SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP EfFE#HEREERIEIEER EXa otz ege L o rE o T I = E

The Largest Asian Independent Multi-Media Group in USA Newspaper -Television-Yellowpages-Dsign c 1

ERFRES - ENFEOR - EBUNER St seranaenin

[
¥ R
202246106 E8H 3 ofiE

Friday, June 10, 2022

SOUTHERN CHINESE DAILY NEWS T
‘ } ./;j %’r www.scdaily.com ’ @STVLIVE www.scdai ¢ / g%{g% ﬁEEE%{E% HE%E]I:EI Eﬁl:

INTERNATIORAL ki, e G
e ) = Cell: (832) 540-9918 e g |
s 2 554 s - # 4

www.scdaily.com www.itchouston.org ID:today—america scdaily.com/yellow_pages
G
.Il | c— g *m
D | ca———
= IA

— — u — NMLS #301604
AREEE BE BB AS ES

- EEER - SRES

 RIBZR « DELE « BRER « RERE = 2 1) e
Office:713-952-5031 Rl ¢ FIRMER - ERIS

Fax:713-952-5032 Peter Ma ; 4
E-mail:yangdeging@yahoo.com iz %ﬁ- lg’ : J% %_‘ Ai

6901 CorporateDr Suite 218, Houston, TX 77036 6918 Corporate #A6, Houston, TX 77036
TR e = = F57 PN s s
E=EFMBA - RIEEM%Ed Tel:(713)961-3900  Fax:(713)961-9099

101_ALLWVIN%ZF8123456/C_4 0 RINITY DN I {2 i ARA
%7’(‘ 'i‘&g- F@ Realtor
KNOWME REALTY TEAM =
- = =t sEEEhE,

= o W, GERERME
s BIBHE CRANE

. -HEEE BYES
: - IR 3 KR
Helen Go - TEAE AEEE
helen@helengo.com
281-919-7286 www.helengo.com (-
CHELLE Lug 281-910-6528 prom 713-98156888 mﬁ\;'iIDLAND fﬁ.’;ﬁﬁ’},
KnowMe.Realty@outlook.com Bisi: xesity arove (A S

ROT-TX MIDLAND XFHiithZ#-G02567C_4

ST 4 JLD) RESTAURANT.

SIS EEN TR 722 (Lunchspeciole) NIy

B2 AR (JREIE) B ‘ el

R IR — $21.9902R,

EAREEE i, TN A

e ¥ A A
SR

A BT AT

BRI E AR

mraaREm T (6H)

9 1 . . = A" o | ) % ; )
BB (ER /AT Jeibiee: CERER TR T www.crownseafoodrestaurant.com

Sene
A S H

LUAE832823555000

PEAHPANIHRHEEZS 2N B UREE @
| &

@edilear SRR Te:281-575-1768 Fax:281-575-1763

RO3-CROWN SEAFOOD % i2/#556C_16

EFx5R&kyem

— = . | EAST CAPITAL FUNDING &% ik
S ETZ AR FammEh v A RERGEDHEEN HRANEE RS
& = SONNDR > FROCBRI RS A9 I
ARG , oe Bn OO
: BTN S AERN « FIBR « BIBED > BREHIEERR | »
BERWiliam Wu BER ~ ERE ~ &% - Cash-out ~ & AEHEFX ( refinance ) RAFFALIli Wu
Mortgage Broker /A7) (214)509-8038 Company NMLS 1645977 Loan Originator
NMLS1491974 {#5: (469)298-8805 www.eastcapitalfunding.com NMLS1707794

469-389-0136 1784 W McDermott Dr Ste 110 Allen, TX 75013 281-686-7973
wwu @ eastcapitalfunding.com lwu @ eastcapitalfunding.com

THZE 4T
Design & Remodel

HhEs $1.99 /IR &
HEAMIREmm) $2.49 /R&™
EE5IR 1237 $2.99 /IR &'*
2 ik $3.99 /IR &*
BAESHIR $5.99 /R&
, T nmE $14.99 /R&v
FIEEE © (FEIIE - iR - 21E - 8 - FRES - B#EAI -
AE Y EREEH 1511 - fEEG - KIEG ~ ETREFT « AslE...
832-353-6900
832-877-3777

C08_DESIGN REMODELSW/E Hi73567C_16

N 22 £ P BB BPR

American College of Acupuncture
& Oriental Medicine

Y v I
E SR X - EEPERNTESR)
EXmAEE COUSHATTA ¢ EMNSEFHERRERBRLIBN | ° $%§§§£ﬁ§ -
MRS EE SRR AT o © PESRRISN  BRRERLE

%{Fﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂgg bggﬁﬁgﬁgégg:i SRS ¢ IREIREEIBE T2 o Z2HHFEFLR
'u'/(:\ﬁ-i' N3EERY, | R T Eir = = = ° ol 7g IF =
5 + BB HEEEI - ¢ Lovisiana's Best Bet! HRBRIARSI0, 000 RSN 1 Nk b

