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Microsoft to shed 10,000 jobs, adding to glut

of tech layofts

DAVOS, Switzerland, Jan 18 (Reuters) - Microsoft Corp
(MSFT.O) on Wednesday said it would eliminate 10,000
jobs and take a $1.2 billion charge to earnings, as its
cloud-computing customers reassess their spending and the
company braces for potential recession.

The layoffs add to the tens of thousands announced in
recent months across the technology sector, which has
downshifted following a strong growth period during the
pandemic.

The news comes even as the software maker is set to ramp
up spending in generative artificial intelligence that the
industry sees as the new bright spot.

In a note to employees, CEO Satya Nadella attempted to
address the divergent outlook for different parts of the
business.

Customers wanted to “optimize their digital spend to do
more with less” and “exercise caution as some parts of the
world are in a recession and other parts are anticipating
one,” he said. “At the same time, the next major wave of
computing is being born with advances in AL.”

Nadella said the layoffs, affecting less
than 5% of Microsoft’s workforce,
would conclude by the end of March,
with notifications beginning Wednes-
day.

However, Microsoft would keep hiring
in “strategic areas,” he said. Al is likely
to be one of those areas. Nadella this
week touted Al to world leaders gath-
ered in Davos, Switzerland, claiming
the technology would transform its
products and touch people around the
globe.

Microsoft has looked at adding to its
$1-billion stake in OpenAl, the startup
behind the Silicon Valley chatbot sensa-
tion known as ChatGPT, which Micro- ;

soft plans to soon market through its cloud service.
Shares of the Redmond, Washington-based company fell
about 1%.

The announcement corresponds with the start of layoffs

at its retail and cloud-computing rival Amazon.com Inc
(AMZN.O) which started notifying employees Wednesday
of its own 18,000-person job cuts.

In an internal memo seen by Reuters, Amazon said that
affected workers in the United States, Canada and Costa
Rica would be informed by the end of the day. Employees
in China will be notified after the Chinese New Year.

Along with Amazon, Facebook parent Meta Platforms Inc
(META.O) announced cuts of 11,000 jobs, while cloud-
based software company Salesforce Inc (CRM.N) said it
would cut 10% of its 80,000-member workforce.

Big tech companies sack staff amid recession fears

Overall, in 2022, more than 97,000 job cuts in tech were an-

nounced, highest for the sector since 2002, when 131,000 cuts

were announced, according to outplacement firm Challenger,
Gray & Christmas.

“We haven’t seen this activity since the dot-com bust,” said
Andrew Challenger, the company’s senior vice president.

The company is terminating 878 full-time workers at its
Redmond headquarters, according to an update on Washing-
ton State’s Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification
(WARN) page. Under U.S. law, most employers are required
to report staff cuts affecting 50 or more workers at a single
location.

CLOUD GROWTH DECLINING
Microsoft’s billion-dollar charge will cut profit by 12 cents a
share in Microsoft’s second fiscal quarter this year, and could

The logo of Microsoft is seen
outside their offices in Herzliya,
near Tel Aviv, Israecl Decem-
ber 27, 2022. REUTERS/Rami
Amichay

resonate beyond the tech sector, some ana-
lysts said.

“Here’s one of the marquee growth com-
panies with a very distinct user base saying
that perhaps economic conditions aren’t
nearly as good as we thought they were,”
said Brian Frank, a portfolio manager at
Frank Funds who has owned Microsoft
stock on and off over the last several years.

The charge is attributable to severance costs
as well as adjustments to Microsoft’s hard-
ware lineup and lease consolidation to build
higher-density workspaces, Nadella said.

Microsoft declined to detail the hardware
changes or say if it would stop developing
any product line.

Microsoft’s cloud revenues soared in recent
years from an explosion in corporate de-
mand to host data online and handle com-
puting in the so-called cloud. But growth
dropped to 35% in the first fiscal quarter

of 2023, and the company projects more
declines to come. In July last year, it said a
small number of roles had been eliminated.

