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“Ask me about the
AARP Auto
Insurance Program
from The Hartford'.”

Now available in your area!

This auto insurance is designed
exclusively for AARP members

- and is now available through your
local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE,
no-obligation quote:

Jason Yeo
Allrisc Insurance Agency

6918 Corporate Drive Unit B1
Houston, TX 77036
jason@allrisc.com

for insurance products underwritten and issued by Southem County Mutual Insurance Company.
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Mayor: “Houston Will Play A Lead Role In Commercial Space Operat/ons In The 21st Century”

Houston Airport System Plans
For Spaceport Approved By FAA

The Houston Airport System (HAS) has been
granted a Launch Site License from the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) that enables Elling-
ton Airport (EFD) to establish itself as a launch
site for Reusable Launch Vehicles (RLV), making
it the 10th commercial spaceport in the United
States.

Nearly two years after Houston City Council
members gave their overwhelming support for
the project, the FAA’ s formal approval opens the
door for plans that could see Ellington Airport be-
come a focal point for aerospace operations,
such as the launching of micro satellites, astro-

Pictured (L-R): Airport Officials With Mayor
Parker: Alexander, Ochoa, Neild, Parker,
Diaz, Altemus and Veck.

naut training, zero gravity ex-
perimentation, spacecraft man-
ufacturing and a host of other
potential activities.
“Houston will play a lead role
5 in commercial space
B= operations in the 21st
— century,” said Houston Mayor
§ Annise Parker. “We believe a
licensed Spaceport in Houston
will not only serve as an
| economic generator for the

city but also enhance Houston’
s well-deserved reputation as a leader and key
player in the aerospace industry.*
After working closely with the FAA’ s Office of
Commercial Space Transportation, HAS now can
move forward in establishing the required infra-
structure and support facilities needed to accom-
modate RLVs — which execute horizontal launch-
es, rather than vertical, similar to commercial air-
craft.
“Houston has been at the forefront of aviation his-
tory and innovation for decades,” Houston Avia-
tion Director Mario C. Diaz said. “Not only does
this opportunity reinforce an already long-estab-
lished connection with the aerospace industry, it
offers Houston an opportunity to strengthen its
reputation as a forward-looking city and leader in
creating high-tech, next-generation type jobs.”
Situated near the Gulf of Mexico, and featuring
more than 400 acres of land readily available for
development, Ellington Airport is tailor-made for
the requirements associated with an operating li-
censed Spaceport. As a whole, Houston offers a
booming economy with a strong aerospace indus-
trial base, a well-educated workforce with experi-
ence in the high-tech demands of space explora-
tion and plenty of room for growth at a strategical-

Complled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Rendering Of The New Spaceport Facility

ly located airport facility.

“We look forward to completing our vision to cre-
ate an aerospace industry cluster at the Houston
Spaceport,” said Arturo Machuca, the General
Manager at Ellington Airport who has led the ef-
forts to bring the spaceport project to EFD. “Now
that we are officially the 10th commercial space-
port in the U.S. we are ready to work with our
aerospace industry partners to take advantage of
the unique location, infrastructure and human re-
sources that the fourth largest city in the U.S. has
to offer.”

About Houston Airports & Ellington
Airport

The Houston Airport System served more than
50 million passengers in 2012. Houston’ s three
airports, George Bush Intercontinental Airport
(IAH), William P. Hobby Airport (HOU) and Elling-
ton Airport contribute $27.5 billion to the regional
economy. Located just 15 minutes south of down-

town Houston, Ellington Airport not only serves
as the city’ s primary general aviation reliever air-
port but also supports the operations of the Unit-
ed States military, NASA, and serves as a key
nerve center during emergency crisis situations
impacting the city. For more information, visit the
HAS Website at fly2houston.com.

About the Commercial Space Federation
The Commercial Spaceflight Federation is the in-
dustry association of leading businesses and or-
ganizations working to make commercial human
spaceflight a reality. The mission of the Commer-
cial Spaceflight Federation is to promote the de-
velopment of commercial human spaceflight, pur-
sue ever higher levels of safety, and share best
practices and expertise throughout the industry.

f@., HOUSTON
. SPACEPORT

Turnout Slow In Hong Kong As

Thousands Rally

For Democracy

Complled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Pro-democracy protesters march during an
annual protest marking Hong Kong's handover
from British to Chinese rule in 1997 in Hong
Kong, Wednesday, July 1, 2015. Thousands of
Hong Kongers in crowds noticeably smaller than
previous years took to the streets Wednesday to
renew their call for full democracy for the Asian
financial hub in a rally that follows a turbulent
year of protests over political reform. (AP Photo/

Kin Cheung)

HONG KONG (AP) — Tens of thousands of
Hong Kongers took to the streets Wednesday to
renew their call for full democracy but the turnout
was noticeably lower than in recent years, reflect-
ing an impasse after a year of bitter battles over
political reform.

