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Grace Wang
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Akasaka Japanese Restaurant & Lounge
phone:7[3-270-0177

Web: AkasakaTexas.com

Opening Hours:

Mon. - Thurs. :11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Fri.+Sat.: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Sun: 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM
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Happy Hour : 10° /o

Il day (£ X)

Appetizers  : $3 - $10

Rolls :$4 - $9 it
Sushi(1pe) :$1-5220 ¥ il
Sashimi(3pc) : $5 - $8 -
Drinks :$2-$5
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China, US Assert Rights After Exchange Over South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
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Affairs office in Beijing, China. China said
Thursday, May 21, 2015 it is entitled to keep
watch over airspace and seas surrounding
artificial islands it created in the disputed
waters of the South China Sea, following a
reported exchange in which its navy
warned off a U.S. surveillance plane.
Speaking at a regular daily briefing, Hong
reiterated Beijing's insistence on its
indisputable sovereignty over the islands it
has created by piling sand on top of atolls
and reefs. (AP Photo)

BEIJING (AP) — China said Thursday
it is entitled to keep watch over air-
space and seas surrounding artificial
islands it created in the disputed wa-
ters of the South China Sea, following
an exchange in which its navy warned
off a U.S. surveillance plane. The Unit-
ed States said its aerial patrolling was

don surveillance aircraft
leave the area as it flew
over Fiery Cross Reef,
where China has conduct-
ed extensive reclamation
work. It said the U.S. crew
responded that they were
flying through international
airspace, to which the Chi-
nese dispatcher an-
swered: "This is the Chi-
nese navy ... You go!"

The Center for Strategic
and International Studies
think tank posted more video Thurs-
day of the aerial patrol above the
Spratly island chain which it said had
been released by the U.S. Navy.

Speaking at a regular daily briefing,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Hong Lei reiterated Beijing's insis-

rity and avoid any maritime accidents.
"We hope relevant countries respect
China's sovereignty over the South
China Sea, abandon actions that may
intensify controversies and play a con-
structive role for regional peace and
stability," Hong told reporters.

In Washington, Daniel Russel, the top
U.S. diplomat for East Asia, said the
flight of a U.S. reconnaissance plane
in international airspace over the
South China Sea was a regular and
appropriate occurrence. He said the U.
S. will seek to preserve the ability of
not just the United States but all coun-
tries to exercise their rights to free-
dom of navigation and overflight.

"Nobody in their right mind is going to
try to stop the U.S. Navy from operat-
ing. That would not be a good step.
But it's not enough that a U.S. military
plane can overfly international waters,
even if there is a challenge or a hail
and query" from the Chinese military,
he said.

"We believe that every country and all
civilian actors also should have unfet-
tered access to international waters
and international airspace," he said.
China's construction has intensified
frictions among competing parties in
the South China Sea, which Beijing
claims virtually in its entirety along
with its scattered island groups. The

area that is home to some of the
world's busiest commercial shipping
routes is also claimed in part or in
whole by the Philippines, Taiwan, Bru-
nei, Malaysia and Vietnam.

The U.S. and most of the 10 members
of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations want a halt to the projects,
which they suspect are aimed at build-
ing islands and other land features
over which China can claim sovereign-
ty and base military assets.

The U.S. says it takes no position on
the sovereignty claims but insists they
must be negotiated. Washington also
says ensuring maritime safety and ac-
cess is a U.S. national security priority.
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To Disputed Islands In The South China Sea

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor
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Options are on the table to fly surveil-
lance aircraft and sail Navy ships
nearby in a move that puts the U.S.
directly into a contentious territorial
contest in East Asia, in which, until
now, the U.S. has avoided overtly tak-
ing sides.

The South China Sea is the subject
of numerous rival -- often messy -- ter-
ritorial claims, with China, Brunei, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam disputing sovereignty of sev-
eral island chains and nearby waters.
China on Wednesday cautioned the
U.S. against taking any actions that
might be considered provocative, ac-
cording to a report from the state-run
Xinhua news service.

| While Beijing supports freedom of

navigation in the South China Sea,
the U.S. must be careful in how it us-
es that right, Chinese Foreign Minis-

ships free access to another country's
territorial waters and airspace," Hua
is quoted as saying in the Xinhua re-
port.

A U.S. Navy statement Wednesday
said the littoral combat ship USS Fort
Worth arrived for resupply in the Phil-
ippines after completing a weeklong
patrol in the South China Sea that
took it near the disputed Spratly Is-
lands.

The Navy said it was the first time an
LCS, one of the newest vessels in the
U.S. fleet, had operated in internation-
al waters near the islands. The Sprat-
lys have been claimed in whole or in
part by China, Vietnam, the Philip-
pines and Malaysia, according to the
U.S. State Department.

"As part of our strategic rebalance to
bring our newest and most capable
Navy platforms to the Indo-Asia-Pacif-

completed in the South China Sea
will be the new normal as we wel-
come four LCSs to the region in the
coming years," Capt. Fred Kacher,
commodore of the Navy's Destroyer
Squadron 7, said in the Navy release.
The Navy said the Fort Worth came
across "multiple" Chinese warships
during its patrol. A photo released by
the Navy showed the Fort Worth be-
ing trailed by a Chinese guided-mis-
sile frigate, the Yancheng.

"Our interactions with Chinese ships
continue to be professional," the com-
mander of the Fort Worth, Cmdr. Matt
Kawas, said in the statement.

Kawas said his vessel followed the in-
ternational Code for Unplanned En-
counters at Sea to "clarify intentions
and prevent miscommunication" with
the Chinese ships.
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