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John T. Robbins, Editor

Xi's Trip To Herald “Golden Decade“
For China-UK Ties, Says Blair

Former British prime minister Tony Blair speaks
during an interview in London, Oct 14, 2015.[Photo/
chinadaily.com.cn]

President Xi Jinping's state visit to the United King-
dom next week will usher in a "golden decade"
and a new dimension for cooperation, former Brit-
ish prime minister Tony Blair said on Wednesday.

"It's possible to get to an even higher and in-
creased level of cooperation, not just economical-

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

ly but politically," Blair told China Daily in London.
His comments came ahead of Xi's visit from Oct
19 to 23, the first state visit by a Chinese presi-
dent to the UK in 10 years.

Blair, 62, who served as prime minister from 1997
to 2007, stressed China's global role, saying:
"How China develops its role in the world has mas-
sive implications for everyone today. There is no
big global problem that s

can be sorted without ;t:]
China."Blair said that o @
President Xi is a leader
with a very clear view
on what he wants to do
in China, because he
knows that China faces A Chinese Bullet Train
challenges and he is determined to overcome
them; the strength of his leadership is combined
with a lot of exterior confidence.

Reports have said that business cooperation in-
cluding a nuclear and high-speed rail project will
be key topics to be discussed between China and
Britain during Xi’ s visit.

Blair said, "The UK needs major infrastructure in-
vestment in nuclear power and rail construction,
and China has the expertise in both and the capi-
tal to deploy.

"For Britain, nuclear power is very important for
the energy mix. We need to make sure that we
have diversity of supply ... We want to keep this
going, but again it's a big investment for the fu-
ture. China is going to be our partner in this, along
with France."

"If we renew our railways, we can actually ease a
lot of problems of overcrowding, housing and diffi-
culties of people finding work. You must get the
rail networks up to speed as a high speed rail net-
work," he said.

In September, during a visit to China, UK Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer George Osborne empha-
sized Sino-British cooperation on nuclear power
and high-speed railways and said Britain would be-
come China's "best partner in the West".

Blair said, "Britain really has got the opportunity to
become the best western partner for China, we
want to do this, this is something that crosses the

whole
aspects, we
join the Asian
Infrastructure
Investment
Bank, which is
important."

In terms of
trade and
investment, Blair said the UK-China relationship is
incredibly important.

China is Britain's fourth-largest trading partner,
while Britain is China's second-largest trading part-
ner in the European Union and a top destination
for Chinese investment.

Blair also said the two countries share views in
many areas, including climate change and combat-
ing terrorism.

He stressed that people to people exchanges are
vital as thousands of Chinese student come to
study in the UK. "We want to send more British
students to study in China."

(Courtesy www.chinadaily.com.cn)

Tony Blalr Speaklng Durlng
Interview

2015 "Zeenox Cup” Tournament At TTTTC Is A Great Success

By Stella Wu
Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

TX TABLE TERNIS CLLB

Houston is warm and at its prettiest in October, but
inside the Texas Table Tennis Training Center last
week, table tennis stars fought a whole day of fierce
competition as the 2015 “Zeenox Cup” Table Ten-
nis Single Tournament concluded successfully.
About 40 players participated in this event which
was divided into Groups A, B, and C. The renowned
Chinese player Kewei Li beat the current American
Champion Jim Butler, again showcasing a great
game between two great players of two different
styles. The third place went to newly arrived lady
Shuang Wang, who defeated the fourth place “Her-
cules” Xiang Zhuang with her wise choice of tactics
at crucial moments of the match. The local sea-
soned player Feng
Yu won the Cham-
pionship for Group
B.

The Tournament is
sponsored  jointly
by Zeeknox Com-
pany and table ten-

Jim Butler (yellow shirt) and Nis enthusiast Nan
Kewei Li in the final. Zhang. All partici-

pants were divided into three groups: A, B
and C based on their competitive level and
choice. Cash rewards were set up for the win-
ners of Group A and trophies for B and C.

