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Diplomat of American Board of Otolaryngology
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China’s Vice Premier Stressed Importance Oof Houston

June 24, 2015

John T. Robbins, Editor

Liu Urges Texas To Play Bigger Role

Chinese Vice-Premier Liu Yandong speaks at the welcome
dinner party hosted by Asia Society Texas Center in Houston
on June 20, 2015. She emphasized the importance of
improving the ties between China and US in the areas of
culture, education, economy, and people-to-people are

exchanges. [Photo/China Daily USA]

Chinese Vice-Premier Liu Yandong, in Houston
Saturday on the second stop of her US visit,
urged the state of Texas to play a bigger role in
advancing the China-US relationship.

Liu is in the US for the 6th China-US High-Level
Consultation on People-to-People Exchange
(CPE), which will be officially kicked off by Liu
and US Secretary of State John Kerry in Wash-
ington on Tuesday. CPE provides a high-level an-
nual forum for government and private-sector rep-
resentatives on both sides to discuss cooperation
and exchanges in a broad, strategic manner.

She and her delegation were warmly received by
federal and state legislators and local officials at
a banquet for about 300 hosted by the Asia Soci-
ety Houston Center Saturday night. Former Presi-
dent George Bush wrote a congratulation letter
that was read at the gathering.

China values Houston for many reasons, Liu
said. It was one of the stops made by the late Chi-
nese leader Deng Xiaoping during his historic US
visit in 1978, just after the two countries normal-
ized their bilateral relationship. In 2002, former
Chinese President Jiang Zemin paid a visit to

Houston, which is Bush's
hometown. The former presi-
dent made great efforts at de-
veloping the China-US rela-
tionship; the Chinese govern-
ment chose Houston as its
first consulate general in the
UsS.

Besides being well-known for
its economic power, energy
and petroleum industries and
space research, Houston
gained popularity among Chi-
nese basketball fans be-
cause star player Yao Ming
lived there for 10 years when
he played for the Houston
Rockets, Liu said.

Houston plays an important
role in the China-US relation-
ship, Liu said. To date, there
roughly 100 Houston
companies operating in Chi-
na and nearly 800 of the
city's companies doing business with China.
About 30 Chinese companies have invested in
the Houston market.

In recent years, we have seen progress made in
trade, investment and People-to-People exchang-
es, the vice premier said.

China is Texas' second largest importer and the
fourth largest export destination, Texas' exports
to China rank third among all the 50 states and

Vice-Premier Liu At A Lu.ncheon In er Honor

Apply now for the
Allianz Junior
Music Camp 2015

Lang Lang International Music Foundation

Pianists 14 Years old or younger, we urge you to apply for Allianz Junior Music
Camp 2015!All expenses and travel paid. Go to: http://langlangfoundation.org.
[Facebook: Lang Lang International Music Foundation]

Guideline Promises Support For
Entrepreneurship In Rural Regions

Chinese Vice-Premier Liu Yandong meets
with Tsinghua High School team and
receives a gift as she poses for a group
picture with young players and former
NBA Houston Rockets star player Yao
Ming on June 21 at the Toyota Center in
Houston. The NBA invited the Chinese
students to travel to Houston from June
16-21 to attend a six day basketball clinic
conducted by Houston Rockets Player
Development Coach Kevin Burleson.
(China Daily Photo)
trade volume with China accounts for 10 percent
of the US national total. "The state of Texas
serves as one of the good examples in terms of a
robust bilateral relationship between China and
the southern regions in the US," Liu said.
Houston continues to share extensive ties with
China on various fronts, said Houston Mayor
Pro-tem, Ed Gonzalez.
"We have had a Sister City relationship with
Shenzhen since 1986, and early this month we
signed a Sister City relationship with Shanghai,"
Gonzalez said.
He added that Houston strongly promotes Peo-
ple-to-People connections and carries out ex-
changes in trade activities, tourism promotions,
municipal delegation visits and cultural programs.
"During my trip to the US from Pittsburgh in the
Northeast to Houston in the South, everywhere |
went | feel the enthusiasm of the American peo-
ple and their longing for understanding more of
China," Liu said at the banquet, adding that the
People-to-People Exchange, together with mutu-
al political trust and economic cooperation, will
be three pillars to underpin the US-China relation-
ship.
Since CPE was initiated in 2010, about 300 proj-
ects have been implemented between China and
the US, including the 100,000 Strong. That pro-
gram aimed to send100,000 young Americans to
study in China and "the goal has been met", Liu
said.
Now there are around 460,000 Chinese students
studying the US. On a daily basis, about12,000
people travel across the Pacific and every 17 min-
utes there is one flight taking off either in China
or the US, headed for the other country.
"In the past six years, the two sides have made
great progress in exchanges in education, sports,
science and technology, culture, women and
youth areas," Liu said, adding the US and China
are pushing forward for more dynamic coopera-
tion and exchanges in education and public
health sectors in the upcoming dialogues.
Liu vowed to work closely with Kerry. They will ex-

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

The Chinese government has promised to support for
migrant workers, college graduates and army veter-
ans who wish to return to their rural hometowns to
start businesses amid a national campaign to boost

entrepreneurship and employment.