Thinner crowds at the protest highlight the uncer-
tain direction for the democracy movement after
accomplishing its immediate goal last month of
blocking the government's Beijing-backed restrict-
ed election plan.

Police lined the route of the protest, held on a
public holiday marking Hong Kong's handover
from British to Chinese rule.

Public appetite for more street protests is also di-
minished after tens of thousands of student-led
protesters blocked streets in key districts for 79

Protesters raise a Union flag during an
annual pro-democracy protest in Hong
Kong, Wednesday, July 1, 2015. (AP
Photo)

days last year to demand free elections for
the southern Chinese city's top leader. The
movement caught the world's attention but
did not result in any meaningful change.
"Maybe some of them feel tired and
stressed from all these fights and argu-
ments so maybe they want to take a rest,"
said Drake Leung, a 27-year-old informa-
tion technology worker attending the rally.
"The package is already vetoed so there's
no real clear reason to come out."

® Protesters gathered at Victoria Park to
march through sweltering skyscraper-lined
/A streets to city government headquarters.
Many carried yellow umbrellas, a nod to
last year's "Umbrella Movement" protest-
ers and their favored method of defending
against police pepper spray.

Many chanted for the city's unpopular Bei-
jing-backed leader, Leung Chun-ying, to
step down. Some carried banners calling
for genuine universal suffrage or for the
downfall of China's Communist Party,
while others waved Hong Kong's colo-
nial-era flag featuring a Union Jack or placards
demanding the city's independence.

Some 48,000 people turned out, according to
Daisy Chan of protest organizer Civil Human
Rights Front, while police said there were 19,650
at the peak. That's the lowest since 2008 and a
fraction of the 510,000 that organizers estimated
for last year's event, which also saw more than
500 people arrested after an overnight standoff.
The Beijing-backed plan that was defeated by
Hong Kong lawmakers last month required all
candidates be vetted by China's leadership,
which activists criticized as "sham democracy"
and a betrayal of Communist leaders' promise to
eventually grant the city universal suffrage.

Beijing and Hong Kong officials say future lead-
ers will continue to be picked by a panel of most-
ly pro-Beijing elites and they will now focus on
economic issues rather than restarting the politi-
cal reform process.

"Hong Kong people now have experienced the
Umbrella Movement last year and are trying to
think of other more progressive ways to express
their views," said Eddie Chan, vice convener of
Civil Human Rights Front.

Ahead of the rally, a small group protested by
burning a picture of Leung outside a morning flag
raising ceremony attended by Hong Kong and
Beijing officials. In a speech, Leung said judging
from the experience of some European coun-
tries, "democratic systems and procedures are
no panacea for economic and livelihood issues."
On China's mainland, a nationalist newspaper

run by the Communist Party called the protesters
"losers."

"It must be thrilling to shout those slogans, but
they are no different than making some wailing
sounds on the square or demanding that every
Hong Kong dollar be exchanged for 100 U.S. dol-
lars," the Global Times said in an editorial. "They
are simply some rotten slogans that have been
shouted in vain."

Beijing took control of the former British colony
on July 1, 1997, but allowed it to keep its own fi-
nancial and legal system and civil liberties un-
seen on the mainland, such as freedom of
speech and protest. The holiday has become a

traditional day to protest government policies and
to call for democracy.

On July 1, 2003, half a million people took to the
streets to protest proposed anti-subversion legis-
lation. The size of the rally startled Beijing and
led to the eventual resignation of then-leader
Tung Chee-hwa. (Courtesy AP)

Pro-China supporters march with Chinese
national flags during a rally to mark the
18th anniversary of Hong Kong's handover
to China in Hong Kong, Wednesday, July 1,

2015. (AP Photo)
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Join
Houston International Trade Development Council
On a Trade Mission to

October 20-28, 2015

As the world's second largest and fastest growing economy, the People's Republic of China offers a
variety of tremendous business opportunities for Houston area Small & Medium Enterprises SMEs.
We will visit Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen (Houston's Sister City), Hong Kong and Guangzhou the
host city of the world's oldest and largest Trade Show - the CANTON FAIR!

For more information, contact: Val Thompson: 832-526-3335,

-350-6666, Miao@xpandingus.com

X PANDINGUS

“Increase U.S. Exports!”

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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