WEA LEE'S GLOBAL NOTES

The Alief Neighborhood Center building at the junction
of Bellaire Blvd. and Kirkwood in the International
District was formally open by Mayor Turner last
Saturday. This modern building covers more than 70,
000 square feet and is located on 37 acres of land.

Mayor Turner also announced that the city's Health
Department, Library and Social Services Department
will be moved into the new building to serve the Alief
area.

The total cost of the project was $58 million dollars.
Over the last several years more businesses have
moved into the area. We have been able to generate
more tax money to improve our school district and
many other facilities and services in the area. We are
also part of these businesses in the International
District.

Today we are so happy to have such a new and
modern cultural and educational building rising up in
our district. This will allow us to sponsor more cultural
activities and also positively affect the economy of the
area.

We also want to express our gratitude to Mayor Turner
and to all the city leaders who have worked hard to
make this huge project come alive and who have
created a beautiful reality in our area.
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Center Building Rises Up
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A view shows the destroyed Antonivskyi bridge over the Dnipro
river after Russia’s retreat from Kherson, in Kherson, Ukraine. RE-

UTERS/Stringer

Spain’s Rafael Nadal looks dejected after losing his second round Australian Open match

against Mackenzie Mcdonald of the U.S. REUTERS/Carl Recine

med

Editor’s Choice

Bahrain Raid Xtreme’s Sebas-
tien Loeb and co-driver Fabian
Lurquin in action during stage 13
of the Dakar Rally Shaybah to
Al-Hofuf, Saudi Arabia, January
14. REUTERS/Hamad I Moham-

A view shows the site where a
helicopter falls on civil in-
frastructure buildings in the
town of Brovary, outside Kyiv,
Ukraine. REUTERS/Valentyn
Ogirenko

A view shows boats on the banks of the Shatt al-Arab in Basra, Iraq, January 17, 2023. REU-
TERS/Thaier Al-Sudani

Maty Diop plays soccer
outside her house, on

the outskirts of Dakar,
Senegal. REUTERS/Zohra
Bensemra
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Bill Gates: “I Don’t Want To Be ‘A

Voice Of Doom And Gloom On Covid’,
But The Worst’ Could Still Be Ahead”

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Daily Editor

Bill Gates speaks during the Global Investment
Summit at the Science Museum on October 19,
2021, in London, England. (Photo/Leon Neal |
Getty Images News | Getty Images)

After more than two years of Covid-19, plenty of peo-
ple are lowering their guards. But the pandemic isn’t
over yet—and, Bill Gates wamns, the worst might still
be ahead.

“We’re still at risk of this pandemic generating a vari-
ant that would be even more transmissive and even
more fatal,” the billionaire Microsoft co-founder and
public health advocate told the Financial Times on
Sunday. “It’s not likely, I don’t want to be a voice of
doom and gloom, but it’s way above a 5% risk that
this pandemic, we haven’t even seen the worst of it.”
New Covid cases, powered by the BA 2 subvariant of
Covid’s omicron strain, are currently growing across
the U.S.: The country’s seven-day average of daily
new U.S. cases is up to 54,429 as of Sunday, accord-
ing to Johns Hopkins University data. That’s a 9%
increase over the week prior, with cases growing in 39
states over that time frame.

But Covid-related deaths are declining, leading White
House Covid czar Dr. Ashish Jha to say last month
that he’s “not overly concemed right now” about
BA2. Rather; its spread is more a reminder that Covid
is still lurking — and as Gates notes, the virus could
potentially mutate again, resulting in a strain of greater
concem.

For Gates, one lesson from the Covid pandemic so far
is that preemptive planning and protective measures
could help the world better manage future pandemics.
It’s the core concept of his upcoming book, “How to
Prevent the Next Pandemic,” set to publish later this
year.

