SOUTHERN NEWS GROUP e b E Ve e EXERALEEIBIRISEE - #X - VIR - 51 - BENEFR

The Largest Asian Independent Multi-Media Group in USA Newspaper -Television-Yellowpages-Dsign

E T =R - ERHHIDE - EAHTON [ o saoMe v et

x %%ﬂﬁg [ﬁ Realtor

2022%12F30H 28R

- - KNOWMEREALTY TEAM
Friday, Decembr 30, 2022 = ,, @
F LT

SOUTHERN CHINESE DAILY NEWS =

. I PN TR e
D £ HEEE R . - -
F iy Southom BatyNows @STVL® _ ,, e RN cmmmen : SRBHRAR
T | wmmee. | e~ | wmm | BEEAw i ms—n @S | cEEEBREEEN
e ) i = ° 281-915-6528 oy | 832-282-7782 713-258-0800

MICHELLE , LEE,

5 M ED R SSEEIFRES I XM A RIAR HLIHRE L iERRNRETE ), . Zesm ) | 4 : 3903 Bellaire Blvd,Ste E Houston TX 77025

U.S.A Printing International Trade Center WeChat Houston Chinese Yellow Pages Houston Travel Guide
i l:- i I§' > y k==t [l
’@CS:HS AR/ RBR TR BA SR TR & :’% B~ BIMESRI AT

www.scdaily.com www.itchouston.org ID:today—america scdaily.com/yellow_pages
SONETGROTD Christine Chen BRES

[ﬁ)&ﬁiiﬁlﬁﬁﬂf‘iﬁiﬂ BIE ﬁ%%ﬁﬁl‘u’ﬁﬂzﬂﬁl‘? % iﬁ@b& Fi. 832-945-0237
SN 763-442-0278

; ’h‘i %1%@ . A{\% 4 xiachen @msn.com
o { BirEe meswr IS e N e
& > HIlREER SERBETEALE

2. B ERERERERE g : gﬁﬁ%;&&fg&r&gﬁﬁ@% )
SRS - R

i3t 1 7001 Corporate Dr,ste 222,Houston TX 77036 = (Y EBRESEE)

@ -H“H-i‘EE HEEY HREH
"’ o e —
WORLD ELITE REALTY EE. THEEAER
\World|Elite]Realty, h R RSB iRl
www.werlty.com
SEEE WETSE L -HEREER WYES
i ERE S ANR - T E - EE KR
S| Helen Go  (@ESS VN 13
helen@helengo.com
281 —529—5588 www.helengo.com (-1 (i“ti
Kevin@werlty.com 713-981-6888 M EES

RO1-WORLD ELITE REALTY& 2= _4C_57

: ‘ T 7wz
HEEIET y ¥

- s . 2 = ERIDSEMEE—#EI%
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ - HTFFiy9480!° HEG State Farm Bt S ] &

Sean Wong EREIESEREN, Winnie Hui AT s763 (R | "ER X
Agent BEREAHRE! CPACLUCHhFC CPCUFLMI & State Farm {tIE A K918
1227 Grand West Blvd ﬁ.‘lﬂfﬁi_;_ ™ 9889 Bellaire Blvd., #A132. Ak HE?% Eé’ﬂ']fglg !

Suite B213 s o = " Houston, TX 77036 ;E"ZFE'JEEEE'
Katy, TX 77449 BREMITEEGR! (BURES A 132)

Fax: 281-550-0100

G 7196 64—778‘ NS32SN08=7566 R |
LopOneMortgage¥com — & StateFarm’
BRI EHESERIU20104E 2 E R & H8E B AState FarmZ EH{ M4

X ""EI
mz;]b Young: Qﬁg I 713-729-2323 } LA™
(B - EIEE) iy oot

BLESTANTL SEDIFmETE, 1o fikakdid s PR R SVHRRESE F o 5 PR AT S IRELI20104 £ EIHE AT KA FiState Farm 4748
m CorporateDr™#100A! m State Farm Mutual Automable Insurance Compary. 1T RA A - Stao Farm ISR - BERA + UL E BRI EZR
) 9 1205004  State Farm Indemnity Company — Bloomington, IL 1205075 State Farm—Bloomington, IL

101_SF% k%7 1456C_8 101-STATE FARM-HUIzF%#51567C_8

EHFE:3%kaye

EAST CAPITAL FUNDING ==

S ETZ AR FammEs S | RERswpnEEn SRAREE 1S

= iE : @9@“%{! @@“@%ﬂ

BBV ‘ 28 @R 08

A TN ~ FERN ~FIBR - SEEHE B EHEERE !