&Tit: 713-780-9777 @it www.acaom.edu

Coushatta ¥ B HEZMBAMBIFEE | 1-10 O 44 | ccrlacom 9100 Park West Drive, Houston, TX 77063
H )
Coushatta T2 458, 551%$7 877.770.7867.  Coushatta BE15 B B 4T B8k ST R A ME DB EHEINEE., S02_ACUPUNCTURE COLLEGE TS ch B I56C_16




Share Your
News Now

If you would like to share news or
information with our readers, please
send the unique stories, business

Southerirv

IDAILY

Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily

news organization events, and school
news to us includinig your name and
phone number in case more informa-
tion is needed.

For news and information consider-
ation, please send to
News@scdaily.com

or contact

John Robbins 281-965-6390

Jun Gai

Publisher:
President: Catherine Lee
Editor: John Robbins

Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77072
E-mail: News@scdaily.com

GLOREAL NS
e g o

281-498-4310 !

Wea H. Lee

Inside C2

Friday, June 10 2022|

Gun Violence Prevention 1s About More Than Politics,

It’s About Life and Death, Influentials Must Take a Stand
Against “Do-Nothing Politics™

(Houston, TX) — On Tuesday, June 7,
2022, Congressman Al Green released the
following statement:

“We cannot continue to ignore the on-
going gun violence crisis in the United
States. It is ravaging our country causing
unimaginable grief to countless families.
According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), in 2020
Texas had the most firearm-related deaths
of all 50 states at 4,146 deaths. It needs to
stop now. This is why today I am going
back to Washington, DC to fight to protect
American children and families from
deadly mass shootings. Among the legis-
lative priorities I will be supporting are:

Requiring a waiting period prior to the purchase
of a weapon with some exceptions.

The banning of bump stocks.

The repeal of special immunity from liability laws
enjoyed by the gun industry.

Requiring licensing before the purchase of a fire-
arm with training to include anger management
and dispute resolution, as well as safe storage
methods.

The funding of a national summer youth job pro-
gram with a dispute resolution and anger manage-
ment component.

Fully funding gun violence prevention research
through the CDC.

Closing the “gun show loophole” which allows a
person to purchase a weapon from an unlicensed
seller at a gun show without a background check.

Congressman Al Green concluded,

“It is not enough for elected officials to take a
stand. Members of federal and state legislatures
need influential people of goodwill across the
country to take a public stand as well. Influentials
with the power to shape public opinion, such as
chambers of commerce, need to make clear where
they stand to politicians to help shape political
opinion. It is our collective responsibility to
embrace solutions which help to save lives. This
is about more than politics, it is about the life and
death of our children. Influentials of goodwill
need to take a public stand against do-nothing
politics.”

e Congressman Al Grosn &
Pooal Sren

The House Democrats voted for gun
safety by reqguiring purchasers o be
at least 21 to buy assault rifles with
magazines holding over 15 rounds.
The House Republicans voted to
protect the right of malevolent 18 year
olds who commit deadly acts of
vigdlance, What will the Senate dao?

Biden presses CEOs to help boost Latin Ameri-

can economies

LOS ANGELES, June 9 (Reuters) - President

Joe Biden urged top U.S. business executives on
Thursday to help bolster his plan for an environ-
mentally-friendly economic partnership with Latin
America on the first full day of a regional summit
riven by tensions over the guest list.

Speaking at a U.S. Chamber of Commerce-spon-
sored conference in Los Angeles, Biden made a
pitch for increased investment in the economies
of America's southern neighbors to spur pandemic
recovery and help address root causes of irregular
migration to the United States.

The summit was conceived as an opportunity to
reassert U.S. leadership and counter China's grow-
ing economic inroads in the region. But Biden's
agenda has been undercut by a partial boycott by
leaders protesting the exclusion of Cuba, Venezue-
la and Nicaragua.

Telling executives they have an important role in
the region's future, Biden said: "The private sector
is able to move quickly to mobilize vast amounts
of investment capital, as you're going to be needed
to unlock the enormous potential for growth in this
hemisphere."

Biden's schedule for Thursday included the sum-
mit's opening plenary session heavily focused on
clean energy initiatives followed by his first formal
encounter with his Brazilian counterpart, a noted
climate change skeptic.

