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John T. Robbins, Editor

ISIS Takes Credit For Killing Chinese And Norweg/an Hostages

China Vows To Bring ISIS To Justice As
Chinese Hostage Execution Is Confirmed

1 5% )\E{ ,g.'“i]?l
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Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesman Hong Lei
has confirmed that Islamic State (IS, formerly
ISIS/ISIL) has executed a Chinese national in the
Middle East. The ministry has vowed to bring the
perpetrators “to justice.

MANILA, Nov. 19 (Xinhua) -- Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Thursday strongly condemned the Islamic
State (IS) group for killing a Chinese national and ex-
pressed his deep sympathy to the victim's family.

Xi made the remarks on the sidelines of the 23rd
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Economic Lead-

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

ers' Meeting in the capital city of the Philippines.
"Terrorism is the common enemy of human beings,"
Xi said, adding that China firmly opposes terrorism of
all forms and will resolutely crack down on any terror-
ist crime that challenges the bottom line of human civ-
ilization.

China on Thursday confirmed the death of a Chinese
hostage Fan Jinghui who had been held by the IS,
saying the criminal must be brought to justice.
Expressing condolences for Fan's death and deep
sympathies to his family, Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hong Lei said, "the Chinese government strong-
ly condemns the atrocity against humanity and the
criminals must be brought to justice."

Earlier in September, the IS said it had captured a
Chinese hostage and a Norwegian hostage, who
were identified by the IS's English-language maga-
zine Dabiq as Fan from China and Ole Johan Grims-
gaard-Ofstad from Norway.

The Chinese government went all out to rescue the
hostage after learning of the kidnapping. The IS, how-
ever, ignored basic human morality and brutally killed
Fan, Hong said.

"China will continue to enhance anti-terrorism cooper-

ation with the international community and maintain
world peace and tranquility," he said.
The Islamic State group took credit Wednesday for
the murder of two hostages, a Norwegian and a Chi-
nese national, who the terror group had been holding
in Syria since at least September. The announce-
ment came in the militant group's latest English-lan-
guage magazine, which included an image of the
dead bodies of the two men, according to the Associ-
ated Press.
ISIS boasted in September that they were in
possession of two male hostages who they said were
up for sale.
The hostages
appeared in that
issue of the
terrorist group's
online

Chinese President Xi Jinping

magazine,
known as Dabig. has strongly condemned the
The two Islamic State (IS) group for

. killing a Chinese national and
prisoners were .

. ] expressed his deep sympathy
pictured in

) ) to the victim's family.
yellow jumpsuits

with the words “FOR SALE” written below.

Those two men were subsequently identified. The
Norwegian was a 48-year-old from Oslo named Ole
Johan Grimsgaard. The Chinese hostage was a
50-year-old from Beijing named Fan Jinghui. The cir-
cumstances surrounding their capture are not current-
ly known.

The executions come less than a week after the
deadly coordinated attacks in Paris Friday that killed
129 people and injured hundreds more. The Islamic
State group took responsibility for the attacks, and
the French military has since taken a more aggres-
sive stance toward the terror group, intensifying their
air strikes in Syria.

ISIS has become well known for their executions,
and has conducted several high-profile murders of
hostages, including U.S. journalist James Foley, who
was murdered on camera in August 2014. A hooded
militant was seen in that video beheading Foley, who
was on his knees in the desert. Several other interna-
tional citizens have since been killed by the terrorist
group.(Courtesy www.bjreview.com/World/2015-11)

Opposites Attract

Mixed Couples Are On The Rise
As China Embraces Globalization

Compiled And Edited By John T.

providing "mail order" brides to regions in China
where gender imbalances are alarming. Moreover,
women from Russia are much sought-after partners
in north China. From 2004 to 2012, the number of
Chinese men marrying Russian women was double
that of Russian men marrying Chinese women in
Moscow, according to a report from Russia's news
agency RIA Novosti, which called the former the "per-
fect match under the sky."