BERWiliam Wu BEE ~ ERE ~ #%& % - Cash-out ~ & AEHEF ( reﬁnance) RAFFALIli Wu
Mortgage Broker ~F]: (214)509-8038 Company NMLS 1645977 Loan Originator
NMLS1491974 {#15: (469)298-8805 www.eastcapitalfunding.com NMLS1707794
469-389-0136 1784 W McDermott Dr Ste 110 Allen, TX 75013 281-686-7973
wwu @ eastcapitalfunding.com lwu @ eastcapitalfunding.com

TRRE 414
Design & Remodel

g $1.99 /R &*"
HEEHtRemm $2.49 /IR &
5K 1237 $2.99 /IR &**
W2 ik $3.99 /IR &*
BAESMIR $5.99 /R&
| L wEE  $14.99 IR&*
REBE - (T I - ik » 215 - B - BARES - HHllKI
AE Y FHREEH - 151E - fEEG - KIEG -~ ETREE - ASEE...
832-353-6900
832-877-3777

COB_DESIGN REMODELZU/E #043567C_16

> =2 CROWN SEAFOOD
ﬁ s RESTAURANT
SISEERES
T 2355 ([REIZ)

E S ELw @“;%f%’f” S O oo
gt 2| (e 6

Eg ﬁﬂ.ﬁl‘]@%% COUSHATTA \ﬁ%ﬁ?\*éi&% PN o é $21. 99(“2)
B KAE =

B PSR EESIEER T sazpenzcn)| L =Y ;0

BRI - AU RIENS BRI ARG . = —ahn
SINRBOEE | RIIRECEH TEok WWW. crownseafoodrestaurant com

X - EAfFIBEVEIZR - Louisiana’s Best Bet! 8-10(;51?75%) $799.99 10796 Bellaire Blvd_’Su!te C
(EESHETRHE, Houston, TX 77072(at Wilcrest)
Coushatta 2% 5 WM BAMBISAEE | 110 HO44 | corlacom ST 5#859.99) Tel:281-575-1768 Fax-281-575-1763

Coushatta T2 (458, 551%$7 877.770.7867.  Coushatta BE15 B B 4T B8k ST LA ME DB EHEINEE., RO3_CROWN SEAFOODZ S ER56C_16




If you would like to share news or news organization events, and school For news and information consider-
S hﬂ re ?ﬂ ur information with our readers, please news to us includinig your name and ia\?on, pleage.ls end to
”.E,ws Nu_w send the unique stories, business phone number in case more informa- ews@scdaily.com o
’ tion is needed. or contact GLARAL NOTES
John Robbins 281-965-6390 J-_E;‘Tfj Pty o
Jun Gai 281-498-4310 ! \ﬂ
Publisher: Wea H. Lee = . e
President: Catherine Lee Tl
Editor: John Robbins
Address: 11122 Bellaire Blvd., Inside C2
. . . . Houston, TX 77072
Southern Daily News is published by Southern News Group Daily E-mail: News@scdaily.com

Friday , December 30 2022|

Soccer star Pele, Brazilian legend of the
beautiful game, dies at 82

SAO PAULO, Dec 29 (Reuters) - Pele, the legendary
Brazilian soccer player who rose from barefoot poverty
to become one of the greatest and best-known athletes in
modern history, died on Thursday at the age of 82.

Sao Paulo’s Albert Einstein hospital, where Pele was un-
dergoing treatment, said he died at 3:27 p.m. “due to mul-
tiple organ failures resulting from the progression of colon
cancer associated with his previous medical condition.”

The death of the only man to win the World Cup three
times as a player was confirmed on his Instagram account.

