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President Xi Marks 60th Anniversary Of
African-Asian Movement Opposed To Colonialism

The Asian-African Conference, where leaders of
developing nations have vowed to build a fairer
international order, ended in Indonesia on Friday
with leaders taking a symbolic walk to the venue
of the first conference in 1955.

Commemorations marking the 60th anniversary
of the conference began at 9am in the city of
Bandung as representatives from about 100
Asian and African nations walked from the Sa-
voy Homann Hotel to the Gedung Merdeka art
deco building.

The first Asian-African Conference saw represen-
tatives of about 30 newly independent nations
form the basis of the Non-Aligned Movement,
which was opposed to colonialism.

President Xi Jinping and his wife, Peng Liyuan,

Peng Liyuan (left)
alongside her
husband,
President Xi
Jinping join
Indonesia's
President Joko
Widodo and his
wife, Iriana
Widodo, on the
walk marking the
60th anniversary
of the

N Asian-African

AFP

1:_ Conference. Photo:

and Indonesian President Joko Widodo waved to
onlookers during the walk.

The representatives then watched a video com-
memorating the first conference together with a
live traditional Indonesian cultural performance,
state-run Xinhua reported.

Widodo said Asian-African countries needed to
work together to create prosperity through eco-
nomic and trade cooperation.

In a speech delivered at the opening of the con-
ference on Wednesday, Xi urged industrialised
countries to boost aid to developing countries
without imposing political conditions, and empha-
sised that a new type of international relations
must be structured by win-win cooperation.
(Courtesy Xinhua News)

China's Leading Internet Firms Scramble To Establish Colleges

Alibaba CEO Jack Ma speaks at his alma mater, Hangzhou
Normal University in Zhejiang, April 3. (Photo/Xinhua)

Backed by their strong financial resources, a
number of leading internet firms in China, includ-
ing Alibaba and Jingdong Mall, have set up col-
leges to cultivate talent to support their develop-
ment and foster startups. These could become
their new business sources, reports the Guang-
zhou-based Southern Weekly.

Alibaba has established Lakeside University on
the site of a former club owned by founder Jack
Ma in Hangzhou. With Ma as president, more
than 30 people have enrolled for the university's
first class. Ma doubles as a lecturer, teaching a
course on the lessons of failure, mainly for start-
up founders.

Liu Qiangdong, founder of Jingdong Mall, also
serves as president of Jingdong Zhongchuang
College, on top of lecturing on management.

Ma Chenggong, executive president of Jingdong
Zhongchuang College, said that the school tar-
gets startup founders, connecting them with an-
gel fund managers, as opposed to Lakeside Uni-
versity, which helps entrepreneurs with manage-
ment. Students of Lakeside University have to
pay a tuition of 280,000 yuan (US $45,000) a
year and have to attend five-day courses in per-
son once every two months, while Jingdong stu-
dents are tuition-free, said the report.

The main purpose of internet firms in setting up
colleges is to tap the market for startup services,

which promises huge poten-
tial with the emergence of a
startup craze across the na-
tion.

At tech media 36Kr.com, for
instance, 3,000-4,500 start-
up proposals are put on the
platform a month, seeking
funding support, according
to Liu Chengcheng, the
founder.

The startup craze has
spawned a host of service
providers, including work-
shops and startup competi-
tions, mostly held by media
and consulting firms. Ven-
ues are springing up bring-
ing exposure to the start-
ups, startup cafes are serv-
ing as offices, and broker-
age platforms are bridging startup founders and
investors.

Ma Chengong said that Jingdong Zhongchuang
College will serve not only as a service platform
for startups but also as a gateway of resources
and trust, consolidating the ties between Jing-
dong and startups for the pursuit of mutual bene-
fit. (Courtesy wantchinatimes.com.)

Related

Online Education Is A New

Frontier In China
Experts predict that online education
content in China will be enriched to
include vocational skills, personal interests.
Xie Kan, a former TOEFL (Test of English as a
Foreign Language) tutor at New Oriental Educa-

/s

/ For China Daily

Online education may have great potential in
China, a country where many parents offer all
they can to provide the best education for their
children. According to Yu Minhong, CEO of the
New York-listed New Oriental Group, education
in the future will be a combination of online and
offline, interdependent with each other. Lai Xinlin

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

tion & Technology Group Inc,
had never delivered a lesson to
more than 200 students.

But in late April he set a person-
al record by teaching 1,500.
And the venue was not your typi-
cal classroom but the 31
year-old's apartment.

Instead of standing at the front
of a classroom at New Orien-
tal's Hangzhou branch, Xie
taught from his bedroom via a
computer, camera and micro-
phone.

"It was a very productive ses-
sion. The Internet can help

bring the teacher's power to the
next level by giving lessons to a
great number of students at the
same time wherever they are,"
he told China Daily. It was the main driver for
him to take part in online education.

Xie, had eight years experience at New Oriental,
a provider of private educational services in Chi-
na. He is one of the first teachers to establish an
online teaching business, at 100.com - an online
education platform, from YY Inc, a Chinese live
video-streaming platform.

Nasdag-listed YY offers a video platform to its
600 million registered online gamers and sing-
ers. At a press conference in Beijing in February,
the company said it would branch out into online
education. 100.com is a separate platform dedi-
cated to online education and held its first teach-
ing session on April 22.

"Tapping the online education sector is our com-
pany's top priority for future devel-

The online education market was valued by iResearch
Group at 83.97 billion yuan ($13.6 billion) in 2013.

Provided to China Daily

ceived a total of nearly $2 billion investment in
2013. It compares with $17 million invested in
eight companies in 2012.

Online education may have great potential in Chi-
na, a country where many parents offer all they
can to provide the best education for their chil-
dren.

The online education market was valued by Inter-
net consultants iResearch Group at 83.97 billion
yuan ($13.6 billion) in 2013.

There's an "increasing number of Internet users
in China," Liu Dongmei, an analyst with iRe-
search, said. More of them are getting used to
online classes and the number of learners in Chi-
na is expected to grow from 67.2 million in 2013
to 120 million in 2017, Liu said. (Courtesy china-
daily.com.cn)

opment,” CEO Li Xueling said at

100.com's launch:
| "Through introducing inno-
| vative products and servic- 240
.| es, the Internet will revolu-
" | tionize the traditional edu- 210
cation sector, as it has re-
| tail, finance and other sec- 180
| tors for years now," YY is
not alone. 150
Investors, including Chi-
na's e-commerce conglom- 120

erate Alibaba Group Hold-
ing Ltd, put $100 million in 80
| February into TutorGroup,
a language-learning plat- &0
form popular with Chinese 2
learning English. It's the 30
largest investment in Chi-
na's online education sec- 0

Revenues of China Online Education Market
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According to Beijing-based
venture capital and private
equity  firm  Zero2IPO
Group, at least 25 online
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