The event Champion Kewei Li is currently
ranked No.1 in US Table Tennis Association
rating system, famous for his spinning chop
with fierce forehand attack; with his attacking
frequency and strength, he is more like an
attacking player. The Runner-up Jim Butler is
an American Champion twice playing for the
U.S. in the Olympics, well-known for his forehand
loop with backhand fast attack. Sometimes called a
“python” when it comes to tangling, he is playing
for the U.S. in the 2015 Sweden Table Tennis
World Cup in a few days. The third top seed player
Shuang Wang is a beautiful young sportswoman,
new to Houston and has a style of very hidden and
spinning serve, in addition to her attacking play of
the combination of forehand and backhand loop.
Xiang Zhuang, the fourth place taker, is an excel-
lent player from China. His unpredictable serve

James Shu, the President of TTT Vivian Li presents

presents cash prize to Jim Butler. trophy to Frank Yu
of Group B.

many times baffles his opponents completely, who

either ends up losing the ball outright or returning

James Shu presents trophies to
Clayton Pavlicek and Justin

Bertschi of Group C. Wang (middle).
the ball high up. His trump weapon - the powerful
forehand loop with strong side spin, is almost impos-
sible to defend, hence, he was nicknamed “Hercu-
les”.
Henry Chen, one of the most senior table tennis
players of the Houston Table Tennis community,
served as the director of the tournament, with Man-
ny Valazquez as his assistant. Passionate volun-
teers like Yawei Li helped coordinate and maintain
the order of the process. The game went smoothly
thanks to their efforts. The game lasted from 8:30 A.
M. to 5:30 P.M., participants were energetic and
sweaty, utilizing all their skills and showing the audi-
ence what they are capable of.
Complete List Of Winners For Each Group
Group A
First: Kewei Li; Second: Jim Butler;
Third: Shuang Wang; Fourth: Xiang Zhuang
Group B
First: Feng Yu; Second: Amir Hormoz;
Third: Augustine Bui
Group C
First: Justin Bertschi; Second: Clayton Pavlicek;
Third: Tony Chau
The tournament is fascinating and exciting in many

James Shu and Vivian Li
presents cash prizes to Shuang

ways: a Chinese player, Shuang Yu, is a
pen-hold grip genius, with one side of his
racket with smooth rubber and the other side
with special long pips. He changes sides from
the service, often chopping with the long pip
side and then attacking with the reverse
smooth side, by beating the much higher rat-
ed Houston player Carlos in single elimina-
tion. Although he lost to the eventual run-
ner-up Jim Butler, he put up a great fight and
touched the crowd.

The teenage players in this tournament
showed surprising potentials: the daughter of a
renowned local
player Victor had no
fear playing against
strong opponents
and won the “Best
Improved Award”.
Another junior
player Oliver Wang
unexpectedly
defeated a player
who has a USATT
rating of 2000,
creating much of a stir in the audience.

At the end of the game, Henry Chen, along with the
representative of Zeenox Corporation, and Manny,
the tournament manager for logistics, Yawei Li, the
coach of the club, and James Shu, the President of
Texas Table Tennis Training Center, awarded the
winners with cash and trophies, bringing a success-
ful conclusion to the 2015 “Zeenox Cup” Table Ten-
nis Tournament. Those exciting games and the
amazing skills of the players, though, will forever
stay in the memory of the audience.

o !
Group A photo (from left):
James Shu, Jim Butler, Kewei
Li, Shuang Wang, Vivian Li,
and Xiang Zhuang

International and Cultural Entertainment From Around The World

WWII 70" Anniversary, Celebration of Diversity &
World Peace To Be Held At Minute Maid Park

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

.(‘CELEBR»\TING DIVERSITY & WORLD PEACE
HONORING OUR VETERANS

(Houston, Texas, October 1, 2015) On November 7,
2015, Southern News Group, a leading Asian media
group located in Houston, Texas, with offices in major
U.S. cities, and the International Trade Center in Hous-
ton will hold a “WWII 70th Anniversary And Celebra-
tion Of Diversity & World Peace” event in Minute Maid
Park in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the
end of World War Il and the diversity of the Houston's
community.

