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Russia fires barrage of missiles on Ukraine
cities, energy grid

KYTV, Dec 29 (Reuters) - Russia fired scores of missiles
into Ukraine early on Thursday, targeting Kyiv and other
cities including Lviv in the west and Odesa in the south-
west, sending people rushing to shelters and knocking out
power in one of Moscow’s largest aerial assaults.

“Senseless barbarism. These are the only words that come
to mind seeing Russia launch another missile barrage at
peaceful Ukrainian cities ahead of New Year,” Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba wrote on Twitter.

Ukraine’s military said it had shot down 54 missiles out

of 69 launched by Russia. Air raid sirens rang out across
Ukraine - for five hours in the capital Kyiv. Officials had
earlier said more than 120 missiles were fired during the
assault.

Reuters footage showed emergency workers pouring
through the smouldering wreckage of residential homes in
Kyiv destroyed by a blast and smoke trails of missiles in
the sky.

Former Pope Benedict’s condition remains grave but stable
- Vatican

Serbs dismantle barricades as Kosovo standoff eases

Wall Street jumps in dip-buying rally, oil slides

Belarus’ defence ministry says it downed Ukrainian S-300
missile

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-largest city, firefighters
worked to extinguish a large blaze at an electricity station.
In the southern central city of Zaporizhzhia, houses were
damaged and a missile left a huge crater.

“I woke up to everything shaking, crumbling. I got up and
screamed, ‘Vitia, Vitia (my husband), where are you?’ I ran
barefoot on glass. He appeared and glass was falling off
him,” said 60-year-old local resident Halyna.

Ukraine’s military said Russia had launched air and sea-
based cruise missiles, and anti-aircraft missiles at energy
infrastructure facilities in eastern, central, western and
southern regions. The attacks followed an overnight assault
by “kamikaze” drones.

More than 18 residential buildings and 10 critical infra-
structure installations were destroyed in the latest attacks,
the defence ministry said in a statement.

Waves of Russian air strikes in recent months targeting
energy infrastructure have left millions without power and
heating in often freezing temperatures.

‘SKILL AND EFFICIENCY”

“The enemy placed a high stake on this attack, prepar-

ing for it for two weeks. Ukrainian air defence forces
demonstrated an incredible level of skill and efficiency,”
Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal said on the Tele-
gram messaging app.

Emergency shutdowns of power could be applied in some
areas to avoid accidents in the networks, Shmyhal said.

Rescuers work at a site of private houses heavily damaged

by a Russian missile strike in Kyiv

Kyiv authorities said two private houses in Darnytskyi
district were damaged by the fragments of downed mis-
siles and a business and a playground were also damaged.
The mayor of Kyiv, Vitali Klitschko, said 16 missiles were
shot down and three people injured in the attacks.

The mayor of Lviv, Andriy Sadovyi, said on Telegram that
90% of his city near the Polish border was without elec-
tricity. The missiles damaged an energy infrastructure unit.

In the Odesa region, the fragments of one missile hit a
residential building, though no casualties were reported,
its governor Maksym Marchenko said.

Moscow has repeatedly denied targeting civilians, but
Ukraine says its daily bombardment is destroying cities,
towns, and the country’s power, medical and other infra-
structure.

For months Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
has asked Western countries for further air defence help.
The United States last week announced nearly $2 billion
in more military aid, including the Patriot Air Defense
System, which offers protection against aircraft, cruise
and ballistic missiles.

Belarus protested on Thursday to Ukraine’s ambassador
after saying it had downed a Ukrainian S-300 air defence
missile. TV footage released by Belarus’ state-run BelTA
news agency showed what looked like missile debris in a
field. A Ukrainian military spokesman in effect acknowl-
edged that the missile was a Ukrainian stray, saying the
incident was “nothing strange, a result of air defence” and
something that “has happened more than once”.

Ukraine’s defence ministry said it was ready to invite
authoritative experts from countries that do not sup-
port “the terrorist state of Russia” to participate in an
investigation.

“The worst of it is that peaceful people have suffered
again,” a ministry statement said, citing Russia’s
bombardment.

In Russia, a regional governor said air defences
had shot down a drone near the Engels air force
base, hundreds of kilometres from the frontlines in
Ukraine and home to long-range strategic bombers.
Russia says Ukraine has already tried to attack the
base twice this month.

Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 in what President
Vladimir Putin calls a “special military operation” to
demilitarize its neighbour. Ukraine and its Western
allies have denounced Russia’s actions as an imperi-
alist-style land grab.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on
Thursday that Zelenskiy’s idea of driving Russia out
of eastern Ukraine and Crimea with Western help
and getting Moscow to pay damages is “an illusion”,
the RIA news agency reported.

There is still no prospect of talks to end the war.
Zelenskiy is pushing a 10-point peace plan that

envisages Russia respecting Ukraine’s territorial
integrity and pulling out all its troops.

Sophie S Zheng PC seeks accountant

1. Prepare income statement and balance sheet.
2. Maintain and continuously improve the current accounting information system to document and analyze financial transactions and

make appropriate journal entries.

3. Prepare and review account payable, account receivable, payroll, invoices, cash receipt and other accounting documents for accuracy
and completeness; do cash reconciliation between

financial statement and bank account and resolve any discrepancy.
4. Establish and maintain a firm-wide internal control system to assure the reliability and accuracy of the accounting reporting system.
5. Prepare budget and analyze the variance between budget and actual expenditure; and make recommendations to reduce the variance.

6. Explain accounting policies to clients.
7. Advise clients on auditing and tax filing.

Master’ s degree in Accounting required.
Send resume to: sophie @zhengcpa.com
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People Have Died Because Of
The Freezing Winter Storm

After more
than five days
of a
re—
cord-breaking
winter storm,
many airlines
are back up
and running.
Only
Southwest
Airlines
canceled 2,500
flights, 62% of
their planned
flights. The
airlines said
they will plan
only one-third
of scheduled
flights for the
time being.
Some
passengers
who could not
rebook their
flights rented
cars and spent
thousands of
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dollars to buy
tickets on other
airlines.

Over the
past several
years,
Southwest
Airlines has
used a
plot—to—point
route model
that often lets
passengers fly
directly without
having to stop
over a central
hub so that
they can save
many hours of
travel time.

For many
years | have
also been a
regular
passenger of
Southwest
Airlines. | often
travel between
Houston and

Dallas because
there are
flights every
hour. | can
leave early and
travel late. It is
very
convenient.

In recent
years the
company’ s
rapid
expansion of
the
international
market has
made it the
largest airlines
in America.

Itis
related to the
fights of
consumers and
the
Department of
Transportation
and Congress
are ready to
look into it.
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A roadblock is seen in Rudare, near the northern part of the ethnical-
ly-divided town of Mitrovica, Kosovo. REUTERS/Florion Goga

An excavator works at the entrance (0"
tiquities Authority in Muraba’at Cave near the Dead Sea, in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
REUTERS/Amir Cohen

Make

A grey heron stands on a frozen
Han river on a cold winter day
in Seoul, South Korea. REU-
TERS/Kim Hong-Ji

Fregvation overseen by the Israel An- A woman waits in her car to fill their tank at a gas station after Luis Fernando Camacho, the

governor of Santa Cruz and a prominent opposition leader, was detained by the Bolivian police,
in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia. REUTERS/Lesly Moyano

Museum goers stand amid

a light installation of five
spherical balls by 1959-born
German artist Mischa Kuball
called “Five planets, 2015 at
Museum Folkwang in Essen,
Germany. REUTERS/Wolf-
gang Rattay

Bolivian opposition leader Luis
Fernando Camacho receives a
medical evaluation following

his detention, at an undisclosed
location in this image released
December 28, 2022. TWITTER/
Carlos Eduardo del Castillo del
Carpio




7

s 1Y

English

£HHR

EHR

2022%12A31H

Saturday, December 31, 2022

C3

Southervw

DALY,

Make
Today

COMMUNITY

(14

ive Peace A Chance”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor
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Russia’s Invasion Of Ukraine
Changes The Global Order Forever

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

A Russian tank enters a region con-
trolled by Moscow-backed rebels in
eastern Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.
(Photo/Nanna  Heitmann—Mag-
num Photos)

On Wednesday, February 23, 2022, Vladimir Pu-
tin declared war on Ukraine with tanks, rockets,
and a slap to the face. The optics of the President
of Russia, a permanent member of the U.N. Se-
curity Council, announcing the invasion of a
sovereign nation during an emergency meeting
of its members—presided over by Russia’s U.N.
ambassador, no less—were stark: the ultimate re-
pudiation of the rules-based world order that the
organization embodies.