“Inspiration and love marked the journey of King Pele,
who peacefully passed away today,” it read, adding he had
“enchanted the world with his genius in sport, stopped a
war, carried out social works all over the world and spread
what he most believed to be the cure for all our problems:
love.”

Soccer-Reaction to the death of Brazil soccer great Pele
Tributes poured in from across the worlds of sport, politics
and popular culture for a figure who epitomized Brazil’s
dominance of the beautiful game.

“The game. The king. Eternity,” French President Emman-
uel Macron wrote on Twitter.

President Nelson Mandela and Brazilian soccer legend Pele smile for photographers at Union Build-

Pele had been undergoing chemotherapy since he had a ings in Pretoria, South Africa, March 24, 1995. REUTERS/Juda Ngwenya

tumor removed from his colon in September 2021.

He credited his one-of-a-kind mix of talent,
creative genius and technical skill to a youth
spent playing pick-up games in small-town
Brazil, often using grapefruit or wadded-up
rags because his family could not afford a
real ball.

He also had difficulty walking unaided since an l
unsuccessful hip operation in 2012. In February

2020, on the eve of the coronavirus pandemic, his son
Edinho said Pele’s ailing physical state had left him
depressed.

Pele, whose given name was Edson Arantes do
Nascimento, joined Santos in 1956 and turned the
small coastal club into one of the most famous names
in football. A wake is expected to be held at Santos’
Urbano Caldeira stadium, most commonly known as
Vila Belmiro, on Monday, the club’s press officer said.

Pele was named “Athlete of the Century”
by the International Olympic Committee,
co-"Football Player of the Century” by
world soccer body FIFA, and a “national
treasure” by Brazil’s government.

In addition to a host of regional and national titles,
Pele won two Copa Libertadores, the South American
equivalent of the Champions League, and two Inter-
continental Cups, the annual tournament held between
the best teams in Europe and South America.

His celebrity was often overwhelming.
Grown adults broke down crying in his
presence with regularity. As a player, sou-
venir-seeking fans often rushed the field
following games and tore off his shorts,
socks and even underwear.

He took home three World Cup winner’s medals, the
first time as a 17-year-old in Sweden in 1958, the sec- His house in Brazil was less than a mile
ond in Chile four years later - even though he missed most from a beach, but he didn’t go there for

of the tournament through injury - and the third in Mexico
in 1970, when he led w}%at isjcglsidered to be one of the P_ele, though, transcended soccer, like no player before or some two decades because of fear of
greatest sides ever to play the game. since, and he became one of the first global icons of the

20th century.

smile for photographers at Union Buildings in Pretoria
In a glorious 21-year career he scored 1,283 goals.

crowds.

] ) Yet even in unguarded moments among
He retired from Santos in 1974 but a year later made a sur- friends, he rarely complained. He believed

prise comeback by signing a lucrative deal to join the New \ h' ith his Yviqning s;rf{ile a?ld an aw—shucli( S humi}llity that that his talent was a divine gift, and he
York Cosmos in the then nascent North American Soccer charmed legions of fans, he was better known than many i
Holl d id if spoke movingly about how soccer allowed
League. ollywood stars, popes or presidents — many if not most him to travel the world. brine cheer to can-
of whom he met during a six-decade-long career as player . L2 g
cer patients and survivors of wars and fam-

d te pitch . - . . :
and corporate pitchman ine, and provide for a family that, growing
up, often did not know the source of their
next meal.
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People Have Died Because Of
The Freezing Winter Storm

A distinguished
scholar Dr. Lauding Gay
will become 30th new
president of Harvard
University on July 1 next
year.

President Nelson Mandela and Brazilian soccer legend Pele

Since 2018 She
served as the dean of
Harvard’ s Faculty and
Arts and Science the
daughter of Haitian
immigrants Gray
received her bachelor
degree from Stanford
and Ph.D from Harvard .