The State Council, China's cabinet, released a guide-
line recently saying the government will lower the
threshold for them, offer tax breaks, cut administration
fees, subsidize business loans and optimize support-

ing policies.

"Cost reduction is vitally important for startups. These
policies serve them right,"” said Zhou Tianyong, profes-
sor with the Party School of the Communist Party of

A returned migrant worker works at a fac-
tory in Huaying, Southwest China's Sich-
uan province, March 2, 2015. [Photo/IC]

China Central Committee.

scious and to improve themselves.

"We must make full use of existing resources like eco-
nomic development zones and innovation parks to
avoid unnecessary duplication of investment," said
Chen Yu, deputy head of the China Association for

Employment Promotion.

E-commerce startups in rural areas should be priori-
tized since they are low cost, diversified and efficient,

said Chen.

ister of human resources and social security.

government.

lowances, according to the policies.

The government also promised to introduce these

Zhou further advised entrepreneurs to attend training
sessions to know the market better, to be risk-con-

"Migrant workers, college graduates and army veter-
ans willing to return to their rural hometowns to start
new businesses are important forces for the national
campaign to boost mass entrepreneurship and innova-
tion given that they have accumulated certain capital,
ability and experiences," said Xin Changxing, vice min-

The government promised to ease the business regis-
tration procedure for these small businesses and al-
low them to enter rural infrastructure development
and public services that are normally operated by the

They will enjoy waivers or reductions of taxes and ad-
ministrative fees, be considered for government funds
for agricultural development and be offered certain al-

startups to private investors and to encourage

state-run rural banks to provide loans.

Council believes.

nesses.

The government also pledged to invest more in rural
infrastructure, especially IT facilities, and to provide . .
business training for those who are interested. (Cour- | Marie Lee, President

tesy chinadaily.com)

Migrant workers, college graduates and retired sol- | AmazonSmile,
diers have better contacts with the outside world than
long-time farmers and may bring new business ideas
and management experience to rural areas, the State

They are encouraged to engage in businesses like | Support us every time you buy
farm produce, local specialty handicrafts and tourism | at smile.amazon.com
as well as to use the Internet to promote their busi-

E-commerce startups in rural areas will be pri-
oritized since they are low cost, diversified and
efficient

To Advance China-US Relations

Complled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Edltor

plore how to further strengthen cooperation be-
tween the two countries to lay a solid foundation
in both countries for a new type of major country
relationship. They also will work to make sure the
upcoming State visit by President Xi Jinping to
the US in September is a great success. (Courte-
sy chinadaily.com)
Related
China And MD Anderson Cancer Center
Will Increase Efforts In Cancer Fight
China will continue to work closely with the Unit-
ed States and deepen cooperation in medical re-
search and practices to curb cancer and other
diseases, Chinese Vice-Premier Liu Yandong
said at a meeting with some 20 faculty members
and staff at the University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center on Sunday in Houston.
Following an introduction by Ronald A. DePinho,
president of the world-renowned cancer research
and treatment institution, Liu reiterated the Chi-
nese government's resolve to reform its medical
and healthcare system.
She also shared her concerns about the rising
number of cancer patients in China, and the pre-
vention, early detection and treatment for the pa-
tients.
There are about 3.4 million Chinese diagnosed
with cancer each year, of which about 2.1 million
will not survive. That fatality rate accounts for 24
percent of the total cancer deaths in the world,
Liu said.

China will continue to work closely with
the United States and deepen cooperation
in medical research and practices to curb
cancer and other diseases Chinese
Vice-Premier Liu Yandong said last week
at the University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center (shown here with center
president Ronald A. DePinho) in Houston.

The five-year survival rate of cancer patients in
China is only about 30 percent, much lower than
that at the Anderson Center, Liu said at the meet-
ing.

"We have to work with the United States and An-
derson Center to learn from the advanced sci-
ence and technology, particularly in our nation's
fight against cancer, concerning early diagnosis
and detection, precision treatment and early pre-
vention," said Liu, who at an April national confer-
ence said that medical reform in China was at a
difficult and crucial stage.

"Both China and the US have agreed this year to
add medical cooperation into our ongoing dia-
logue on high-level consultation on Peo-
ple-to-People Exchange," Liu said. (Courtesy chi-
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