He outlined his proposed "Americas Partnership
for Economic Prosperity" to the conference, saying
it was aimed at bringing supply chains closer to

home, reforming the Inter-American Development
bank, streamlining investment and kicking climate
actions "into high gear."

But the plan, which appears to be a work in progress
lacking many specifics, stops short of offering tariff
relief and will initially focus on countries that already
have U.S. trade accords.

Taking a veiled dig at China, Biden said: "We want
to make sure our closest neighbors have a real choice
between the debt trap development that has become
... more and more common in the region, and the
high-quality transparent approach to infrastructure
investment that delivers lasting gains for workers and
families."

U.S. officials have openly accused China of pushing
deals in the developing world with strings attached to
saddle their partners with long-term debt.

The business gathering aimed at strengthening re-
gional economic ties and bringing supply chains back
from Asia to counter disruptions was running parallel
to the summit.

CHALLENGES AT HOME AND ABROAD

Biden on Thursday was due to chair leaders' talks
aimed at promoting energy security as Western pow-
ers try to lower their dependence on oil and gas from
Russia.

He hosts the regional summit facing challenges at
home and abroad ranging from surging inflation, de-
bate over gun control after more mass shootings, and
the war in Ukraine.

Yet instead of burnishing regional unity, the summit
has been bedeviled by diplomatic strife sparked by
Washington's exclusion of its three main regional
antagonists on the grounds they have poor records on
human rights and democracy.
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Go To The Podium And Take
The First Step In Your New Life

our Television Station
colleagues, can learn
some basic knowledge
of news interviews.
This is also the first
step in their life’ s
journey.

Today, most top
universities, including
Harvard and Stanford,
in addition to their

the camera, we had a
great excitement in our
heart. No doubt, they
will be our future
leaders in the Asian
Chinese community.

Education is a central
plan of our media
business. We will
definitely continue to
work hard to create

Last Sunday we were
very happy to welcome
16 young kids to our
Global TV Studio. They
came to attend our little
reporters training
camp. In the opening
ceremony, | told them
that “You all must
learn how to serve the

community in the future.

Education is the
foundation of every
country. The rise and
fall of the nation is
closely related to
education. Over the
years, the excellent
performances of Asian

|Té’l£k @:c’mt\!&_@.ﬁ
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Chinese students has
become an
indisputable fact. A
good student can get a
stable job for life after
graduating from
college, but it is not
necessary to be a
leader or executive of a
company.

Unfortunately, most of
our Asians are a very
select group. We are
the persons who write
the reports and give
them to the managers
to read in the meetings.
When the promotion
opportunities come,
only a few people can

be ip _the . excellent academic
deC!S_IOH—maklng grades, mainly require
positions, leadership and social

service skKills..
We are very happy that

these young kids,
under the guidance of

When | saw the cute
little faces in front of

e, -
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Opening Ceremony B

more little reporters
and speakers. This is
our consistent social
responsibility and
obligation.
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U.S. President Joe Biden embraces Panama’s first lady Yazmin Colon as first
lady Jill Biden and Panama’s President Laurentino Cortizo react during the
ninth Summit of the Americas, in Los Angeles, California. REUTERS/Daniel

Becerril

Local residents remove debris from a superarket ina hopping mall damaged by a Russian
missile strike, as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in Kharkiv, Ukraine. REUTERS/Ivan

Alvarado
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Demonstrators attend a rally of
gun violence prevention organi-
zations, gun violence survivors
and hundreds of gun safety
supporters demanding gun legis-
lation, outside the United States
Capitol in Washington. REU-
TERS/Evelyn Hockstein

Editor’s Choice
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Palestinians enjoy the beach in
Gaza City June §, 2022. REU-
TERS/Mohammed Salem

ehrafe!

2 JahraKYLIESKIN bei

[DUGLAS

A car that crashed into a group of people and ended up in a storefront near Breitscheidplatz is
pictured, in Berlin, Germany. REUTERS/Fabrizio Bensch

Garbage and plastic bottles
float on Las Vacas river
considered one of the
most polluted rivers in the
world, in the municipality
of Chinautla, where the
Ocean Cleanup NGO is
testing a device to contain
the garbage that ends up
in the Atlantic Ocean, in
Guatemala City , Gua-
temala. REUTERS/Luis
Echeverria
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“Serious Threats” To Global Food Security As

Ukraine 2022 Grain Harvest Could Fall by 55%
Global Food Cirisis Stalks
The Starving As War And

Covid Choke Supplies

Compiled And Edited By John T.
~

i
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“Global food security faces “serious threats fiom a combina-
tion of soaring prices, fertilizer shortages and a potential loss
of production due to the war in Ukraine, acconding to the
Syngenta Group.