James Huang, 31, an entrepreneur from Beijing, met

Viola, 21, a fashion student from Vladivostok, three

A German husband purchases lanterns with his
Chinese wife and their daughter in Liuzhou,
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.
(PhotoCFP)

Nowhere in Beijing are mixed-race couples more con-
spicuous than in the Sanlitun neighborhood, once
known for its seedy bars, now home to top interna-
tional brands and trendy restaurants. Hidden behind
a pillar near the Apple Store, and holding a profes-
sional 300-mm lens, Mr. Zhang is taking photographs
of mixed couples.
"It's a hobby. | come here every weekend," he ex-
plains unabashedly in his broad Beijing accent.
"Some of us have a blog and we post the best pic-
tures," he says, pointing out a group of amateur pho-
tographers in the distance.
A popular trend
Since China adopted the opening-up policy in 1978,
marriages between foreigners and Chinese nationals
have increased dramatically. Figures from China's
Ministry of Civil Affairs show that the number of such
marriages as well as those involving Hong Kong, Ma-
cao and Taiwan residents and Chinese living over-
seas approached 80,000 in 2003. Since then, this
trend has bottomed out at about 50,000 per year in
recent years Mostly specmc to large cities, mixed
3 ~ marriages are now
. ubiquitous in China.
_| Although mixed cou-
5 ples are predominantly
composed of Chinese
females and foreign
males, the big picture
is more complex. For
instance,
Viet Nam is known for

James Huang and his wife
Viola (Photo Jacques
Fourrier)

. years ago. They have been married for over a year

and are perfectly happy. "We met through a website.
He sent me nice messages. We met in a cafe in Feb-
ruary in Beijing," says Viola.

They communicate in English, a non-native language
for both, but they don't think it is a major hurdle. "She
has learned Chinese very quickly," explains Huang.
What is their recipe for success? "Learn the culture,
learn the language, and learn to know each other,"
says a beaming Huang.

Siya Wang is a real cosmopolitan. At 24, she already
has a master's degree from a prestigious business
school abroad and works at a Hong Kong-owned
bank branch in Shanghai. She met Barak Hurvitz, 23,
from New York, a couple of months ago through com-
mon acquaintances. Hurvitz has been in China since
August, working in higher education.

"There's a lot to learn from each other. We come
from different backgrounds," Hurwitz says and adds
that even two people from the same country have dif-
ferent life experiences. "Siya has studied in France
for two years and | have family in Israel, so | guess
we're both international and we've been able to con-
nect that way," he says.

"It can be very difficult if neither have lived in another
country or culture," said Wang. "There are lots of
things you won't understand. Asian women need a lot
of attention; they are not that independent,” she com-
mented.

Pride and prejudice

There was a time in China when it was inconceivable
to marry a foreigner. However, after China opened its
doors, marrying a foreigner was viewed by some as a
way to emigrate and bypass the family-planning poli-
cy of the time, which limited most urban couples to
one child.

Tiffany, 35, from Beijing, divorced five years ago, but

Robbins, News&Review Edltor

was adamant
about wanting to
remarry and have
more children. "l
had just divorced
and had had a
one-year-old boy.
| wanted him to
grow up ina
better
environment, but | also wanted to live a better life,"
she explains. "l joined a dating website and paid for
VIP access to profiles of Western men." She
eventually chose from three men who traveled to
Beijing to meet her over a period of six months. She
now lives in Australia where she has given birth to
two children.

Envy and contempt go hand in hand. "These Chinese
women marrying foreigners are shameless," says a
disgruntled Mr. Wu, a man in his 50s. "They just do it
for the passport and the money."

Ms. Lu, 31, from Beijing, is more circumspect about
saying what she really thinks. "Maybe they want to
feel special, but | must say that | would be pleased if |
had a mixed-race baby!" she admits.

Deeply ingrained prejudices and misconceptions re-
lated to education, manners, wealth and sexual per-
formance cannot change overnight. According to a
2013 Internet survey published by news website Can-
kaoxiaoxi.com, respondents believed that Chinese
women were attracted to foreign men for reasons
such as sexual performance (35 percent) and finan-
cial wealth (31 percent). Further down the line, love
and culture ranked poorly, at 6 percent and less than
2 percent respectively.

Conversely, according to the same survey, respon-
dents believed that Chinese men marry foreign wom-
en for their beauty (over 30 percent) and the social
status such a relationship confers, the so-called "tro-
phy wife" (22 percent).