Speaking after her
selection Gay said “ |

am humbled by confidence that the way to change people’ s life. which may be closely related to our
governing boards have placed in me family education. W H I
and by the prospect of succeeding For long time American ea ~ ee

President Bacow in leading this minorities including Asians have We are currently preparing to Wealee@scda“y_com
remarkable institution. “ been complaining about social launch the “young speech
injustice and discrimination. Although leadership Training camp” to teach ChaimmanloRInternationaliDiciicOHoNSonEIeR TS
President Gay is very similar to some of the reasons are historical young generation how to make . .
many of us. Her parent are factors many of them still have speech and show their leadership. Publisher Southern Dally Wea H. Lee
immigrants from Haiti they always insufficient influence on society We hope one day Harvard will name Southern News Group Chairman / CEO
believed that education is the best especially in the leadership level a Asian American President. Chairman of International Trade & Culture Center

Republic of Guiana Honorary consul at Houston Texas
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A man stands at a site of a residential house damaged during a
Russian missile strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Kyiv,
Ukraine. REUTERS/Valentyn Ogirenko

Jose Aguilera, 22, a Venezuelan migfa
Title 42, stands covered by a blanket at the border between Mexico and the United States, in

Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. REUTERS/Jose Luis Gonzalez

in the U. S., and awaiting the end of

Revelers take part in the tra-
ditional “Els Enfarinats” (The
Floured) festival, in the town of
Ibi, Alicante Province, Spain.
REUTERS/Eva Manez

Editor’s Choice

e .
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A local is seen by a wmdow after her house is destroyed by a Russmn military strike, as Rus-
sia’s attack on Ukraine continues, in the village of Stepne, in Zaporizhzhia Region, Ukraine.
REUTERS/Stringer

A performer takes part in a fire
show at the beach in Phuket,
Thailand December 28, 2022.
REUTERS/Jorge Silva

Turkey’s Fatih Arda Ipcioglu
in action during the men’s
HS137 training ski jump at the
Four Hills Tournament, Ober-
stdorf, Germany. REUTERS/
Lisi Niesner
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Covid-19 Public Health Emergency
Has Been Extended In The U.S.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Last Friday the Biden administration extended the
Covid-19 public health emergency for another three
months. U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Xavier Becerra officially renewed the
declaration, extending it through October 13, 2022.
The emergency declaration has been in place since
January 2020, and the latest renewal comes as the
Omicron offshoot BA.5, the most contagious variant
yet, continues to stake its claim in the US. Daily case
rates, though vastly undercounted, are the highest
they’ve been in months, as are Covid-19 hospitaliza-
tions and deaths.

Data published this week by the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention shows that more than
half of the country’s population lives in a county with a
“high Covid-19 Community Level,” where the health
care system is at risk of becoming overburdened and
universal indoor masking is recommended.

“The Public Health Emergency declaration continues
to provide us with tools and authorities needed to re-
spond to the highly transmissible COVID-19 subvar-
iants that are currently circulating around the country;,”
a Biden administration official told CNN. “The PHE
provides essential capabilities and flexibilities to hos-
pitals to better care for patients, particularly if we were
to see a significant increase in hospitalizations in the
coming weeks.”

Indeed, ensemble forecasts from the CDC published
this week do predict that hospitalizations in the US will
rise over the next month. It’s the first time in weeks that
the forecasts have predicted an increase in hospitaliza-
tions, instead of a stable outlook.

“Without the PHE
in place, we would
be limited in our

saving treatments thmugh our Test to Treat initiative,
for example, which relies on flexibility for telehealth
and operations,” the official said. “Not renewing the
PHE would leave us with fewer tools to respond and
mean more Americans would get severely ill and end
up in the hospital.”

The public health emergency declaration allows many
Americans to obtain free Covid-19 testing, therapeutic
treatment and vaccines. Once it ends, people could
face out-of-pocket costs depending on whether they

are covered by Medicare, Medicaid or private insur-
ance. But vaccinations would generally continue to be
free for those covered by Medicare and private insur-
ance, while state Medicaid programs would determine
whether to continue covering vaccinations for their
enrollees.

Also, Medicare has relaxed the rules goveming tele-
health so that many more beneficiaries can access such
services during the declaration. Telehealth services are
no longer limited just to those living in rural areas, and
enrollees can conduct visits at home, rather than hav-
ing to travel to a health care facility, and they receive a
wider array of services via telehealth. These flexibili-
ties will end for most beneficiaries after the emergency
expires.