One pmposaL he says, is for the Woﬂd Health Organi-
zation to launch a global surveillance team, consisting

of experts who can quickly spot new health threats
around the world and rapidly coordinate with global
govemnments to prevent future illnesses from growing
into pandemics. Gates, who has labeled his proposed
task force the “Global Epidemic Response and Mobi-
lization” (GERM) initiative, told the Financial Times
that the idea would require significant financial invest-
ment fiom WHO and its member countries in order to
create a global team of experts, including epidemiolo-
gists and virologists, and give them the tools they need
to proactively identify and contain future outbreaks.
It's a plan that Gates previously floated at the 2022
TED conference in April, where he noted that WHO
would likely need to spend more than $1 billion per
year on such a global response team. That’s costly, but
the cost of another pandemic could be far greater. The
Interational Monetary Fund (IMF) has estimated that
the Covid pandemic will cost the global economy
over $12.5 trillion by 2024. Meanwhile, more than 6.2
million people are believed to have died globally from
the coronavirus, according to WHO, and Gates has
repeatedly said in recent years that the world was not
propetly prepared for this pandemic.

“It seems wild to me that we could fail to look at this
tragedy and not, on behalf of the citizens of the world,
make these investments,” Gates told the Financial
Times on Sunday. The line echoed a comment he
made at the TED conference in April: “We need to
spend billions in order to save trillions.”

Between the proposed GERM team and other sugges-
tions from his upcoming book — including fighting
back against misinformation and making vaccines
more accessible globally — Gates has said that his
goal for 2022 is “making sure that Covid-19 is the last
pandemic.” And, while he cautions against becoming
complacent against Covid’s ongoing risks, the billion-
aire has also expressed optimism that the coronavirus
will be more manageable by this summer—saying in
January that, ideally, most Americans will eventually
be able to treat Covid like the “‘seasonal flu.” (Courtesy
https:/Avww.cnbe.com/)
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In this screengrab, Bill Gates speaks during All In
'WA: A Concert For COVID-19 Relief on June 24,
2020 in Washington. (Photo/Getty Images)

Bill Gates may not love New Year’s resolutions, but
he’s still setting large goals for 2022 and beyond. At
the top of his list: avoiding future pandemics. In his
end-of-year blog post earlier this month, the billionaire
Microsoft co-founder and healthcare philanthropist
wrote that among the world’s biggest problems, the
next Covid-level health scare is pressing enough to
demand attention in 2022.

“We can’t afford to repeat the suffering of the last two
years,” Gates wrote. “The world had a chance to in-
vest in the tools and systems that could’ve prevented
the Covid-19 pandemic, and we didn’t take it.”

Gates hinted that the topic will be the subject of his
nextbook, set to publish next year. In the meantime, he
wrote, investing in medical research and development
is a smart place to start: Many of the world’s high-
est-profile medical projects, paused by Covid, could
accelerate again in the near future.

In one example, he
noted, the Bill and

ravir, a preventative
HIV medlcanon, in Affica. Current pill treatments
offer reliable protection, but they must be ingested
in frequent or otherwise planned intervals. The new
treatment, also a pill, would only need to be taken once
per month — and the trial’s first results, released this
summer, were promising, Gates noted.

Gates and ex-wife Melinda French Gates have also
donated billions of dollars to various health organiza-
tions. In a 2019 Wall Street Journal essay, the pair said
they’d given up to $10 billion to organizations like the
Global Fund, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance (GAVI) over the past
two decades.

In his blog post, Gates wrote, some of this year’s
achievements show that the world may really be able
to end the Covid pandemic and curb the next one,
from governments and nonprofits combating climate
change together to the World Health Organization’s
approval of the first malana vaocme

Trust Index, a survey of more than 33,000 people
across 28 countries that Gates cited in his post, Amer-
icans in particular don’t trust their public officials: The
study noted that 40% of U.S. respondents “deeply”
distrust the country’s federal govemnment.

“If your people don’t trust you, they’re not going to
support major new initiatives,” Gates wrote. “And
when a major crisis emerges, they’re less likely to fol-
low guidance necessary to weather the storm.”

It’s atimely issue: According to some experts, the next
pandemic could be even worse, and it might not even
be far away. “T think that as time goes forward we’re
going to see more of them,” Richard Preston, author
of “The Hot Zone,” a 1994 book about Ebola, told
CNBC lastyear “And they’re going to balloon faster.”

COVID-19
F(“ "'““* RESPONSE
T

For Gates, that means political leaders and private
citizens alike need to get on board with preventative
actions — before Covid starts to fade from people’s
priority lists.