A psychoanalytical explanation

Dr. Eric Smadja is a French psychoanalyst. His book,
The Couple: A Pluridisciplinary Story, will be pub-
lished by Routledge in 2016. According to Smadja, it
is necessary to make a clear distinction between a
short-term sentimental relationship and a long-term
commitment leading to marriage.

"The relationship of short-term couples is mainly

Wendi Deng and Rupert
Murdoch married in 1999 and
have two daughters And
Divorced in 2014

based on erotic satisfaction and is associated with a
narcissistic component. That's why breakups occur
frequently,” he noted. "However, in a long-term rela-
tionship, when two people live together, there are fun-
damental mechanisms of defense and protection at
play, which will benefit the couple.”

Foreigners have become a common sight in China,
many of them being single men. "Men may either feel
the need to break away from the restraining realities
of daily life or react against norms, practices, ideals
and values for the sake of adventure. They believe
they will find what they are looking for with a Chinese
woman," Smadja says. "In China, [the foreigner] can
break free from unconscious taboos and constraints
and do what wouldn't be tolerated in his native coun-
try."

For Smadja, the representatlon of the Chinese wom-
an in Western eyes is ¢ TR
linked to sensuality,
but also to her devo-
tion to a husband or
her role as a "good
mother." "Some men
would just allow them-
selves to behave differ-
ently from an erotic
and social perspective
and thus feel 'liberated'
from internal constraints," he said.

From the Chinese woman's perspective, Smadja
thinks that their image of the Western man is often
idealistic and overrated. "Being seduced by a West-
ern man would therefore reinforce self-image. The
benefit is mostly narcissistic, whereas for the Chi-
nese man, it is both narcissistic and erotic," he said.
As for mixed couples that become parents, Smadja
sees other key factors. "It is possible to imagine
some sort of unconscious opposition to a [traditional]
parental model, a display of hostility and rebellion to
family norms and values. We could put it down to
counter-identification to the father and the mother.
But it might also be an attempt to protect oneself
from an emotional dependence through geographical
and cultural distance," he adds. "In that regard, marry-
ing a foreigner would be a defensive solution to oedi-
pal anxieties." (Courtesy http://www.bjreview.com/
Lifestyle/2015-11)

Among The Most Famous
Mixed Couples Include
Facebook CEO Mark

Zuckerberg And Priscilla

Chan Now Expecting Their

First Child.
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Michaela Betton

Office: 832—448—0190

Email: michelle@itchouston.org

201 REBACCA International, Inc.
Office: 832—448—0519

202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
PJ Khan

Office:832—448—0520

Email: pjkhanswati@hotmail.com

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
Pegah Pourasef
Office: 832-423-5690

il:pegah@ d d.com

205 Globalization Accelerator
Tom Ren

Office:832—448—0522
Email:tomren88@gmail.com

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
Paul Rosario

Office:832—448—0523

Email: prosario65@hotmail.com

209-210 Texas Tech University — TTUISD
Sam Oswald/Victoria Qin
Office: 832—448—0191