“Even before the war, the world was already ina food crisis as
prices of staples surged and hunger was on the rise.”

About 400 million people are dependent on Russia and
Ukraine for food due to their significant roles within the global
food supply chain, according to Syngenta.
Bloomberg writer Alonso Soto reported yesterday that, “The
Spanish government will allow rationing of some products
by retailers, as part of broad measures to cushion the econom-
icimpact of the war in Ukraine.

“Stores will be allowed to temporarily limit ‘the number of
goods that can be bought by a client,” according to the rule
published in the Official Gazette Wednesday. The govem-
ment didn’t name any specific type of products that could be
affected.”

Soto explained that,  Ukraine is the main supplier of com and
sunflower oil to Spain, providing 30% and 60% of imports
respectively, according to Madrid-based economic consul-
tancy Afi. Madrid has eased grain import rules to increase
supphesﬁomBrazlandAlgennna.

And Melissa Eddy and Raphael
Minder reported in today’s New
York Times that, “A crucial por-
tion of the world’s wheat, com
“f{,ﬂ and barley is trapped in Russia
and Ukraine because of the war,
while an even larger portion of the world’s fertilizers is stuck
in Russia and Belarus. Global food and fertilizer prices are
soaringasaresult: Since the invasion lastmonth, wheat prices
have increased by 21 percent, barley by 33 percent and some
fertilizers by 40 percent.

“Supermarket shelves in Germany were empty where stocks
of flour and sunflower oil normally stand, as consumers have
snapped up more than their share in anticipation of potential
shortages.

“Germany’s Agriculture Ministry sought to assuage fears of
food shortages on Wednesday, pointing out that the country
is largely selfsufficient in producing wheat. But the ministry
acknowledged that prices for food were rising, driven by an
increase in prices for energy and fertilizer.”

Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

The Times article stated that, “In recent weeks, Spanish super-
markets have at times run out of iterns, like sunflower oil, that
areusually imported from Ukraine and Russia.”

Dow Jones writer Kirk Maltais reported yesterday that, “‘Com
forMay delivery rose 1.6% to $7.38 a bushel on the Chicago
Board of Trade Wednesday as peace talks fail to end a conflict
threatening global grain supplies.”

Meanwhile, Reuters News reported today that, “Russia plans
to increase its export quotas for nitrogen and complex fertil-
ms,ltseoormnymnnshysa]dmastatemmtmﬂusday

crop and soil nutrients. It
produces more than 50
'million tonnes a year of
them, 13% of the global total, and exports to Asia and Latin
America.

“In November, Moscow decided to limit exports of nitrogen
fertilisers and complex nitrogen-containing fertilisers for Dec
1-May 31 to help curb any further increase in food prices
amid higher gas prices.”

The Reuters article noted that, “The quotas will be raised by
231,000 tonnes for nitrogen fertilizers and by 466,000 tons for
complex fertilizers, the ministry said in a staterment.

“The measure will help to increase exports of these products
and at the same time secure sufficient amount of the crop nu-
trients for domestic famers, it added.””

And a separate Reuters article fiom yesterday reported that,
“Belarus will allow companies to export potash fertilizer in
response to Westem sanctions, Tass news agency said on
Wednesday, citing a govemment decision. It did not give
details.

“State-owned Belaruskali is one of the world’s largest produic-
ers of potash.”

Also yesterday, Reuters writer Jonathan Saul reported that,
“Ukraine accused Russia on Wednesday of planting mines
in the Black Sea and said some of those munitions had to be
defused off Turkey and Romania as risks to vital merchant
shipping in the region grow.

“The Black Sea is a major shipping route for grain, oil and oil
products. Its waters are shared by Bulgaria, Romania, Geor-
glaamikaeyaswellasUlaameandema”

Russia & Ukraine's Cammudlly Export Dominance

86620

And Reuters writers Natalia Zinets and Luiza Ilie reported

yesterday that, “Ukraine is in talks with Romania on ship-
ping its farming exports via the Romanian Black Sea port
of Constanta, as Russia’s invasion has blocked off Ukrainian
ports, Ukraine’s agriculture ministry said in a statement on
Wednesday.”

“Romania’s agriculture ministry confirmed the talks over
how to help Ukraine deliver its exports through Constanta
port “as soon as possible,”” the Reuters article said.