The event will honor all those
* veterans who served in WWII
and will celebrate the many
diverse international cultures
that have become an
% ingrained part of the very

e e essence of Houston. It is this

rich ethnic diversity that now makes our great city one
of the world's major international melting pots.
Seventy years have passed since the guns of WWII
were silenced, documents of surrender were signed
and cities all over the world broke into unbridled
celebration with the end of a global conflict that saw
the end of the threats of
tyranny and oppression. And
after six years and one day of
great human loss and
suffering, the world was set on
a course from which many
countries' political systems
were established — many of

\

U.S. World War Il
Veterans

which still survive to this day.
Recently, the 69th United Nations General Assembly
adopted by consensus a resolution to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of the World War Il victory. On
June 26, 2015, the United Nations commemorated the
signing of the United Nations Charter of 1945, marking
its 70th anniversary. The organization was formally
chartered on October 24, 1945.

Correspondingly, on October 24, 2015, the United Na-
tions Association in Houston will hold its annual UN
Day event to commemorate the 70th anniversary of
the United Nations. This event will bring together
peace organizations from throughout the region and
highlight the work of the United Nations throughout the
world to create equality, rights and peace.

Southern Newspaper Group and the International
Trade Center in Houston will be responsible for the
overall operation and implementation of the “WWII
70th Anniversary And Celebration Of Diversity & World
Peace” event which will attract thousands of ethnic
peoples from multiple backgrounds including Jewish,
Asian, Latino and African and they will represent the
wishes of the whole world for world peace.

“History cannot be forgotten and the tragedy of war
must be remembered.The coming commemoration
event will also write an important memorable chapter

in the history of the development of the diverse city of
Houston, Texas,” said Wea H. Lee, Chairman of
Southern News Group.

The event will include musical and dance
performances by representative
ethnic groups from around the world,
the participation of many
governmental officials at all levels as
well as members of the several
branches of the U.S. armed services.
These will include the “ Sound of Soul
" Art Group from Beijing performing —

Houston TV
Thousands hands of Guanyin, the (Xj:czzr
Bodhisattva of Compassion or Shern—Min
Goddess of Mercy (Sanskrit Chow

Avalokitesvara), Chinese acrobats and Mask Change
(Face Change). There will also be many singing
groups and individual vocalists, opera singers,
international dancers, Instruments, and a fashion show
representative of several local ethnic groups. MC for
the event will be well-known Houston TV anchor,
Shern-Min Chow.

A Message From Wea H. Lee, Chairman, Southern
News Group
Seventy years ago, an unthinkable and now
unmentionable calamity that had never been seen
before in the long history of humanity occurred. But
the tragedy, even 70 years ago, is still ¥
unforgettable. And the trauma that World
War Il brought to all of mankind so many
years ago, still haunts all peoples of the
world today while it also still guides the
events of daily life.
The war broke out in 1939 and ended
in1945 and was the largest war in mod- Wea H. Lee
ern history, with more than 100 million military person-
nel being mobilized and directly involved in this world
conflict. Included in the sad events of the war were the
tragic Nanjing Massacre in China and the Holocaust in
Europe.
For the first time Japanese germ warfare was carried
on against Chinese soldiers and civilians, and finally,
for the first time United States dropped two atomic
bombs on Japan to put a finish to the war disaster.
There were a total of 50 million to 70 million deaths
caused by the war -- the largest number of deaths in
the history of war.
Learning about history is like holding up a mirror to re-
flect the past to teach us a lesson. This year the world
will hold many different forms of commemoration of
World War Il. From Moscow, Minsk, Warsaw, Berlin,
Paris and other famous international cities, to Aus-
chwitz, the beaches of Normandy, the Berlin Wall,
Mitte Jewish cemetery and so many famous war relics
— all these events and places and more remind posteri-

ty to memorialize the many martyrs puss |
and keep in mind the war and the
world's struggle against the fascist
powers of that time.