“Now is the time to leamn from our mistakes and take
steps to prevent this terrible experience from ever hap-
pening again,” Gates wrote. “T'm hopeful that we’ll
see broad support for pandemic preparedness efforts,
and I plan on spending a lot of time advocating for
them.”

Related

COVID Vaccines Saved 20M Lives In 1st Year,
Scientists Say

Nearly 20 million lives were saved by COVID-19
vaccines during their first year, but even more deaths
could have been prevented if intemational targets
for the shots had been reached, researchers reported
Thursday.

On Dec. 8, 2020, a retired shop clerk in England re-
ceived the first shot in what would become a global
vaccination campaign. Over the next 12 months, more
than 4.3 billion people around the world lined up for
the vaccines. The effort, though marred by persisting
inequities, prevented deaths on an unimaginable scale,
said Oliver Watson of Imperial College London, who
led the new modeling study.

“Catastrophic would be the first word that comes to
mind,” Watson said of the outcome if vaccines hadn’t
been available to fight the coronavirus. The findings
“quantify just how much worse the pandemic could
have been if we did not have these vaccines.”

The researchers used data from 185 countries to esti-
mate that vaccines prevented 4.2 million COVID-19
deaths in India, 1.9 million in the United States, 1 mil-
lion in Brazil, 631,000 in France and 507,000 in the
United Kingdom.

This March 2021 photo shows vials of the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine being prepared

for packaging at the company’s facility in Puurs,
Belgium. According to a study published Thurs-
day. June 23,2022 in the journal Lancet Infectious
Diseases, nearly 20 million lives were saved by
COVID-19 vaccines during their first year, but
even more deaths could have been prevented if
global targets had been reached. (Photo/Pfizer via
AP)

An additional 600,000 deaths would have been pre-
vented if the World Health Organization target of 40%
vaccination coverage by the end of 2021 had been
met, according to the study published Thursday in the
joumal Lancet Infectious Diseases.

The main finding — 19.8 million COVID-19 deaths
were prevented — is based on estimates of how many
more deaths than usual occured during the time peri-
od. Using only reported COVID-19 deaths, the same
model yielded 14.4 million deaths averted by vaccines.
The London scientists excluded China because of
uncertainty around the pandemic’s effect on deaths
there and its huge population. The study has other
limitations. The researchers did not include how the
virus might have mutated differently in the absence of
vaccines. And they did not factor in how lockdowns or
mask wearing might have changed if vaccines weren’t
available.

Another modeling group used a different approach
to estimate that 16.3 million COVID-19 deaths were
averted by vaccines. That work, by the Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle, has not been
published.

&

In the real world, people wear masks more often when
cases are surging, said the institute’s Ali Mokdad,
and 2021's delta wave without vaccines would have
prompted a major policy response.

“We may disagree on the number as scientists, but we
all agree that COVID vaccines saved lots of lives,”
Mokdad said.

The findings underscore both the achievements and
the shortcomings of the vaccination campaign, said
Adam Finn of Bristol Medical School in England,
who like Mokdad was not involved in the study.
“Although we did pretty well this time — we saved
millions and millions of lives — we could have done
better and we should do better in the future,” Finn said.
Funding came from several groups including the
WHO; the UK Medical Research Council; Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance; and the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation. (Courtesy https://apnews.com/)
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Threat Of A Vaccine-Proof Variant
(hﬂyﬂAFbwdyhnanom&A“wy”

DI s 3

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, Southern Da|Iy Editor

July 30, 2021 -- CDC Director Rochelle Wal-
ensky, MD, made a dire prediction during a
media briefing this week that, if we weren’t al-
ready living within the reality of the COVID-19
pandemic, would sound more like a pitch for a
movie about a dystopian future.

“For the amount of virus circulating in this
country right now largely among unvaccinated
people, the largest concern that we in public
health and science are worried about is that the
virus...[becomes] a very transmissible virus
that has the potential to evade our vaccines in
terms of how it protects us from severe disease
and death,” Walensky told reporters on Tues-
day. A new, more elusive variant could be “just
a few mutations away,” she said.