UN. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres was
shocked enough to call it the “saddest moment
in my tenure.” Though as the bombardment of

Ukrainian cities escalated alongside the testiness .

of exchanges inside the chamber, feelings shifted
to outrage at the impotence of members’ calls for
peace and dialogue.

“At the exact time as we were gathered in the
council seeking peace, Putin delivered a message
of war in total disdain for the responsibility of
this council,” said U.S. permanent representative
Linda Thomas-Greenfield. “This is a grave emer-
gency.”

It would be reductive to attribute these failings
simply to Putin’s belligerence. It’s been an open
secret that global governing institutions have been
broken for a long time, spotlighted by a series of
recent crises that have received limp attention: the
annexation of Crimea, the COVID-19 pandemic,
the return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan,
popular uprising in Kazakhstan, coup d’état in
Myanmar, and now, most drastic of all, invasion

People wave a huge Ukrainian national flag
during an action in support of their country
in Kramatorsk, Ukraine, Wednesday, Feb.
23,2022. (Andriy Andriyenko—AP)

“It’s the biggest crisis since World War I, in the
[heart] of Europe, and will have huge conse-
quences,” former Mongolian President Tsakh-
iagiin Elbegdorj told TIME on Thursday. “It
will require great effort to settle this issue and
update the world order.”

“It seems that the old Cold War tensions never
really went away,” former Thai Prime Minister
Abhisit Vejjajiva tells TIME. “It’s almost as if
we’re back to a situation of war and potential
flash points around the world.”

On Wednesday, the Biden Administration
called out Beijing for its role underwriting this
shift. “Russia and [China] also want a world
order,” U.S. State Department spokesman Ned
Price told reporters. “But this is an order that is
and would be profoundly illiberal, an order that
stands in contrast to the system that countries
around the world ... have built in the last seven

But partial blame must also be placed on the
hubris of the U.S., which never strengthened
international institutions in those 70 years when
it was the only dominant power. The Bretton
Woods institutions set out global economic
rules around which we still operate, including
the World Trade Organization, International
Monetary Fund, and others, in terms of trade,
commerce, and sanctions for noncompliance.
Up until recently, because of the wealth of
America and the potency of developed Euro-
pean nations, the West largely called the shots.
Today, however, Washington finds itself unable
to freely exert its will as a result of Beijing’s

swelling economic and diplomatic clout. Tell-
ingly, Chinese officials lead four of the 15 U.N.
specialized agencies. In January, China was the
only UN. Security Council member to vote
with Russia in a failed attempt to stop a U.S.-re-
quested meeting regarding Moscow’s troop
build-up at its border with Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Russia has stunningly co-opted the
language of the UN. Charter 2(4) regarding
sovereignty and territorial integrity to justify its
actions. “So it’s sort of claiming the mantelpiece
of international order, while fundamentally and
quite dramatically undermining it,” says Les-
lie Vinjamuri, dean of the Queen Elizabeth 11
Academy for Leadership in Intemational Af-
fairs at Chatham House.

politics of mod-
em China at Oxford University, is that the former
wants to influence the international order to its own
benefit from within, while the latter wants to tear it
up entirely: “Because of the kind of state that China
wants to be, that is globalized in terms of its trading
capacity but able to be as self-sufficient as possi-
ble at home, the international order actually suits it
very well.”
That makes it arguably a larger challenge for the
West than even the Cold War, when the West
was up against a country that was in military
terms a superpower, but economically weak.
With China, “all of a sudden we’re looking at
a country that has the economic capability to
take us all on,” says [ain Duncan Smith, an MP
and former leader of the UK. Conservative
Party. “That means the rule-based order can be
debauched, which is what’s happening now.”
Beijing supports international institutions and
agreements aligned with its goals, such as the
World Bank and the Paris climate pacts. But
where Beijing’s interests diverge from estab-
lished norms, especially human rights, it aims
to corrupt those values and bring in alternative
models. In fields where standards are yet to be
established, like internet governance, Beijing
works with Moscow and other illiberal nations
to push standards that align with their interests.
It can do so because those institutions in them-
selves are weak

e g s
The United Nations security council gathers
for an emergency meeting at the request of
Ukraine over the threat of a full-scale inva-
sion by Russia, in New York City on Feb.
23, 2022. (Photo/David Dee Delgado—Getty

Images)

China’s ambivalence on Putin’s aggression
against Ukraine spotlights the new normal.
While calling for “dialogue and negotiation” on
Thursday, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
effectively gave his blessing to the invasion, tell-
ing his Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov, on a
call that “the Chinese side understands Russia’s
legitimate security concerns.”