Also in remembrance of the war,
the Chinese People's Anti-Japa- |igi sl e
nese War and the World Anti-Fas- The American
cist War 70th Anniversary will be  Flag Being
held in September in Beijing and Raised On Iwo
will include a spectacular military  Jima During
parade in Tiananmen Square. This WWII

is the first large-scale celebrations

since Xi Jinping became China's top leader.

On November 7, 2015, Southern News Group and the
International Trade Center in Houston will sponsor the
“World War Il Anniversary and Celebration of Diversity
& World Peace” event that will commemorate the 70th
anniversary of World War Il while also celebrating di-
versity and world peace along with the many diverse
international cultures that have become an ingrained
part of the very essence of Houston.

History cannot be forgotten and the tragedy of war
must be remembered. The coming commemoration
event will also write an important memorable chapter

in the history of the development of the diverse city of
Houston, Texas.

We look forward to seeing you at Minute Maid Park on
November 7, 2015.

Wea H. Lee

Houston, Texas

August 2, 2015

For additional details and sponsorships for the “WWII
70th Anniversary And Celebration Of Diversity & World
Peace” event at Minute Maid Park on November 7,
2015, please contact Jennifer Lopez or Angela Chen
at (281) 498-4310, or email at jenniferitc@gmail.com
or angela@scdaily.com.

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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Maintaining Empire in War versus Sharing Power in Peace

John Glaser, Media Relations Manager, Cato Institute, in his
recent article, “The US and China can avoid a collision course — if the US
gives up its empire”, published in the Guardian, (5/28/2015) stated bluntly
what many political analysts didn't dare to say. Glaser has four years
experience as an editor; five years experience as a writer/news reporter;
also expertise in international relations; well published (CNN, Newsweek,
The Guardian, The Washington Times, The National Interest, Reason, The
Huffington Post, The American Conservative, The Daily Caller, Future of
Freedom, Bleeding Heart Libertarians, and Young American Revolution)
and appeared on TV/Radio (Voice of America, Al Jazeera, Russia
Today/RT America, Free Talk Radio, The Scott Horton Show, Don Griffin
Show St. Louis FM, among others). Granted Glaser has an anti-war
background but anti-war is no more a sin than pro-war is heroism.

Evidently, Glaser in his professional work has well read in the
field of international relations. He cites the following to support his
conclusion: Harvard Professor Graham Allison: “in 12 of 16 cases in the
past 500 years when a rising power challenged a ruling power, the
outcome was war.”

Chicago University scholar John Mearsheimer, a theorist on
hegemony: “China cannot rise peacefully.” Political scientists Andrew
Nathan and Andrew Scobell: “Beijing sees America as the most intrusive
outside actor in China's internal affairs.” Foreign Policy commentator,
Robert Kagan: “US hegemony makes us safer and richer, but also that it
bestows peace and prosperity on everybody else. If America doesn't rule,
goes his argument, the world becomes less free, less stable and less safe.”
However, many political scientists dispute this claim. For example, in his
book, Pathologies of Power, Christopher Fettweis wrote: “The
international system, rather than cowering in obedience to American
demands for peace, is far more “self-policing.” International relations
theorist Robert Jervis has written: “the pursuit of primacy was what great
power politics was all about in the past” but that, in a world of nuclear
weapons with “low security threats and great common interests among the
developed countries”, primacy does not have the strategic or economic
benefits it once had.” Another International relations theorist Daniel
Drezner contends: “the economic benefits from military predominance
alone seem, at a minimum, to have been exaggerated”; that “There is little
evidence that military primacy yields appreciable geoeconomic gains”;
and that, therefore, “an overreliance on military preponderance is badly

Mainstream and Organic Views
Dr. Wordman

misguided.”