“That’s a very prescient comment,” Lewis
Nelson, MD, professor and clinical chair of
emergency medicine and chief of the Division
of Medical Toxicology at Rutgers New Jersey
Medical School in Newark, tells Medscape
Medical News.

“We’ve gone through a few mutations al-
ready that have been named, and each one of
them gets a little more transmissible,” he says.
“That’s normal, natural selection and what you
would expect to happen as viruses mutate from
one strain to another.”

“What we’ve mostly seen this virus do is
evolve to become more infectious,” says Stuart
Ray, MD. “That is the remarkable feature of
Delta — that it is so infectious.”

He says that the SARS-CoV-2 has evolved
largely as expected, at least so far. “The poten-
tial for this virus to mutate has been something
that has been a concern from early on.”

“The viral evolution is a bit like a ticking clock.
The more we allow infections to occur, the
more likely changes will occur. When we have
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lots of people infected, we give more chanc-
es to the virus to diversify and then adapt to
selective pressures,” says Ray, vice-chair of
medicine for data integrity and analytics and
professor in the Division of Infectious Dis-
eases at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
in Baltimore, Maryland.

“The problem is if the virus changes in such
a way that the spike protein — which the
antibodies from the vaccine are directed
against — are no longer effective at bind-
ing and destroying the virus, and the virus
escapes immune surveillance,” Nelson says.
If this occurs, he says, “we will have an in-
effective vaccine, essentially. And we’ll be
back to where we were last March with a
brand-new disease.”

Technology to the Rescue?

The flexibility of mRNA vaccines is one
potential solution. These vaccines could be
more easily and quickly adapted to respond
to a new, more vaccine-elusive variant.
“That’s absolutely reassuring,” Nelson says.
For example, if a mutation changes the
spike protein and vaccines no longer rec-
ognize it, a manufacturer could identify the
new protein and incorporate that in a new
mRNA vaccine.

“The problem is that some people are not

==I=

=]

taking the current vaccine,” he adds. “I’m not
sure what is going to make them take the next
vaccine.”

Nothing Appears Certain

When asked how likely a new strain of
SARS-CoV-2 could emerge that gets around
vaccine protection, Nelson says, “I think

[what] we’ve learned so far there is no way to
predict anything” about this pandemic.

“The best way to prevent the virus from mu-
tating is to prevent hosts, people, from getting
sick with it,” he says. “That’s why it’s so
important people should get immunized and
wear masks.”

Both Nelson and Ray point out that it is in
the best interest of the virus to evolve to be
more transmissible and spread to more peo-
ple. In contrast, a virus that causes people to
get so sick that they isolate or die, thus halting
transmission, works against viruses surviving
evolutionarily.

Some viruses also mutate to become milder
over time, but that has not been the case with
SARS-CoV-2, Ray says.

Mutations Not the Only Concern

Viruses have another mechanism that pro-
duces new strains, and it works even more
quickly than mutations. Recombination, as
it’s known, can occur when a person is in-
fected with two different strains of the same
virus. If the two versions enter the same cell,
the viruses can swap genetic material and
produce a third, altogether different strain.
Recombination has already been seen with
influenza strains, where H and N genetic seg-
ments are swapped to yield HIN1, HIN2,
and H3N2 versions of the flu, for example.
“In the early days of SARS-CoV-2 there was
so little diversity that recombination did not
matter,” Ray says. However, there are now
distinct lineages of the virus circulating glob-
ally. If two of these lineages swap segments
“this would make a very new viral sequence
in one step without having to mutate to gain
those differences.”