With respect to production prospects, Reuters writer Pavel
Polityuk reported today that, ‘Ukraine’s 2022 grain harvest
could fall by 55% to 38.9 million tonnes due to a sharp de-
crease in sowing and harvesting areas caused by the Russian
invasion, the APK-Inform agriculture consultancy said.””
The Global Report on Food Crises 2022

Globally, levels of hunger remain alarmingly high. In 2021,
they surpassed all previous records as reported by the Global
Report on Food Crises (GRFC), with close to 193 million
people acutely food insecure and in need of urgent assistance
across 53 countries/territories, according to the findings of the
GRFC2022. This represents an increase of nearty 40 million
people compared to the previous high reached in 2020 (re-
ported inthe GRFC2021).

This increase must be interpreted with care, given that itcan be
attributed to both a worsening acute food insecurity situation
andasubstantial (22 percent) expansion in the population ana-
lyzed between 2020 and 2021. However; even when consid-
ering the share of the analyzed population in Crisis or worse
(IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent, the proportion of
the population in these phases has increased since 2020.
‘When considering the results of the six editions of the GRFC,
the number of people has risen by 80 percent since 2016,
when around 108 million people across 48 countries were
acutely food insecure and in need of urgent assistance (Crisis
orwcxse(IPC/CHPhase3orabove)0reqtnvalerm

pleanﬂsorwom(]PC/CHP}Bse3orabove)orequ
alent almost doubled between 2016 and 2021 — up fiom 94
million to almost 180 million.

This increase across the six years of the GRFC — both in
terms of absolute numbers and the percentage of the ana-
tyzed population in these three highest acute food insecurity
phases — reflects increased availability of acute food insecu-
ity data, broader geographical coverage, revised population
figures, and deteriorating food security contexts in a number
of countries.

The outlook for global acute food insecurity in 2022 is ex-
pected to deteriorate firther relative to 2021. In particula; the
unfolding war in Ukraine is likely to exacerbate the already
severe 2022 acute food insecurity forecasts included in this
Teport, given that the repercussions of the war on global food,
energy and fertilizer prices and supplies have not yet been fac-
tored into most country-level projection analyses.

The GRFC focuses on food crises where the local capaci-
ties to respond are insufficient, prompting a request for the
urgent mobilization of the intemational community, as well
as in countries/territories where there is ample evidence that
the magnitude and severity of the food crisis exceed the local
resources and capacities needed to respond effectively.

It provides estimates for populations in countries/territories
where data are available, based on the Integrated Food Secu-
ity Phase Classification (IPC) and Cadre Harmonisé (CH) or
comparable sources. Populations in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH
Phase 3 orabove) orequivalent are in need of urgent food and
livelihood assistance.

A closer look at 2021

Tn 2021, almost 40 million people were facing Emergency
or worse (IPC/CH Phase 4 or above) conditions, across 36
countries. Of critical concem were over half'a million of peo-
ple (570 000) facing Catastrophe (IPC/CH Phase 5) — star-
vation and death — in four countries: Ethiopia, South Sudan,
southemn Madagascar and Yemen.

 wmpn srv /7,
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The number of people facing these dire conditions is four
times that observed in 2020 and seven times higher than in
2016. During the first half of 2021, localized areas in South
Sudan continued to face Famine Likely (IPC Phase 5).

An additional 236 million people were in Stressed (IPC/CH
Phase 2) across 41 countries/territories in 2021 and required
livelihood support and assistance for disaster risk reduction to
prevent them from slipping into worse levels of acute food

security.

In 2021, almost 70 percent of the total number of people in
Ciisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent
were found in ten food crisis countries/territories: the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Yemen,
northem Nigeria, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Sudan, South
Sudan, Pakistan, and Haiti. In seven of these, conflict/insecuri-
ty was the primary driver of acute food insecurity.

Drivers of acute food insecurity in 2021

While the food crises profiled in the GRFC continue to be
driven by multiple, mtegtaleddnvasﬂlatateoﬁmnmla]ly
reinforcing, conflictinsecurity remains the main driver. In
2021, around 139 million people were facing Crisis or worse
(IPC/CH Phase 3 orabove) orequivalent across 24 countries/
temritories where conflict/insecurity was considered the prima-
1y driver.

This is a marked increase from 2020, when 99 million peo-
ple in 23 conflict-affected countriesferritories were in Crisis
or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent. It was
the key driver in three of the four countries with populations
in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) — Ethiopia, South Sudan and
Yemen.

Eoonomic shocks formed the main driver in 21 countries
in 2021, where 302 million people were in Crisis or worse
(IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent. Global food prices
rose to new heights in 2021 as a result of a combination of
factors, notably an uneven global economic recovery fiom
the COVID-19 pandemic and widespread supply chain

Domestic food price inflation in many low-income countries
rose significantly; particularly those with weak currencies and
a high reliance on food imports, in those where border clo-
sures, conflict or insecurity distupted trade flows and where
weather extremes severely curtailed food production/avail-

ability. These macroeconomic factors had a major impact
on the purchasing power of the poorest households, many of
which were still experiencing job and income losses due to
pandemic-related restrictions.

