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40% Of China's Marriages Endmg After Three Years

Liu Xiang and Ge Tlan shared thls photo

on the star hurdler's Tencent Weibo and

Ge's Sina Weibo accounts. Their divorce
shocked many in China.

The divorce rate in China increased by 3.9 per-
cent in 2014 over the previous year, with 3.63 mil-
lion couples going their separate ways, according
to the latest data released by the Ministry of Civil
Affairs. The rate has been rising for 12 consecu-
tive years since 2003.

Among the couples filing for divorce, 40 percent
of them took the step after married for just three
years.

Statistics when broken down also reveal that the
couples born in the 1980s constitute the main
part of the divorced. The retired star hurdler Liu
Xiang's divorce sparkled a heated debate among
the Internet users just days ago. Liu was born in
1983.

Most couples born in the 1980s were pampered
when they were young as they were their only
child, so they have problems in tolerating and ad-
justing with their other half said Fang Xiaoyi,
head of the Institute of Developmental Psycholo-
gy in Beijing Normal University.

Some also claimed that they are not surprised by
the high divorce rate among couples born in the
1980s.

Most couples born in the 1960s and 1970s are
now aged between 45 and 55 and their marriage
has tested the ups and downs of life, so most of
their attention now is on taking care of parents
and children, while couples born in the 1980s are
now aged only between 26 and 35 and have just
started their marital life, so they face the daunting
pressure of getting along with their spouses and
also taking care of their families.

As a result, it's natural that many divorcees are
couples born after 1980 given that most of those
born after 1990s haven't started their marriage
yet, according to a comment piece in China
Youth Daily.

Another major contributor to the high rate may be
that improved legal system makes divorce a lot
easier. After its revision in 2003, China's new
marriage registration regulation simplified the di-
vorce procedures and reduced its cost, which led
to a hike in divorce rate in 2004 with 1.665 million
couples choosing to divorce that year.
Additionally, the emergence of fake divorce in re-
cent years in exchange for more benefits such as
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demolition compensation, more homes or evad-
ing the husband-and-wife common debts may al-
so account for the rising divorce rate. Statistics
show that 14,574 more couple were divorced in
2010 in the eastern city of Nanjing than the previ-
ous year after house purchase restrictions took
effect in October of 2010 capping the maximum
number of houses a couple can own.
Besides, modern people have high expectations
and more emotional demands for marriage, but
fail to develop more skills to bridge the long-ex-
isting communication gap between women and
men  as articulated in the book Men Are From
Mars, Women Are From Venus. Adding that wom-
en are becoming more independent financially

and the society is also becoming increasingly tol-
erant of divorcees. More unhappy couples
choose to divorce to give themselves a second
chance at happiness.

The steadily rising divorce rate is not something
unique to China. Data released by Japan's
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare in early
2015 showed that the divorce rate in the country
was 1.77, or 1.77 out of 1,000 couples, taking the
sixth spot and just ahead of Italy, which had 0.91
rate. The other top six
countries were
Russia, the US,
Germany, Britain and
France with the
divorce rate of 4.5,
3.6, 2.19, 2.05 and
1.97 respectively.
What's more, high
divorce rate doesn't
necessarily mean
modern people lose
faith in marriage
because though
many choose to

Ge Tian, the ex-wife
of Liu Xiang, cries as
she arrives in Beijing

remarry, at midnight
governments rarely Thursday, following
keep track of the her divorce from the
remarriage rate. former star hurdler,
(Courtesy chinadaily. June 25, 2015.
com.cn) [Photo/IC]
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"China Is An Emerging Market For Live Western Music”

Historic Blue Note Jazz Club Plans Expansion Into China

Complled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

Artist's Rendering of the Blue Note Jazz Club In Beijing.
(Chiasmus Photo)

The Blue Note Jazz Club, one of the most prominent names in its
field, has announced plans to open new locations in Hawaii and
mainland China, a sign of a large and growing market for jazz in the
Pacific Rim.
Blue Note Beijing and Blue Note Hawaii, in Honolulu, will both open
in early 2016, according to Blue Note Entertainment Group, which al-
so owns clubs in Japan and Italy, along with its flagship in New York.
Jazz has long had a substantial consumer base in Asia, especially
Japan. Blue Note Tokyo opened more than 25 years ago, joined lat-
er by Blue Note clubs in Osaka and Nagoya.
But given the potential development of a new audience in China, this
expansion could radically change the picture for jazz in the region —
as well as reap benefits for touring musicians and the Blue Note
brand.
“China is an emerging market for live Western music,” said Steven
Bensusan, the president of Blue Note Entertainment, whose other
properties include the Highline Ballroom and B. B. King Blues Club &
Grill. “We’ Il be on the forefront of helping to build that market. It' s
something that we’ re in a unique position to do.”
Blue Note Beijing, scheduled to open in March, will occupy a 16,
000-square-foot basement space in a neo-Classical building near Ti-
ananmen Square. Built in 1903 as Beijing’ s first American Embassy,
it was later home to the Dalai Lama, and more recently to the up-
scale French restaurant Maison Boulud. The club, now undergoing a
$5 million renovation, will present two shows a night, Tuesday
through Sunday.