“Beijing thinks this one’s probably going to by-
pass China, as it is a war between two European
countries,” says Mitter. “And that the role of
NATO and the United States is really what’s at
the heart of the dispute.”

Firefighters work on a building fire after
bombings on the eastern Ukraine town of
Chuhuiv on Feb. 24, 2022. (Aris Messinis—
AFP/Getty Images)
It’s wrong to think of inaction as completely
new, though. In truth, the exceptional moments
in UN. history have been when consensus has
been reached among the P5—the officially rec-
ognized nuclear-weapons states—to stand up
for the international order when one of them
was involved. “It just doesn’t happen,” says
Vinjamuri. “So this [kind of Ukraine situation]
isn’t really out of keeping; it’s built into the
structure of the UN.”
Conclusion
Moscow’s Military Push Has Upended Post-
Cold War Security, United NATO Allies And
Renewed Foreign-Policy Debates
Much will depend on whether meaningful costs
are inflicted on Putin. The US., EU., UK.,
Australia, Canada, and Japan have unveiled
sanctions on Russian banks and wealthy cronies
of Putin, while Germany halted certification
of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline from Rus-
sia. However, China along with other Kremlin
friends can likely compensate. Bilateral trade
between China and Russia rose 33.6% year-
on-year to some $140 billion in 2021. Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan was in Moscow
on Wednesday to discuss, among other things,
the $2.5 billion Pakistan Stream gas pipeline,
which Moscow wants to build between Karachi
and Kasur, expressing bewilderment at arriving
during “so much excitement.”

the Russian border on Wednesday. (Photo/

ANTONIO BRONIC/REUTERS)

“The [Ukraine] situation has escalated due to

pure mistrust,” he says. “Russia is uncomfort-
able with having NATO installed on its door-
step. Ukraine feels threatened. And the West is
suspicious of Russian motives.” A meaningful
discussion about the expansion of NATO and
the sovereignty of Ukraine by a neutral party
might have led to a more desirable outcome, he
adds. “I don’t pretend it’s easy, but I can’t see
that happening when it’s just being dealt with by
the conflicting parties.”
Russia’s military incursion deeper into Ukraine
is one of those rare events that won’t merely
affect the world. It will change the world. By
moving further into a sovereign state to bring
it under his thumb, Russian President Vladimir
Putin has shattered the security architecture that
has prevailed in Europe since the end of the
Cold War, and no one knows what will take its
place. The ability of the U.S. to do what three
consecutive presidents have pledged to do—
clear away other international entanglements
to focus on competition with China—has been
undercut again. Military expenditures will like-
ly increase in the West. Economic globalization
will be set back.

Meanwhile, fissures that have been lying just
beneath the surface in American politics, sep-
arating internationalists and neo-isolationists,
are becoming more visible, particularly in the
Republican Party. Those are just some of the
ripple effects. Like the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the
onset of what could become the largest ground
warfare in Europe since World War II marks
such a departure from the norm that some of'its
consequences are impossible to know for sure,
and some figure to play out in unexpected ways
for years to come.

The most immediate help China can give Rus-
sia is simple relief from the sanctions imposed
on Moscow, which are now set to expand and
deepen. More broadly, China and Russia share
amotivation to work together to build a kind of
parallel international financial system apart from
the dollar-denominated, American-dominated
one that currently exists. Dreaming of such an
outcome and achieving it are two quite differ-
ent things, but the dream now might have new
resonance. Still, China has other interests in its
relationship with the U.S. and doesn’t seem in-
terested in seriously breaking ties, which could
limit Sino-Russian cooperation. Those compet-
ing interests might explain Beijing’s awkward
reaction so far, in which it has refrained from en-
dorsing Moscow’s move but has talked vaguely
about respecting “relevant countries’ legitimate
security concerns” in Ukraine. (Courtesy time.
com) (Courtesy time.com)
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Preffered Brand at home and in restaurants.

Finest Quality

e BAMNTEIIER - BER » FIEF(EAIKBIM(EES

Excellent for Fried Rice, Steamed Rice, Spring Rolls or any

traditional rice dish.
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Available at Your Favorite Distributor

(Riviana )

Contact:
Phone:
E-mail:

Cesar Vazquez
713-535-8215
cvazquez®@riviana.com
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