Weather extremes were the main drivers of acute food inse-
curity in eight Affican countries, with 23.5 million people in
Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent, in-
cluding in southemn Madagascar, where nearty 14 000 people
were in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) in April-September 2021
duetothe effects of drought.

The impact of weather-related disasters on acute food inse-
curity has intensified since 2020, when it was considered the
primary driver for 15.7 million people across 15 countries.
Weather shocks — in the form of drought, rainfall deficits,
flooding and cyclones—have been particularly detrimental in
key crises in East, Central and Southem Affica, and Eurasia.
Malnutrition in food-crisis countries
Malnutrition remained at critical levels in countries affect-
ed by food crises, driven by a complex interplay of factors,
including low quality food due to acute food insecurity and
poor child-feeding practices, a high prevalence of childhood
illnesses, and poor access to sanitation, drinking water and
health care.

‘While data is limited, according to analyses carried out in
2021, almost 26 million children under 5 years old were suf-
fering fiom wasting and in need of urgent treatment in 23 of
the 35 major food crises. Within this, over 5 million children
were at an increased risk of death due to severe wasting, In
theten food-crisis countries with the highest number of people
in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) or equivalent,
l75ml]]10nch11dtenwelewasted

7 \Dlsplacement in

2021 out of 51 million Intema]ly displaced people (IDP)
globally; nearly 45 million were in 24 food-crisis countries/
territories. The six countriesterritories with the highest num-
bers of IDPs — the Syrian Arab Republic, Afghanistan, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Yemen, Ethiopia and
the Sudan —were among the ten largest food crises in 2021
by numbers of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or
above) or equivalent.
Out of around 21 million refigees and 4 million asylum
seckers globally in 2021, over 60 percent (around 15.3 mil-
lion people) were hosted in 52 food-crisis countries/territories,
where amix of conflict/insecurity, COVID-19, poverty; food
insecurity and weather extremes compounded their humani-
tarian plight (UNHCR, November 2021).
A grim outlook for 2022
The situation is expected to worsen in 2022. In 41 out of the
53 countries/territories included in this report, as well as Cabo
Verde, between 179 million and 181 million people are al-
ready forecast to be in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or
above) or equivalent in 2022. No forecast was available at the
timeofpublication for 12 ofthe 53 countriesterritories withan
estimate reported in 2021.
For most of the world’s major food crises, acute food insecu-
ity is expected to persist at similar levels to 2021 or increase.
Major deteriorations are anticipated in northem Nigeria, Ye-
men, Burkina Faso and the Niger due to conflict, as well as
in Kenya, South Sudan and Somalia, largely due to the im-
pact of consecutive seasons of below-average rains. Though
significant uncertainty exists, an estimated 2.5-4.99 million
people in Ukraine will likely need humanitarian assistance in
the near term (FEWS NET, April 2022).

(Article Continues Below)
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Article Continues From Above,

Global Food Cirisis Stalks The Starving
As War And Covid Choke Supplies

Compiled And Edited By John T.

Dunng 2022, around 329000 people will likely face
Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) in three countries. It is expect-
ed that for the fifth consecutive year, Yemen will have
populations in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5), with 161 000

people projected to be in this phase in the second half

of 2022 under the most likely scenario. In a less likely,
worst-case scenario, there is a Risk of Famine in at least
two districts. Another 87 000 people are projected to face
Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) in South Sudan due to the cu-
mulative effects of conflict/insecurity, weather extremes
and macro-economic challenges. In Somalia, prolonged
drought could push 81 000 people into Catastrophe (IPC
Phase 5). Although not the most likely scenario, a Risk
of Famine could emerge in Somalia by mid-2022, if the

Apri-June Gu season rains fail, if conflict intensifies, if

drought increases displacement and if food prices con-
tinue to rise. An additional factor influencing a Risk of
Famine is if humanitarian assistance is not scaled up
and does not reach the country’s most vulnerable pop-
ulations.

Our collective challenge

The alarmingly high incidence of acute food insecurity
and malnutrition starkly exposes the fragility of global
and local food systems that are under mounting strain
from the increased frequency and severity of weather
extremes, the COVID-19 pandemic, increasing con-
flict and insecurity and rising global food prices. The
interconnectedness of drivers is further laid bare by the
unfolding war in Ukraine, which not only compromises
the food security of those directly affected by the war,
but compounds existing challenges faced by millions of
acutely food-insecure people worldwide. Some coun-
tries facing food crises are particularly vulnerable to the
risks to food markets created by the war in the Black Sea
area, notably due to their high dependency on imports of
food, fuel and agricultural inputs and/or vulnerability to
global food price shocks.

