectively, said Richard Goldberg, a former

National Security Council official under the
Trump administration, the Biden administra-
tion is saying, “They will still be financing
terrorism, but let’s go ahead and buy their
oil.”

Western nations are hoping their cuts in the
use of Russia’s oil can pressure Putin to stop
his attack on Ukraine, though that can create
other problems since nations produce differ-
ent types of oil, which need different kinds
of refineries.

In Venezuela, a high-level U.S. delegation
visited last weekend for the first time since
relations unraveled under socialist leader
Hugo Chavez in the 1990s.

The trip appeared to be met receptively by
President Nicolas Maduro. It was followed
Tuesday by Venezuela releasing two jailed
Americans.

The apparent warming raised the possibility
of a lifting of U.S. sanctions on Venezuela
and eventual return of its oil to markets.

Gas prices are displayed at a gas station
in San Diego, Tuesday, March 8, 2022.
The average price for a gallon of gasoline
in the U.S. hit a record $4.17 on Tuesday
as the country prepares to ban Russian oil
imports. (Photo/Gregory Bull AP)

But even if that breakthrough occurs, Ven-
ezuela’s oil industry might not be ready
to ramp up production in time to help the
current price spike, after years of political
turmoil and disinvestment cramped the in-
dustry.

Removing direct and secondary U.S. restric-
tions on Venezuela’s state-owned oil compa-
ny, if it happens, could boost production by
400,000 barrels per day within a few months,
said Paul Sheldon, chief geopolitical advisor
at S&P Global Commodity Insights.

For Iran, leading countries are in the possible
closing days — one way or the other — of
talks with the Iranians in Vienna aimed at
reimposing limits on Iran’s nuclear program
in exchange for lifting sanctions, including
those that keep Iranian oil off the market.
The Trump administration had taken the U.S.
out of the nuclear deal.

Iran could supply oil
m, quickly, and has the
ability to put more
than 1 million bar-
rels per day on the
market, according to
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energy analysts.

However, Iran’s oil is more likely to go to
other buyers than the U.S. And if the U.S.
allows Russia to freely trade with Tehran,
it could create an opening for Moscow to
“launder” oil sales through Iran, which
could export the oil it might have refined
and instead refine Russian oil in its place,
according to Clearview Energy Partners.
Meanwhile, despite a decades-old strate-
gic alliance between Saudi Arabia and the
United States, including the kingdom’s
dependence on the U.S. military and U.S.
weapons-makers for defense, Prince Mo-
hammed and King Salman show no eager-
ness to help the Biden administration out
of the jam.

Biden early on vowed to make a “pariah”
out of Saudi Arabia’s ruling family over
the killing inside the Saudi consulate in Is-
tanbul of Khashoggi. The U.S. intelligence
community linked it to the crown prince.
But the oil tightening has led Biden offi-
cials to reach out more to the kingdom this
year, including a Biden call to the aging
king last month.

“We’re not going to separate our values
and our interests,” Blinken told reporters
Wednesday. “We’ve made that clear in
everything we’ve done. But we’re work-
ing productively, constructively with those
countries.”

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
together could tap an additional 2 million
barrels per day if they chose. The United
Arab Emirates said Wednesday it will urge
OPEC to consider boosting oil output. But
some OPEC nations may be reluctant to in-
crease production to make up for Russian
shortfalls, since alienating Russia could
make it harder for OPEC to wield its influ-
ence over oil prices.

Personalities aside, “the oil alliance be-
tween Russia and Saudi Arabia has worked
out pretty well,” said Ottaway, the Saudi
Arabia analyst.

“It’s a difficult decision for MBS too, you
know,” he added. “Both MBS and Biden
are in a bind here.” (Courtesy Miami Her-
ald)
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We Need Ammunition, Not A Ride.”

“The Fight Is Here.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Pre51dent of Ukraine
~ Under Seige 2022 ~
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