“China is an emerging market for live Western music,”
Steven Bensusan, the president of Blue Note Entertainment
Group, said.“We’ll be on the forefront of helping to build
that market.” (Photo/NYT)

Blue Note Entertainment’ s partner in China is a unit of Beijing Win-
bright Investment Group. The unit, the Winbright Culture and Media
Company, specializing in the entertainment and hospitality indus-
tries, will also be a partner in two more Blue Note clubs, set to open
in the next few years in Shanghai and Taipei.

Beijing has a handful of small but well-regarded jazz clubs, notably
the East Shore Live Jazz Café, founded by the saxophonist Liu Yu-
an, a former sideman to China’ s original rock star, Cui Jian. And the

JAZZ
CHINA"

jazz scene is growing.

“It' s definitely evolved in terms of musicianship and the amount of
original music being produced,” said Lawrence Ku, a Chinese-Ameri-
can guitarist based in Shanghai, who previously lived in Beijing.
“There are many more younger musicians now that can really play,
that really have a handle on the language.”

The perennial challenges for a promoter in the islands are geogra-
phy and demographics: Unlike Beijing or Tokyo, Hawaiian cities
have a small resident population, which intensifies the need to court
tourist groups. But the support of local fans and musicians will also
be key.

It seems likely that the club’ s programming will make some provi-
sion for Hawaiian music, especially given the crossover success of
slack-key guitar, a popular local genre. Blue Note Hawaii would be a
natural fit for someone like Jake Shimabukuro, a local-born ukulele
ace who draws from jazz fusion and has a large following in Japan.

“I know once we get established in China, we’ Il probably see an up-
tick in Chinese tourists in New York,” Mr. Bensusan said. “And |
think it' s going to be a great thing for jazz in general.” (Courtesy ny-
times.com)

With the arrival of a Blue Note, jazz audiences will have access
to a higher tier of artists, with the booking and talent buying
done from the company’ s office in New York.

“We feel it is only through the introduction of the pinnacle of
jazz performances that we are able to foster growth within the
local jazz scene and the next
generation of Chinese jazz
musicians,” Bao Zhong Lun,
the general manager of
Winbright Culture and

Media, wrote in an email. “It
is through the Blue Note
Jazz Clubs that we aim to
generate a more widespread
social and cultural
recognition of jazz music
amongst music fans in
China.”

It" s not uncommon for an art-
ist to appear across the net-
work of Blue Note clubs. The headliner at the original Blue Note
this week is the pianist Robert Glasper, who has the top jazz al-
bum on iTunes; he’ s also scheduled to perform in July at Blue
Note Milan.

Blue Note Hawaii will open at the Outrigger Waikiki Beach Re-
sort, in a room with an entertainment pedigree: For four de-
cades, it was home to the Society of Seven, a popular variety
act and show band, and served as an anchor for what was once
a thriving nightclub scene for live music.

The room closed in 2013 and has been dark since, apart from
special events. Renovations, including new sound and lighting

Jazz Band At the Peace
Hotel Jazz Bar On The Bund
In Shanghai, China.
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systems, will cost “in excess of $2 million,” Mr. Bensusan said.

Outrigger Resorts will be a partner in the new club through a li-
censing agreement. And given the importance of Asian tourism
to Hawaii — there have been roughly 1.5 million visitors from Ja-
pan in each of the last three years, according to state statis-
tics — the new club should have some synergy with Blue Note
locations in the Far East.

“The number of Chinese visitors to Hawaii is growing,” said Bar-
bara Campbell, the vice president for retail leasing and property
management for Outrigger L
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ang Lang /nternat/ona/ Music Foundation

Enterprises Group. “It’ |l
be a very strategic brand
move for the Blue Note.
And Outrigger, too, is ex-
panding throughout Asia
Pacific. This is a great
global expansion strategy
for both companies.”

