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HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTICE TO PROPOSERS

The Houston Independent School District located in the Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center at 4400 West
18" Street Houston, Texas 77092 will accept proposals, until the stated date and time deadlines, in the Board
Services Office, Level C1
® Project 15-11-13 - RFP - Special Education Technology - with a deadline of 2 P.M. January 22, 2016. The
pre—proposal conference for this project will be in Room 2NE32 at the above stated address on January 8, 2016
at 10:00 A.M and available via conference call. The dial in information will be published prior to the call. All in—
terested parties are invited to participate.
® Project 15-10-23 - RFP — Applicant Tracking Solutions - with a deadline of 2 P.M. January 22, 2016. The
pre—proposal conference for this project will be in Room 2NE32 at the above stated address on January 7, 2016
at 10 A.M. and available via conference call. The dial in information will be published prior to the call. All interested
parties are invited to participate.

Proposals are available on the HISD web-site at www.houstonisd.org. To access, go to

Departments, Procurement Services, Bid Opportunities.
The District reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, or, to accept the proposal
that is most advantageous to the District.
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RICHARD T. HUNG, MD

Diplomat of American Board of Otolaryngology

713-795-5343
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Ear, Nose and Throat

St. Luke's Medical Tower
Texas Medical Center
6624 Fannin, #1480,
Houston, Texas 77030

ZiESET (Nan Jiang, MD)  Jennifer Farrell, DO

Board Certified Family Practice
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John T. Robbins, Editor

China, Australia To Mutually Benefit
As Historic FTA Comes Into Force

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott Shakes
Hand Of President Xi Jinping During the signing
of the Free Trade Agreement in Canberra in June.
(Photo/www.wiley.com.au)

China and Australia are seen to gain benefits as the
historic free trade agreement (FTA) between the
countries officially entered into force on Sunday, Dec.
20, giving competitive advantages for exporters and
investors from both ends, the Xinhua News Agency
reported.

Australian Minister for Trade and Investment Andrew
Robb hailed the China-Australia Free Trade Agree-
ment (ChAFTA) as "historic" and "landmark," which
he said will enable more than 86 percent of Austra-
lia's goods exports to China duty-free, worth more
than 90 billion AU dollars ($65 billion).

Based on the agreement, at least 96 percent of Aus-
tralian goods will enter China duty-free, while 100 per-

Compiled And Edited By John T.

cent of Chinese exports to Australia will enjoy ze-
ro-tariff treatment once the agreement is fully imple-
mented.

"The signing of the ChAFTA will provide a better plat-
form and an improved institutional guarantee for the
two countries to complement each other with advan-
tages and conduct close win-win cooperation," Presi-
dent Xi Jinping said in a message to then Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott when the deal was
signed in Canberra in June.

Chinese Commerce Minister Gao Hucheng said dur-
ing the signing ceremony that the ChAFTA has "mon-
umental significance" in bilateral relations and will
"boost economic cooperation and provide strong im-
petus to the economic growth of the two countries."
Gao noted that among all other agreements entered
by China, the ChAFTA contains "the highest level of
overall trade and investment liberalization."

According to the report, China exports clothing, tele-
com equipment and parts, computers, furniture, toys
and sporting goods to Australia, while the country's
top five imports from Australia include iron ores and
concentrates, copper, coal, gold and education-relat-
ed travel services.

Chinese enterprises and consumers will have greater
access to natural resources and finished products,
while Australians will also benefit from cheaper gar-
ments and electronic gadgets manufactured in China.
Robb said the Australian government has reduced
tariffs on Australian exports that include dairy, beef,
lamb, wine, seafood, fruit and vegetables, processed
foods, vitamins and health products. They have also
eliminated the tariffs on coking coal (with exports

Robbins, News&Review Editor
worth $4.8 billion in 2014-15), while the phased elimi-
nation of tariffs on non-coking coal started on Dec 3.
"This historic
agreement with our
biggest trading
partner will support
future economic
growth, job creation
and higher living
standards through
increased goods
and services trade,
and investment,"
Robb said. "China,
with its population
of 1.3 billion people and rapidly rising middle class,
presents enormous opportunities for Australian
businesses well into the future."