FAnd states are not

declaration, in ex-
change for receiving more generous federal matching
funds. As many as 14 million people could lose Med-
icaid coverage after the emergency ends, according to
separate projections by Kaiser and the Urban Institute.
Plus, many low-income families are receiving en-
hanced food stamp benefits thanks to the declaration,
though some states have ended their own public health
emergencies and stopped the beefed-up allotments.
Aseparate emergency declaration allows for the emer-
gency use authorization of testing, treatments and vac-
cines. Its end date will be determined by the secretary
of the US Department of Health and Human Services.
Its end date will be determined by HHS, and the agen-
cy has committed to provide at least 60-day notice
before any change. (Courtesy cnn.com)
Related
Bill Gates Hopes World Leaders Will Fund
A Global Health Team To Prevent The Next
Pandemic

Bill Gates wants world leaders to create a Global
Epidemic Response and Mobilization team — or
GERM, for short, to help prevent future pandemics.
In a video interview from the Kirkland offices of his
private investment firm, he said that for an estimated
$1 billion a year, with the U.S. likely chipping in $250
million, the team would be “the best bargain you’ll
ever see.”

Bill Gates envisions a global health team to
prevent the next pandemic.

“More Americans died in [the pandemic] than Amer-
icans died in all the wars put together,” Gates said.
“This thing was, you know, superbad.” Compared to
the cost of addressing climate change or opioid abuse,
for example, “the sums involved here are actually pret-
ty modest.”

Gates’ proposed team is a key idea in his book, “How
to Prevent the Next Pandemic,” which was published
in May with the intention of prompting debate — not
just about GERM, but also about improving testing,
speeding vaccine and treatment development, and
shoring up health systems worldwide.

Yet Gates — whose fortune and foundation, co-
chaired with ex-wife Melinda French Gates, give him
an outsized influence on public health — said discus-
sion about the team “has started out a little bit slower
than I expected.”

Pandemic prevention is “not a huge topic in the Con-
gress, or even in the executive branch, right at the mo-
ment,” he said.

Related

COVID-19: Highlights Of The Coronavirus
Pandemic This Week

2
[ -

1. How COVID-19 is affecting the globe
Confirmed cases of COVID-19 have passed 549.1
million globally, according to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity. The number of confirmed deaths has now passed
633 million. More than 12.09 billion vaccination
doses have been administered globally, according to
Our World in Data. The US Food and Drug Admin-
istration has recommended that COVID-19 vaccine
manufacturers change the design of their booster shots
to tackle the currently dominant Omicron BA4 and
BA.5 COVID-19 subvariants.

Pfizer is seeking full US approval for its oral
COVID-19 antiviral treatment, which is currently
under emergency use authorization. It comes as Pfizer
and BioNTech announced that they’ve signed a new
$3.2 billion deal with the US govemnment for 105 mil-
lion doses of their COVID-19 vaccine.

Russia is ending all COVID-19 restrictions, it said on
1 July. However, it did not rule out re-introducing mea-
sures if required.

Japan has eased its
i WCOVﬂ}Ielated travel
VY Wadvice for China, India

y Band 32 other countries,
< Aeschanging it from “do
not make non-urgent

trips” to “travel with caution”.

A fiesh wave of COVID-19 cases in France should
peak towards the end of July, according to the govern-
ment’s top scientific advisor. Bhutan will reopen to in-
ternational tourists in September for the first time since
the start of the pandemic. Spain expects tourist arrivals
to hit 90% of pre-pandemic levels this summer:

Macau SAR, China, has begun a new round of
COVID-19 testing for its 600,000 residents, as author-

1t1$ attempt to prevent the spmad of cases.