Email: sam.oswald@ttu.edu

210A International Arts & Culture Center
Wea H. Lee

Office: 281-498—4310

Email: wealee@aol.com

211 International Trade Center
Gezahgen Kebede

Office: 832—448—0526
Email:gezahgen@juno.com

212 The Entrepreneurs Network

Errol Jones

Email:ejones@errolgroup.com

213 National Black Business Alliance
Errol Jones
Email: ejones@errolgroup.com

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072

Tel: 832—448—0190 Fax: 281-498-2728

The International Trade Center is registered with U.S.Internal Revenue Service

International Trade Center Business Directory

832—448-0192

victoria.qin@ttu.edu

Marie Lee

Ines Chauran

John Robbins

asa 501C6 non—profit organization

216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
Sijollie Braham

Office: 832—448—0518

Email: sijollie@caribbeanchamber.org

217 Alief Community Association

Office: 832—448—-0530
Email: marie—lee@sbcglobal.net

218 Sinkroser Enterprise

Office: 832—448—0531

218 MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
Maria D. Cortazar

Office: 832—448-0531
Email:mcortazar@macorinvestments.com

219 International Press Club

Office: 832—448-0193
Email:john@scdaily.com

Val Thompson
Office: 832—448—0522

Robert G. Moll
Office: 832—448—-0538

James Shu
Office: 832—448—0533
Email:shu_xj@msn.com

For Leasing and Events Information, Please Contact

222 Houston International Trade Development Council

Email:vthompson@houstontrade.org

229-230 United Nations Association

Email:RMoll@hillrivkins.com

231-233 Shu & Associates
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Trumbedl Insurance Compary. AARP does not emplay o endorss agents of brokirs. AARP ar
the general purposes of ARP, AMRP membership is required for Program efigibdity in moss o
1 states in accordance with state filings and applicable Law. You have the opfion of purchasing

! In Texas, the Program is underwritten by Sourthern County Mutual Insurance Company, throwgh Hartford of Texas General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible
far insurance products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.
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local Hartford independent agent!
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U Citiens Troubled by Contradictory 'China Threat'and *Dooms Day

Most Americans are immigrants or their descendents within a short
period of time. The United States welcomes immigrants and molds them into
Americans within a couple of generations through an Americanization Process
(AP). In this process, children get Americanized when they grow up and get
educated in American schools; effectively they influence their parents and each
other into Americans. AP works with all Spanish, European, Asian and African
immigrant families with a little difference, attributable to 'inherent culture' each
immigrant group or national origin brought to the U.S. Racial 'discrimination’
inherently exists in different races in the US society, however, the American
anti-discrimination laws legislated over the years do help reduce discrimination
hence help assimilating immigrants into the American society which now
contains a variety of elements of inherited cultures.

Immigrants come and AP works because the U.S. is a rich country of
resources easily affording plenty of opportunities for immigrants to make a
decent living. AP perhaps can be related to a notion or an inducing agent —
'American Exceptionalism'(AE). AE binds Americans together and makes them
feel exceptional, righteous and patriotic which unites Americans towards other
nations. Americans feel exceptional and unite together when they believe that
their government and their country are being exceptional. On the other hand,
Americans become rebellious when they are deceived and confused by their
government or the mass media in a way casting their exceptionalism away.
This nation building process (Americanization) is unique and yet different for
every immigrant group because AE may be felt differently (on social,
economic, national and international issues) by different immigrants. However,
one thing is certain that AP is motivated and enhanced by AE and it is also a
process making the U.S. strong and Americans feeling exceptional. Hence, if
the U.S. government is doing an exceptional job, for example, in handling the
US-China relation, Americans especially Chinese Americans will feel
exceptional and will support the government whole-heartedly.

Chinese Americans have a stronger cultural inheritance bonded with
a long Chinese history and the historical world status of China. Chinese
Americans would pay more attention to what the media report and what the
government is doing regarding the U.S.-China relation than other Americans.
Chinese Americans understand (better) the Chinese people, Chinese history
and intrinsic Chinese culture; they are understandably more sensitive and
critical to the U.S. foreign policy towards China. Since Chinese Americans are
a minority in the American population (~4 Million 5 years ago), the mass
media pay less attention to the feelings, sensitivities and criticisms of the
Chinese Americans towards the U.S.-China policy. This phenomenon may
occur similarly with other minority groups such as Greek Americans,
Hungarian Americans, etc. but not so with Jewish Americans (~6 Million 5
years ago). Perhaps due to the fact that the State of Israel and the Middle East
are oil-rich, geopolitically important to the U.S., thus dictates more media
attention. However, China's rise is making Asia Pacific to be an important
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geopolitical region; hence the U.S. is initiating a Pivot to AP policy.
Consequently, the US-China relation is rising to be the most important US
foreign relation deserving media's full attention.