“The more diverse the strains that are circu-
lating, the bigger a possibility this is,” Ray
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Protected, for Now
Walensky’s sober warning came at the same
time the CDC released new guidance calling
for the wearing of masks indoors in schools
and in any location in the country where
COVID-19 cases surpass 50 people per
100,000, also known as substantial or high
transmission areas.
On a positive note, Walensky says: “Right
now, fortunately, we are not there. The vac-
cines operate really well in protecting us from
severe disease and death.” (Courtesy web-
smd.com)
Related
Is The Lambda Variant Vaccine Resistant?
KEY POINTS
Japanese researchers
found the lambda variant
could be resistant to COVID-19 vaccines
Three mutations in the lambda variant’s
spike protein allow the variant to resist
antibodies
As the delta variant surges across the Unit-
ed States, there is a new COVID-19 variant
that is just as transmissible, but could also be
more resistant to vaccines. The lambda vari-
ant, first detected in Peru in August 2020 and
spreading through South America, made its
way to the U.S. for the first time on July 22 in
a Houston hospital.
There are 1,053 cases of the lambda variant in
the U.S. since the first case was detected, ac-
cording to GISAID, an initiative dedicated to
promoting COVID-19 data through genomic
sequencing. The U.S. ranks second in cases
behind Chile, and 41 countries have reported
at least 1 lambda case.
The threat of lambda comes as the delta vari-
ant is the dominant variant of COVID-19 in
the U.S. — it now accounts for 93% of cases,
up from the previous rate of 83%, according
to data from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Houston Methodist Hospital, which oper-
ates eight hospitals in its network, said the
first lambda case was confirmed last week.
Here’s what we know about the lambda vari-
ant so far.

Japanese researchers at the University of To-
kyo posted a lambda variant study that shows
it is highly infectious and more resistant to
COVID-19 vaccines. This study posted on
July 28 on bioRxiv, a database for unpub-
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lished preprinted studies, has not been peer
reviewed or published.

The study shows three mutations in the
lambda variant’s spike protein — RSYLT-
PGD246-253N, 260 L452Q and F490S
— which allow for the variant to resist vac-
cine-induced neutralizing antibodies. Two
other mutations — T76I and 1.452Q — are
responsible for making lambda highly infec-
tious.Spike protein is the part of the virus that
helps it penetrate cells in the human body —
which is what vaccines target.

How does the lambda variant compare to
delta?

The lambda variant isn’t showing signs to
spark concern about it becoming the domi-
nant strain of COVID-19 in the United States
like delta, said Dr. Abhijit Duggal, a staff
ICU physician and director for critical care
research for the medical ICU at the Cleveland
Clinic. Since the lambda variant was first de-
tected in Peru, it hasn’t spread globally at the
same pace as the delta variant. It has, how-
ever, become widespread in South America,
but this could be due to the “founder effect,”
according to Dr. S. Wesley Long, medical
director of diagnostic biology at Houston
Methodist, where the case was identified in
the U.S. The founder effect means the vari-
ant first took hold in a densely populated and
geographically restricted area, making it the
primary variant over time.

How concerned should you be about the
lambda variant?

On June 14, the World Health Organization
flagged the lambda variant as a “variant of in-
terest” versus a “variant of concern.” A vari-
ant of interest depends on evidence about a
unique outbreak cluster or limited expansion
in the U.S. or other countries, according to
the CDC. A variant of concern shows wide-
spread evidence of treatments, vaccines and
transmissibility.

The University of Tokyo study said, “Be-
cause the Lambda variant is a (variant of
interest), it might be considered that this vari-
ant is not an ongoing threat compared to the
pandemic (variants of concern). However,
because the Lambda variant is relatively re-
sistant to the vaccine-induced (antibodies), it
might be possible that this variant is feasible
to cause breakthrough infection.” (Courtesy
https://www.tennessean.com/news/)
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PORK BELLY (FROZEN)
ZRhiEH

oL =

P o

1/06 - 1/26

In-siore purchase only. REAMN.

Restrictions may apply. S8 #&5E.

Please ask your cashier for details. RINIEANERES. /
Limitad quantities, whils supplins last. RETE. S8,
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HOUSTON AREA
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We are hiring management irainee- REEER N
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Posilion: Assitant stors manages GrocenyProducerSeatood Mot Dell department manager Sean to appw[
1 leasd one-year relevast eaperiance]
S1T-5149 per houi during Iraising period
S63,000 for Assistant shone manager 558000 for deparnean] manager
after compieting the Management Training Program.

Contact b, Cindy Wel cindyasBiawa.com | ool phong no. 714-653- 2483
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