-d COVID-19 s
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2. Omicron—speciﬁc COVID-19 shots could
increase protection

Omicron-specific COVID-19 vaccines can improve
protection when used as a booster, global health reg-
ulators say. The European Medicines Agency (EMA)
says that regulators have agreed on key principles for
updating COVID-19 shots to respond to new variants.
While the existing coronavirus vaccines continue to
provide good protection against hospitalization and
death, the regulators say, vaccine effectiveness has
taken a hit as the virus has evolved. As such, an Omi-
cron-specific or bivalent booster — meaning a vaccine
that includes the new strain and the original coronavi-
tus strain — could “increase and extend” protection, an
EMA statement says.

3. Cities in eastern China tighten COVID-19
restrictions
Cities in eastem China have tightened COVID-19
curbs after new cases emerged. Wuxi, a manufactur-
ing hub in the Yangtze Delta on the central coast, has
halted operations at many public venues located un-
derground, including shops and supermarkets. Dine-in
services in restaurants have been suspended and the
government has advised people to work from home.
Si county in Anhui province locked down its 760,000
residents and suspended public traffic as it reported
288 COVID-19 cases on Saturday. And Yiwu, Chi-
na’s export capital for small commodities, has can-
celled flights to Beijing for an unspecified period.
The moves are part of China’s strict approach to tack-
ling COVID-19 outbreaks, but lockdowns have taken
their toll on the country’s economy. (Courtesy https:/
www.weforum.org/)
“A Red Alert For Child Health”
UN: 25 Million Kids Missed Routine Vacci-
nations Because Of COVID

Hazel Harris, 4, sits in the arms of her mom,
Heather, after she got her COVID-19 vacci-
nation at Children’s Hospital New Orleans,

Tuesday, June 21, 2022. Children under five
can now receive the vaccination. (Photo/Chris
Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orle-
ans Advocate via AP)
GENEVA — About 25 million children worldwide
have missed out on routine immunizations against
common diseases like diptheria, largely because the
coronavirus pandemic disrupted regular health ser-
vices or triggered misinformation about vaccines, ac-
cording to the UN. In a new report published Friday,
the World Health Organization and UNICEF said
their figures show 25 million children last year failed to
get vaccinated against diptheria, tetanus and pertussis,
a marker for childhood immunization coverage, con-
tinuing a downward trend that began in 2019.
“This is a red alert for child health,” said Catherine
Russell, UNICEF’s Executive Director.
“We are witnessing the largest sustained drop in child-
hood immunization in a generation,” she said, adding
that the consequences would be measured in lives lost.
Data showed the vast majority of the children who
failed to get immunized were living in developing
countries, namely Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Nige-
ria and the Philippines. While vaccine coverage fell
in every world region, the worst effects were seen in
East Asia and the Pacific. Experts said this “historic
backsliding” in vaccination coverage was especially
disturbing since it was occurring as rates of severe
malnutrition were rising. Malnourished children typi-
cally have weaker immune systems and infections like
measles can often prove fatal to them.
- “The convergence
i of a hunger cn51s

a child survival cri-
sis,” the U.N. said.
Smentlsts sald low vaccine coverage rates had already
resulted in preventable outbreaks of diseases like mea-
sles and polio. In March 2020, WHO and partners
asked countries to suspend their polio eradication
efforts amid the accelerating COVID-19 pandemic.
There have since been dozens of polio epidemics in
more than 30 countries.

“This is particularly tragic as tremendous progress was
made in the two decades before the COVID pandem-
ic to improve childhood vaccination rates globally,”
said Helen Bedford, a professor of children’s health at
University College London, who was not connected
to the UN. report. She said the news was shocking but
not surprising, noting that immunization services are
ﬁequently an “early casualty” of major social or eco-
nomic disasters.

Dr. David Elliman, a consultant pediatrician at Brit-
ain’s Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, said
it was critical to reverse the declining vaccination trend
among children.

“The effects of what happens in one part of the world
can ripple out to affect the whole globe,” he said in a
statement, noting the rapid spread of COVID-19 and
more recently, monkeypox. ‘“Whether we act on the
basis of ethics or ‘enlightened self interest’, we must
put (children) top of our list of priorities.” (Courtesy
ocregister.com)
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But Use Is Still Significantly Up Among Medicare Patients, Per HHS

Pandemic Spike in Telehealth Levels Off
I | X Lo ¥

Telehealth’s early bonanza during the pandemic has given way to persistently elevated
use in primary care, a Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) report

showed.