While the mass media is devoting more pages to the news
(more negatively spun news by the way) and the US official policy
statements about China, however, there are little coverage of
Chinese Americans' opinions and emotions towards the China issue.
This shouldn't be the case for two good reasons. First, the above 'AE
- AP' doctrine applies and works for all immigrant groups in the
U.S., the Chinese Americans deserve and want to have a fair chance
to engage in the dialogue shaping the US China policy. In fact, the
government and the mass media should seek out the Chinese
Americans' opinions. Second, the four million Chinese Americans is
a significant group not only having unique heritage background but
also possessing highest education level. As of 2012, Asian
Americans had the highest educational attainment level and median
household income of any racial demographic in the U.S. Chinese
Americans are more than 25% of the Asian Americans in the high
end spectra of both education and household income. On US-China
relation, it is necessary to engage an intellectual discourse with
Chinese Americans. Any US China policy must be well explained to
and accepted by the American public including not excluding the
Chinese Americans. The internment of 120,000 Japanese Americans
during WW II was a mistake and shutting off the voice of 4 million
Chinese Americans on China issue would be unthinkable. This
column raises this issue simply because the topic of US-China
relation seems to be orchestrated deliberately without Chinese
Americans' input or involvement.

In my earlier writing, I have pointed out that there are two
prevailing themes driving or defining the U.S.-China policy/relation
in the U.S., neither one seem to be well grounded with facts and
theories. Most troublesome, the mass media seem to ignore how the
Chinese Americans feel and believe. The first theme is the "China
Threat" which basically targets China as the principal enemy of the
United States. A strategy calls to align everyone possible in the
world, especially China's neighbors, most deviously and viciously
Japan, as military allies to contain China's rise as a developing
nation. Japan, with a heavy baggage of imperialism committed
atrocious war crimes against China for decades, was knowingly
encouraged by the U.S. to beat the drums of 'China Threat' and to
rearm the Japanese defense force with liberty to attack, despite of

Japanese citizens' protest. The second theme is the "Dooms Day"
which claims that a degenerate and mal-functioning Chinese
government is doomed to collapse due to her housing-infrastructure
bubble, failing economic policies and her internal racial issues. A
phenomenon prescribes an inevitable disaster or dooms day for
China in a decade or two. China's reform and desire to find her own
development model is ignored and scoffed to fail miserably. These
two themes contradict each other in that if China's government were
doing so badly how could she pose any threat to her neighbors never
mind the U.S. thousands of miles away? If China were to collapse in
a decade or so why should the U.S. go through such trouble to align
half the world economy to contain China? No wonder that the
schemes such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) which the U.S.
purposely trying to exclude China's participation took years to
negotiate. Why should the U.S. line up all countries in the region
with the exception of China which happens to be the largest and most
important trading partner to all these countries?

These illogical themes sure bother any right-minded US
citizen, especially, Chinese Americans. The more serious and
fundamental issue is that these illogical themes destroy the above
discussed AE-AP doctrine which bonds American immigrants to be
exceptional Americans.

China, an ally of the U.S. during WW 11, walked out of the
Soviet Union and its style of communism. China was forced into the
Korean War with either accepting Russia placing troops at her border
in North Korea or facing the U.S. establishing military bases in the
entire Korea Peninsular choking China. China wanted a real
independent Korea all along. China was instrumental in terminating
the Vietnam War between the U.S. and Vietcong-Russia when the
U.S. was warming up to China. After the U.S. recognized China,
China played the 'leverage' role the U,S, so desired which eventually
led to the collapse of the Soviet Union and the ending of Cold War.
The Soviet was the targeted enemy of the United States and still is,
why must China be treated as a targeted enemy by the U.S. setting up
anew Cold War (even warm or hot war)?

In the past decade, there is no shortage of news, analysis,
comments and opinions about China and U.S. China policy, but the
above illogical themes prevail with no honest debate reviewing the
historical facts (war crimes, territorial disputes and international
relations) and no voices of Chinese Americans. Most older Chinese
Americans lived through WW 1I, Korean War, Vietnam War and
witnessed the struggle of China's 'yet to complete' revolution to
establish her own republic nation and her latest rapid economic
development to raise her people's standard of living. Where is the
debate? Who is causing a threat? And who is driving an arms race?
The U.S., Russia, Japan or China? Is it really a zero-sum game? One
nation must be destroyed for another to be superior? Will the world
be better off with the U.S., Russia, Japan or China to be no. 1?7 Why
can't we have collaborative treaties instead of military alliances?
What for? A nuclear war? Or real benefits for citizens and world
economy?!
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