"The government's determination to see ChAFTA's
commencement before the end of this year will
quickly produce a double benefit for our exporters,
with another round of tariff cuts to follow on Jan. 1,
2016. This will significantly enhance our competitive
position in the Chinese market," the minister added.
The trade minister said the ChAFTA also opened up
a range of new opportunities for Australian service
providers as they gained more and better market ac-
cess for financial services companies, law firms, pro-
fessional services suppliers, education services ex-
porters, as well as health, aged care, hospitality, con-
struction and manufacturing businesses.

Minister for Tourism and International Education
Richard Colbeck said in a statement that the

Signing Of The landmark Free
Trade Agreement Between
Australia And China, June 7,
2015.The Two Countries Had A
Total Trade Volume Worth
almost $160 Billion In 2013-14

ChAFTAis a
boost for tourism.
"Not only will
ChAFTA
strengthen
Australia's
inbound tourism
industry but it will
also create new opportunities for Australian tourism
providers in China," Colbeck said.

According to Colbeck, some 927,700 Chinese
nationals visited Australia in 2014-15, and spent
almost AU$7 billion ($5 billion), more than any

tourists from other countries. Tourism Research
Australia predicted that by 2022-23, an estimated 1.5
million Chinese will visit Australia annually and spend
over AU$10 billion ($7.2 billion).

Under the agreement, the Chinese Ministry of Educa-
tion will promote 77 Australian private higher educa-
tion institutions for students who want to study in Aus-
tralia, which is expected to stimulate new levels of
growth in the two-way investment, currently worth
around AU$121 billion ($87 billion).

"ChAFTA will also help drive innovation as Australian
businesses, big and small, increasingly exploit e-com-
merce and other emerging technologies to connect
with Chinese consumers," Robb said. "For example,
earlier this year, vitamin supplements manufacturer
Blackmores and meat exporter Sanger Australia
each signed agreements with JD.com to sell their
products on China's largest online shopping website."
(Courtesy www.en.yibada.com/articles)
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Houston’s Largest Asian New Year Celebration

20th Annual Texas Lunar Festival To Be Held
At City Hall In Downtown Houston

Compiled And Edited By John T. Robbins, News&Review Editor

(Houston, Texas) The 20th Annual Texas Lunar New
Year Festival Celebration (operating under The Chi-
nese New Year Festival Inc., a non-profit organiza-
tion), will take place on Saturday February 13, 2016,
at the Reflection Pond at Houston City Hall in down-
town Houston from 10 AM - 5PM.

This year's 20th Annual Texas Lunar New Year Festi-
val, www.texaslunarfest.net, marks

the second time the multi-cultural event is being held
in the downtown Houston area, having been held last
year at Discovery Green Park.

Southern News Group, located in southwest Hous-
ton, is the founding organization of the Texas Lunar
New Year Festival. Southern News Group is a
multi-media communications company that includes
publication of daily Chinese newspapers with editions
in major U.S. cities, a daily online newspaper edition,
a digital television station, yellow pages, printing ser-
vices and a world-class International Trade Center
event complex, Southern News Group is now the larg-
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Houston’s City Hall Reflection Pond

est Asian media organization in the southwestern
part of the United States.

This year Southern News will team up with more than
100 companies and organizations from the many
communities of Houston, offering a series of displays,
food booths, entertainment, acrobats, lion dancers,
world-class Shaolin Temple Wushu martial arts
demonstrations and games and door prizes for all
ages. Activities are selected to compliment this great
and exciting celebration with lively entertainment for
the entire family. Last year's celebration drew over 20,
000 attendees.
The year of 2016
according to the
Chinese Lunar
Calendar is the
Year of Monkey.
The Texas Lunar
New Year
Festival
celebration is the
largest
celebration of
the Asian New
Year in the
southwestern
United States. It
isa
one-of-a-kind
family oriented

TEXAL LUNAR

Houston Mayor Annise Parker
(right) is joined by Southern
News Group CEO Wea Lee

event that in front of last year's Texas
attracts large Lunar New Year Festival
numbers of poster at the event's kick-off
people from party.

every ethnic group.

Since 1979, Southern News
Group has not only built the
largest Asian media
complex inthe
southwestern United States,
but has also reached out to
the broader community of
southwest Houston with
programs that respond to
the growing ethnic diversity
of this unique section of one
of America's fastest growing
cities. We have initiated and
been the driving force
behind many community
projects, programs and
events that include the
Texas Lunar New Year
Festival, the McDonald's
Education Workshops, the
Texas African Summit, the
ITC Education Institute and

3  General Booth

3y, Februar

TEXﬁ’?: LU NAR

20TH ANNUAL TEXAS LUNAR FESTIVAL

ThP Largest Asian New Year r“plphratmn

13, 2016 110:00AM S:00PM

MAKE YOUR BOOTH RESERVATIONS TODAY!!