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Analysis of Medicare fee-for-service
(FFS) data showed an increase in Medi-
care primary care visits from 0.1% of

all primary care in February to 43.5% in
April, representing an increase from about
2,000 to 1.28 million telehealth visits per
week.

Meanwhile, there was a “precipitous”
drop in in-person visits for primary care
in mid-March as COVID-19 took hold

in the U.S., then a rise from mid-April
through May, according to the report from
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Planning and Evaluation. Use of telehealth
in primary care “declined somewhat but
appears to have leveled off at a persistent
and significant level by the beginning of
June,” the report noted. It still accounted
for 22.7% of Medicare beneficiaries’
primary care visits as of June 3rd.

Overall, weekly primary care visit rates
have not yet returned to pre-pandemic
levels.

“Based on early experience with Medicare
primary care telehealth at the start of the
COVID-19 public health emergency, there
is evidence that Medicare’s new telehealth
flexibilities played a critical role in help-
ing to maintain access to primary health
care services -- when many beneficiaries

and providers were concerned with trans-

mission of COVID-19,” the authors noted.

“The stable and sustained use of telehealth

after in-person primary care visits started to
resume in mid-April suggests there may be
continued demand for telehealth in Medi-
care, even after the pandemic ends.”

The findings overall match those from
healthcare provider databases suggesting

a 60% to 70% drop in health care office
visits, partially offset by telehealth visits,
with the start of the pandemic. Drug market
research firm IQVIA has reported from
physician surveys that about 9% of patient
interactions were via telehealth prior to the
pandemic but 51% during the shutdown,
with expectation of a 21% rate after the
pandemic, the HHS report noted. There
have been calls for Medicare to make the
loosened rules around telemedicine perma-
nent, and some legislative movement in that
direction, but private insurers have signaled
the opposite.

Fred Pelzman, MD, an internal medicine
physician at Weill Cornell Medicine in New
York City (and MedPage Today columnist),
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said an informal survey of his patients indi-
cated they would be willing to do up to 50%
of their care via video tools.

“We went from a handful of video visits in
our practice to several thousand over the
course of the months,” he said. “It’s a great
way to take care of people, kept a lot of peo-
ple safe, we think. What has happened is that
as we started to open our practice back up
again and offer appointments, the floodgates
have opened and patients are declining video
visits.”

TELEHEALTH MARKET 0=

kot Size (USS.

.....................................

- services

Those patients opting for in-person visits
tend to be older, braving what feels like a
quiet time in the pandemic for the state to
take care of necessary visits, he noted. “I
think ultimately that we’ll plateau. It will
probably come down a little more.” The
study included Medicare FFS Part B claims
from January through May 2020 for primary
care services along with preliminary Medi-
care Part B primary care claims data up to
June 3. Primary care services included eval-
uation and management, preventive services,
and advance care planning.

Telehealth usage increased most in urban
counties early in the pandemic and saw
smaller declines in May compared with

rural counties across the country. Among
cities, Boston had the greatest proportion of
primary care visits by telehealth (73.1%) and
Phoenix the lowest (37%).

Notably, the rate “was not strongly associ-
ated with differences in COVID-19 severity
across cities as measured by rate of hospi-
talizations per thousand Medicare FFS ben-
eficiaries,” the report pointed out. (Courtesy
https://www.medpagetoday.com/)

Related

Telehealth up 53%, growing fast-
er than any other place of care

A striking indicator of telehealth’s building
momentum suggests that now is the time for

physicians to understand how care delivered
at a distance can fit it into a wide variety of
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practices.

A national study of insurance claims filed for
alternative settings of care found telehealth
rocketed up 53% from 2016 to 2017. That
growth greatly outpaced other places stud-
ied—14% at urgent care centers, 7% at retail
clinics, and 6% at ambulatory surgical centers
(ASCs). In a telling sign of the shift in the
delivery of care, emergency departments were
the one setting reported on that experienced

a decline—it was 2%. The data—drawn from
claim lines, the separate procedures listed
within a claim—and analysis comes from a
white paper, “FH Healthcare Indicators and
FH Medical Price Index 2019: An Annual
View of Place of Service Trends and Medical
Pricing.” The paper was issued by Fair
Health, a New York nonprofit that operates

a vast database of commercial and Medicare
claims.