‘While the intemational community has stepped up to
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Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

calls for urgent famine mitigation action, global hu-
manitarian and development funding for food crises
is failing to match growing needs. While funding for
humanitarian food assistance has been falling since
2017, the current shortfall is particularly stark due the
COVID-19-induced economic slowdown and priori-
tization of the public health response to the pandemic.

| i The way forward

severe  consequences

of those already ex-

- periencing the highest levels of acute food insecurity,

as well as of those in food stress. The situation calls
more than ever for at-scale action to protect lives and
livelihoods and support sustainable food systems and
production where it is needed most.

In contexts where food availability is limited by re-
duced imports and food access curtailed by higher
prices and reduced humanitarian food assistance, pro-
viding support to farmers to raise their productivity and
improve their access to markets, and to rural commu-
nities to diversify their livelihoods and enhance their
resilience to shocks is crucial.

The intemational community must mobilize the in-
vestments and political will needed to collectively ad-
dress the causes and consequences of escalating food
crises across humanitarian, development and peace
perspectives. The urgency to do this will likely con-
tinue to grow in the coming months and years, driven
bythedlrectandmdnecteﬁects of the war in Ukraine.
The GRFC is a pow-
1 erﬁJl guide for deci-

nity. Though this report
demonstrates that over-
all quality of data has
improved, further work is needed to improve cover-
age, quality and timeliness of data collection and analy-
sis. High quality and timely food security and nutrition
data and information are vital in ensuring a situation
analysis that identifies not only outcomes, but hunger’s
main drivers, for a targeted and integrated response.
Related
Ukraine Invasion May Lead To
‘Worldwide Food Crisis, Warns UN
Global Organization sounds alarm as war
threatens supply of wheat and other staples
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres wamed
last week against the emergence of the global food
insecurity which cannot be solved without restoring
Ukrainian agricultural production to the world market.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has warmed
of the “hurricane of hunger and a meltdown of the
global food system™ in the wake of a simmering crisis
in Ukraine.
The UN chief in March wamed of the “hurricane of
hunger and a meltdown of the global food system” in
the wake of a simmering crisis in Ukraine.

fourth largest exporter of maize (oom) in the 2020/21
season and the number six wheat exporter. However,
a UN food agency official said on Friday that nearty
25 million tonnes of grains are now stuck in Ukraine.
The exportable surplus, as Ukrainian agriculture offi-
cials say, is around 12 million tonnes and the country’s
stocks are so high that there will not be enough room
to store the new harvest when it comes.

Ukrainian Agriculture Minister Mykola Solskyi said
earlier on Monday that the country has sown about
7 million hectares of spring crops so far this year, or
25-30% less than in the corresponding period of 2021.
Solskyi added that Ukraine had exported 1.090 million
tonnes of grain in April, but that the sowing was not of
the same quality as last year and the sowing area for
com was smaller.

The agriculture minister underlined the importance of
exports of Ukrainian grain via Romania, where they
are being taken by rail, but said those exports could
be complicated in two months by exports of the new
wheat crop in Romania and Bulgaria.

The world is facing a potential food crisis, with soar-
ing prices and millions in danger of severe hunger,
as the war in Ukraine threatens supplies of key staple
crops, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization has
warned.

Maximo Torero, the chief economist at the FAO, said
food prices were already high before Russia invaded
Ukraine, owing to the effects of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. The additional strain of war could tip the global food
system into disaster, he warned.

@ Global Food Crisis

“We were already having problems with food prices,”
he told the Guardian in an interview. “What countries
are doing now is exacerbating that, and the war is put-
ting us in situation where we could easily fall into a
food crisis.””

‘Wheat prices hit record highs in recent days, though
they have fallen back slightly. Overall, food prices
have been rising since the second half of 2020, ac-
cording to the FAQ, and reached an all-time high in
February, after wheat and barley prices rose by nearly
a third and rapeseed and sunflower oil by more than
60% during 2021. The price of urea, a key nitrogen fer-
tiliser, has more than tripled in the past year, on rising
energy prices.

At least 50 countries depend on Russia and Ukraine
for 30% or more of their wheat supply, and many
developing countries in northem Afiica, Asia and the
near east are among the most reliant.

Poor countries are bearing the brunt of the price in-
creases. Many of the poorest countries were already
struggling financially, with some facing debt crises,
amid the pandemic.