Glaser's conclusion is that the struggle for military and economic
primacy in Asia is not really about our core national security interests;
rather, it's about preserving status, prestige and America's neurotic
image of itself. — pretty dumb reasons for risking war. The dire
predictions of a coming US-China conflict may be wrong; China's
economy may slow or even suffer crashes and the US's economic and
military advantage may remain intact for a few more decades. Both
countries are armed with nuclear weapons. There's little reason to
think the mutually assured destruction paradigm that characterized the
Cold War between the US and the USSR wouldn't dominate this shift
in power as well. So he concludes why take the risk, when
maintaining US primacy just isn't that important to the safety or
prosperity of Americans? Knowing that should at least make the idea
of giving up 'empire' a little easier. Glaser's views are endorsed by a
few commentators: "The US troops based abroad are not there to
defend the U.S., they are there to keep the host countries to be pro-
us."

After reading Glaser's article, one comes away with the
conclusion: It is not necessary to maintain an 'empire' and behave like
an 'empire' in order to deal with a rising China! The U.S. military
supremacy still leads China for decades, perhaps even longer if China
could not maintain her rapid rise continuously for the next couple of
decades. If we would examine this issue from the point of view of
economics, the 'empire' strategy makes even less sense. Maintaining
an 'empire’ with military primacy is very costly. Under the 'Pivot to
Asia' policy, rebalancing the U.S. presence in Asia calls for increasing
more naval power to Asia Pacific, enhancing more military bases
there and to sign up more military alliances with Asian nations. The
U.S. has been relying on Japan to pay for the US troops stationed in
Japan. This gives Japan a 'leveraging right' to act more on Japan's
interest rather than on the U.S. interest. For example, the U.S.
maintains a neutral position on the sovereignty issue of the disputed
Diaoyu Islands between China and Japan. The U.S. wishes Japan not
to stir up the pot to provoke China by scheming to purchase those

islands. However, Japan rather wishes to get her money's worth by
demanding the US-Japan Mutual Defense Treaty to cover those
disputed islands specifically. Obviously, Japan's behavior raises
tension in the East China Sea and makes the U.S. 'empire status'
strategy more offensive.

The local citizens' opposition to the $8.6 billion relocation
and renovation of a new US military base in Okinawa is another
challenge to the 'empire' model. Insisting of maintaining a US military
base against the Okinawans' wishes in the name of Okinawan's
security concern is extremely difficult to justify. The recent pro-
military expansion policy of the Abe Shinzo administration not only
does not help the Okinawa military base issue, it also adds a dark
cloud over the US 'empire' image. As far as Asians are concern, if the
presence of American military were genuinely for maintaining Asia
security, it would be welcomed. But it would not be accepted if the
presence of the US troops would actually raise tension in Asia. This
feeling is not only seen in the ASEAN nations but also shared by
Australia. When the U.S. would shoulder all the cost of maintaining
her 'empire' model, the hosting countries of US military bases and US
military alliances perhaps would accept the model. But if the Asian
nations were required to pay for those costs or coerced to purchase the
second tier US military weapons, the 'empire' model became another
matter. The good Asian political leaders would be under the guidance
of their people to re-evaluate the Asian security issue.

China's rise may be perceived to be posing a threat to her
Asian neighbors, but her trade relations with them also tell them they
need China as much as China needs them. China's recent assertiveness
in dealing with her sovereignty (in East and South China Seas) was to
a large extent triggered by her neighbors' own initiatives, be it by open
provocation (arresting fishing boats for instance) or sneaky occupation
and land reclaim on nearby islands. It is natural that all nations are
mouth-watering over energy and fishery resources around those small
islands and their surrounding sea areas. However, there is easier and
simpler win-win solution for getting those resources by collaboration.
As a large country with rapid development, China is in the position to
lead such collaborations. China's 'One Belt and One Route' economic
development strategy seems to pave a mutually beneficial way for
Asian countries to work with China. There is hardly any reason for the
U.S. to oppose that approach. On the contrary, it would benefit the
U.S. to take an advanced developed country position to offer
technological and financial assistance needed for the Asian
development. It would be a far better 'empire state' image than
coercing small nations to purchase her weapons and/or support her
troops.
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