Telehealth is rapidly growing in terms of

claims, and advancing its signature combi-

nation of health information and telecom-

munications. It can encompass consultations

such as video-conferencing with patients

and fellow physicians—though generally

not simply phone calls, emails or texts—as

well the collection of health data and images

that can be shared in real time or stored and

transmitted.

Related Coverage

Which Medical Specialties Use Tele-
medicine The Most?

The No. 1 diagnostic category for telehealth

was mental health in 2016, but that dropped

to No. 5 in this most recent Fair Health report,

accounting for 7% of the claim lines in 2017

compared with 31% in 2016. Other catego-

ries of telehealth grew in 2017, with 13% of

telehealth diagnoses being related to injuries

AR

AR =
L l%f]—‘—~ 7 T-

(-1 "%HVEE «}i‘f HYE'E g Ol 'EI Bk
’ﬂwwwmw T g
EEIR P iy "gﬁq#\ fact

|EPIH A SR HIJ

_Lm—

RLE 1LV S SRR ] - o L
JFJ;W“P%H?L [J* 'J[%?Fu A

sty P P
T Lva% e
) ﬂ%yﬁi%e'u [Jc& U o A

P

FEEHE ’fd*‘?%ﬂﬁw ES SR
&j IJBKJ_'—.:[: |$—JU<L[

[ Fﬂ*'Mﬁiﬁ “c
AR IV iy T

f‘ﬁ% e JEE‘;IJ
|§,I R | iﬁi[{;iﬁf[]ﬁﬁj[ S

ek Eni';:z&ﬁil el EI I i)
3t U T
U

] NI

L dgﬁw%%w’@*@@wﬁ@%

%Jiﬂ' 3‘;“J‘I J"F‘_FAJ DL{”J?‘;[:;/‘;;E}’
RS = ORI
LJJJEIﬁ[ﬁl[u f\‘_{'\ . WlJo ‘HHI—

iﬁﬂr#ﬁwﬁ~ﬁ*f'ﬁﬁﬂw

?E‘
lﬂ Ii_-} FIT4-4 itEﬂEl_j\ [=3
A AL %Mﬁ%%*
HEE - 2% B
s FJ ) Y

-
H

P

)

. blood-pressure data can be collected at home,
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or digestive system issues.

Increasingly, the focus is on mobile devices—
referred to as mHealth—allowing for ease
and continuity of tracking patient data, and to
facilitate communication with the health care
team as well as researchers. For example,

sent to a patient’s mobile phone and then be
transmitted through an app.

Even with all those developments, tele-
health is still a tiny share of care provided. It
accounts for 0.11% of the Fair Health claims
lines data for 2017. That compares with 2.6%
at emergency departments, 1.2% at urgent
care centers, 0.91% at ASCs and 0.033%
percent at retail clinics.

Payment catches up with telehealth

The AMA advocated for—and the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services has accept-
ed—five new Current Procedural Terminol-
ogy (CPT®) codes for 2019 that will allow
physicians to be paid for their delivery of
health care services using virtual technologies
including remote patient monitoring (RPM)
and e-consults. These include three CPT
codes for RPM and two for e-consults with
another health care professional.

In the Fair Health white paper, telehealth
claims were identified by CPT codes such as
CPT 99441—telephone evaluation and man-
agement service provided by a physician to an
established patient—or telehealth modifiers
such as GQ.

Follow the AMA Playbook for digital
success

The objective of the AMA’s 100-page Play-
book is to provide “key steps, best practices
and resources” for physicians who want

to start and move forward in a quick and
informed manner.

80
N

The authoritative guide discusses implemen-
tation, evaluating vendors and scaling up
telehealth as a practice’s competencies and
confidence grow. Also included are up-to-
date CPT coding information, checklists and
worksheets and other resources. (Courtesy
https://www.ama-assn.org/)
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