“My greatest fear is that the conflict continues — then
we will have a situation of significant levels of food
pricerises, in poor countries that were already in an ex-
tremely weak financial situation owing to Covid-19,”
said Torero, one of the world’s foremost experts on

food and hunger. “The number of chronically hungry
people will grow significantly, if that is the case.”

. The Covid-19 pandemic has
reduced  developing coun-
tries’ capacity to cope. “Food

s systems were able to be more
520 B aresilient in 2019, though they
=X struggled at the beginning,”
said Torero. “‘Stocks were very high at the beginning
of Covid-19, there was the capacity then to respond
to the shock. But having Covid-19 for two years has
weakened the resilience of food systems.”
The war in Ukraine presents multiple threats to food
security that will be felt across the world, according to
the FAO. Ukraine and Russia are major food export-
ers, so the war directly threatens supplies of staples
such as wheat, maize and sunflower oil.
Ukraine alone supplied 12% of global wheat before
the war, and was the biggest producer of sunflower oil.
About two-thirds of the country’s wheat exports had
already been delivered before the invasion, but the rest
is now blocked, and farmers may be unable to contin-
ue with spring planting, or take in grain harvests in the
summer.
But the crisis goes deeper: Ukraine and Russia are also
major producers of fertiliser, prices for which had al-
ready leapt under high energy prices — and the war is
sending energy prices higher still, with further impacts
on agricultural production costs.
There is also the threat of countries closing their mar-
kets in response. The worst food price spikes in recent
memory struck in 2007-08 and resumed in 2010-12,
caused by high energy prices followed by poor weath-
er. Those sudden peaks contributed to riots and politi-
cal upheavals, the shocks of which are still being felt.
The agriculture ministers of the G7 group of richest
countries met on Friday to coordinate a response, urg-
ing countries to keep markets open.
z Russia played a
\mle in the crises
‘more than a de-
cade ago, with
 resfrictions on ex-

all grain exports after drought in key rowing regions.
If Putin were to restrict or redirect exports again — after
his manipulation of energy exports in the run-up to the
war — it would cause severe problems in global food
markets.

“Right now, we can’t say prices are higher than in
2007-08, but it can get worse. If the energy and fertilis-
er situation becomes more serious, that will be worse
than in 2007-08. If you add to that the potential for ex-
port restrictions, it will get worse,” Torero said.

“Of course Russia can do what they want with their
production. If they restricted exports, then the situation
would get worse. Prices would increase even more,”
he added. ““We urge all countries, not only Russia but
all countries, not to put export restrictions in place.”
Torero urged countries to keep food systems open
and to share information on stocks, harvests and food
availability, to try to even out supply issues. Countries
that were in a position to produce more should do so,
he said.

“Right now, the short-term problem is availability. We
need to find ways to fill the gap [in production caused
by the war],” he said. “We think the gap can be closed
somewhat, but not 100%. Countries should also try to
diversify their suppliers.”

for instance, will have a delayed impact, reducing
yields for harvests still to come, as farmers start to use
less of it now.

“These are the problems we will see next year,” said
Torero. (Courtesy https:/www.theguardian.conmy/)
Related

“World Must Take Immediate Steps To Unblock
Ukrainian Ports, Prevent Global Food Crisis”
—Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskiy

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy has ac-
cused Russia of blocking his country’s ports, saying
the intemational community should take immediate
steps to end the move in order to allow wheat exports
and prevent a global food crisis.

Zelenskiy made his comments in an online post on
Monday after speaking to European Council President
Charles Michel, who was visiting the city of Odesa, a
major Black Sea port for exporting agricultural prod-
ucts.
“It is important to prevent a food crisis in the world
caused by Russia’s aggressive actions,” Zelenskiy
claimed on the Telegram messaging app.
“Immediate measures must be taken to unblock
Ukrainian ports for wheat exports,” he added, without
specifying the types of measures he would like.
Michel, who chairs summits of the European Union’s
national leaders, also tweeted that he had seen silos full
of grain, wheat and com in Odesa that was ready for
export but blocked.
3 A combine har-
=vests wheat in the
ovovodolazhsky

"Hnsbadlyneededfoodlsshandedbecauseofﬁle
Russian war and blockade of Black sea ports, causing
dramatic consequences for vulnerable countries. We
need a global response,” the European Council official
Wrote.

Russia has been accused of blocking Ukrainian ports
after Russian President Vladimir Putin announced the
launch of the “‘special military operation’ on February
24.

The conflict has provoked a unanimous response from
Westem countries, which have imposed a long list of
sanctions on Moscow. (Courtesy https:/wwwnbs24.

org)
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