This Year’s Festival Will Be Held At The City Hall
Reflection Pond, 901 Bagby, Houston, Texas 77002

Booth Sizes

10° x 10°, 1 table and 2 folding chairs  $550
Q Food Vendor Booth 10° x 10°, 1 table and 2 Folding chairs $700 No food permit included
32  Food Vendor Booth 10" x 10", 1 table and 2 Folding Chairs $780 Food permit included

[Booths For Non-Profit Groups: $500]

For Additional Information Contact

Chinese New Year Festival, 11122 Bellaire Houston, Texas 77072 Phone: 281-498-4310 Fax: 281-498 -2728

have aired many more
educational, cultural and business-related television
programs on our digital television station, ITV
International 55.5, as well as having hosted over 200
international business related meetings and events at
our International Trade Center.

The promoters of this year's event are Southern
News Group, Chinese New Year Festival Inc., Inter-
national Trade Center, International Management Dis-
trict, USA Printing, ITV International Television 55.5,
International Press Club, Southwestern National

Bank, and Chinese Chamber of Commerce of Texas.
For more information please contact Jennifer Lopez
at 281-983-8154 or jenniferitc@gmail.com or Angela
Chen at 281-983-8160 or angela@scdaily.com.
Chinese New Year Festival 11122 Bellaire Blvd.
Houston, TX 77072 281-498-4310 Fax 281-498-2728
Website: WWW.texaslunarfest.net

The Texas Lunar Festival is a production of Southern
News Group (www.scdaily.com), Houston, TX.

INTERNATIONAL
TRADE CEHTER )

Houston Texas

200 Front Desk

Michaela Betton

Office: 832—448-0190

Email: michelle@itchouston.org

201 REBACCA International, Inc.
Office: 832—448—0519

202 Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
PJ Khan

Office:832—448-0520

Email: pjkhanswati@hotmail.com

203 Graduate Medical Education Development
Pegah Pourasef

Office: 832—423—-5690

Email:pegah@graduatemed.com

205 Globalization Accelerator
Tom Ren

Office:832—448—-0522

Email:tomren 88@gmail.com

206 Tho Agency Insurance & Financial Services
Paul Rosario

Office:832—448-0523

Email: prosario65@hotmail.com

209-210 Texas Tech University — TTUISD
Sam Oswald/Victoria Qin
Office: 832—448—0191

Email: sam.oswald@ttu.edu

210A International Arts & Culture Center
Wea H. Lee

Office: 281—-498—4310

Email: wealee@aol.com

211 International Trade Center
Gezahgen Kebede

Office: 832—448—0526
Email:gezahgen@juno.com

Errol Jones
Email:ejones@errolgroup.com

213 National Black Business Alliance
Errol Jones
Email: ejones@errolgroup.com

INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER-HOUSTON
11110 Bellaire Blvd., Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77072
Tel: 832—448—0190 Fax: 281—498—-2728

The Int nal Trade Ce red with U.S.Internal Revenue Service as a 501C6 n

International Trade Center Business Directory

832—448—-0192

victoria.qin@ttu.edu

Marie Lee

216 Caribbean Chamber of Commerce
Sijollie Braham

Office: 832—448—0518

Email: sijollie@caribbeanchamber.org

217 Alief Community Association

Office: 832—448—0530
Email: marie—lee@sbcglobal.net

218 Sinkroser Enterprise

Office: 832—448—0531

218 MACOR Real Estate Investments, Inc.
Maria D. Cortazar

Office: 832—448—-0531
212 The Entrepreneurs Network il:mcort:

1C6 non—profit organi

222+t Inter
Val Thompson
Office: 832—448—0522

Robert G. Moll
Office: 832-448-0538
Email:RMoll@}

Email:vthompson@houstontrade.org

229-230 United Nations Association

Trade D Council

m

James Shu
om Office: 832—448—0533

For Leasing and Events Information, Please Contact

219 International Press Club
John Robbins

Office: 832—448—0193
Email;john@scdaily.com

Email:shu_xj@msn.com

231-233 Shu & Associates

"Building/Bridges to'International Business!

Corporate Office - Ho

Please send your comments to the News & Review Editor at john @ scdaily.com.
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