Hawaii has its share of
jazz musicians but hardly
any dedicated clubs, and
none with the cachet or re-
sources of the Blue Note.

Pianists 14 Years old or younger, we urge you to apply for Allianz Junior Music
Camp 2015!All expenses and travel paid. Go to: http://langlangfoundation.org.

Apply now for the
Allianz Junior
Music Camp 2015

[Facebook: Lang Lang International Music Foundation]

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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NOW HIRING
Warehouse Worker
& CSR Needed
Thunder Group of Texas
12333 Sowden Rd
Houston, TX 77080
Call 713-690-0111

= for more details. Email
| Company Hiring |brianc@tarhong.com

*Full Time Position Opening for
Office Assistant

@ College Degree

@ Familiar with MS office applications
@ Fluent Both in English & Chinese Mandarin

@ Legal Working in US

Resume : lamb@blossom-houston.com

*STONE MOUNTAIN PROPERTIES(GLUi™)

Apartment manager(ZI£), Leasing Staff( \EHFEENE):
fluent speak in English, Chinese; excellent customer service;
communication skills; knowledgeable with computer.
Company provides package of employee benefits, plus optional housing.
Please fax your resume to 713-789-8180
or senditto: will.lu@stonemtn.com

We are looking for

*International Valve Company

Inside Sales Manager/Marketing Coordinator

®Self-starter, well-organized & detail oriented

®Fluent English/Chines

®Valves experience preferred

®0r fresh undergrad with Mechanical Engineering major

®Good pay with bonus/health insurance/retirement
E—mail resume with salary requirement to:

hr@fitokinc.com

*Recyc

ling Co.

Commodity Management West Houston
@®Branch Assistant :
English, Communication, Microsoft Office
@®Warehouse Coordinator:
Forklift, English, Microsoft Office
hr.headcorp@gmail.com

Supply Chain
Be capable to deal with

speak English/ m

Supply Chain Coordinator

International Electrics Company is seeking

Coordinator,
oversea internal partners

and external customers, bilingual,

andarin preferred

College degree required, Work Permit Must
Please email resume and salary requirement:
dinklehr@gmail.com

Data Entry & Accounting
College degree is highly recommended.
[Candidate must speak both English and Chinese.
Salary is open, depending on experience.
Please send your resume to
christel@thefreshpath.com
or call : 281-448-3333

JOB OPENING
Data Entry Clerk
Prepare documents for computer entry by
compiling and sorting information;
establishing entry priorities in Accounting office.
% Skills/Qualifications :
Organization, Typing, Data Entry Skills and
Attention to Detail.

Warehouse
Material handling in a Pasadena granite slab yard.
Certified forklift driver. Safe and careful worker.

Please email resume to:
raymondh@alliedstoneinc.com
orFaxto: 713-581 9305
Orcall : 713- 581-9300 Ext 531
Agnes Lim for appointment

A leading international company

in West Houston is rapidly expanding.

OEM customers
related products

management skills

We are currently seeking new talent to join our team

Project Coordinator/ Application Engineer
® Provide technical industrial sales support to

®1- 3 years Experiences in the industrial
o Must be self-starter with excellent time

®B.S. Degree (Business/Industrial Engineering

background preferred)

®No H1B sponsorship available at this time

If you are looking for your next professional challenge,

please send a cover

letter and resume fo:

Iwang@telcointercon.com

Now Hiring-accounting clerk
International Valve Company is seeking
Accounting Clerk. AR/AP but not limited.
Bilingual in English/Mandarin, good team

player. Working permit must. Good benefit.

Please email resume with salary requirement
to: cchen@newayvalve.com

JOB OPENINGS AVAILABLE!!!

We have the following openings available for a growing
surveillance equipment company in our Houston office.
@ Sales representatives

@® Account Receivable

® Warehouse staff

Training will be provided. Base salary+bonus
with health and dental insurance.

Pls send resume to: rick.lee@LTShouston.com

BS in Computer Science
Experience in C# progra
Visual Studio 2008 with
communication protocol

CARRIE :

PROGRAMMER (f2=1211!)

mming, T-SQL,
emphasis on SQL 2008

Full understanding of TCP and HTTP network

S

5 years of programming & networking experience|
713-855-2113
carrie.chiang73@gmail.com

Job Opening
@ Bookkeeper @ HR Specialist
@ Warehouse Assistant
@ Computer programmer
®PC Sale/Tech
Email : hr@directron.com
Fax: 713-773- 9393
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